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he National Link Coalition has

partnered with the Family

Justice Center Alliance and
RedRover to produce a groundbreaking
Toolkit for the nation’s 74 Family Justice
Centers to help them better understand
the impact of coercive animal abuse on
domestic violence survivors and their '
children, and to adapt their programs to §
become pet-inclusive as over 300 do- '
mestic violence shelters have already
done. Working together for the past two
years, the three organizations have pro- _— 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation.
duced a 34-page guidebook that will > e Federal Tax ID: 92-2607909.

Phil Arkow, Editor

The National Link Coalition

16 Grasshopper Drive

Etowah, NC 28729
https://NationallLinkCoalition.org
arkowpets@snip.net

The National Link Coalition is a

ATOOLKITTO ASSIST FAMILY JUSTICE CENTERS IN PROVIDING INCLUSIVE SERVICES FOR SURVIVORS WITH PETS

{RecRover
help Family Justice Centers incorporate
families’ pets in their intakes and assessments, safety planning, and collab- Donations are tax deductible as
orations with community partners. permitted under law.
Please
Read more about this major advancement in protecting the animal victims to make a

of domestic violence on the pages that follow... tax-deductible ./ ;
contribution to support our work


http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance
https://redrover.org/
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance/resources/pets-and-family-justice-centers-toolkit
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance/resources/pets-and-family-justice-centers-toolkit
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance/resources/pets-and-family-justice-centers-toolkit
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New Toolkit Will Help Family Justice Centers to Become Pet-Inclusive

s the movement spreads

to enable domestic vio-

lence shelters to accept
pets so the entire family can heal
together, the latest expansion of
this effort is to provide the same
resources to Family Justice Cen-
ters which offer centralized ser-
vices for domestic violence survi-
vors. After two years of research
and planning, a Toolkit is now
available to help these centers.

The Pets and Family Justice Cen-
ters Toolkit has just been pub-
lished by the Family Justice Center
Alliance in partnership with
RedRover and the National Link
Coalition. As Family Justice Cen-
ters (FIC) expand their resources,
they can now better understand
how best to serve survivors with
pets to eliminate what has been a
common barrier to entry for ser-
vices.

The Toolkit is a 34-page recom-
mended protocol to systematize
assistance for survivors with pets
in three primary areas:

e Incorporating clients’ pets in
the initial intake process and
assessing for risks to the pets;

e Helping clients strategize a
pet-inclusive safety plan;

e Knowing how to identify and
reach out to local resources

that can help care for the pets.

The Toolkit includes:

e Background on the animal
abuse/domestic violence Link;

e Asample intake assessment
questionnaire;

e Strategies for clients before
and after leaving the abusive
partner;

e How to address children’s
concerns; and

e Guidance on how to make the
FJC pet-inclusive.

Appendices offer details on state
laws that define intimidating ani-
mal abuse as acts of domestic vio-
lence and that allow pets to be
included in protection orders.

The Toolkit examines the evolution
of co-sheltering programs and
highlights the risks and prevalence
of animal abuse in abusive house-
holds. “By acknowledging the cen-
tral role pets play in survivors’ de-
cision-making, FICs can more
effectively protect every vulnera-
ble member of the family and
strengthen their overall capacity to
deliver compassionate, holistic
services,” it notes.

“Because abuse frequently ex-
tends beyond the individual to
include pets and animals, ques-
tions about pets should be inten-
tionally integrated into survivor-
centered assessments,” it advises.
Recognizing the dynamic of how
threats or harm to pets can trap
survivors in dangerous situations
and deepen trauma for both
adults and children is an essential
step toward building holistic, survi-
vor-centered services that enable
the FIC to better understand the
full scope of a survivor’s experi-
ence and respond with interven-
tions that prioritize safety for eve-
ry member of the family - human
and animal alike.

Routinely and systematically ask-
ing the recommended pet-related
intake questions not only identifies
risks but also validates survivors’
concerns, builds trust, and opens
the door to meaningful and client-
tailored safety planning. “By em-

PETS AND
FAMILY JUSTICE CENTERS
TOOLKIT

ATOOLKITTO ASSIST FAMILY JUSTICE CENTERS IN PROVIDING INCLUSIVE SERVICES FOR SURVIVORS WITH PETS

bedding pet-inclusive assessments
into daily practice, FICs can
strengthen their capacity to pro-
tect survivors, support their chil-
dren, and safeguard their ani-
mals,” it adds.

Chapter 3 helps FICs to help their
clients before they flee by intro-
ducing them to potential partner-
ships with local animal shelters,
humane societies, veterinary net-
works, and other resources. It
offers guidance for including pets
in safety plans. In jurisdictions
where cross-reporting laws exist,
coordinated referrals between ani-
mal control and domestic violence
services can further strengthen
the safety net for both survivors
and their pets.

Chapter 4 explores pet-friendly
housing and foster care options for
survivors with pets. It includes
legal considerations about pet
custody and practical tools to
ensure that the animals are not
overlooked so that the entire
family can “move towards hope
and healing together.”

(Continued on Page 3)


https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance/resources/pets-and-family-justice-centers-toolkit
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance/resources/pets-and-family-justice-centers-toolkit
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance
https://www.allianceforhope.org/family-justice-center-alliance
https://redrover.org/
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New Toolkit Will Help Family Justice Centers to Become Pet-Inclusive

Continued from Page 2)

Chapter 5 explores the impact of
all this on children who may be
deeply entwined emotionally with
the pets and whose healing, safe-
ty, stability, and well-being can be
profound-
ly shaped

“Because abuse
frequently extends by the

beyond the indi-  P'>¢"°®
.y . of both
vidual to include ;1 estic
pets and animals, violence
questions about ~ and ani-
pets should be mal abuse
, . in the
intentionally home. It
integrated into explores
survivor-centered the trau-
assessments.” ma chil-
dren expe-

rience when witnessing pet abuse,
the ways pets can serve as protec-
tive factors, the heightened safety
risks children face when trying to
shield their animals from harm,
and guidance for advocates re-
garding assessment, safety plan-
ning, and collaboration with part-
ners to ensure children and pets
are supported as interconnected
members of the family.

Chapter 6 details some of the
more unusual circumstances and
logistical, legal and emotional
challenges FJCs may face:

e Unusual pets;

e Service and emotional support
animals;

e Military-connected clients;

e Survivors experiencing home-
lessness.

The Toolkit offers resources, proto-
cols and strategies to help FICs
navigate these atypical complexi-
ties.

Chapter 7 focuses on the strategic
and operational aspects of becom-
ing a pet-inclusive Family Justice
Center by embedding pet support
into legal services, housing assis-
tance, counseling, outreach, and
community engagement and col-
laborations.

“In embracing this model, FICs
move from providing individual
interventions toward creating an
organizational culture that fully
acknowledges the importance of
pets, ensuring that every survivor
and family member receives com-
prehensive, compassionate care,”
it concludes.

“There is no one-size-fits-all model
for all Family Justice Centers. But
our wish is that the facts and ideas
presented here will inspire you to
take the steps necessary to ad-
dress the needs of all the victims
of family violence—including ani-
mals.”

The nation’s 74 affiliated Family
Justice Centers play a critical role
in supporting survivors of family
violence, sexual abuse, and human
trafficking. These centers provide a
coordinated, trauma-informed
approach to safety, healing, and
justice. They offer such services as
legal advice, housing support,
counseling, mental health support,
safety planning, outreach and
community engagement.

Join us for a free webinar to explain the Toolkit and how it can help you
help survivors with pets — Tuesday, June 16, 1:00 pm EDT.

Why Should Family
Justice Center
Advocates Ask Clients
About their Pets?

Asking Family Justice Center cli-
ents about any concerns they may
have about their animals’ safety
serves several key purposes:

e Pets can be vital members of
clients’ emotional support
systems.

e Clients in crisis or under ex-
treme stress may be unwilling
or unable to clearly articulate
their situation. They may feel
safer talking about their pets’
welfare than about their own
traumas.

e Asking about pets starts a
comforting dialogue that
builds immediate rapport and
trust.

e This dialogue can then lead
more easily into a discussion
of their own concerns and
help identify the client’s risk
factors and sources of resili-
ence.

e Because animals slip under
the radar of human defense
mechanisms, asking questions
about their pets and their
welfare may help open a win-
dow into the person’s or fami-
ly’s underlying issues.

e This dialogue not only helps
you solve clients’ immediate
and long-term concerns but
also allows for earlier inter-
vention that protects not only
the clients but also all vulner-
able members of her family.



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7017798329512/WN_ILbzW91FRHObERzW917PKw#/registration
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Brazil Joins Countries Allowing Courts to

Decide Divorcees’ Custody of Pets

he movement born in

multiple U.S. states to al-

low courts to determine
custody of companion animals in
their best interests during divisive
divorce settlements — many of
which are the result of domestic
violence — has spread to Brazil.

The BBC reported that Brazil’s
Congress enacted legislation al-
lowing courts to grant shared cus-
tody of companion animals when
separating couples cannot agree
on arrangements. Judges will be
able to divide custody and assign
maintenance costs, provided the
animal lived primarily with the
couple and there is no history of
domestic violence or other crimi-
nal risk. It is not clear whether a
history of animal abuse, or threat-
ening animals to intimidate spous-
es and partners, is specifically in-
cluded.

Lawmakers cited rising disputes
over pet ownership in family
courts and changing social norms.
They viewed the law change as a
reflection of the importance peo-
ple place on their pets. Currently,
the country of 213 million people
has about 160 million pets, ac-
cording to the Instituto Pet Brasil.

A statement accompanying the
law added that couples with fewer
children tend to have closer rela-
tionships with their animals,
“often considered true family
members”.

The law in Brazil follows a similar
law recently enacted in Mexico
(See the February 2026 LINK-
Letter), where nearly 70% of
households are believed to have
pets. Similar laws are believed to
exist in France, Spain and Portugal.
In the U.S., Alaska, California, Dela-
ware, lllinois, Maine, New Hamp-
shire, New York, Rhode Island, and
the District of Columbia have en-
acted similar laws since 2016.
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Study Seeks
Survivors Who
Needed Veterinary
Care for Pets

Rochelle Stevenson & Crystal Giesbrecht

novel study in Canada is

seeking participants who

have sought veterinary
care for animals who have been
injured by their romantic partners.

The study, which will be conducted
via confidential interviews virtually
or by phone, is part of a larger
study led by Rochelle Stevenson at
Thompson Rivers University in
British Columbia and Crystal
Giesbrecht, Director of Research at
the Provincial Association of Tran-
sition Houses and Services of Sas-
katchewan (PATHS). Other re-
searchers participating are at the
University of Windsor, University
of Guelph, and PATHS.

To participate, email Stevenson at
rstevenson@tru.ca. -
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Pennsylvania Proposes Reimbursing Costs of Relocating Survivors’ Pets

unique resource to help survivors leave their

abusers has been proposed in Pennsylvania

where HB 2476 would allow out-of-pocket ex-
penses related to domestic violence survivors’ having
to relocate or temporarily board their household pets
to be reimbursed under the Crime Victim Compensa-

tion Program.

“Not having a safe place for your pet to go is a major

barrier to victims leaving a potentially life-threatening
situation,” said the bill’s sponsor, Rep. Ismail Smith-
Wade-El (D— Lancaster Co.) . The program currently

Rep. Smith-Wade-EI

covers relocation expenses neces-
sary to protect the health and safe-
ty of the victim and other individu-
als residing in their household.

“As family members, pets should
be covered, too,” he emphasized.


https://perma.cc/54PP-MJ2N
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/LINK-Letter-2026-February.pdf
mailto:rstevenson@tru.ca
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Canadian Response to Gender-Based Violence

Includes The Link as Coercive Control

n a response to a pioneering national study in

Canada on coercive control in the criminal and

family justice systems, the Minister of Justice has
acknowledged that coercive control is a dangerous
pattern of abuse that often precedes physical violence
and that can include harm and threats to animals.

The March 26 response by
The Hon. Sean Fraser also
highlights that coercive con-
trol does not stop with hu-
man victims: abuse, threats,
and/or neglect of companion
animals are frequently used
to intimidate, punish, and
silence women and their
children particularly in cases
of gender-based violence and intimate partner vio-
lence.

The Hon. Sean Fraser

The Standing Committee on the Status of Women’s
report Coercive Control in Canada, published in late
2025 (See the January 2026 LINK-Letter) included 16
recommendations that call for action to address more
consistently that “coercive control”, or “coercive and
controlling behavior” describes a pattern of behavior
that takes place over time in the context of intimate
partner and familial relationships that serves to
“entrap” victims, eliminating their sense of freedom in
the relationship. Addressing IPV and coercive control
in intimate partner and familial relationships requires a
multi-faceted and comprehensive response including
dedicated funding to preventing this conduct and as-
sisting victims and survivors, the report emphasized.

The report identified several areas where animals as
part of the pattern of coercive control area are already
being addressed:

e Canada's Divorce Act recognizes that coercive and
controlling violence is an extremely dangerous
type of family violence and exposure to coercive
control in the home is a very harmful form of child
abuse, often escalating after separation. It can in-
clude emotional, financial and psychological
abuse. It can also include threats to kill or harm an
animal or the killing or harming of an animal, and

such conduct is explicitly included in the definition
of family violence.

e Under the Criminal Code, courts may consider
threats or harm to animals as part of the factual
context in related offences such as criminal harass-
ment or intimidation, particularly where such con-
duct is used to instill fear or exert control over a
victim.

e Bill C-16, the Protecting Victims Act, currently in
Parliament, includes using, attempting, or threat-
ening violence against an animal that is in the care
of the intimate partner, as well as controlling or
attempting to control the way the intimate partner
cares for such an animal as a form of coercive or
controlling conduct. Bill C-16 would reinforce the
recognition of animal mistreatment as a tool of
coercive control by expanding criminal harassment
provisions to capture threats or harm to animals in
a victim’s care and by criminalizing the distribution
of animal sexual abuse material, better reflecting
the lived realities of abuse and enabling earlier,
more effective intervention.

e The Government of Canada, through WAGE, also
supports women’s shelters in enhancing their ca-
pacity to meet the diverse needs of those experi-
encing violence, including making it possible for
women to bring their companion animals with
them when seeking safety.

e The RCMP also provides training to its members
and other law enforcement personnel, service pro-
viders, and frontline employees on other topics
such as strangulation and traumatic brain injury in
IPV, the violence link between animal abuse and
IPV,

“The Government of Canada shares the Committee’s

recognition of the importance of strengthening federal

efforts to address coercive control in Canada. The Gov-

ernment agrees with the Committee about the im-

portance of addressing coercive control and supporting

victims and survivors of GBV, including IPV and coer-
cive control in intimate partner and familial relation-

ships,” the report concluded. “This report is an im-

portant addition to the body of knowledge guiding our

ongoing efforts to address coercive control

in Canada.” “=


https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/LINK-Letter-2026-January.pdf
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Connecticut Takes Steps for Statewide Program for Survivors’ Pets

he State of Connecticut has taken a unique

step in considering the feasibility of a

statewide program to assist domestic violence
survivors with pets with the passage of S.B. 318,
signed into law as Public Act No. 26-112 on May 20.

Beginning Oct. 1, the Commissioner of Agriculture, in
consultation with the Office of Victim Services, will
begin a study of the impact of the need for placement
of companion animals on victims of domestic violence.
The study will include, but not be limited to:

(1) Existing resources available for victims of domestic
violence to find temporary or permanent placements
for a companion animal;

(2) Identification of persons who may serve as a con-
tact person for victims of domestic violence who need
to place their companion animal in the care of another
person due to such circumstance; and

(3) The feasibility of establishing a phone number or
other electronic communication line accessible 24
hours a day for victims of domestic violence who need
to place their companion animal in the care of another
person due to such circumstance.

The commis-
sioner will
submit the
findings and
recommen-
dations no
later than
Jan. 1, 2027
to the Envi-
ronment
Committee, which submitted the bill.

The provisions are particularly significant because
there is currently only one domestic violence shelter in
Connecticut --- Safe Futures in New London -- that is
believed to accept survivors’ pets. The New England
states were among the last to begin the process of
transitioning shelters to also accept pets. Among the
more than 300 shelters in 49 states now considered
pet-inclusive, Connecticut, Hawaii, Nebraska, New
Hampshire, North Dakota, Rhode Island, and South
Dakota still have only one shelter. Delaware is the only
state remaining with no pet-friendly shelters.

Pet Protection Laws Help Define Animals as “More than Property”

new article by Amy Fitzgerald, who has been

actively promoting a new legal construct of

animals as being “more than property,” (See
the December 2024 LINK-Letter) identifies a different
approach grounded in law based on how 42 U.S. states
have amended laws to enable inclusion of companion
animals to address the pressing social problem of do-
mestic violence survivors delaying leaving abusers be-
cause they are unable to take their animals with them.

Fitzgerald, criminology and sociology professor at the
University of Windsor in Canada, examines how these
statutes are beginning to be cited in legal cases as evi-
dence that animals warrant being given greater consid-
eration than would be the case of simple property.
Judges are now citing these animal-inclusive protection
orders as evidence that pets are considered family
members in legal cases beyond domestic violence, in-
cluding pet custody disputes in divorce settlements,
animal cruelty cases, emergency rescues, and emotion-
al distress claims.

Without directly granting animals
legal “personhood,” Fitzgerald
posits that these protection or-
ders are eroding the idea that
animals are just things. Instead,
courts are recognizing the social
bonds, vulnerability, and shared |
victimization of people and their
animals.

Amy Fitzgerald
Fitzgerald concludes that these statutes are significant
because they not only serve to protect animals and the
people who love them, they also undercut the proper-
ty status of animals which has much broader implica-
tions.

—Fitzgerald, A.J. (2026). Animal-inclusive protection order
statutes in case law: social problems and the

erosion of the property status of animals.

“: Social Problems, spag012.
Global .
“w.“:k. https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spag012.

€


https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/LINK-Letter-2024-December.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spag012
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Florida Expands Law to Include Threats to Pets in Protective Orders

he State of Florida has expanded its law pro-

tecting the pets of domestic violence victims

by revising the criteria that a court may consid-
er in determining whether a petitioner for a domestic
violence protective injunction has reasonable cause to
believe that she or he is in imminent danger to include
whether the respondent has threatened to injure or
kill a family pet, service animal, or emotional support
animal.

HB 277, sponsored by Reps. Debra Tendrich (D — Palm
Beach) and Danny Nix, Jr. (R — Charlotte/Sarasota) was
signed into law on May 22. F. S. A. § 741.30 already
allowed petitioners to file injunctions for protection
against domestic violence when the respondent has
“intentionally injured or killed a family pet”; the new
provision, which takes effect July 1, expands that to
include threats to injure or kill animals.

The threat-to-pets provision was part of a larger pack-
age of statutory revisions. The new law also: enhances
penalties for repeated violations of domestic violence
injunctions; adds the existence of a military protective
order to the criteria courts may consider in issuing an
injunction; requires injunctions against sexual violence
and dating violence to be entered into a statewide da-
tabase; and increases the dollar amounts for relocation
assistance claims for victims of domestic violence.

The final version of the bill differed somewhat from its
original iteration. In the original version, the definition
of “domestic violence” would have been expanded to
include criminal acts of cruelty to animals. That provi-
sion was omitted in the enacted version, leaving

Reps. Debra Tendrich (left) and Danny Nix, Jr.

Florida excluded from the 20 states that define acts of
coercive-control harm to a household animal within
the definition of domestic violence.

The original version would have also expanded the
language in petitions for injunctions against domestic
violence to include whether the respondent “used the
family pet as a means of coercive control.” Acts of ag-
gravated animal cruelty by the respondent would have
also been included among the sentencing multipliers
courts could use.

Since 2020, Florida courts have been allowed to award
exclusive care, control and possession of non-
agricultural animals when issuing protective injunc-
tions and to order the respondent to temporarily have
no contact with the animal or otherwise harming or
disposing of it.

Join Us In Our Mission!

Please help us educate and advocate to promote greater legislative, public and professional un-
derstanding of, and response to, The Link between animal abuse and other family and communi-
ty violence! It is through the generosity of our donors that we are able to continue our trainings,
publications, compilation of resources and research, and reporting on Link legislation. Your gift
helps us prevent animal cruelty, domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse and create a saf-
er world. Please click here to make a secure and tax-deductible contribution.



https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition

CHILD MALTREATMENT... and THE LINK

Interdisciplinary Collaboration Needed to
Address Childhood Animal Cruelty

ollaborative safety plan-

ning with mental health

professionals, community
outreach with animal welfare pro-
fessions, and increased cross-
disciplinary communication are
necessary in order for child abuse
caseworkers to better identify and
apply best practices to address
the red flag of childhood cruelty
to animals.

That is the conclusion from a
study by researchers at Thomas
Jefferson University that identified
a need for greater understanding
of behavioral red flags associated
with animal abuse. The study also
drew attention to concerns over
professional compassion fatigue
and noted that these findings can
inform future research and evi-
dence-based practice.

Katharine Wenocur, Kirby Wycoff,
Sarah Jayne Oltz, and Ryan
Gilchrist of Thomas Jefferson Uni-
versity conducted a series of focus
groups involving 24 mental health
professionals, child protective ser-
vice workers, animal control offic-
ers, veterinarians, legal profes-
sionals, and prosecutors.

They based their study on the
premise that intentional harm of
animals in childhood has long

Katharine Wenocur, left, & Kirby Wycoff

been considered an indicator of
psychological distress that is corre-
lated with perpetration of and vic-
timization by violence. However,
few studies address common prac-
tices within and between other
professional disciplines that come
into contact with children who
abuse animals. The study sought
to identify best practices and gaps
in intervention from a multi-
disciplinary professional perspec-
tive.

They are presenting their findings,
“Responding to Animal Abuse in
Childhood: Professional Perspec-
tives Across Disciplines”, at the
International Society for Anthrozo-
ology’s conference in Paris,
France, on July 2.

This research was supported by an
Animal Cruelty Research Grant
from the ASPCA. For more infor-
mation about 2026 ASPCA grants,
please see the article on Page 16.

New Florida Law
Protects Children
and Animals

lorida Gov. Ron DeSantis

on May 12 signed HB 559

into law, making it a felony
for an adult to commit aggravated
animal cruelty, animal fighting, or
sexual activities involving animals
in the presence of a minor, or
cause a minor to commit such
crimes. It takes effect on Oct. 1.

The new law also requires a court
to order a minor who commits
specified acts of animal cruelty to
undergo a psychological evalua-
tion, counseling and treatment,
with the minor’s parent or guardi-
an or the state paying these costs.
It also increases the level on the
offense severity ranking chart for
fighting or baiting animals.

The bill was a
bipartisan effort
co-sponsored by
Rep. Linda
Chaney (R —St.
Petersburg) and
Rep. Johanna
Lépez (D — Orlan-
do). “I filed this
bill because com-
mitting animal
crimes in front of
minors is a seri-
ous issue that
often co-occurs
with other forms
of family violence
and can have Rep. Johanna Lopez
severe, long-term traumatic
effects on the children involved,”
said Chaney. “Children who wit-
ness domestic violence at home
are significantly more likely to
abuse animals themselves. HB 559
aims to prevent that.”
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Study Reports Strong Links between Online
Child Sexual Abuse Material and Animal Cruelty

n international study of over 24,500 partici-

pants examining the online behaviors, path-

ways, and digital environments of individuals
who have searched for or viewed child sexual abuse
material (CSAM)is reporting that CSAM consumption
frequently co-occurs with exposure to other illegal or
harmful material including animal cruelty.

49% of respondents reported encountering or search-
ing for content beyond CSAM, most commonly animal
cruelty, self-harm and suicide material, depictions of
death or murder, and graphic violence. The research-
ers concluded that this reinforces growing evidence
that violent and exploitative online content exists with-
in a broader ecosystem of harm rather than in isola-
tion.

In terms of the severity of CSAM that respondents
viewed, 29% viewed violent sexual activity involving
children, and 24% viewed sexual content involving chil-
dren and animals.

The researchers detail how many respondents came
searching for CSAM came across other forms of illegal

tax-deductible donation to

news, trainings, and

information flowing freely.

Your gift helps us protect
vulnerable people and
animals from violence,

abuse and neglect.

Thank you for caring!

Please click here to make a

help keep The LINK-Letter’s

or harmful material delib-
erately, accidentally, or
through an algorithm that
directed them there. A
significant proportion of
respondents reported
first encountering por-
nography and CSAM in
childhood, with rates in-
creasing sharply by early
adolescence.

Protect
Children

TELL ME MORE ABOUT TECH

CSAM Perpetrator
Research Report

Findings from a Survey of CSAM

Perpetrators on Digital Platform
Use and Design

Prepared by Sponsored by
Protect Children Ofcom

The report reinforces the
interconnected nature of
online abuse and exploitation. The authors emphasize
that efforts to address CSAM must be situated within
broader strategies that also confront the dangers in
algorithmic amplification, violent content including
animal cruelty, and the growing risks facing children
and youth in digital spaces.
--Protect Children (2026). CSAM Perpetrator Research
Report: Findings from a Survey of CSAM Perpetrators on
' 6——: ' Digital Platform Use and Design.
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For Additional

Information

Just click on the blue underlined hyperlinks in these arti-

cles to take you to other websites with additional infor-
mation about that topic.


https://www.protectchildren.fi/en/post/tmat-csam-perpetrator-research-report
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S

CHILD MALTREATMENT... and THE LINK

Why Did Georgia Governor Veto Child Abuse Cross-Reporting Bill?

n an unexpected setback for Link-based cross-

reporting, Georgia Gov. Brian P. Kemp vetoed a

bill that would have added many animal care and
control professionals to those mandated to report sus-
pected child abuse and neglect.

HB 1409 had passed the House 155-12 and the Senate
52-0 but was vetoed by the Governor on May 12. The
bill would have added animal service workers, animal
control officers, humane society employees, animal
cruelty investigators, and animal shelter personnel, as
well as firefighters, to the list of professions mandated
to report suspected child abuse or neglect to the Divi-
sion of Family and Children Services.

In explaining his reasons for vetoing the measure,
Kemp wrote:

“House Bill 1409 would, among other things,
require the Department of Family and Children
Services (“DFCS”) to implement an online plat-
form for receiving reports of child abuse from
mandatory reporters. Undoubtedly, DFCS must
improve on the present system and address
the litany of complaints from mandatory re-
porters and other interested parties. House Bill
1409, however, would preclude DFCS from
competitively procuring solutions because the
operational requirements are so narrowly
specified. While the General Assembly should,
by statute, impose requirements on state agen-
cies under a proper construction of the separa-
tion of powers, the implementation of those
requirements is properly the domain of the
executive branch. For the foregoing reasons, |
VETO HOUSE BILL 1409.”

It is not clear that that was the true reason for the ve-
to. An unrelated amendment was added by the Senate
to the original bill that would have required any settle-
ment of claims of sexual harassment, discrimination,
retaliation, or unlawful employment practice against a
member of the General Assembly to be subject to
public disclosure.

Georgia’s list of mandated re-
porters of child abuse or ne-
glect consists of the usual
groups of professionals, includ-
ing human healthcare, educa-
tors, psychologists, counselors,
social workers, marriage and
family therapists, law enforce-
ment, pregnancy resource cen-
ters, persons who process or
produce visual or printed
matter, and child welfare, services and counseling per-
sonnel. Georgia has no mandatory reporting of animal
abuse, although veterinarians and technicians are per-
mitted to make such reports, with immunity from civil
and criminal liability for reports made in good faith.

Gov. Brian P. Kemp

ELDER ABUSE... and THE LINK

Maryland Law May Protect
Animals of Vulnerable Adults

aryland enacted HB 282 on May 26, setting

the stage for a possible interpretation of

coercive-control animal cruelty to be ap-
plied elder abuse as is more frequently used in instanc-
es of domestic violence.

The new law ex-
pands the defini-
tion of “abuse” of
a vulnerable adult
to include psycho-
logical harm or
sexual abuse per-
petrated by an
individual in a relationship of trust. It defines
“psychological harm” as the “observable, identifiable,
and substantial impairment of a vulnerable adult’s
ability to function due to severe emotional distress
caused by an intentional act or series of acts.”

While threats to, or harm of, a vulnerable adult’s pet,
service animal or emotional support animal are not
specifically identified as psychological harm, it is con-
ceivable that a future court ruling could apply this
standard. Substantial case law and statutes in other
states define threats or harm to animals as coercive
control in domestic violence scenarios.



LAW ENFORCEMENT... and THE LINK

India Begins Counting National Animal Cruelty Statistics

n a process that may be a precursor similar to the

FBI’s program to document animal cruelty cases

to gain national statistics on incidence, and to be
able to correlate these crimes with crimes against hu-
mans, India’s National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
has now initiated the inclusion of crimes against ani-
mals in its annual statistics.

The 72" edition of the NCRB's
Crime in India publication, pub-
lished with 2024 statistics, appears
to be the first edition to include
the category of violations of the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animal
Act among its comprehensive

:,’ analysis of crime statistics in the
e e e e massive South Asian country of 1.4

billion people. The data serve as a
principal reference document for lawmakers, law en-
forcement agencies and academicians to inform deci-
sion-making, policy formulation and strategy develop-
ment to combat crime and enhance public safety.

According to the report, in 2024 there were 9,039 cas-
es of crimes against animals in 28 states, 19 cities, and
8 union territories. These incidents represented a 0.4%
share of all “special acts and local law crimes”.

While it is not clear whether the Indian system will
allow animal cruelty cases to be cross-referenced with
crimes against individuals, as the FBI’s National Inci-
dent Based Reporting System (NIBRS) does, this ap-
pears to mark a pioneering first step in recognizing
that animal cruelty violations are, in fact, crimes and
need to be treated as such by law enforcement.
Demonstrating how these crimes also impact human
victims has a consistent effect worldwide of getting
lawmakers and law enforcement officials to take ani-
mal cruelty cases more seriously.

Permission to Reprint

The news items contained in The LINK-Letter are intended
to disseminate as widely and as freely as possible infor-
mation about the connections between animal abuse and
interpersonal violence. Permission is hereby granted to re-
post these articles in newsletters, websites, magazines,
and electronic publications provided that appropriate cred-
it is given to the National Link Coalition and with hyper-
links to www.nationallinkcoalition.org.

»

Ayaan Ali Siddiqui, second from left, comments during a presentation
of enforcement of anti-cruelty laws at the Law Enforcement & Policing
Fellowship Academic Conference in India.

“It is encouraging to see increasing institutional recog-
nition of the relationship between animal cruelty, pub-
lic safety, and broader patterns of violence, especially
as these discussions are gradually entering policing,
criminological, and policy spaces through academic
dialogue, field-based research, and law-enforcement-
oriented discourse,” Ayaan Ali Siddiqui of the
Takshashila Institution —an independent, nonpartisan
center for research and education in public policy
based in Bangalore (See the May 2026 LINK-Letter),
reports.

Siddiqui was a panelist at the first Law Enforcement &
Policing Fellowship (LEPF) Academic Conference in No-
vember 2025 in Bengaluru. The three-day conference,
hosted by the Takshashila Institution and the Indian
Police Foundation, brought together LEPF Fellows, sen-
ior police practitioners, academics, and subject-matter
experts for an intensive exchange of research and ide-
as aimed at strengthening India’s law enforcement
ecosystem. Presentations addressed research insights
to practical policing reforms including multidiscipli-
nary approaches to preventing animal cruelty.

The Tribune of India newspaper reported that while
the 9,039 cases represent “just a drop in the ocean”
because many cases are not reported, “The collection
of these statistics is nevertheless important as crimi-
nals who hurt animals are a threat to

everyone.” =



http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org
https://www.ncrb.gov.in/uploads/files/CrimeinIndia2024-VolumeI.pdf
https://takshashila.org.in/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/LINK-Letter-2026-May.pdf
https://www.policefoundationindia.org/events/past-events/law-enforcement-policing-fellowship-lepf-academic-conference-2025
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/delhi/in-a-first-national-crime-records-bureau-records-statistics-of-cruelty-to-animals/
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Link Featured in Ohio Peace Officers Training

Link course in the Ohio

Police Officers Training

Academy will be a free,
CPT-approved all-day workshop on
June 22, at Owens Community Col-
lege’s Center for Emergency Pre-
paredness in Walbridge. Nine pre-
senters will discuss Ohio’s new
dangerous dog and cross-reporting
laws. Click here to register.

Vicki Deisner, Ex-
ecutive Director of
the hosting Ohio
Animal Advocates,
said the workshop
is being supported
by the Kenneth A. @ .
Scott Charitable  Vicki Deisner
Trust. It will feature:

1) A legal overview of how HB
247 (“Avery’s law”) changed
the previous dangerous dog
law; the background of the
problems in the field that led
to this legislation; how the
legislation has addressed
these problems; and how im-
plementation is working, and

2) The critical issue and opportu-
nities to establish and enhance
cross-training and cross-
reporting processes at the
state and local level. It will ex-
plore “the dark side” of the
human-animal bond and its
implications for human and
animal services, family welfare
agencies, prosecutors, law en-
forcement, and human and
veterinary medicine. It will
describe strategies, public poli-
cy, research, and programs to
prevent family violence and to
respond to its human and ani-
mal victims.

The Link portion of the workshop
will cover: Ohio’s cross-reporting
law; the inclusion of pets in Ohio
protective orders; safe havens for
pets of survivors; applicable stat-
utes and statistics; Ohio’s felony
strangulation law; case studies;
utilizing threat assessments for
better case resolution and officer
safety; and how animal abuse is
linked with child maltreatment,
domestic violence, elder abuse,
and community violence.

Presenters will include:

Todd Curtis, Special Investigator,
Wood County Prosecutors

Vicki Deisner, Esq., Executive Direc-
tor, Ohio Animal Advocates

Kayla Evanoff, Shelter Manager/
Advocate, The Cocoon — Domestic
and Sexual Violence Agency

Steven Heaven, Executive Director,
Toledo Humane

Carole O Heyward, Esq., Senior Clini-
cal Professor of Law and Faculty
Director, Cleveland State Universi-
ty Animal Law Clinic

Kailey Leary, Esq., Supervising Attor-
ney and Clinic Director, Cleveland
State University Animal Law Clinic

Scott Mills, Chief Dog Warden/
Humane Agent, Marion County
Sheriff’s Office

Dr. Alana Van Gundy, Esq., Professor
in Criminal Justice and Legal Advo-
cate

Larry Williams, Chief Dog Warden,
Licking County Dog Warden’s
Office

Child, Domestic and
Animal Advocates
Partner to Pass
Iowa Felony Law

owa domestic violence and

child advocates who remind-

ed everyone that animal
abuse is often a warning sign of
violence inside the home joined a
broad, determined coalition of
animal welfare organizations, law
enforcement officers, state associ-
ations, and members of the veteri-
nary community to secure a last-
minute, bipartisan passage of
HF 2348.

The bill, while not
specifically a Link
issue, is signifi-
cant is that it
makes lowa the
final state in the
Leighann Lassiter  U.S. to have a law
that makes intentional animal tor-
ture a felony on the first offense.
The law includes elevated penal-
ties if the individual involved has
already been convicted for animal
abuse, neglect or torture, injury to
or interference with a police ser-
vice dog, bestiality or involvement
in animal fighting.

B Passage of the
law, which took
{ nearly 10 years of
— intense lobbying
efforts, means
that lowa is no
longer the only
state where extreme animal cruel-
ty was not an automatic felony on
the first offense, said Leighann
Lassiter and Preston
Moore, program director for the
animal cruelty campaigns and lo-
wa state director, respectively, for
Humane World for Animals.

Preston Moore



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1whX8WlHRcX3XaXqXVhNeCW_pZNEQPZ5P/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.humaneworld.org/en/blog/iowa-becomes-final-state-pass-animal-cruelty-law?utm_source=The+Real+Mailing+List+created+6-22-21&utm_campaign=eafd8460a4-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2_7_2024_9_30_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bb91586b95-eafd8460a4-259752726
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National Sheriffs Association Magazine Explains Pet Protection Orders

he ability to include pets in

domestic violence protec-

tion orders is a relatively
new concept for many law en-
forcement officers, so the National
Sheriffs Association was gracious
enough to offer the National Link
Coalition an opportunity to explain
this concept to their members. The
result was a three-page article by
Phil Arkow in the most recent issue
of Sheriff & Deputy magazine that
will help law enforcement officers
responding to domestic violence
incidents inform the victims that
options are available to also pro-
tect their animals.

The article
describes
how ani-
mals be-
come “soft
targets” for
abusers’
outbursts
of rage and
collateral
damage in
the emotional abuse directed at
human victims. The threat or
harm to animals “can become
either the last straw that prompts
her to leave or an impenetrable
barrier forcing her to stay, with
the family held hostage in fear for
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ANIMAL SHELTERS... and THE LINK

their animals’ welfare,” Arkow
wrote.

The article described the varia-
tions in the pet protection order
statutes now in effect in 42 states
with a list of each state’s relevant
statutes. While the details of the
orders will be for judges to sort
out, “Sheriffs, deputies and court
officials should concentrate on
knowing that these laws exist,
make victims aware of them, and
help them secure orders that pro-
tect victims, their children, and
their animals,” he concluded.
— Arkow, P. (2026). Pet protection
orders: A new tool to help victims of

domestic violence.
Sheriff & Deputy, 78(3), 16-18.

Study Examines Mental Health Risks to Shelter & Investigation Workers

uilding on earlier research in Ontario that de-

scribed the additional physical risks and emo-

tional stressors experienced by female animal
cruelty investigators (See the April 2018 LINK-Letter), a
new study in British Columbia is reporting that animal
protection officers and animal shelter workers who
are routinely exposed to animal cruelty are at risk for
poor mental health.

Meghan Lok and Alexandra Protopopova from the
University of British Columbia note that while previous
research has examined the coping strategies to deal
with the emotional impact of animal euthanasia on
these professionals, it remains unclear whether deal-
ing with animal cruelty warrants similar types or levels
of support.

Interviews with 13 personnel identified stressors in-
cluding concerns for coworker well-being and expo-
sure to physical danger, challenges related to caring
for difficult animals and prolonged court processes.
Both groups identified witnessing animal cruelty and
experiencing verbal abuse as significant stressors.

Although
participants
from both
roles
expressed a
desire for
greater
mental health Meghan Lok, left, and Alexandra Protopopova
support, animal protection officers emphasized
internal organizational changes, while animal shelter
workers highlighted the need for external, systemic
improvements. Such changes, they argue, would sup-
port worker well-being, ultimately improving animal
welfare, reducing employee turnover, and benefiting
the broader community.

They are presenting their findings, “The impact of
animal cruelty cases on animal protection
officers” and animal shelter workers’

mental well-being”, at the International ’i ,
Society for Anthrozoology’s conference in ', e« _
Paris, France, on July 2. 2


https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/LinkLetter-2018-April.pdf
https://nsa.sheriffs.org/s/s/Publication_Archives.aspx

VETERINARY MEDICINE... and THE LINK

Why Don’t Veterinarians Always Report Animal Abuse?

he Veterinarian’s Oath “requires us ethically

and morally to protect animals, be a trusted

advisor and be an advocate for animals. So
there is a responsibility ... that if there is suspicion
of animal abuse, whether it's direct or indirect, to
report it.”

That’s the advice of Amanda Landis-Hanna, a veteri-
narian and RedRover board member. But she, and
the National Link Coalition’s Phil Arkow, in an article
for DomesticShelters.org outlined a list of reasons
why practitioners have been reluctant to report —
and the reasons why they should overcome their
fears.

Reporting abuse can be crucial for getting help for
both vulnerable animals and people. “When we see
animals come in with suspected abuse, it's im-
portant for veterinarians to report it,” Landis-Hanna
said. “It may be the most visible sign of issues with-
in the household.” Arkow added that because the
majority of veterinary staff and clientele are women,
“There’s a high likelihood that there’s domestic vio-
lence swirling around any vet office.”

The two described how emotional abuse can over-
lap between domestic violence and animal abuse
and the parallels between pediatricians and veteri-
narians regarding reporting suspected abuse
affecting their patients.

They listed some of the reasons veterinarians have
been reluctant to report — and solutions to those
concerns:

Animal abuse isn’t always considered important by
governments who prioritize agribusiness interests. But
43 states now mandate or permit practitioners to re-
port their suspicions, which removes one roadblock.

Veterinarians aren’t sure if what they’re seeing is
abuse. But they do not have to know that it is abuse —
merely report suspicions and let the investigation and
legal teams make that determination.

Veterinarians don’t know how to report, because
there is no standardized or centralized investigatory
system. But the National Link Coalition’s

National Directory of 6,500 Abuse Investigation Agen-
cies will lead them to the appropriate agency.

Veterinarians are
worried about damage
or retaliation and fear
making things worse for
the family or risking
their staff’s safety.
These are possibilities,
but not reporting will
definitely make things
worse.

Amanda Landis-Hanna

Veterinarians are running a business and even after
many years in practice are still paying off student loan
debt. Fear of losing clients, negative social media re-
views and legal action is a significant deterrent. But
they may get a more favorable reputation among cli-
ents who see them taking a stand against animal cruel-
ty.

Landis-Hanna advised domestic violence survivors
to reach out to their practitioners and to also let
them know if their pets are included within a pro-
tection-from-abuse order. “Veterinarians are relia-
ble and trustworthy. If you are fearful, at risk or
being abused, whether your animal is being abused
or not, please speak to the veterinary team,” she
said. “Veterinary teams will always do their very
best to protect not only the animals, but the hu-
mans as well.”


https://redrover.org/
https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/pets/why-don-t-veterinarians-always-report-animal-abuse?utm_source=email&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=weekly
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse

THE LINK in THE LITERATURE

Animals Should Be Included in “Dangerousness” Assessments

angerousness to self or

others” as an essential

prerequisite for hospital-
izing persons against their will,
and “grave disability” — an inabil-
ity to provide for basic life neces-
sities with mental illness as a ma-
jor contributing factor — are well
established in psychological as-
sessments and criminal law. Could
these be used in risk assessments
for animals, particularly in hoard-
ing situations?

That’s the premise of an article by
Gary Patronek and Martha Smith-
Blackmore. They argue that be-
cause the current criminal justice
approach is limited because it re-
lies on cruelty statutes that are
largely reactive, “dangerousness”
and “grave disability” should be
expanded to protect animals
when danger is readily foreseea-
ble and before it materializes into
substantial harm.

They explore these concepts’ rele-
vance to animal hoarding (not
because the person is dangerous,
but because conditions make the
situation dangerous for animals)
and domestic violence (where the
person may well be inherently
dangerous). They focus on animal
hoarding because “for the dozens
to hundreds of animals typically
involved, future suffering is as
foreseeable as it is inevitable.
Even in the early stages, the ani-
mal care deficits substantially
overlap the deficits in self- care
described under the concept of
grave disability.”

Grave disability is already familiar
to courts, mental health profes-
sionals, and adult protective ser-
vices. “However, due in part to
long-standing professional silos,

this overlap is not widely recog-
nized as extending to animal
care,” they write.

They recognize that assessing dan-
gerousness is a complicated area
of law because of: intersections
with concerns about constitutional
rights; determining where it be-
gins (or emerges) on a scale rang-
ing from optimal welfare to prose-
cutable cruelty; and the role of
mental illness and psychological
evaluation.

They identify five areas of animal
law in which the concept of dan-
gerousness is already embedded:

e Forfeiture of animals, and pro-
hibitions against acquiring fu-
ture animals, after a convic-
tion for animal cruelty;

e Including pets in domestic vio-
lence protection orders;

e Considering animals’ best in-
terests in divorce custody;

e Removing liability in Good Sa-
maritan statutes that allow
citizens to remove animals
from hot cars; and

e Justifying removing endan-
gered animals under exigent
emergencies without the usual
need for a warrant.

They argue that focusing on dan-
gerousness is an opportunity to
inspire the animal protection com-
munity to look at these situations
from a different perspective —
that of the person’s duty of care
rather than degree of the animal’s
suffering experienced. “This shift
mirrors principles found in child
protection, where the goal is not
only about preventing harm but
also ensuring the child's right to
thrive,” they add.

Martha Smith-Blackmore & Gary Patronek

They recommend that a civil ap-
proach focused on forfeiture (and
when appropriate, mental health
intervention) rather than prosecu-
tion could help bridge the gap be-
tween the care animals deserve
and the deficiencies that criminal
law will currently tolerate. They
encourage multidisciplinary collab-
orations among animal law attor-
neys, forensic mental health pro-
fessionals, veterinarians and other
animal welfare experts to clarify
how, and at what stage of risk,
determinations of dangerousness
could be performed in order to
circumvent “eminently foreseea-
ble catastrophes”.

They conclude, “Despite having a
relatively low and inconsistent pro-
file in the daily lexicon of animal
protection work, preventing dan-
gerousness is actually foundation-
al in the premise of the entire
movement (i.e., preventing cruelty
to animals).”

—Patronek, G.J., & Smith-Blackmore,
M. (2026). Recognizing non-human
animals as a vulnerable class in
assessments of “dangerousness to
others”: Application in animal
hoarding. Behavioral Sciences & The
Law, 00:1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.70065



https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.70065
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ASPCA Announces $750,000 in Research Grant Opportunities

he American Society for the Prevention of Cru-

elty to Animals 2026 Research Grant RFP is

open until July 10 for research in any disci-
pline that addresses a broad scope of topics in six are-
as of animal welfare.

Key topics to be considered, and the maximum grant
that can be awarded, are:

e Access to veterinary care ($50,000)
e Applied Behavior Research ($35,000)
e Animal cruelty ($50,000)

e Psychological trauma as a consequence of cruelty
($35,000)

e Farm animal welfare ($75,000)
e Animal shelters ($50,000)

The Animal Cruelty grants are seeking proposals that
address cruelty toward equines, cats, or dogs from
any angle or relevant discipline (e.g., public policy,
law, criminal justice, criminology, veterinary forensics,

a) increases understanding of the perspectives of key
stakeholder groups (e.g., law enforcement/animal con-
trol, veterinary professionals, animal shelters/rescues);
or

b) investigates the effectiveness of cruelty prevention/
response efforts at the community or system level.

Also of interest is research 0
that heightens awareness M m
of animal cruelty and i -
builds knowledge that in-

forms and engages key community stakeholders and

allied professionals in preventing and responding to
this animal welfare issue.

The solicitation is also open to researchers studying
topics with relevance to animal welfare (e.g., criminal
justice, public health, psychology, economics) who
wish to use the funding to add information about pet
health, animal maltreatment, etc. to an existing study.
More information is available at:

https://www.aspcapro.org/researchgrants

community engagement, prevention/intervention,
human behavior change). Of particular interest is re-

search that:

New Academic Journal to Address Pets and One Health Issues

he University of Tennes-

see, Knoxville's Center for

Pet Family Well-Being is
launching a new peer-reviewed,
open-access academic journal that
will recognize pets as essential
members of the family and ex-
plore how veterinary care, human
healthcare, public health, and so-
cial services can work together to
support coordinated, pet-inclusive
systems of care.

The Journal of
One Health
Systems is inviting =
reviewers with .
expertise in veter- 'm
inary social work and related disci-
plines to help shape high-quality,
practice-relevant scholarship. The
journal is also welcoming submis-

sions for its inaugural and subse-
guent issues that address reducing
systemic barriers to care, strength-
ening coordinated human and pet
health systems, and promoting
One Health solutions. Articles will
cover four interdisciplinary
themes:

Health and Well-Being

Aligns and strengthens veterinary,
human, and social care systems to
promote the comprehensive
health and well-being of pet fami-
lies, recognizing the interconnect-
ed needs of people and their pets.

Economic & Community Support
Mobilizes funders, nonprofits, em-
ployers, and financial systems to
reduce cost-related barriers and
invest in the infrastructure that
supports pet family health and

community-based solutions that
improve access to care and long-
term stability.

Housing, Transportation, and
Infrastructure

Addresses barriers that limit ac-
cess to care and stability for pet
families.

Education, Policy, and Research
Advances sustainable change and
One Health integration across dis-
ciplines through training, applied
research, and policy that center
pet families within care systems.

Additional details are at https://
voljournals.utk.edu/johs .



https://www.aspcapro.org/grant/2025/03/17/2026-aspca-research-grants
https://iavsw.org/so/d1PtQfg5D/c?w=U6iaYz8KrkD93TiH_0BnAInztkh20Hq82UCBsr_Qnk8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uYW0wNC5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGY3N3LnV0ay5lZHUlMkZjcGZ3JTJGJmRhdGE9MDUlN0MwMiU3Q29yZWlsbHlhYyU0MHZ0LmVkdSU3QzUwYWM0
https://iavsw.org/so/d1PtQfg5D/c?w=U6iaYz8KrkD93TiH_0BnAInztkh20Hq82UCBsr_Qnk8.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uYW0wNC5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGY3N3LnV0ay5lZHUlMkZjcGZ3JTJGJmRhdGE9MDUlN0MwMiU3Q29yZWlsbHlhYyU0MHZ0LmVkdSU3QzUwYWM0
https://iavsw.org/so/d1PtQfg5D/c?w=mvRwggrxNILxVsE-Mhw6uRWgzNN__dAMdZRZH7ILuSk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uYW0wNC5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGdm9sam91cm5hbHMudXRrLmVkdSUyRmpvaHMmZGF0YT0wNSU3QzAyJTdDb3JlaWxseWFjJTQwdnQuZWR1JTdD
https://iavsw.org/so/d1PtQfg5D/c?w=mvRwggrxNILxVsE-Mhw6uRWgzNN__dAMdZRZH7ILuSk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9uYW0wNC5zYWZlbGlua3MucHJvdGVjdGlvbi5vdXRsb29rLmNvbS8_dXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGdm9sam91cm5hbHMudXRrLmVkdSUyRmpvaHMmZGF0YT0wNSU3QzAyJTdDb3JlaWxseWFjJTQwdnQuZWR1JTdD
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Childhood Animal Cruelty and IPV Linked with Later Suicide Risk

n expansion of another recent study that compared with 10% in the low adversity group. This
Linked childhood exposure to animal cruelty group also reported much higher intensity of suicidal
with mental health issues (See the March 2026 ideation, even after accounting for current depression,
LINK-Letter) is reporting that childhood exposure to anxiety, stress, and social support.
animal cruelty — when combined with interpersonal
violence -- significantly increases the risk of suicidality Individuals exposed to interpersonal violence without
in adulthood. animal abuse did not show elevated suicide risk, un-

derscoring the unique impact of animal@directed vio-

Analyzing data from i
lence, they write.

1,072 adults who
identified a variety
of childhood adver-
sities, Shelby
McDonald, Camie
Tomlinson and col-
leagues report that
adults who grew up Shelby McDonald, left, & Camie Tomlinson
in homes where both people and animals were
harmed had markedly worse outcomes and more in-
tense suicidal thoughts and were twice as likely to
have attempted suicide at some point in their lives that
those exposed to other childhood adversities.

The researchers conclude that animal cruelty is not a
minor or isolated concern, but can be a meaningful
indicator of severe, coercive, and traumatic family vio-
lence. They recommend that exposure to harm or
threats against pets be routinely included in trauma
histories and suicide risk assessments, and call for im-
proved collaboration between domestic violence ser-
vices, mental health providers, and animal welfare pro-
fessionals.

-- McDonald, S.E., Tomlinson, C., Freedenthal, S., & Bright,
C.L,, et. al. (2026) Childhood exposure to interpersonal and

animal-directed violence: adversity profiles and adult

suicidality. Frontiers in Psychiatry 17:1771930. DOI:
31% of adults exposed to both interpersonal violence 10.3389/fpsyt.2026.1771930

and animal cruelty reported a lifetime suicide attempt,

Participants Sought for Study on Attitudes toward Animals

Shelter Medicine and Community Engagement researcher at the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Veteri-

nary Medicine is recruiting participants in animal-related fields for a short (10-15 minute) survey on attitudes

towards animals, empathy, and knowledge of animal welfare as part of a research study. The study will assess
if these scales can be used with professional populations.

Postdoctoral researcher Bethany Moyer tells The LINK-Letter that the study has created new scales to assess people’s
views on animal welfare and empathy.
Previous surveys have measured atti-
tudes towards animals using questions
about animal rights or ethical uses of
animals; the current study tries to re-
duce focus on these topics and will
compare results with previous surveys.

HELP US KEEP THE LINK FREE!

We at the National Link Coalition believe that
information is power, and that power shouldn’t

be available only to those who can afford to pay.
That’s why we keep The LINK-Letter and the
fabulous resources at NationalLinkCoalition.org

free of charge. Participants should be over the age of

18 and residents of the U.S. Click here

Thousands of people around the U.S. and world to learn more or to take part.

rely on our high-quality information to keep up-to-date on new developments
in this rapidly-evolving, dynamic field.

Please support our mission and help keep The Link free for all by
making a tax-deductible contribution to the National Link Coalition today.



https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/LINK-Letter-2026-March.pdf
https://upenn.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_b8fHkRFJiydnvds
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition

Growing GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS
National Link Coalition Joins IAHAIO

he National Link Coalition

has joined the Interna-

tional Association of Hu-
man-Animal Interaction Organiza-
tions (JAHAIQ) as an Affiliate
Member. IAHAIO is the global as-
sociation of more than 109 multi-
disciplinary organizations, aca-
demic study centers and profes-
sional associations in 37 countries
that engage in practice, research
and/or education in animal assist-
ed interventions and service ani-
mal training. These activities
serve to promote the positive and
therapeutic benefits of the
human-animal bond and re-
spectful approaches to engaging
with animals.

The National Link Coalition’s con-
nections with IAHAIO run deep,
dating back to several members
of our leadership team partici-
pating in and presenting at
IAHAIO's triennial global confer-
ences dating back to the 1980s.

Several of IAHAIQO’s programs
dovetail closely with the National
Link Coalition. In 2018, IAHAIO
published its Position Statement
on Domestic, Child and Elder
Abuse and Related Animal Abuse
(See the July 2018 LINK-Letter). It
called for greater public educa-
tion, professional training, aca-
demic research, interdisciplinary
partnerships, and continued de-
velopment of practical initiatives
to reduce the legal, ethical, safe-
ty, training, and economic barriers
that often deter professionals
from detecting, reporting and re-
ducing human and animal abuse.

The Position Statement was up-
dated in 2025 (See the June 2025
LINK-Letter) utilizing significant
National Link Coalition input. The
revised statement emphasizes not
only how “responsible care of ani-
mals is a source of well-being and
enrichment for people and ani-
mals alike,” but also that “the irre-
sponsible care of animals can have
deleterious effects on human as
well as non-human animals.”

Another connection is the com-
mon goal of both IAHAIO and the
National Link Coalition to support
emerging needs of knowledge and
programs in countries across the
globe that are developing or un-
derdeveloped. One of IAHAIO’s
strategic aims is to further the de-
velopment of human-animal inter-
actions and animal-assisted inter-
ventions in these regions; the Na-
tional Link Coalition’s “Link De-
sert” campaign is incubating re-
search and programs in far-flung
countries where only a handful of
individuals are pioneering efforts
to disseminate the Link concept in
virgin territory. IAHAIO further
offers grants prioritized to under-
developed countries: the William
F. McCulloch award to encourage
practitioners to develop a new
program, and the Johannes Oden-
daal award to support new re-
search.

Another similar synergy exists in
the two organizations’ common
goal of encouraging closer collabo-
ration and working relationships
between researchers and practi-
tioners, using each sector’s work
to better inform the other’s.

IAHAIO also publishes an online,
peer-reviewed Journal, People
and Animals: The International
Journal of Research and Practice.

In addition to its many webinars
on animal-assisted therapy and
activities, IAHAIO has hosted sev-
eral webinars addressing Link is-
sues, including “Dogs in Judicial
Settings” and “The ‘Dark Side’ of
the Human-Animal Bond: Animal
Abuse, Human Violence, and its
Significance for Human-Animal
Interactions”.

Current IAHAIO members are
based in Argentina, Australia, Aus-
tria, Belgium, Brazil, Chile, Costa
Rica, Czech Republic, Denmark,
France, Germany, Greece, Hong
Kong, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Mexico, the Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, South
Korea, Spain, Switzerland, Taiwan,
U.A.E., U.K,, and the U.S.A.

Global

Link j
q"'&ren04


https://iahaio.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/LinkLetter-2018-July-standard.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/LINK-Letter-2025-June.pdf

LEGISLATION... and THE LINK

Short-session legislative years move quickly, and most state legislatures have already adjourned or are preparing to
do so. As these sessions head into the final stretch, we’re still following 207 LINK-related measures. Please join us in

following their progress and alert us to any additional bills we may have missed!

Purple bills address domestic violence and pet protection orders
Dark blue bills address child abuse and maltreatment
Grey bills address abuse of the elderly and disabled

Pink bills address animal sexual abuse

Green bills address cross-reporting among animal care & control, veterinary and human services processionals

Red bills address animal hoarding

Brown bills address psychological assessments, interventions and treatments for animal cruelty offenders
Light blue bills address animal abuse Linked with other crimes

Note: Listing a bill does not necessarily imply our endorsement of the measure or its specific language, but is included
to demonstrate the breadth of proposals and the increased interest by legislators for laws addressing The Link be-
tween animal abuse and other crimes and acts of interpersonal violence.

USA—FEDERAL BILLS

H.R. 712, the Child and Animal Abuse
Detection and Reporting Act, would
direct the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to include data on animal abuse
in the National Child Abuse and Neglect
Data System (NCANDS) clearinghouse for
information relating to child abuse and
neglect.

H.R. 1477, the Animal Cruelty

Enforcement (ACE) Act, would es-
tablish an Animal Cruelty Crimes Section
within the U.S. Department of Justice’s
Environment and Natural Resources Divi-
sion.

H.R. 3683, the FBI Animal Cruelty

Taskforce Act, would establish an ani-
mal cruelty crimes taskforce within the FBI
to investigate and enforce federal laws,
including cases of dogfighting, cock-
fighting, and crush videos.

H.R. 3946, the Fighting Inhumane
Gambling and High-risk Traffick-

ing (FIGHT) Act would make it illegal to
engage a minor under age 16 in animal
fighting ventures, including cockfighting.

H.R. 4166 and S. 2196, the Strength-
ening Protections for Domestic Vio-
lence and Stalking Survivors Act of
2025, would add to U.S. Code Title 18,
Section 921(a) a new misdemeanor crime
of stalking. This would include a course of
harassment, intimidation or surveillance
that places a person in reasonable fear of,
or harm to, the health and safety of, a pet,
service animal, or emotional support ani-
mal.

H.R. 4921, the Providing for Un-
housed People and Pets (PUPP)

Act, would authorize the Secretary of
Agriculture to make grants to modify and
upgrade structures to serve as interim
and permanent housing to accommodate
unhoused individuals with pets.

H.R. 7544, the lllegal Alien Ani-

mal Abuser Removal Act, would
make any illegal alien convicted of animal
cruelty or fighting subject to immediate
deportation.

H.R. 7567, the Farm, Food and
National Security Act of 2026

(the “Farm Bill”) would reauthorize
Protecting Animals With Shelter funding
of $3,000,000 annually through 2031 to
make domestic violence shelters pet-
friendly.

H.R. 8480, the Protect Our Pets

Act, would increase penalties for the

most horrific acts of animal abuse in-

cluding crushing or sexually exploiting
animals.

H.R. 8911 and S. 4562, the Animal
Violence Exposes Real Threat of

Future Violence Act of 2026 would
require the Department of Justice to
conduct a study into the Link between
cruelty towards animals and cruelty to-
wards humans and report its findings and
recommendations to Congress within
three years. The bills would earmark $2
million in funding for mental health ser-
vice providers, police, and animal welfare
organizations to prevent animal cruelty
and rehabilitate offenders.

ARIZONA

HB 2995, which would allow courts to
include a history of domestic violence
coercive control in determining child cus-
tody and parenting time, would add to the
definition of coercive control “threatening
to harm or kill an animal that a person,
child or relative has an emotional bond
with.” Arizona already includes acts of
animal cruelty within its definition of do-
mestic violence.

HB 2997 died when the Legisla-

ture adjourned. It would have im-
posed additional penalties for individuals
who commit acts of animal abuse or ne-
glect in the presence of a minor.

SB 1587 died when the Legisla-

ture adjourned. It would have al-
lowed parties to a dissolution of marriage
to enter into an enforceable agreement or
ask the court to enter an order regarding
the possession or care of a companion
animal and outline factors the court is to
consider. It would have created a rebutta-
ble presumption that service animals
should remain with the party for whom
they provide a service. “Companion ani-
mals” would have been defined as includ-
ing pets, service animals, and animals
acquired for business purposes.


https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8911/all-info
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/4562/all-info
https://perma.cc/9DY8-6R6J
https://perma.cc/9DY8-6R6J
https://perma.cc/9DY8-6R6J
https://perma.cc/4KAP-AQFH

CALIFORNIA

AB 119 would require the Department of
Social Services to develop a standardized
curriculum for mandated reporters of child
abuse, which include animal control offic-
ers.

SB 1276 would extend existing provisions
prohibiting the production and distribution
of online sexual content, including animal
sexual abuse, involving a minor to also
prohibit the downloading or streaming of
that sexual content.

COLORADO
HB 26-1131 died when the Gen-

eral Assembly adjourned. It would
have given courts authority to make deter-
minations for the care and custody of pet
animals in proceedings for dissolution of
marriage and legal separation, taking into
account the health, safety, well-being,
comfort, and best interest of the pet. The
court's decision would have also included
whether either party has committed
abuse, cruelty, neglect, or violence toward
an animal or human. It would also have
permitted a court to award temporary
custody and care of a pet animal when
issuing an emergency protection order.

CONNECTICUT

H.B. 5264 died when the General
Assembly adjourned. It would have

expanded “Desmond’s Law’s” provisions
allowing courts to appoint an advocate in
proceedings concerning the welfare or
custody of a dog or cat to all defined com-
panion animals. It would also expand 3"-
degree assault to include domestic ani-
mals, and establish an animal abuse task
force.

H.B. 5438 died when the General

Assembly adjourned. It would have
allowed applicants and respondents at
hearings to issue protection orders, which
can include provisions to safeguard the
victim’s animals, to present or refute evi-
dence demonstrating a pattern of harass-
ment.

SUCCESS!! S.B. 318 requires the
Commissioner of Agriculture, in consulta-
tion with the Office of Victim Services, to
study the impact of the need for place-
ment services for the animals belonging to
domestic violence victims.

FLORIDA

SB 468 and HB 921 died when the

Legislature adjourned. They would
have required veterinarians, technicians
and other employees to report suspected
animal cruelty with exemption from crimi-
nal and civil liability, professional discipli-
nary action and employer retaliation for
making reports in good faith. Medical
records could be released without vio-
lating confidentiality. Altering medical
records would be a misdemeanor; failure
to report would subject the veterinarian
to disciplinary action.

SUCCESS!! HB 559 makes it a felony
for an adult to commit aggravated animal
cruelty, animal fighting, or sexual activities
involving animals in the presence of a
minor, or causes a minor to commit aggra-
vated animal cruelty, animal fighting, or
sexual activity with an animal.

SUCCESS!!  HB 1159 replaces the
term “child pornography” with “child sex-
ual abuse material”. It revises the punish-
ments for sexual activities involving ani-
mals to a second-or third-degree felony,
and requires offenders to be banned from
owning, residing with or working with any
animals for five years.

SB 796 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have allowed the
Board of Veterinary Medicine to rescind
the registration of any veterinary profes-
sional associate, veterinary technician, or
veterinary technologist who is convicted
of animal cruelty or animal fighting.

SUCCESS!! HB 277 and SB 682
add a respondent’s threats to injure or kill
a family pet, service animal or emotional
support animal to the criteria courts can
use when determining whether petition-
ers seeking an injunctive protection order
are in imminent danger of domestic vio-
lence.

GEORGIA

HB 1409 passed both houses but

was vetoed by the Governor. The
bill would have added animal service
workers, animal control officers, humane
society employees, animal cruelty investi-
gators, and animal shelter personnel to
the list of professions mandated to report
suspected child abuse to the Division of
Family and Children Services

SB 102 died when the General

Assembly adjourned. It would have
extended existing prohibitions against
dogfighting to include cockfighting, includ-
ing: owning, training, transporting, selling,
charging admission, permitting a minor to
attend, or wagering on any cock for the
purpose of fighting.

HAWAI'I

HB 698 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have increased
criminal penalties for various forms of
animal cruelty because “The legislature
finds that animal cruelty offenders are
a threat to the health and safety of all
members of our communities, espe-
cially vulnerable populations. Recent
research has shown that animal cruel-
ty is a predictive and co-occurring
crime with violence against humans,
including children, intimate partners,
and the elderly.”

ILLINOIS

HB 72 would amend the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure to provide that a person
with three or more pending charges for
domestic battery, battery, violation of a
protection order, criminal damage to
household property, or felony animal
cruelty that poses a real and present
threat to the safety of any person or the
community, may be classified as a habitual
misdemeanant offender.

HB 1903 would create the Human
Trafficking Order of Protection Act that
would include allowing courts to order
respondents to stay away from, taking,
harming, or disposing of any animal
harmed by the petitioner.

HB 1904 would require, rather than
permit, courts to award petitioners costs
and attorney’s fees if a civil no-contact
order is granted. These orders include
requiring the respondent to stay away
from and not harm any animals.

HB 3028 would expand the definition of
prohibited dissemination of bestiality and
other obscene sexual materials to include
computer-generated images.

HB 3367 and HB 4475 would allow
courts to appoint attorneys or law stu-
dents to serve as special advocates in the
interests of justice in any criminal case
involving a dog or cat.



HB 4540, the “Companion Animal Cus-
tody Equity Act,” would consider the well-
being of a dog or cat during a possession
dispute regardless of the marital status of
the parties.

SB 1716 would expand the definition of
prohibited dissemination of bestiality and
other obscene sexual materials to include
the use of “end-to-end encryption mes-
saging systems or devices,” such as en-
crypted messaging and email services.

would make it a felony to in-
jure or kill a service animal.

SB 2103 would expand protections
granted to petitioners’ pets under Stalk-
ing No Contact Orders to Harassment No
Contact Orders.

INDIANA
SUCCESS!!  HB 1165 increases the

penalty for animal cruelty from a Class A
misdemeanor to a Level 6 felony if the
offense is committed in the immediate
presence of a minor. It also updates its
unique “domestic violence animal cruel-
ty” statute to now include abusing, aban-
doning or neglecting an animal , as well as
killing it, as a method of coercive control.
Itis a Class 6 felony.

IOWA

HF 227 and HF 869 died when the

Legislature adjourned. They would
have granted veterinarians immunity
from administrative, criminal or civil liabil-
ity for making good-faith reports of al-
leged animal misconduct. Veterinarians
who knowingly make false reports would
have been subject to disciplinary action
and civil liability and guilty of a misde-
meanor.

HF 670 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have given juvenile
courts jurisdiction in proceedings con-
cerning a child under 17 years of age if
the alleged offense were animal torture.

SF 2159 died when the Legisla-

ture adjourned. It would have includ-
ed bestiality among prohibited Internet
materials considered harmful to minors.

!

KANSAS

HB 2707 died when the Legisla-

ture adjourned. it would have modi-
fied the definition of abuse in the Protec-
tion From Abuse Act to include acts or
threats relating to pets, and allow courts
to include pets in protection orders. Such
orders could grant the plaintiff with cus-
tody and control of the pets and restrain
the defendant from harming or coming
into contact with the pets.

KENTUCKY

HB 125 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have created new
crimes of possession of a firearm by con-
victed domestic violence abusers and
subjects of domestic violence protection
orders.

HB 246 (“Kyan’s Law”) died when

the Legislature adjourned. It would
have required animal control officers to
receive training on recognizing child
abuse, with immunity for acting in good
faith. Local government units would have
been able to opt out of the training.

SUCCESS!! HB 418 was attached as
an amendment to SB 122 and signed

into law. It requires courts determining
child custody to consider whether there
are allegations of domestic violence and
abuse against either party; it would be a
presumption that joint custody and equal-
ly shared parenting time would not be in
the best interests of the child if one party
has committed two or more acts of do-
mestic violence and abuse. Kentucky’s
definition of domestic violence and abuse
in KRS 403.720 includes acts against ani-
mals intended as coercion, control, pun-
ishment, intimidation, or revenge against
a household member.

HB 637 died when the Legislature
adjourned. It would have required
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Orange = Court Animal Advocates
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Light Blue = Link & Other Crimes

veterinarians to report if an animal for
which they have a veterinarian-client-
patient relationship has been abused.”
Existing law only permits veterinarians to
file such reports.

LOUISIANA

HB 126 would allow victims of sexual
abuse to be accompanied by a facility dog.
The dog would need to be obscured from
the jury at all times.

MAINE

LD 962 died in committee. It would
have created a new crime of Aggravated
Operating Under the Influence for causing
the death of a pet.

MARYLAND
SUCCESS!! and add

“psychological harm” to the definition of
abuse of a vulnerable adult, “the observa-
ble, identifiable and substantial impair-
ment of a vulnerable adult’s ability to
function due to severe emotional distress
caused by an intentional act or series of
acts.” However, it is not specified whether
threats to, or harm of, a vulnerable adult’s
animal could be specifically categorized as
psychological harm — as is often the case
in domestic violence laws

MASSACHUSETTS

H.1817 and S.1206 would allow courts
handling divorce settlements to consider,
in assigning ownership, care and custody
of a pet, “the best interests of the animal,
including the animal’s health, safety, com-
fort and well being and whether any party
or family member residing with any party
has a history of abuse, cruelty or neglect
to animals or humans.”

H.1832 would update Sec. 21 of Chapter
119 to add humane officers to the list of
professions mandated to report child sex-
ual abuse. Currently, animal control offic-
ers are mandated to report, but not hu-
mane officers.



S.1234 would make any parent who
allows their child to subject an animal to
cruelty or abuse without taking steps to
prevent, discourage or correct the action:
liable for a fine of up to $500; and re-
quired to undergo psychiatric evaluation.
The child would be required to participate
in psychiatric rehabilitation under a psy-
chologist who specializes in bullying. The
family could be prohibited from having
any unsupervised contact with animals
and all current animals would be relocat-
ed to foster care.

MICHIGAN

HB 4300 would create a Courtroom
Animal Advocate Program allowing judges
to appoint a volunteer pro bono attorney
or law student to represent the interest of
the animal or of justice in prosecutions
involving welfare or custody of animals.

would make an individual re-
sponsible for the death or injury of a ser-
vice animal liable for economic damages.

HB 4648 would add sentencing en-
hancement points for causing the death of
a companion animal during the commis-
sion of another crime.

HB 4993 would require landlords to
release tenants from their rental agree-
ment obligation upon presenting evidence
of a reasonable apprehension of present
danger to the tenant or the tenant's child
from domestic violence, sexual assault or
stalking. Acceptable documentation could
include a protection order; Michigan has
allowed pets to be included in protection
orders since 2016.

SB 111 (Sub. S-1) would allow elders
and disabled and vulnerable adults to
petition for a personal protection order
that would include restraining an individu-
al from harming, killing, torturing, ne-
glecting, or removing an animal.
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MINNESOTA

HF 1816 and SF 1163 died when

the Legislature adjourned. They
would have created a statewide Link-
based Office of Animal Protection in the
Department Bureau of Criminal Appre-
hension to be more effective in enforcing
animal cruelty laws that protect animals
and people.

HF 3696 and SF 3847 died when

the Legislature adjourned. They
would have expanded the definition of a
“crime of violence” to include conviction
for felony animal cruelty.

HF 3946 and SF 4301 died when

the Legislature adjourned. They
would have amended the definition of
domestic abuse to include “manifesting a
purpose or intent to injure any pet or
companion animal owned, possessed or
kept by the family or household mem-
ber.”

MISSISSIPPI

HB 730 died in committee. It would
have removed the phrase “mankind” from
the archaic definition of “the detestable
and abominable crime against nature
committed with mankind or with a beast”.

MISSOURI
HB 1839, HB 2921, and HB 3025

would impose civil penalties on commer-
cial entities that allow minors to harmful
sexual material, including bestiality.

HB 2292 and SB 899 would require
animal control officers and animal hu-
mane investigators to report suspected
elder abuse and child abuse. Child and
adult protective services workers, psy-
chologists, mental health professionals,
social workers, school counselors, educa-
tors, and law enforcement, probation and
parole officers would be required to re-
port suspected animal abuse to a Missouri
Animal Control Association hotline. All
reporters would be exempt from civil and
criminal liability for good-faith reporting.
Reporters would have to complete one
hour of training on The Link between ani-
mal and human abuse and how to identify
and report suspected abuse.

HB 3048 and SB 1497 would allow
courts issuing protection orders, which
already allow awarding care and custody
of pets, to impose a ban on the respond-
ent from possessing or acquiring firearms.

NEBRASKA

LB 172 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have expanded
the definition of child pornography, which
includes exposing children to online acts
of bestiality, to include computer— or Al-
generated visual imagery.

SUCCESS!! LB 753 allows courts
hearing requests for domestic violence
protection orders, which include protec-
tions for and possession of pets, to allow
existence of military protection orders
issued against members of the armed
forces to be offered as evidence of the
respondent’s past conduct and the need
for a protection order.

LB 876, the Immediate Protection
from Abuse Act, died when the

Legislature adjourned. It would have
allowed law enforcement officers to issue
an Immediate Protective Order against a
restrained person whom the officer has
reasonable grounds to believe poses a
threat of harm against the victim or family
or household member. The order would
have required the restrained person to
relinquish sole possession of pets to the
victim or household/family member and
to be prohibited from coming into contact
with, harming or killing the animals.

LB 1000 was indefinitely post-

poned. It would have increased penal-
ties for repeated violations of domestic
violence protection orders, which include
protections for and possession of pets.

NEW HAMPSHIRE

HB 1438 would require mental health
caseworkers to report instances of animal
abuse by their clients, to law enforcement
or the NH SPCA. Reporters would not face
monetary liability or cause of action for
reports made in good faith.

HB 1522 would expand the definition of
domestic violence abuse (which already
includes acts of animal cruelty) to add
“coercive control” which would include
acts intended to threaten, intimidate,
harass, isolate, coerce, control, or compel
compliance of a petitioner to reasonably
fear for their physical safety, consisting of
harming, or threating or attempting to
harm, a petitioner’s child, relative, or ani-

mal.



NEW JERSEY

A 369 and S 1916 would establish a
$1,000,000 Domestic Violence Shelter Pet
Grant Program to provide funds to
house pets in shelters with their own-
ers. Qualifying shelters could apply for
up to $50,000 in grants.

A 814 would expand the definitions of
domestic violence, child abuse, elder
abuse, and abuse of persons with a disa-
bility to include acts of animal cruelty
against their animals. Veterinarians, veter-
inary technicians, domestic violence inves-
tigators, employees of the Department of
Children & Families, employees of the
Department of Human Services, Division
of Aging, police officers, and caregivers at
residential health care facilities would be
required to report suspected animal cruel-
ty to law enforcement with civil and crimi-
nal immunity for reporting in good faith.

A 1951 and S 405 would create a two-
year pilot program to allow courts to ap-
point a pro bono attorney or law student
special advocate to represent the best
interests of, and justice for, animals in
cruelty cases.

A 3809 and S 1150 would expand the
definition of domestic violence to include
psychological abuse. While threats against
a person’s animals are not specifically
included in the definition of domestic
violence, courts are allowed to consider
such acts as coercive control in determin-
ing whether to issue a protective order.

S 2974 would require the Attorney
General and the Administrative Direc-
tor of the Courts to add training about
recognizing the indicators of coercive
control to domestic violence training
requirements for law enforcement
officers, judges and court personnel.
Under New Jersey law, threatening to
harm or kill an individual’s pet is de-
fined as an indicator of coercive con-
trol by an abuser.

NEW MEXICO

SB 80 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have added harm
or threatened harm to an animal within
the definition of “abuse” under the Family
Violence Protection Act, and allow courts
to issue protection orders granting one
party exclusive or shared possession and
control of any animals and prohibiting one
party from harming or taking the animals.

NEW YORK

A 599 would add acts of animal fighting,
aggravated cruelty to animals, poisoning
animals, injuring certain domestic animals,
or harming a service animal to the defini-
tion of “serious offense” making it a crime
to possess a firearm.

and would allow civil and
criminal courts to order that a separate
advocate be appointed to represent the
animal’s interests and help ensure the
well-being of any living animal victims.

A 664, S 1044, S 1562, and S 1563,

“Buster’s Law,” would prohibit per-
sons convicted of animal cruelty from
possessing a companion animal until they
have undergone psychiatric or psychologi-
cal counseling establishing their mental
capacity and ability to humanely case for
the animal.

A 690 and S 3491 would increase pris-
on terms for acts of animal cruelty when
committed in the presence of a child.

A 730 and S 1205 would increase pen-
alties for animal fighting and aggravated
animal cruelty and requires defendants
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty to
undergo a psychiatric evaluation.

A 740 would allow courts to take into
consideration the well-being of a compan-
ion animal when determining custody of
the animal during divorce and legal sepa-
ration proceedings.

A 850 would create new crimes of
“cruelty to animals to threaten, intimidate
or harass” for intentionally injuring or
killing, with no justifiable purpose, a com-
panion animal for the purpose of threat-
ening, intimidating or harassing a family or
household member. Felony penalties
would be enhanced if the act occurred in
the presence of a child.
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A 897 would criminalize knowingly caus-
ing a minor to attend an animal fight.

A 1391 and S 5544 would require per-
sons charged with enforcing laws prohib-
iting cruelty to animals to file a report
when, in the performance of their duties,
they have reasonable cause to believe
that abuse or maltreatment of a child has
also occurred. The bill would further pro-
vide that persons charged with the re-
sponsibility of filing a report of child abuse
or maltreatment would also have to file a
report of suspected animal cruelty.

A 1432, A 1885 and S 5895 would
relocate anti-cruelty statutes into the Pe-
nal Code from the Agriculture & Markets
Law, where placement suggests that cruel-
ty is not a "real" crime since it is not in the
penal law and diminishes the seriousness
of such crimes. The memo describing the
bill cites academic studies that “have
found a clear link between animal cruelty
during youth and violence against humans
as an adult” and numerous documented
studies that show that “there is a direct
Link between acts of cruelty to animals
and violence toward others, including
child abuse, spousal abuse, elder abuse
and other violent behavior. ”

A 1530 would establish “care and treat-
ment of service animals, therapy dogs and
companion animals in residential pro-
grams for victims of domestic violence.”
These would include allowing residents’
service animals and therapy dogs full ac-
cess to the shelters as long as they do not
create an undue burden.

A 1630 would amend provisions for the
crimes of “sexual conduct with an animal,”
a misdemeanor, and “sexual conduct with
an animal resulting in injury or death,” a
felony. Convicted offenders would be
forced to relinquish all of their current
animals and be permanently barred from
keeping any animals, or residing, volun-
teering or working with animals.

A 1689 cites the prosecution of animal
cruelty as a way to protect public safety to
require all New York State counties to
have an assistant district attorney to over-
see animal crimes, as several counties in
the state have already done.

A 1693 and S 673 would establish the
Housing People and Animals Together
grant program to expand access for co-
sheltering victims of domestic violence
and people experiencing homelessness
with companion animals.



A 1816,S5 3158 and S 4633 would
include animal fighting as a criminal act
within the category of enterprise corrup-
tion crimes.

A 1945 would enable veterinarians to
earn continuing education credits for
providing free veterinary care for individu-
als residing in domestic violence shelters.

A 2387 and S 6812 would establish a
24-hour toll-free animal abuse reporting
hotline.

A 3158 would require courts to require a
mental health evaluation for offenders
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty or
animal fighting.

A 3206 and S 1159 would create a new
category of “domestic violence crimes” to
include interfering, harassing, intimi-
dating, or harming a family or household
member’s service animal.

A 3528 would make the commission of
an act of aggravated cruelty to animals in
the presence of a child a Class D felony.

A 4753 and S 1753, “Bella’s Law,”
would require an investigation into possi-
ble domestic violence or abuse for per-
sons who have been accused of animal
abuse.

A 4899 and S 2280 would require law
enforcement officers to conduct a lethality
assessment as part of the standardized
domestic incident report form. One ques-
tion to be asked on the assessment form
would be “Did they ever threaten to kill
you, your children, or your pets?”

A 5815 and S 4613 would expand pro-
visions of the Family Court Act, the Crimi-
nal Procedure Law, and the Domestic
Relations Law, which currently allow
courts to order respondents to refrain
from harming the companion animals of
the petitioner or a minor child, to also
grant petitioners exclusive care, control or
custody of any animal.

A 6194 and S 5998, “Kyra’s Law,”
would require courts determining child
custody and visitation rights to consider
credible evidence that includes any party’s
history of domestic violence, child abuse,
and threats to harm or kill companion
animals.

A 6397 and S 7350 would expand the
definition of aggravated animal cruelty to
include causing serious physical injuries or
the use of a weapon.

A 7831, S 6986 and S 7010 would
make it a crime to assault a child protec-
tive services worker by releasing or failing
to control an animal with the intent to
obstruct the completion of their duties.

A 8375 and S 7612 would establish a
co-shelter toolkit of best practices, re-
sources, case studies, and information to
inform and encourage implementing and
sustaining co-sheltering models for victims
of domestic violence and persons experi-
encing homelessness with companion
animals.

A 10826 and S 8030 would require
certain animal cruelty offenders to under-
go a presentencing forensic psychological
evaluation and, based on such evaluation,
to attend counseling, humane education,
a rehabilitation program, or other such
treatment.

A 10857 and S 8035 would expand
protection orders which allow courts to
enjoin an individual from harming an ani-
mal to also allow courts to grant the peti-
tioner exclusive care, custody or control of
the animal.

A 11182 and S 9427 would define
threats or harm to animals as coercive
control.

$ 470, “Kirby and Quigley’s Law,”
expands aggravated animal cruelty to
include harm to a companion animal dur-
ing the commission of a felony.

would require individuals convict-
ed of animal cruelty to undergo a psychi-
atric analysis and evaluation.

S 6880 would authorize a lengthier pris-
on sentence for committing aggravated
animal cruelty during an incident of do-
mestic violence.

S 8927 would direct courts considering
the awarding of possession of a compan-
ion animal in a divorce settlement to in-
clude: whether the animal was acquired
before or during the marriage; which par-
ty generally provides the animal with vet-
erinary care, social interaction and compli-
ance with regulations; and which party
has the greater ability to financially sup-
port the animal.

S 10308 would require anyone with a
farm operation that houses horses or
cows to complete an animal cruelty pre-
vention workshop that would include laws
regarding cross-reporting of animal abuse
to proper authorities.

OHIO

HB 417 would require 2 hours of peace
officers’ required 24-hour annual continu-
ing education to be dedicated to educa-
tion about laws governing animal welfare
and cruelty.

SB 265 would add a history of conviction
for animal cruelty offenses to the other
violations that would disqualify individuals
from being allowed to foster or adopt a
child.

SB 393 would make it illegal to create,
record, photograph, film, develop, repro-
duce, or publish any obscene material that
depicts another person engaging in sexual
conduct with an animal. Bona fide uses
would be exempted.

OKLAHOMA

HB 2058 would expand provisions to
include pets in domestic violence protec-
tion orders, to also include any adult vic-
tim of a crime with a need to prevent fur-
ther victimization.

SB 1728 would add a new category of
“coercive control”, which would include
committing or threatening to commit cru-
elty to an animal that intimidates a house-
hold member, to the Protection From Do-
mestic Abuse Act.

SB 1982 would add a new crime of
“unlawful pornography” which would
include images of sexual activity with an
animal.

PENNSYLVANIA

HB 97 would recognize that “companion
animals are living beings that are generally
regarded as cherished family members
that offer their owners companionship,
security and assistance,” and as a “special
category of personal property” need to be
granted special consideration in the divi-
sion of property during marriage dissolu-
tion. Parties could enter into an enforcea-
ble agreement regarding the care and/or
possession of companion animals, and the
court shall consider all relevant factors.



HB 1611 would amend the Older Adults
Protective Services Act to prohibit adult
care homes, assisted living, home health
care agencies, long-term nursing care,
older adult daily living centers, and hospi-
tals from employing someone within 20
years of having been convicted of sexual
abuse of animals or children, among other
crimes.

HB 1859 would allow courts to issue
Extreme Risk Protection Orders, prohib-
iting persons with histories of domestic
abuse or cruelty to animals from pos-
sessing firearms due to a substantial risk
of suicide or causing the death of or seri-
ous bodily injury to another person.

HB 1932 would expand Pennsylvania’s
bestiality law to prohibit any form of sexu-
al contact with an animal as well as organ-
izing, promoting, aiding or participating in
any such acts; committing such acts in the
presence of a minor; and elevating the
crime from a misdemeanor to a felony.

HB 1933 would require veterinarians,
technicians and assistants, humane
societies, and animal control agencies
to report suspected aggravated ani-
mal cruelty to law enforcement, with
immunity from civil and criminal liabil-
ity and state licensing action.

HB 2018 would allow Domestic Violence
Fatality Review Board investigators to
access and review records of reports to
local animal control agencies.

HB 2476, the Protecting Pets in

Domestic Violence Situations Act,
would allow out-of-pocket expenses relat-
ed to domestic violence survivors’ having
to relocate or temporarily board their
household pets to be compensable under
the state’s Crime Victim Compensation
Program.

SB 823 would allow state grants to law
enforcement agencies to be used to in-
vestigate and enforce animal fighting.

would have the Department of
Labor and Industry establish a Family and
Medical Leave Fund allowing employees
to take paid leave for a qualifying act of
violence. These would include “abuse of a
vulnerable adult”, which would include an
act of violence against that person’s ser-
vice or emotional support animal.

RHODE ISLAND

H 7133-A and S 3217 would extend
provisions for including household pets in
protection orders to also allow courts to
award plaintiffs custody of the animals
and grant a restraining order or other
injunctive relief if necessary.

H 7194 and S 2723 would add crimes
against companion animals to the defini-
tion of domestic violence under the Do-
mestic Violence Prevention Act.

S 2489 would include “coercive control,”
including committing or threatening to
commit cruelty to animals that intimidates
another, within the definition of
“domestic abuse”.

SOUTH CAROLINA

H4123 and S 919, the Protection of
Minors from Pornography and
Obscenities Act, died when the

Legislature adjourned. It would have
closed a loophole and make it illegal to
expose children to sexual activity, which
includes bestiality, that is present in only
part of materials. Currently, such acts
must comprise the totality of the materi-
als.

H 5505 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have created a
new crime of “sexual abuse of an anima
South Carolina already has an archaic
statute criminalizing “buggery with man-
kind or with beast”.

d

SOUTH DAKOTA
SUCCESS!! clarifies the defini-

tion of the crime of harming a service

animal belonging to a person with a disa-
bility to remove the requirement that the
animal be in its harness at the time of the
injury. It was signed into law on March 9.
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TENNESSEE

HB 1444 and SB 1475 died when

the General Assembly adjourned.
They would have added aggravated ani-
mal cruelty to animals as an offense for
which a juvenile may be classified as a
serious youthful offender.

UTAH

but that provision was deleted in an
amended version that was signed into
law.

HB 341 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have made ita
Class B misdemeanor to cause or allow a
minor to attend a dogfight or a cock fight.

SUCCESS!! SB 72 creates a new defi-
nition and standalone criminal offense of
“obscene animal abuse material”; sepa-
rates animal sexual abuse from the cur-
rent definition of pornography; adds ani-
mal crushing to the offense of distributing
obscene animal abuse material; and en-
sures that obscene animal abuse material
is treated throughout the code as porno-
graphic materials.

SB 102 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have added animal
control officers to the list of professionals
designated as first responders.

SB 115 died in committee. It would
have required animal control officers to
report suspected child maltreatment to
the Division of Child and Family Services if:
there is a child in the home with the al-
leged abused or neglected animal; a child
safety concern is observed during the
animal abuse investigation; or if the of-
ficer takes “serious enforcement action”
in a home with a child. All animal cruelty
convictions would be reported quarterly
to DCFS to determine if the conviction
warrants a child abuse investigation. DCFS
caseworkers investigating alleged child
abuse or neglect would have been permit-
ted to report a concern of animal abuse or
neglect to local animal control or law en-
forcement authorities. Veterinarians, who
are already permitted to report suspected
animal abuse, would have been protected
from an employer’s prohibiting such re-
ports or penalizing the veterinarian mak-

ing the report.
|



VERMONT

H.492 would introduce “coercive con-
trol” into the animal cruelty context. Indi-
viduals who commit or threaten animal
cruelty in order to influence a victim of
domestic abuse would face additional
penalties.

H.578 would add engaging in sexual
conduct with an animal in the presence of
a minor or in which a minor is a partici-
pant to the crime of aggravated animal
cruelty.

H.841 would prohibit individuals from
owning more than 35 non-neutered dogs.

H.875 would expand the prohibition
against promoting and possessing sexual
content involving children, including besti-
ality, to include computer-generated im-
ages.

VIRGINIA

HB 208 died when the General

Assembly adjourned. It would have
added a new procedure for issuing “anti-
harassment” orders to existing provisions
that already include granting possession
of pets in protective orders. The anti-
harassment order would have protected
the petitioner, family and household
members and include granting the peti-
tioner possession of any companion ani-
mal.

HB 266 died when the General

Assembly adjourned. It would have
created a new centralized system for re-
porting suspected child abuse and neglect,
whereby reports would go to the state
Department of Social Services rather than
local departments. Virginia animal control
officers are mandated reporters of child
abuse and neglect with immunity from
civil and criminal liability for reporting in
good faith.

SUCCESS!! HB 901 was signed

into law on April 13. It will allow
courts to issue an emergency substantial
risk order against individuals believed to
pose a substantial risk of personal injury
to himself or others. The order could in-
clude a ban on possessing firearms. Evi-
dence courts could consider in issuing the
order could include “any recent act of
violence, force or threat by the subject of
the petition toward an animal.” It be-
comes effective July 1.

SUCCESS!! SB 495 was signed into

law on April 13. it allows courts to in-
clude recent acts of violence, force or
threat toward an animal as cause for issu-
ing an Emergency Substantial Risk order
prohibiting a respondent under a protective
order from possessing firearms for the du-
ration of the order. It takes effect July 1.

WASHINGTON

SB 6306, “providing equal protec-
tions for children and pets”, died

when the Legislature adjourned. It
would have required animal control officers
to notify law enforcement when they have
probable cause to believe that circumstanc-
es affecting the animal may also affect the
child. Children taken into custody as a re-
sult of these reports could not be returned
home until a court has determined that the
home is safe for both the child and the
animal and a joint safety plan for both has
been developed.

WEST VIRGINIA

HB 4130 and HB 5207 died when

the Legislature adjourned. The bills
would have established a new crime of
hoarding of animals. Offenders would have
faced misdemeanor fines of up to $500 and
risk having their animals turned over to an
animal shelter for care and relocation.

SUCCESS!! HB 4412 was signed

into law on April 1. It establishes
liability for publishers and distributors of
sexual material harmful to minors,
including “patently and sexually offensive”
materials including bestiality.

HB 4725 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have added a new
section to West Virginia Code 61-9-19
(Crimes Against Chastity, Morality and De-
cency) to make the commission of a sexual
act with an animal a felony, punishable by a
fine of $1,000 to $5,000.

HB 5322 and HB 5335 died when

the Legislature adjourned. The bills
would have made sexual abuse of an ani-
mal and related activities a misdemeanor;
offenders with prior sexual abuse convic-
tions, or who cause serious bodily injury or
death to the animal, or who engage a mi-
nor would have been guilty of a felony.

HB 5419 died when the Legisla-

ture adjourned. It would have defined
working law enforcement and Search &
Rescue K-9s as law enforcement officers;
assault or battery of an on-duty animal
would be treated similar to a crime
against a human law enforcement officer.

and
It would have
created a new misdemeanor crime of
Assault Upon a Service Animal and sub-
ject the offender to making financial resti-
tution for costs.

SB 714 died when the Legislature

adjourned. It would have allowed the
Board of Veterinary Medicine to punish or
suspend the license of veterinarians and
technicians to practice upon conviction
for acts of cruelty, abuse or sexual abuse
to an animal or human.

WYOMING

HB 72 died in committee. It would
have created a new crime of promoting
obscenity to a minor that would have
included depictions of sex between a
human and an animal.

CANADA

Bill C-16, the Protecting Victims
Act, would amend the Criminal Code
to create a new offence that prohibits
engaging in a pattern of coercive or
controlling conduct toward an inti-
mate partner, and also criminalize the
distribution of visual representations
of bestiality.

Bill C-225 would extend the Uttering
Threats offense of the Criminal Code from
five to 10 years for intimate partner vio-
lence offenders who threaten to kill, in-
jure or poison an animal or bird that is the
property of that person. The new bill
would recognize that animals are also
at risk of harm in relationships where
there is intimate partner violence.



The Link
Training
Calendar

More and more organiza-
tions are recognizing the
value of training their
staffs, multi-disciplinary
groups, and the general
public that preventing and
responding to animal
abuse can prevent other
forms of family and com-

munity violence.

Here are some of the many
training opportunities
coming up — both in-
person and virtual — in
coming months. Click on
the underlined hyperlinks
for specific details and reg-

istration information.

If you’re conducting a Link
training, please let us know
at least a month in advance
so we can include it in the
Calendar. And if you’re
looking for a speaker,
please contact us so we can
refer someone to you from

our Speakers’ Bureau.

LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

June 10 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets and Minnesota’s Alexandra House will present
Fundraising and Storytelling for Pet-Safe Shelters, to explore how data, donor strategy, part-
nerships, and compelling storytelling can combine to turn an idea into meaningful impact.

June 10 — (online): Jennifer Woolf will present “Veterinary Forensics 3 — Another
‘Postmortem’ on Animal Cruelty Cases 2026” in a webinar for CalAnimals.

June 12 — Warrensville Heights, Ohio: Jessica Bibbo and Vicki Deisner will present “The Link
between Elder Abuse and Pet Abuse” at the Consortium Against Animal Abuse (C3A) Confer-
ence, sponsored by the Greater Cleveland Elder Abuse Domestic Violence Roundtable.

June 16 — San Diego, Calif. (online): Phil Arkow, Katie Campbell, Chelsea England, and Me-
ghan Foley will participate on a panel in a webinar for the Alliance of Family Justice Centers
explaining the new Pets and Family Justice Centers Toolkit. (See Page 1)

June 17— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly
meeting.

June 22 — Walbridge, Ohio: Nine presenters representing animal advocates, law enforce-
ment, prosecutors, animal law, and domestic violence and sexual assault will be featured at
the Ohio Police Officers Training Academy, “Avery’s Law and the Link between Animal and
Human Violence: Fundamentals for Law Enforcement.”

June 27 — Tokyo, Japan (online): Sakiko Yamazaki and FRANCESCA Care Partner will conduct
a webinar, “Applying the LINK to Practice to Protect both Humans and Animals: Cross-
Reporting and Safe Haven Programs ,” for the Animal Literacy Research Institute.

July 2 — Paris, France: The 35" |nternational Society for Anthrozoology conference will fea-
ture three Link-related presentations: Meghan Lok and Alexandra Protopopova from the
University of British Columbia will present “The Impact of Animal Cruelty Cases on Animal
Protection Officers’ and Animal Shelter Workers’ Mental Well-being”; Katharine Wenocur,
Kirby Wycoff, Sarah Jayne Oltz, and Ryan Gilchrist of Thomas Jefferson University will present
“Responding to Animal Abuse in Childhood: Professional Perspectives Across Disciplines”;
and Camie Tomlinson from the University of Louisville will present “When Violence Extends
to Animals: Childhood Exposure to Harm Toward Pets, Mental Health, and Suicide Risk”.

July 10 — Anaheim, Calif.: Jennifer Woolf will present “Animal Cruelty, Maltreatment and
Neglect”, and Rachel Touroo will present “Understanding Companion Animal Neglect: In-
sights from ASPCA Programs in New York City” at the AVMA Convention.

July 21 — Nashville, Tenn.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting Woman’s Best Friend: As-
sessing the Impact of ‘Pet Protection Orders’” at the National Council of Juvenile & Family
Court Judges’ 89th Annual Conference.

July 28 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works from RedRover will present
“Integrating Pets into Survivor-Centered Care” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse.

July 29 — (online): Don’t Forget the Pets will hold a webinar, “Pet Behavior 201: Setting Pets
Up for Success,” to help families experiencing domestic violence learn strategies to manage
pets’ behavior.

Aug. 3-6 — Oxford, U.K.: Presentations at the 11" Annual Oxford Animal Ethics Summer
School will include: James Erselius of the Animal Legal Defense Fund on “Animal Harm as
Public Injury”; Christina Warner on “Ruby’s Law: Advancing Ethical Strategies for Animal Pro-
tection in Domestic Abuse Cases”; Emily B. Knickerbocker on “Safe Haven for All: A Policy
Proposal for Pet-Inclusive Domestic Violence Shelters in New York City”; and Julia Dyrdycka-
Borowa on “Redefining Violence as a Strategy for Animal Protection”.

Aug. 5 — Tulsa, Okla.: Don’t Forget the Pets will hold a free training workshop on how to
create and sustain pet housing programs for survivors of domestic violence and people expe-

riencing homelessness .
A



https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5kleAyFSZmd-r-_PF-Pjw#/registration
https://calanimals.site-ym.com/event/forensics3
mailto:nbmazurek@areaagingsolutions.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81248736700?from=addon
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1whX8WlHRcX3XaXqXVhNeCW_pZNEQPZ5P/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f166
https://www.isaz2026.com/
https://s1.goeshow.com/avma/annual/2026/AVMA2026.cfm
https://www.ncjfcj.org/event/89th-annual-conference/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/integrating-pets-into-survivor-centered-care/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/mVF3CvSnTpumXNQAv_i7ug#/registration
https://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/summer-school/programme/
https://www.oxfordanimalethics.com/summer-school/programme/
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/tulsa

LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

Aug. 19 — Lakewood, Colo.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting ‘Women’s
Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-Inclusive Protection Orders”
at the Colorado Animal Welfare Conference.

Aug. 19— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its
regular bi-monthly meeting.

Sept. 1 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Phil Arkow will present “Closing
the ‘PAWS Gap’ in Victim Advocacy through Pet-Inclusive Services” in a
webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse.

Sept. 17 — Canton, Ga.: Dan Ettinger will present “Foundations of Animal
Hoarding, Cruelty, and Neglect” at the Southeastern Animal Control
Association Conference.

#
Oct. 1 — Allegan, Mich..: Allie Phillips will present on "“When Animal Abuse Links to Family Violence: Strategies for Safety” " for
the Allegan County Coordinating Council on Domestic Violence.

Oct. 6 — Red Lodge, Mont. (online): Phil Arkow will highlight Link issues in rural areas in a webinar for
Domestic and Sexual Violence Services.

Oct. 14-16— Toronto, Ont., Canada: The International Association of Veterinary Social Work's 9™ Summit will feature: Phil Arkow
presenting “Protecting ‘Woman’s Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-Inclusive Protection Orders”; Shoshana Mostoller
and Erin Doyle presenting “Keeping Families Together: Advancing Pet-Inclusive Shelter Policy in New England”; Kristina Hill pre-
senting “Preventing Animal Hoarding through Cross-Sector, Less Punitive Systems: A One Health Approach”; and Aviva Vincent
presenting “Whole Families, While Lives: Integrating Veterinary Social Work into Child Welfare Practice.”

Oct. 21— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly meeting.

Oct. 21-23 — Richmond, B.C., Canada: Courtney Dowdall will present the results of a pilot study on using canine behavioral con-
sultants to help domestic violence survivors’ traumatized dogs settle into transitional housing at the British Columbia Society of
Transition Houses’ Annual Training Forum.

Oct. 22 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Michelle Welch will present “The Investigation and Prosecution of Hoarding Cases” in
a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse.

Nov. 3 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works of RedRover will present “Safety Planning with Pets” in a webinar for
the Justice Clearinghouse.

Nov. 6 — Raleigh, N. Car.: Phil Arkow will present “Another One Health Role for Veterinarians: Responding to Animal Cruelty and
Other Family Violence” at the North Carolina Veterinary Conference.

Nov. 25 — London, U.K.: Phil Arkow will
speak at The Links Group UK’s 25" An-
niversary celebration inaugurating 16
Days of Activism 2026.

Dec. 16 — Pennsylvania (online): The
Keystone Link Coalition will hold its reg-
ular bi-monthly meeting.



https://awac.net/conference/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/events/
https://www.saca-conference.org/conference2025
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
https://dsvsmontana.org/
https://www.iavsw.org/summit
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://bcsth.ca/annual-training-forum/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-investigation-and-prosecution-of-hoarding-cases/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/safety-planning-with-pets/
https://www.ncveterinaryconference.com/
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/events/
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/events/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/contact-us-2

THE LINK... in the NEWS (as if we need more proof...)

Two Unrelated Cases in Dayton, Ohio

Domestic Violence Offender Gets
2 Years for Setting Kitten on Fire

Dayton, Ohio man who previously had been

arrested and incarcerated for domestic vio-

lence and aggravated menacing among other
charges (See the September 2024 LINK-Letter) was sen-
tenced to two years in prison for setting a kitten on
fire. WKEF-TV reported that Eric Williams, 25, will get
credit for the 303 days he has already served in the
Montgomery County Jail following the July 2024 inci-
dent. Williams pleaded guilty on April 27 to charges of
animal cruelty and possession of criminal tools. The
kitten, named “Joffrey”, suffered severe burns and re-
quired surgery and round-the-clock care. Prosecuting
Attorney Matt Heck, said, “While it's not a lengthy pris-
on sentence, at least he is being held responsible for
what he did.”

Couple Charged with Child Abuse as
7 Children and 32 Dogs and Chickens
Removed from Home

even children ranging from 7 to 15 years old, 14

dogs and 18 chickens were taken from a Dayton,

Ohio home after the 15-year-old girl's most re-
cent video captured her mother's boyfriend, Stephanas
Golden, 40, allegedly beating children. WDTN-TV re-
ported that the girl's father contacted police who ar-
rested Golden and the children's mother, Heather Pip-
pin, 36, on charges of child endangerment and re-
sisting arrest. A community advocate said the girl had
been documenting the abuse for over a year and that
complaints had been going to the police department
and Montgomery County Children's Services since
2022. The couple were also charged with having unli-
censed dogs.

Illinois Man Charged with Animal
and Child Pornography

olice in Grayville, Ill. executing a search warrant

for possession and recording of suspected child

pornography reportedly also discovered images
of sexual activity with animals. Brian Allender was tak-
en into custody and is facing six counts of child and
animal pornography, according to WFIE-TV.

Evidence recovered from the suspect’s cellphone al-
legedly included numerous illicit images involving mi-
nors, sexual activity with animals as well as video re-

cordings believed to have been made inside a public

restroom at a gas station/convenience store.

Animal Cruelty Suspect Charged with
Intimidating Family Member

man who had been charged

with five counts of animal

cruelty for allegedly throwing
five newborn kittens in a trash can
was arrested a month later for alleg-
edly threatening to kill his family. The Putnam County,
Fla. Sheriff’s Office said that Tyler Charles Holtz, 36,
was re-arrested three days after bailing out on the
animal cruelty charges. The Palatka Daily News re-
ported that there was a video of Holtz putting the cats
in a trash can and that Holtz had sent text messages
to a family member that called the victim a “dead
man walking” and described scenarios where he could
be shot. He was being held in the Putnam County Jail
without bond.



https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/LINK-Letter-2024-September.pdf
https://dayton247now.com/news/local/dayton-man-sentenced-to-2-years-for-setting-kitten-on-fire
https://www.wdtn.com/news/local-news/dayton-mother-boyfriend-face-court-after-child-abuse-arrest/
https://www.14news.com/2026/04/27/grayville-man-charged-with-sexual-conduct-with-animal-police-say/
https://www.palatkadailynews.com/articles/local-news/animal-cruelty-suspect-charged-in-separate-case/

THE LINK... in the NEWS

Suspect in Child Sex Abuse Case
Charged with Slashing Dogs with
Machete and Shooting Police Officers

odney Vanderpool, 55, of Syracuse, N.Y., who

had recently been released from jail following

sex abuse charges, was charged with multiple
counts of attempted murder after he allegedly stabbed
two dogs and a neighbor with a machete and then
opened fire on city, county and federal law enforce-
ment officers in a six-hour standoff that left two offic-
ers shot and a third injured.

The Syracuse Post-Standard reported that nearby resi-
dents were evacuated for their safety before
Vanderpool eventually left his apartment and was tak-
en into custody without further incident.

Vanderpool was out of jail on pretrial release for the
pending sex abuse charges stemming from an alleged
assault of a 6-year-old girl in 2013 when he reportedly
fired a shotgun at officers responding to a complaint
about the incident with the machete. He was charged
with three counts of first-degree attempted murder,
second-degree attempted assault, menacing, criminal
possession of a weapon, and aggravated cruelty to
animals. The two wounded officers and the third in-
jured officer were all released from a hospital in stable
condition. Officers located the injured dogs and ar-
ranged emergency veterinary care.

Hoarder Pleads Guilty in Case
Involving Abuse of Corpse and
Child Sexual Abuse Material

he Kentucky hoarder who

had been charged with pos-

sessing child sexual abuse
material and animal cruelty in a
case in which investigators found :
the skeletal remains of his father iy Nomas,
who had been missing for 10 years
(See the February 2026 LINK-Letter) has pled guilty to
34 counts involving the animals and his late father.

David Howery, 67, of McCracken County, Ky., pled
guilty to 32 counts of animal cruelty or torture, abuse
of a corpse and failure to notify of a death. WPSD-TV
reported that the child sexual abuse case was dropped
because prosecutors could not determine the age of
the subject found on Howery’s phone.

An animal welfare investigation in 2025 found 32 dogs
in deplorable conditions in his residence outside
Paducah. Further investigation uncovered the remains
of his father in a shallow grave surrounded by animal
carcasses and the sexual abuse material on his phone.
Howery had previously been arrested for animal cruel-
ty in 2021 when over 100 neglected animals were
found on his property. Sentencing was set for July 15.

n incident where a man
allegedly kicked a cat to
death drew an immedi-
ate LINK-based response from
|-0|| 0 I:al-m the local animal shelter, warning
qp p the public that animal abuse can
Humane Society of Greater Rochester lead to human-to-human vio-
lence.

Harold Larson of Rochester, N.Y., was charged with ag-
gravated cruelty to animals by humane investigators
from Lollypop Farm, the humane society serving great-
er Rochester since 1873. WHAM-TV reported that Lar-
son apparently admitted to kicking the cat while wear-
ing work boots after it scratched his hand.

Cruelty Incident Leads to Link Response

Reno DiDomenico, vice president of Lollypop Farm’s
Humane Law Enforcement, issued a statement. “This
is a disturbing case that underscores how quickly an
act of violence can turn fatal,” he said. “No animal
should suffer because of frustration or retaliation.
This case underscores the link between animal
abuse and human-to-human violence. Our role is to
ensure these actions are taken seriously and that
those responsible for abusing animals or humans are
held accountable under the law. We also want the
public to understand that speaking up with factual,
first-hand reports can make all the difference in
bringing these perpetrators to justice.”



https://www.syracuse.com/crime/2026/05/syracuse-man-charged-with-shooting-police-officers-was-out-of-jail-without-bail-on-sex-abuse-charges.html
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/LINK-Letter-2026-February.pdf
https://www.wpsdlocal6.com/news/howery-pleads-guilty-in-both-animal-abuse-abuse-of-corpse-cases/article_740c15c5-cb3d-4d86-a163-76ea395bc2d1.html
https://13wham.com/news/local/rochester-man-accused-of-causing-cats-death-by-kicking-it-after-it-scratched-him-animal-cruelty-arrest-lollypop-farm-humane-law-enforcement

THE LINK... in the NEWS

Two Unrelated Link Cases Put Louisville in the News

Man Accused of Setting
Woman’s Dog on Fire

fter a Louisville, Ky. woman called
police saying her husband had set
her dogs on fire, Bobby Atkinson, 37,

was charged with animal torture and cruelty,
menacing and terroristic threatening. WLKY-
TV reported that following an earlier argu-
ment, Atkinson allegedly returned with a
handgun, went to the basement to get am-
mo, and intimidated her while holding the gun saying,
“If we didn’t have a daughter together I'd shoot you
and stand over you.” After the woman got an emer-
gency protective order and heard that Atkinson had
reportedly fathered a child with another woman, she
returned home to find the fire alarm going off and
found one of her two dogs on fire downstairs. Both
dogs were treated at Metro Animal Services.

Murder Suspect Who Tortured
Animals Killed by SWAT Team

murder suspect whom Louisville,
Ky. police said wanted to hunt
homeless people, tortured animals,

idolized mass shooters and serial killers was
shot and killed by a SWAT team after he held
police at bay in a shootout standoff for a half
hour and finally came out of his house saying,
“I am not here to kill SWAT officers. | am here
to be shot by them.”

WDRB-TV reported that Michael Hristov had been
wanted on charges of murder, assault and abuse of a
corpse for a 2025 homicide in which a homeless man
was killed, had symbols carved into his body and had
body parts cut off.

100 Arrested in Connecticut
Cockfighting/Gambling Bust

multi-agency investigation P s

of a suspected cockfighting S T;og_:(@

and gambling ring led to a Wi "l ¢
search warrant and the arrests of '
over 100 individuals, including two
homeowners who were charged
with cruelty to animals, profession-
al gambling, operating a gambling premise, and risk of
injury to a minor. The Connecticut State Police report-
ed that Elvin Miranda, 59, and Lisa Miranda, 66, of Tol-
land, Conn., were released after posting $250,000
bond each and are scheduled to appear at state Supe-
rior Court on June 18. Investigators seized approxi-
mately $90,000 in U.S. currency. The Department of
Agriculture found 273 birds on the property, all of
which had to be euthanized due to their deteriorated
conditions.

Floridian Facing 100 Years for Online
Child & Animal Sexual Abuse Porn

fter the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren sent Florida law en-

forcement officials a cybertip that a
person posing as an underage girl
was viewing and sending sex images via Snapchat, po-
lice in Key West arrested Jacob Rookey, 21, of Cudjoe
Key, on 18 charges of buying and selling child sexual
abuse and animal sexual abuse materials and soliciting
minors. News media reported that Rookey had been
working at the Key West Police Department as a 911
telecommunicator. “Trading in material that involves
the sexual exploitation of children and animals is what
keeps the sick market for this material alive,” said Flor-
ida Attorney General James Uthmeier. Rookey faces
up to 100 years in prison if convicted.



https://www.wlky.com/article/louisville-man-arrested-setting-dog-on-fire/71380103
https://www.wlky.com/article/louisville-man-arrested-setting-dog-on-fire/71380103
https://www.wdrb.com/news/crime-reports/louisville-murder-suspect-killed-by-swat-wanted-to-hunt-homeless-people-lmpd-says/article_9483f0ef-496e-48db-8f41-c525b4f57570.html
https://www.cspnews.org/post/connecticut-state-police-investigates-large-scale-illegal-gambling-and-cockfighting-event-in-tolland
https://westorlandonews.com/key-west-police-employee-faces-100-years-for-crimes-in-florida-keys/

You Can Help
Us Create Safer

Communities!
The National Link
Coalition is the only
international education
and advocacy organiza-
tion working to prevent
animal cruelty, domestic
violence, child maltreat-
ment, and elder abuse by
showing how they are
Linked. As the global
resource center on

The Link between
animal cruelty and
human violence we train
multidisciplinary
professionals, showcase
programs, and publicize
legislation and research
to foster collaborations
that create safer
communities by
recognizing that when
animals are abused,
people are at risk, and
when people are abused,
animals are at risk.

LR.S. 501c3 tax ID
#92-2607909.

Join us!

NationalLinkCoalition.org

=

arkowpets@snip.net

Please
to make a

tax-deductible :
contribution to support our work
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