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Kansas, New Mexico Fail to Enact                                       

Pet Protection Order Laws 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

D espite having 34 of the House’s 125 representatives as cosponsors 
and the track records of 42 other states upon which to draw, the 
Kansas State Legislature failed to take action on HB 2707. The bill, 

which never made it out of the House Judiciary Committee on the day it 
was introduced last February, would have modified the definition of abuse 
in the Protection From Abuse Act to include acts or threats relating to pets, 
and allow courts to include pets in protection orders. Such orders could 
have granted plaintiffs with custody and control of the pets and restrain the 
defendant from harming or coming into contact with the pets. 

 
Since pioneered by Maine, Vermont and New York in 2006, 42 states have 
now enacted laws that allow courts to award custody and control of house-
hold animals, and enjoin respondents from harming or threatening animals, 
in domestic violence protection orders.  
 
The remaining states still lacking these critical Link provisions are predomi-
nantly rural: Kansas, North and South Dakota in the Midwest; Idaho, Mon-
tana and New Mexico in the West; and Alabama and Mississippi in the 
South. A similar bill in New Mexico, SB 80, died earlier this session when 
that state’s legislature adjourned. 

http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

Resources Becoming Available for Survivors with Horses  

W hile the majority of 
the 300 pet-friendly 
shelters to help the 

animal survivors of domestic vio-
lence have focused on dogs, cats 
and other household pets, an in-
creasing number of agencies are 
challenged with assisting survivors 
who have horses. We reported 
earlier on an equine rescue in 
Maine that is expanding its pro-
grams for this purpose (See the 
August 2025 LINK-Letter) and now 
a second program has been devel-
oped in Illinois. Meanwhile, a na-
tional equine organization has 
added a domestic violence survi-
vor category to its resource data-
base. 

The Hooved Animal Humane         
Society, based in Woodstock in 

Northern 
Illinois,           
announced 
that after 
being                 
repeatedly 
frustrated by 
seeing abuse 
and neglect 

Cynthia Glensgard              of horses in 
domestic violence situations they 
launched Safe Havens for Survi-
vors. The program is aimed to help 
survivors in McHenry and nearby 
counties to know that they don’t 
have to choose between their own 
safety and the animals they love. 

Hooved Animal Humane Society 
will work with local domestic vio-
lence centers to connect with sur-
vivors. From there, they will work 
with each case to provide confi-
dential horse care planning, short-
term care options, transportation 
and coordination with other or-
ganizations. 

“By helping survivors plan for their 
horses, we can remove one more 
barrier to safety while preventing 
neglect before it happens,” Execu-
tive Director Cynthia Glensgard 
said. “We know that domestic vio-
lence survivors stay in relation-
ships” out of fear for their animals, 
“and they are used as coercive 
control measures,” she added, 
noting that horses in domestic vio-
lence situations are at an in-
creased risk of neglect due to fi-
nancial strains, displacement or 
retaliation by an abuser. 

The initiative is based upon the 
premises that horses are often 
deeply bonded companions and 
working partners of survivors, and 
their care needs make emergency 
planning much more complex. Pro-
tecting horses can help survivors 
move toward safety sooner. 

For safety considerations, survi-
vors are urged to reach out to 
their local domestic violence shel-
ter which will then, in turn, con-
tact the Hooved Animal Humane 
Society.  

Glensgard hopes other horse or-
ganizations can take Safe Havens 
for Survivors as a blueprint to 
launch similar programs. 

“I really do hope this helps some-
body get out of a bad situation,” 
she said. 
 

A NATIONAL DATABASE           
RESOURCE                                       
Meanwhile, last August the United 
Horse Coalition added a new 
searchable category of domestic 
violence survivor to its free, public-
ly accessible equine resource data-
base. The feature is specifically 
designed to assist equine owners 

facing a 
domestic 
violence 
crisis.        
This new 
category 
will help 
connect 
victims in     Ashley Harkins             

need with rescues, sanctuaries, 
and programs that offer tempo-
rary emergency boarding or foster 
care for their equines, ensuring 
both the safety of the equine and 
the well-being of the owner. 

The resource expansion comes in 
response to a growing recognition 
of the urgent need for specialized 
equine assistance in domestic vio-
lence situations, the Coalition said. 
Much as with the more common 
situations of victims with house-
hold pets delaying or avoiding 
leaving abusive environments due 
to fear for their animals’ safety, by 
including this new category in the 
UHC’s centralized, searchable di-
rectory of programs equipped to 
provide crisis boarding, UHC aims 
to remove this barrier and support 
safe transitions for both horses 
and owners. 

“The Link between domestic vio-
lence and animal welfare is well 
documented and ensuring there 
are safety net programs for horses 
in these situations can save lives, 
both human and equine,” said 
Ashley Harkins, UHC Operations 
Manager. “By adding this category 
to our Equine Resource Database, 
we are giving horse owners one 
more tool to protect their animals 
during a time of crisis.” 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/LINK-Letter-2025-August.pdf
https://hahs.org/equine-assistance-program/safe-havens-for-survivors-domestic-violence-initiative/
https://hahs.org/equine-assistance-program/safe-havens-for-survivors-domestic-violence-initiative/
https://unitedhorsecoalition.org/united-horse-coalition-expands-equine-resource-database-to-support-horse-owners-experiencing-domestic-violence/
https://unitedhorsecoalition.org/united-horse-coalition-expands-equine-resource-database-to-support-horse-owners-experiencing-domestic-violence/
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

British 5-Year Animal Welfare Strategy Includes The Link 

T he British government has unveiled a ground-
breaking Animal Welfare Strategy, 2025 that 
seeks to completely review and overhaul Eng-

land’s approach to animal welfare by 2030, including 
taking significant steps to respond to The Link be-
tween domestic abuse and animal abuse. 

Animal Welfare Strategy for England, 2025 is a Policy 
Paper presented to Parliament by the Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs on Dec. 22, 2025. It 
serves as a manifesto pledging extensive government 
actions as a strategy setting out the UK Government’s 
priorities for England, focusing on the changes and 
improvements it aims to achieve by 2030. Using a new 
integrated and dynamic-systems approach, it pledges 
to deliver ambitious, sustainable and embedded im-
provements to animal welfare in England with multi-
ple reforms across four key areas: companion animals, 
wild animals, farmed animals and internationally.  

One section of the manifesto specifically addresses 
“Tackling pet abuse and domestic abuse”.  Citing stud-
ies by Mary Wakeham showing a strong Link between 
pet and domestic abuse, the policy paper writes, “In 

cases where a pet is present, pet 
abuse can be used as a coercive con-
trol strategy to manipulate and ex-
ploit victim-survivors in the abusive 
relationship. 

“Raising awareness of the link be-
tween pet abuse and domestic abuse 
and working with stakeholders to  

Mary Wakeham         support current initiatives will help to 
protect pets facing harm in domestic violence settings 
and will also further the delivery of the government’s 
Tackling Violence Against Woman and Girls Strate-
gy.” (See the January 2026 LINK-Letter) 

In response the manifesto pledges to take the follow-
ing actions:  

• Consider the outcomes of the research project 
commissioned in summer 2025 to explore the Link 
between animal abuse and domestic abuse and 
identify intervention opportunities. 

• Work with the veterinary profession to support 
initiatives designed to help vets and practice staff 
recognize potential signs of domestic abuse 
through non-accidental injuries to pets. 

• Work with charities to increase the awareness of 
fostering services available for the pets of victim-
survivors to encourage them to flee from abuse. 

• Strengthen the pet microchipping regime to pre-
vent victim-survivors’ personal information poten-
tially being accessed by perpetrators. 

“This government is committed 
to safeguarding the welfare of 
animals for the long term, and 
we are changing how we will 
deliver the improvements need-
ed,” the paper states. “Rather 
than piecemeal legislation, we 
will take a more strategic approach - one that targets 
intervention where it’s most needed.” 

The manifesto sets forth a coherent framework for 
lasting change in a country that can boast of caring 
deeply for animals and having “a proud and long histo-
ry of supporting animal welfare — from the world’s 
first known animal welfare law in 1822 to the animal 
welfare pioneers and organizations known across the 
globe today. As a government, we are committed to 
delivering the most ambitious animal welfare program 
in a generation.” 

Many of the action steps, particularly vis-à-vis farmed 
animals, are framed in a politically pragmatic approach 
– emphasizing the need for change is also a matter of 
enormous economic importance. The paper also em-
phasizes that while legislation plays a vital role in 
setting minimum standards, prohibiting harmful prac-
tices, and setting expectations for animal welfare, reg-
ulations alone will not drive meaningful and lasting 
change; enforcement and public buy-in are also re-
quired. 

The policy paper was the result of extensive series of 
roundtable discussions on priorities and collaborative 
work with government, scientists, industry, chari-
ties and civil society organizations to understand the 
underlying issues that lead to poor animal welfare. 
“Continued engagement with stakehold-
ers is a vital part of our ongoing work, 
facilitating the partnership approach we 
seek to build,” it concludes. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/animal-welfare-strategy-for-england/animal-welfare-strategy-for-england
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/LINK-Letter-2026-January.pdf
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

Virginia Joins States Allowing ERPOs Based on Animal Cruelty History 

V  irginia 
Gov.           
Abigail 

Spanberger on 
April 13 signed 
into law two bills 
that will protect 
domestic violence   Gov. Spanberger 
survivors and their pets from the 
continued threat of abusers who 
possess firearms, which have been 
shown to be an extreme risk factor 
in domestic violence cases. 

HB 901, spon-
sored by Del. 
“Rip” Sullivan, Jr. 
(D – Fairfax Co.), 
will allow courts 
to issue an Emer-
gency Substantial 

Delegate Sullivan       Risk Order against 
an individual believed to pose a 
substantial risk of personal injury 
to himself or to others. The order 
could include a ban on possessing 
firearms. Evidence that courts 
could consider in issuing the order 
could include “any recent act of 
violence, force or threat by the 
subject of the petition toward an 
animal.”  It takes effect July 1. 
 

SB 495, sponsored 
by Sen. R. Creigh 
Deeds, (D – Char-
lottesville), also 
allows courts to 
include recent acts 
of violence, force 

Senator Deeds          or threat toward 
an animal as cause for issuing an 
Emergency Substantial Risk Order 
prohibiting a respondent under a 
protective order from possessing 
firearms for the duration of the 
order. It also takes effect July 1. 
 
Extreme Risk Protection Orders 
are allowed in at least 19 states; 
histories of animal cruelty are spe-
cifically identified as potential 
grounds in Connecticut, Colorado, 
Maine, New Jersey, New York, Ore-
gon, Rhode Island, and Virginia 
(See the February 2026 LINK-
Letter).  
 
Washington State in 2023 prohibit-
ed animal abusers and domestic 
violence offenders from owning a 
firearm for five years. The 
measure’s preamble stated that 
“The legislature finds that gun vio-

lence is a multifaceted public 
health problem that includes sui-
cide, homicide, intimate partner 
violence, community violence, 
mass violence, nonfatal gunshot 
injuries and threats, with commu-
nity violence and mass violence 
often committed by those with a 
history of domestic violence.”  The 
preamble continued, “The strong-
est predictor of future violence is 
prior violent behavior, including 
perpetration of domestic violent 
misdemeanors,” and calls cruelty 
to animals a “particularly strong 
risk factor” (See the June 2023 
LINK-Letter).  
 
Later in 2023, Canada’s Parliament 
amended the national Firearms 
Act to prevent individuals who are 
subject to a protection order or 
who have been convicted of do-
mestic violence from obtaining a 
firearms license. Canada’s Consti-
tution includes threats or harm to 
another person’s animals within 
the definitions of acts of family 
violence (See the January 2024 
LINK-Letter).  

CHILD MALTREATMENT… and THE LINK 

Kentucky Courts to Consider Animal Abuse in Child Custody Rulings  

A s Kentucky’s legislature 
adjourned, the General 
Assembly passed a unique 

law that includes a history of ani-
mal abuse among the grounds 
that courts may consider when 
making decisions regarding child     Rep. Jason Nemes            

custody. 

HB 418, introduced by House Majority Whip Rep. Ja-
son Nemes, was later attached as an amendment to  
SB 122 that was signed into law. 

The new law requires courts determining child custody 
to consider whether there are allegations of domestic 
violence and abuse against either party; it would be a 
presumption that joint custody and equally shared par-
enting time would not be in the best interests of the 
child if one party has committed two or more acts of 
domestic violence and abuse.  
 
Kentucky’s definition of domestic violence and abuse 
in KRS 403.720 includes acts against animals intended 
as coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or re-
venge against a household member. 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/LINK-Letter-2026-February.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/LINK-Letter-2023-June.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/LINK-Letter-2024-January.pdf
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

Concern for Animal Welfare Increases Need for Veterinary Pathology 

T he first published article of its kind from the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago is emphasiz-
ing that forensic veterinary pathology is be-

coming increasingly important in recognizing and in-
vestigating animal abuse cases due to “the govern-
ment’s recognition that animal suffering is a matter of 
public concern” and that The Link is a key component 

of that interest. 

“Animal abuse can reflect both 
societal concerns and individual 
well-being, and should be inves-
tigated and prosecuted because 
the welfare of animals is an im-
portant component of public 

Karelma Frontera-Acevedo responsibility and humane treat-
ment; it can also be related to other interpersonal 
crimes of violence,” write the authors, based at the 
only two veterinary diagnostic laboratories capable of 
performing necropsies, at the University of the West 
Indies School of Veterinary Medicine and the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries.  

“Animal abuse reflects a culture of violence and abuse, 
and is carried out by people who do not expect au-
thorities to intervene and those who have the inten-
tion of intimidating the owners or companions of the 
animals being abused.” 

The article reviews 113 cases 
of suspected animal abuse 
were submitted in 2008–
2025; 77% of the cases in-
volved dogs. Only 24 (20%) of 
the cases had a confirmed 
cause of death or method of 
injury, with the most common 
cause being trauma. All un-
confirmed cases involved sus-
pected poisoning. 

The authors hope to inspire 
further discussion on how to 
improve diagnostic practices 
and the prosecution of indi-
viduals who violate animal 
welfare laws. They also de-
scribe Trinidad and Tobago’s anti-cruelty law dating to 
1921, which was updated and expanded with added 
enhanced criminal penalties in 2020 “to demonstrate 
the government’s recognition that animal suffering is a 
matter of public concern.” 

-- Frontera-Acevedo, K., Boodram, A., Luke, X., Phillip, E., 
Suepaul, R., & Gyan, L. (2026). A retrospective study of 

suspected animal abuse cases in Trinidad and Tobago, 2008
-2025. Animals, 16, 1088.                                                  

https://doi.org/10.3390/ani16071088  

“Animal abuse       

reflects a culture of 

violence and abuse 

and is carried out 

by people who do 

not expect authori-

ties to intervene 

and those who 

have the intention 

of intimidating the 

owners or compan-

ions of the animals 

being abused.”           

AVMA Webinar Helps DVMs Respond to Suspected Animal Cruelty 

T he American Veterinary Medical Association 
has made available a webinar, “Animal Cruel-
ty: How to Respond to a Suspected Case,” de-

signed to help practitioners better understand their 
role in responding.  

“Veterinary professionals evaluate animals and their 
circumstances daily, which gives us a lot of experience 
in assessing what’s ‘normal,’” the AVMA says in an-
nouncing the webinar. “When something seems off, it 
may signal the need for closer evaluation — including 
the possibility of neglect or abuse.  

“This webinar highlights red flags that may raise suspi-
cion of animal cruelty and explores what to do if you 
suspect that cruelty or mistreatment is occurring. 

You’ll also discover 
the role that veteri-
nary professionals 
play in the legal pro-
cess of cruelty            

Jodi Lovejoy, left, & Rachel Touroo          investigations.” 

          The webinar is designed to help veterinarians rec-
ognize clinical signs and circumstances that could indi-
cate animal maltreatment, and learn how to develop 
and apply standard operating guidelines for respond-
ing to suspected cruelty cases.  

The webinar is presented by veterinarians Jodi 
Lovejoy, animal welfare specialist for the Indiana State 
Board of Animal Health, and Rachel Touroo, senior 
director of veterinary forensics for the ASPCA. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/ani16071088
https://axon.avma.org/local/catalog/view/product.php?globalid=WEBOD-110
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

Kentucky Mandate to Report Suspected Animal Abuse Fails to Pass 

K entucky’s unique history regarding the role of 
veterinarians in responding to suspected ani-
mal cruelty, abuse and neglect failed to take a 

new direction when a bill in the General Assembly 
failed to make it out of committee. HB 637, sponsored 
by Rep. Rachel Roarx (D—Louisville), would have re-
quired veterinarians to report suspected cases. 

The bill would have amended     
KRS 321.188, which currently al-
lows veterinarians to report sus-
pected cases of cruelty to animals, 
torture of a dog or cat, and sexual 
crimes against an animal , to re-
quire such reports. Cases involv-
ing on-farm livestock and poultry 
would be reported to the State  

Rep. Rachel Roarx             Veterinarian, while abuse of all 
other animals would be reported to law enforcement.  
The new law would also have added a requirement to 
report assaults on a service animal. 

Kentucky’s experience with veterinary reporting has 
been evolving. For many years, most states avoided  
the thorny issue of veterinarians possibly reporting 
their clients to law enforcement agencies. Beginning 
about 2000, states began questioning this practice 
with a Link-based recognition that the veterinarian 
should be as proactive in responding to animal abuse 
as physicians are in responding to suspected child 
abuse. Today, 23 states mandate, and 20 others per-
mit, veterinarians to report, with immunity from civil 
or criminal liability and administrative sanctions in 36 
of those states if reports are made in good faith. 

Meanwhile, as a result of a loophole in a 2009 law 
Kentucky was the only state that specifically prohibited 
veterinarians from reporting suspected abuse. This 
situation prompted the American Veterinary Associa-
tion to revise its 2012 Position Statement on Animal 
Abuse and Neglect that had declared it the responsibil-
ity of the veterinarian to promptly report such cases to 
appropriate authorities, whether or not reporting is 
mandated by law, to protect the health and welfare of 
animals and people. In response to Kentucky’s prohibi-
tion,  AVMA’s 2019 Position Statement instead called 
only for states to grant immunity from liability to prac-
titioners who report and to exempt patient/client rec-
ords from confidentiality restrictions in these reports 
(See the July 2019 LINK-Letter). 

The Kentucky dilemma became moot in 2020 when 
the Bluegrass State enacted SB 21 which permitted 
practitioners to make reports (and which helped boost 
the state’s rating in the Animal Legal Defense Fund’s 
annual rankings (See the August 2020 LINK-Letter).  

More recently, AVMA 
in 2023 published a 
Framework for           
Identification and 
Response to                    
Suspected or Known 
Animal                            
Maltreatment which 
now specifies that 
because the intercon-
nectedness of human 
and animal health, 
safety and welfare 
cannot be overstated, 
veterinarians have an 
“imperative to identi-
fy and respond” to suspected or known cases of ani-
mal abuse (See the November 2023 LINK-Letter).  

In 2024 AVMA published new Principles of Veterinary 
Medical Ethics which declare that “a veterinarian has 
an ethical responsibility to report suspected animal 
cruelty and/or abuse” and that revealing client records 
is permissible when “ required to do so by law or it 
becomes necessary to protect the health and welfare 
of other individuals or animals.” 

The Kentucky mandated reporting provision was 
tacked on at the end of a more extensive proposal that 
would haver also established a statewide registry of 
animal abuse offenders. 

For Additional  

Information  

Just click on the blue underlined hyperlinks in these arti-

cles to take you to other websites with additional infor-

mation about that topic. 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/LinkLetter-2019-July.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/LinkLetter-2020-August.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/LINK-Letter-2023-November.pdf
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/principles-veterinary-medical-ethics-avma
https://www.avma.org/resources-tools/avma-policies/principles-veterinary-medical-ethics-avma
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

How to Create a Policy for Reporting Suspected Cruelty 

Forensic Veterinarian Kris Otteman and her team at Victim to Verdict published a blog in April en-

couraging veterinarians, who are often the first to spot signs of animal abuse or neglect, to have clear 

policies in place. We’re reprinting this sound advice in hopes of alerting more practitioners to the 

critical nature of having such policies established before a case comes through your door. 

V  eterinary professionals are often the first 
people to see signs of animal cruelty or ne-
glect. Because of this unique role, veterinary 

clinics benefit from having a clear, written policy and 
procedure for recognizing and reporting suspected 
abuse. A well-designed policy protects animals, sup-
ports staff, and ensures the clinic responds consistent-
ly and professionally when concerns arise. 

 
The first step is establishing a clinic policy that states 
the practice’s commitment to animal welfare and 
compliance with applicable laws. This policy should 
outline the clinic’s responsibility to document and re-
port suspected cruelty while maintaining professional 
and legal standards. It should also reference relevant 
state laws regarding mandatory or permissive re-
porting by veterinarians. 

 
Next, clinics should develop standard procedures for 
recognizing and documenting suspected abuse. Staff 
should be trained to identify common indicators such 
as repeated unexplained injuries, patterns of neglect, 
poor body condition, untreated medical problems, or 
inconsistent histories from owners. The procedure 
should emphasize careful, objective documentation in 
the medical record, including written descriptions, 
photographs, body condition scores, and diagnostic 
findings. 

 
A key component of the procedure is defining an in-
ternal reporting pathway. Staff members should know 
exactly who to notify within the clinic—typically the 
medical director, practice owner, or a designated cru-
elty liaison. This ensures that concerns are reviewed 

by an experienced veterinarian before external reports 
are made. 

 
Clinics should also establish clear guidance on evi-
dence handling and record preservation. Medical rec-
ords, photographs, radiographs, and laboratory results 
may later become important legal evidence. Maintain-
ing accurate records and preserving the chain of custo-
dy for any physical evidence helps ensure the infor-
mation can be used effectively if a case proceeds to 
investigation or court. 

 
The policy should include guidelines for contacting au-
thorities. This may involve local animal control, hu-
mane law enforcement, or police, depending on the 
jurisdiction. Staff should know when to report, what 
information to provide, and how to document that a 
report was made. 

 
Finally, clinics should incorporate staff training and 
regular review of the policy. Continuing education on 
recognizing cruelty, forensic documentation, and legal 
considerations helps staff feel confident handling 
these situations. Periodic policy review ensures proce-
dures remain consistent with current laws and best 
practices. 

 
By creating a clear and supportive reporting policy, 
veterinary clinics strengthen their role in protecting 
animal welfare while providing staff with the guidance 
they need to respond appropriately to suspected cru-
elty cases. 

https://www.victim2verdict.com/
https://mailchi.mp/4c343ef354ea/dr-kris-otteman-featured-on-cone-of-shame-podcast-6427359?e=50ac52a631
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A s challenging as it 
has been for vet-
erinarians and 

their staffs to respond to 
suspected animal abuse, 
an even more problematic 
dilemma has emerged in 
recent years regarding 
how to react when a cli-
ent — and her animals — 
may be experiencing the 
abuse of domestic vio-
lence.  

Practitioners who lack 
training in the topic, who 
fear legal and financial 
repercussions, or who 
don’t want to get involved 
in personal matters have 
been wary of engaging in 
this One Health/One Wel-
fare issue. Even more 
challenging is the reality 
that with a majority of 
veterinary staff, as well as 
clients, being women, 
there is a likelihood that a 
case of domestic violence 
may not only walk in the 
door but also be behind  
the receptionist’s desk. 

The National Link Coali-
tion is addressing this is-
sue with an initiative we 
call “DV & the DVM.” We 
have just added a new 
resource on our website 
with a handy flyer explain-
ing the Myths and Reali-
ties of Veterinary Re-
sponse to Potential Do-
mestic Violence. Click 
here to see the full  re-
source; on this page we 
present a few highlights 
from that flyer. 

How Should the Veterinarian Respond to Possible Domestic Violence? 

MYTH REALITY 

“I haven’t been trained.” Training guides are readily available locally and nationally. 

“I don’t know if it’s DV.” You don’t have to know. Just be a friendly resource for her 

and her animals. 

“I’m not sure how to re-

spond.” 

Ask the client to let you keep the animal overnight so you can 

get more information or a second opinion. 

“I don’t know where to refer 

her to.” 

Contact the nearest DV shelter or the National Hotline at         

800-799-7233. 

“I might get sued.” You’re not offering legal advice — just providing information 

to help her make an informed decision. 

“I might lose the client.” But if the abuse continues, you’ll certainly lose her and her 

pets — and they may lose their lives. 

“I might make things worse.” Perhaps. But not helping her will definitely make things 

worse for her and all her animals. 

“Nothing will be done any-

way.” 

Possibly. But it’s her decision. And it is much harder for her to 

make a break when the animals are also being threatened. 

“My records are confiden-

tial.” 

Confidentiality can be waived if there’s a legitimate threat to 

health and safety. She can sign a waiver allowing release of 

information. 

“I’m scared of the abuser.” Human healthcare facilities have alert systems to warn of 

danger and contact police. 

“I don’t have time.” Early intervention saves time — and lives — later. 

“It’s not my job to interfere  

in people’s lives.” 

But it is your job to protect the animals and people who may 

be at risk. 

“I don’t know how to deal 

with clients like this.” 

Maybe you want to bring a Veterinary Social Worker on 

board? 

“What if my staff wants to 

respond?” 

Have a protocol in place before an incident occurs. 

“I’ll never see a case like 

this.” 

You might. And both animals and people are victimized. 

“I’ll get a bad rap on social 

media.” 

You’ll get a better reputation on social media from clients 

who praise you for taking a positive stand against domestic 

violence. 

“I feel like I’m all alone on 

this.” 

AVMA and AAHA have policies and guidances that can help 

you. 

“I’m afraid.” Understandable. But it’s the right thing to do. 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Vets-DV-Responses-Myths-Realities-Summary.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Vets-DV-Responses-Myths-Realities-Summary.pdf
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LAW ENFORCEMENT… and THE LINK 

H ighlighting the broader public safety impli-
cations of animal cruelty, and noting that it 
is often linked to other forms of violence 

including domestic abuse and child abuse, a U.S. 
Congressman from New Jersey is spearheading two 
bipartisan federal bills and a campaign to make ani-
mal cruelty, abandonment and endangerment more 
of a federal priority. 

Rep. Josh Gottheimer, a Democrat whose 5 th District 
represents much of North Jersey, made the an-
nouncement to kick off April as Animal Cruelty Pre-
vention Month. In emphasizing that protecting ani-
mals is about protecting communities as a whole, 
Gottheimer announced three initiatives: 

The Protect Our Pets Act, H.R. 8480, 
co-sponsored by Republican Rep. 
Mike Lawler of New York, would 
make it a federal crime to abandon or 
endanger animals on federal property 
or across state lines. It would              

Rep. Mike Lawler  establish penalties of up to 15 years in 
prison and increase penalties for the most horrific 
acts of animal abuse such as crushing, burning, 
drowning, suffocating, impaling, or sexually ex-
ploiting animals. 

Gottheimer is also the lead sponsor of 
H.R. 3683, the FBI Animal Cruelty 
Taskforce Act of 2025, which would 
establish a dedicated task force within 
the FBI to investigate and build cases 
against animal abusers including dog- 
and cock-fighters and crush videos, 

Rep. Nicole           and develop training resources to   
Malliotakis           help local law enforcement identify 

Congressman Cites Link in Urging Stronger Federal Anti-Cruelty Laws  

Gottheimer and his dog “Rosie” announce the “Protect Our Pets Act” 

and combat animal abuse in their communities. That 
measure is co-sponsored by Republican Rep. Nicole 
Malliotakis of New York. 

Following the dismissal of Attorney General Pam 
Bondi, Gottheimer is sending a letter to the U.S. De-
partment of Justice and the new Attorney General 
making it clear that combating animal cruelty, aban-
donment, and endangerment needs to be a priority. 
Once confirmed, the new Attorney General should im-
plement the FBI Animal Cruelty Taskforce and ensure 
that the Department has a team of prosecutors and 
agents who can take down animal abusers 

“Our pets aren’t just animals. They’re family,” said 
Gottheimer.  

“When someone is sick enough to abuse or abandon a 
helpless animal, it’s not just about that animal — 
that’s a flashing warning sign that something deeper is 
going on.” 

Permission to Reprint 

The news items contained in The LINK-Letter are intended to disseminate as widely and as freely as possible information about 

the connections between animal abuse and interpersonal violence. Permission is hereby granted to re-post these articles in 

newsletters, websites, magazines, and electronic publications provided that appropriate credit is given to the National Link Coa-

lition and with hyperlinks to www.nationallinkcoalition.org. 

https://gottheimer.house.gov/posts/release-during-animal-cruelty-prevention-month-gottheimer-announces-new-legislation-to-protect-pets-from-abandonment-and-abuse
https://gottheimer.house.gov/posts/release-during-animal-cruelty-prevention-month-gottheimer-announces-new-legislation-to-protect-pets-from-abandonment-and-abuse
http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org
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LAW ENFORCEMENT… and THE LINK 

A n underlying premise of The Link is that legisla-
tors, government officials, thought leaders, 
and law enforcement will respond more favor-

ably to calls to improve animal welfare systems by fo-
cusing on how animal cruelty also hurts people. This 
concept is taking a major step forward in India with the 
publication of a new policy brief that strenuously ar-
gues that “Animal cruelty must be viewed not as a 
sentimental or marginal concern but as a substantive 
public safety issue – one that intersects with domes-
tic violence, child endangerment, mental health cri-
ses, and neighborhood disorder.” 

The study, conducted by the Takshashila Institution – 
an independent, nonpartisan center for research and 
education in public policy based in Bangalore – utilized 
crime data from 318 districts and interviews with 16 
multidisciplinary professionals including subject matter 
experts from the National Link Coalition. The findings 
concluded that “Animal cruelty in India is systemati-
cally Linked to broader patterns of violence and disor-
der, yet remains institutionally invisible and weakly 
enforced.”  

The policy brief encourages 
key stakeholders to recognize 
that animal cruelty is part of a 
broader spectrum of deviance 
and social disorganization ra-
ther than an isolated behavior-
al aberration. 

The authors propose a preven-
tive policing framework cen-
tered on data-system integra-
tion, veterinary cross-
reporting, police training, inter

-agency coordination, and legal reform. They argue 
that “Recognizing animal cruelty as a public safety 
concern is essential to strengthening India’s response 
to violence in all its forms.” 

Citing extensive Link studies from the U.S., U.K. and 
Australia, the authors bemoan that despite the evi-
dence, “Animal cruelty in India continues to be treat-
ed as a minor welfare or nuisance concern rather 
than a serious criminological and public safety issue.”  

Despite a national Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 
passed in 1960, and an “alarming increase” in cruelty 

complaints in recent years including organized crime, 
animal sexual abuse and the illegal use of firearms, 
most offenses are dismissed, trivialized or informally 
settled with negligible penalties, resulting in 
“enforcement apathy and under-reporting”.  

India has yet to institutionalize Link recognition, they 
write, and no national protocols Link such animal cru-
elty data as exist with domestic violence, child abuse 
or other serious offenses. “In the absence of struc-
tured data, cross-reporting mechanisms, or dedicated 
training, potential violent offenders may remain uni-
dentified until after human victimization has oc-
curred,” they argue. 

“The analysis indicates a consistent positive relation-
ship between animal-cruelty incidence and co-
occurring crime,” they conclude, calling animal cruel-
ty in India “not an isolated animal welfare issue but a 
significant public safety indicator.” 

The study delves into four core questions: 

• Whether and how animal cruelty correlates with 
wider patterns of social deviance and crime; 

• How variations in enforcement, legal frameworks 
and socio-demographic factors shape the inci-
dence and reporting of animal cruelty; 

• Which psychological, institutional and socio-
cultural mechanisms Link violence against animals 
and humans; and 

• How policy, data systems and inter-agency coordi-
nation can be redesigned to recognize and opera-
tionalize the concomitance of animal and human 
violence within Indian law enforcement. 

(Continued on Page 11) 

Policy Brief Strongly Calls for Link Recognition                                                              

to Systemically Reform Animal Protection in India 

“The signal          
remains                  
unmistakable:  
animal cruelty is 
an early point of 
contact where 
prevention is still 
possible.”                                                                           
— Takshashila 
Institution 

https://takshashila.org.in/
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LAW ENFORCEMENT… and THE LINK 

(Continued from Page 10) 

The authors cannot emphasize enough how much 
“Animal cruelty may function as a meaningful indica-
tor of wider behavioral risk.” Their recommendations 
are applicable in all countries where a Link approach 
may be more effective in preventing animal abuse and 
other forms of family and community violence. They 
conclude: 

“Cruelty against animals is not a peripheral irregulari-
ty but a structurally embedded indicator of deeper 
violence within society.” 

“Acts of harm toward animals frequently coexist with 
broader patterns of social deviance, reflecting shared 
psychological traits, environmental triggers and insti-
tutional failures.” 

Link Called Key to Reforming Animal Protection in India 

“Strengthening penalties, integrating data systems, 
enabling cross-reporting, and building police and vet-
erinary capacity are not reforms of compassion 
alone; they are reforms of foresight, pragmatism and 
national security.” 

“The signal remains unmistakable: animal cruelty is 
an early point of contact where prevention is still 
possible.” 

-  Siddiqui, A.A., & Velayudhan, S.G. (2025). Animal Cruelty 
as a Marker of Social Deviance: An Empirical Analysis and 
Policy Framework for Indian Law Enforcement. Bangalore, 

India: Takshashila Institution. 

ANIMAL SEXUAL ABUSE...and THE LINK 

Utah Law Criminalizes Obscene Animal Abuse Material and Crushing 

U tah expanded its protec-
tions against animal sexu-
al abuse when Gov. Spen-

cer Cox signed SB 72  into law 
which amended several state stat-
utes to define and create new 
standalone criminal offenses of 
“obscene animal abuse material” 
and “animal crushing”. The new 
provisions took effect on May 6. 

The new law uses the more mod-
ern term of “animal sexual abuse” 
and creates new crimes of “animal 
crushing” and “obscene animal 
abuse material” that depict animal 
crushing or “sexual conduct with 
an animal” to expand the defini-
tion of bestiality. Obscene animal 
abuse material deemed harmful to 
minors is also identified. 

The new law 
makes it illegal to 
distribute ob-
scene animal 
abuse material. It 
is a felony if the 

Gov. Spencer Cox        distributor is 18 
years of age or older and a misde-
meanor if  a minor. 

“Bestiality” was made illegal in 
Utah in 1993 as part of a nation-
wide wave of laws enacted as a 
result of growing evidence that 
sex with animals is closely Linked 
with child sexual abuse and child 
pornography. Under that statute, 
U.C.A. § 76-13-213, “sexual activi-
ty” is defined as physical sexual 
contact with an animal with the 
intent to sexually gratify the actor. 
It is a Class B misdemeanor.                

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
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ANIMAL SHELTERS… and THE LINK 

Animal Shelter Guide Urges Interagency Collaborations 

A new “best practices” guidebook for nonprofit 
and governmental animal shelters is including 
a limited amount of information on The Link 

between animal abuse and human violence as part of 
its guidance to partner with other community agencies 
to provide sustainable resolution for issues long be-
lieved to be unsolvable. 

Sara Pizano, a veterinarian 
with extensive experience in 
animal shelters and consulting 
services, has published         
The Go-To Guide for Animal 
Services through her con-
sulting firm, Team Shelter 
USA. The data-driven 
roadmap for modern animal 
welfare systems is designed to 
assist animal services pro-
grams that are often asked to 

Sara Pizano                               solve complex social, public 
health, and safety challenges with limited budgets, 
aging infrastructure, outdated ordinances, and intense 
public scrutiny. 

The Guide, available as a free download, includes sev-
eral references to The Link as part of a One Health ap-
proach that animal shelters should embrace. “There 
are many more victims of animal cruelty and neglect 
that do not enter shelters or get help than do,” it 
notes. “This makes it crucial that Field Services teams 
and law enforcement focus on true perpetrators of 
cruelty and neglect instead of mass punitive actions 
that could be handled through community or proactive 
programming assistance. Furthermore, 70% of those 
people guilty of domestic violence also abuse animals, 
which highlights the importance of the One Health 
approach.” 

The Guide describes the need for interagency collabo-
ration in animal hoarding cases, which can be linked to 
child welfare, elder welfare, housing instability, and 
community health concerns. “Most animal welfare or-
ganizations do not budget sufficiently or have a well-
thought-out plan for large scale hoarding and cruelty 
cases. Whenever safe and possible, care in place until 
an alternative placement can be arranged is best while 

working on immedi-
ate disposition. Net-
working with other 
local shelters, area 
rescue groups, na-
tional organizations, 
and foster volun-
teers, as well as re-
cruiting the commu-
nity to help, are es-
sential strategies,” it 
advises. 

Strong partnerships 
are also recommend-
ed. The Guide rec-
ommends establish-
ing relationships with 
the Municipal Attorney’s Office, Public Health, Social 
Services, Child Welfare, and Law Enforcement as being 
crucial. “Many animal-related cases intersect with do-
mestic violence, hoarding, mental health, housing in-
stability, and access to care. A One Health/One Welfare 
approach improves outcomes for both people and ani-
mals.” 

The Guide encourages agencies to make their field ser-
vices units “community-minded” and to not react in-
stinctively to outdated assumptions. For example, pet 
neglect may not be due to malicious intent; it could be 
an issue of limited access to veterinary care, financial 
constraints, and life circumstances. “The importance of 
partnership and collaboration instead of the historical 
adversarial relationships between municipal Field Ser-
vices and nonprofit animal welfare organizations can-
not be overstated, as more pets who are victims of non
-malicious neglect can be helped through collabora-
tion.” 

Pizano prefers a response model that prioritizes prob-
lem-solving and resource connection before enforce-
ment. She suggests the use of a Pet Resource Team, 
sometimes referred to as Animal Peace Officers, who 
serve as the first point of contact for animal-related 
concerns. Their resources may include direct assis-
tance, referrals to partner organizations, or guidance 
on resolving common animal-related issues. 

https://www.teamshelterusa.com/guide/
https://www.teamshelterusa.com/guide/
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SOCIAL WORK… and THE LINK 

Social Work with the Disabled Can Include Issues Affecting their Animals 

T he Link-based concept that social workers 
should consider clients’ animal companions 
has worked its way into a Turkish scoping re-

view of literature that examines disability-related so-
cial problems and the responses produced by social 
work to these problems at micro, mezzo and macro 
intervention levels.  

Serdarhan Duru, at the Ankara 
University Department of So-
cial Work, repeatedly cites the 
National Link Coalition’s 2020 
study of how to incorporate 
human-animal relationships in 
social work beyond the 
veterinary environment.         

Serdarhan Duru                        Duru calls this an example of 
how effective social work in the field of disability must 
be conceptualized not merely in terms of supportive 
interventions directed at the individual, but in 
conjunction with community-based programs, inter-
institutional collaboration, rights-based advocacy, and 
transformative goals aimed at challenging “ableism.” 

Social workers should engage in advocacy to promote 
laws and policies that specifically protect individuals 
with disabilities from violence and abuse, Duru writes. 
Violence, abuse and neglect can include animals and 
social workers’ asking about animal abuse can reveal 
other forms of family violence when working with old-
er and disabled clients. 

Interventions diversify across micro, mezzo, and macro 
levels, and a more coherent intervention framework 
emerges when components—such as individual em-
powerment, family support, community-based pro-
grams, and advocacy—are addressed collectively, Duru 
concludes. 

- Duru, S. (2026). Engellilerin sosyal sorunları: Sosyal           
hizmet müdahale düzeyleri bağlamında bir değerlendirme.

 [Social problems of persons with disabilities: An               
evaluation]. Sosyal Sağlık Dergisi [Journal of Social Health], 

63–84. https://doi.org/10.69514/sosyalsaglik.1894374.              
[In Turkish]                     

THE LINK in THE LITERATURE 

Call for Papers to Explore Companion Animals and Public Health 

T he Journal of Public Health Research has is-
sued a Call for Papers for a Special Collection 
that will focus on “Companion Animals and 

Public Health: Reciprocal Relationships Beyond An-
thropocentrism.” The deadline is Sept. 30. Details are 
available at https://journals.sagepub.com/topic/
collections-phj/002292/phj 

The Call for Papers explains that domestic animals - 
especially those who share our everyday lives - play 
increasingly important roles in shaping human health 
and well-being. Pets are understood not only as com-
panions but as integral members of multispecies 
households. Relationships with companion animals 
influence public health through their impacts on hu-
man health, social connection, physical activity, eco-
systems, and family and other dynamics.  

At the same time, their welfare, agency, and health 
outcomes are profoundly shaped by human caregiving 
practices, household environments, and broader com-
munity infrastructures. This encompasses both public 

health’s longstanding 
focus on zoonotic risk 
and the less familiar 
but equally important 
construct of zooeyia.  

The Special Collection 
seeks to advance trans-disciplinary research on the 
interdependent and reciprocal relationships between 
humans and the companion animals with whom they 
share their lives. Scholarship that critically examines 
how multispecies relationships influence health of hu-
man and non- human animals across social, cultural, 
environmental, institutional, and structural contexts 
is welcome. Central to this Special Collection is a com-
mitment to moving beyond anthropocentric assump-
tions by recognizing companion animals as sentient 
beings whose perspectives, needs, and well-being mat-
ter - both inherently and within the context of public 
health.   

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10560-020-00697-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10560-020-00697-x
https://doi.org/10.69514/sosyalsaglik.1894374
https://journals.sagepub.com/topic/collections-phj/002292/phj
https://journals.sagepub.com/topic/collections-phj/002292/phj
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THE LINK in THE LITERATURE 

T he latest human-animal academic study cen-
ter has just been approved at the University of 
Saskatchewan, where the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council of Canada has awarded 
$2.5 million over a five-year period to support the ini-
tiative. 

Colleen Dell, a sociology profes-
sor and Research Chair in One 
Health & Wellness, will be the 
Research Chair to head the new 
Centre on Human-Animal       
Connections & Collaboration, 
supported by a network of over 
100 researchers and partners. 
The Centre’s focus aligns with 
one of SSHRC’s 16 global chal-
lenges —The Emerging Asocial 
Society — addressing human          Colleen Dell                               

isolation, loneliness, and marginalization. 

The Centre’s goal is to create a cross-cultural, transdis-
ciplinary collaborative network to comprehensively 
study and share how human-animal connections 
shape, influence and impact cross-species experiences 
at individual, family, communal, and societal levels. 
Employing a Social Science One Health approach, the 
project departs from a strictly human-centered per-
spective to explore the significant potential to enhance 
the well-being of both human and non-human animals 
through interspecies connection. 

Several noted Link authorities are among the Centre’s 
co-investigators, collaborators and partners. The “dark 
side” of human-animal connections – The Link be-
tween animal and human abuse – may be a part of the 
Centre’s study and programming. 

Centre research is expected to:  

• Facilitate meaningful connections between aca-
demia, service sectors, the general public, and gov-
ernment;  

• Include animals’ perspectives in processes of 
knowledge creation and governance;  

• Create opportunities for transdisciplinary social-
scientific research;  

• Implement knowledge mobilization; 

• Build, support, and mentor careers; 

• Co-develop a governance model.  

Research will focus on social capital, well-being, social 
systems, wholism, and ethics. The research will have 
implications for Canadian systems of care by gaining 
better understanding of how human-animal connec-
tions can augment and reduce pressure on existing and 
over-stretched human support services. 

Academic Human-Animal Study Center Approved 

Juvenile Offenders’ Violent Victimization Linked with Animal Abuse                                                   

T hose who wish to reduce 
the prevalence of animal 
abuse among serious juve-

nile offenders should take steps to 
prevent those youths from having 
been victims of violence them-
selves. 

That’s the conclusion of a new 
study that acknowledges that 
while exposure to violence is an 
established risk factor for animal 
abuse, little research explores the 
potential mechanisms through 
which this relationship occurs. Us-
ing data from 1,354 participants 
who took part in the Pathways to 

Desistance study, the results of 
the analyses suggested that vio-
lent victimization was positively 
associated with increased odds of 
animal abuse, with depression and 
anger mediating over a quarter of 
this relationship.  

Chad N. Loes, Professor of Crimi-
nal Justice and Chair of the De-
partment of History, Politics, and 
Justice at Mount Mercy University 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, concluded 
that the findings suggest that 
those wishing to reduce the prev-
alence of animal abuse should  
endeavor to prevent potential  

instances of violent victimization 
among adolescents. Furthermore, 
it is critical for youth who have 
been victimized to have opportu-
nities to address any potential de-
pression or anger symptoms that 
might occur because of their vic-
timization, he added. 

-- Loes, C. N. (2026). Violent                
victimization and animal abuse 

among serious                                             
juvenile offenders.                                     

Society & Animals.  https://
doi.org/10.1163/15685306-bja10295 

 

https://artsandscience.usask.ca/profile/CDell
https://doi.org/10.1163/15685306-bja10295
https://doi.org/10.1163/15685306-bja10295
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Growing GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS 

Japanese Article Uses Link Perspective in Responding to Animal Abuse 

O ur colleagues at Japan’s 
Animal Literacy Research 
Institute have published 

an article on their website empha-
sizing that imposing fines and pris-
on sentences to rescue animals 
that have been harmed may not 
always be the best resolution. Ra-
ther, because the perpetrators of 
animal cruelty have a wide range 
of backgrounds leading to the 
abuse it is necessary to resolve the 
factors affecting the perpetrator 
and to also consider the potential 
risk of the animal abuse being 
Linked to interpersonal violence. 

Sakiko Yamazaki, ALRI’s founder, 
argues that it is essential to re-

spond to perpe-
trators of animal 
cruelty with a 
wide range of 
options. These 
might include 
educational            

Sakiko Yamazaki        interventions to 
help people better understand 
how to praise and discipline an 
animal, or instituting therapeutic 
and counseling interventions to 
address mental disorders. 

In Free Article 39: Applying LINK's 
Knowledge to Practice (2) - Lever-
aging LINK's Perspective in Re-
sponding to Perpetrators of Animal 
Abuse, she describes broader legis-
lative and social programs in other 
countries that work to protect pets 
and people. These include adding 
companion animals to domestic 
violence protection orders that 

“function as a response to protect 
pets from the brunt of perpetra-
tors’ violence”, and animal abuser 
registries to reduce rates of recidi-
vism. 

“It is important to seek punitive 
measures as a deterrent from the 
perspective of society as a whole 
showing a strong stance against 
violence against animals. But 
when seeking a fundamental solu-
tion to animal cruelty, it is neces-
sary to take a broader perspective, 
look at the background factors 
that led to the occurrence of the 
case, and respond appropriately to 
the situation,” she writes. 

“Also, from LINK’s point of view, 
animal cruelty is not complete 
with the perpetrator and the vic-
tim. There is a high risk that ani-
mal cruelty is linked to interper-
sonal violence, and there is a risk 
that the cycle of violence will 
spread to others from the animal 
abuse. From the perspective of 
LINK, a more comprehensive re-
sponse to animal cruelty is re-
quired to protect both people and 
animals,” she concludes. 

Hundreds Attend RedRover-ALDF Webinar 

O ver 500 registrants and over 200 live attendees, primarily from the 
field of domestic violence response, participated in a recent 
RedRover webinar presented by the Animal Legal Defense Fund that 

summarized research findings on the Link and provided case examples of the 
intersections between animal cruelty, domestic violence, elder abuse, and 
child abuse. 

 
Managing Attorney Emily Lewis 
and Senior staff Attorney Kath-
leen Wood provided an over-
view of animal cruelty laws gen-
erally, describing what types of 
acts and omissions are typically 
criminalized throughout the 
U.S. They also went into l detail 

Emily Lewis                            regarding which states had          Kathleen Wood                   

certain types of laws acknowledging or responding to the Link, such as laws 
permitting animals to be included in domestic violence protection orders, 
and laws permitting cross-reporting. 
 
The theme of the webinar, “Protecting All Victims: How the Law Addresses 
Animal Abuse, Family Safety, and Professional Reporting”, was to examine 
how the law can better encourage professionals across a wide range of disci-
plines to help enforce animal cruelty laws by reporting suspected abuse and 
neglect, thereby protecting both human and animal victims. 

https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f164
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News from LINK COALITIONS 

 Delaware PSA Promotes Link Awareness, Interagency Collaborations 

L ink advocates in Delaware 
have produced a 2-1/2          

minute Public Service           
Announcement describing both 
the joys and benefits of pet own-
ership, and the unfortunate reality 
that pets are abused as part of the 
continuum of family violence. 

The video involved collaborating 
with The CAUSE, a youth produc-
tion crew, whose members ap-
pear in the production describing 
both the positive and negative 
aspects of pet ownership. The vid-
eo also features several key state 
officials who present statistics 
about The Link between animal 
abuse, child abuse and domestic 
violence and how family courts 
are now asking questions about 
human-animal interactions.  

Chris Motoyoshi, Executive Direc-
tor of Delaware’s state Office of 
Animal Welfare, says, “Our animal 
welfare officers know that for 
abusers a pet provides an easy 
target for abuse. They can be an-
other source of trauma for chil-
dren witnessing the abuse of a 
beloved pet.”  

The Hon. Michael 
Newell, Chief 
Judge of Dela-
ware’s Family 
Court and Chair of 
the Domestic Vio-
lence Coordinating 

Michael Newell       Council, says, “The 
data has led our courts to adopt 
new practices, including asking 
questions about pets in the home 
to identify their importance to the 
children or the survivor, whether 
the pets have been abused, and 
the potential for the pets to be 
used to control survivors.”  

Kelly Ensslin, 
Chief Advocate 
and Chief of Le-
gal Services for 
the Office of the 
Child Advocate, 
adds, “67% of 
children exposed 
to animal cruelty   Kelly Ensslin            

also experienced child abuse. 67% 
of children in a domestic violence 
shelter reported seeing or hearing 
their pets being abused.” 

Mike Kaviani, COO 
for the Brandywine 
Valley SPCA, advis-
es that “We know 
that pets are fami-
ly. Victims being 
able to care for 
their pets is criti-
cally important for   Mike Kaviani 

their ability to heal.” 

The Hon. Jennifer Ranji, Family 
Court Judge and Chair of the Do-
mestic Violence Coordinating 
Council’s Animal Abuse & Domes-
tic Violence Link Committee, en-
courages interagency collabora-
tion with the advice, “In Delaware, 
we are all working together to 
protect pets and humans from 
abuse by a loved one.” 

The video con-
cludes with a list 
of phone num-
bers to call to re-
port animal, child 
and domestic 
abuse. 

Join Us In Our Mission!  

Please help us educate and advocate to promote greater legislative, public and professional un-

derstanding of, and response to, The Link between animal abuse and other family and communi-

ty violence! It is through the generosity of our donors that we are able to continue our trainings, 

publications, compilation of resources and research, and reporting on Link legislation. Your gift 

helps us prevent animal cruelty, domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse and create a saf-

er world. Please click here to make a secure and tax-deductible contribution.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAIKAuKzKKte6llGKu3rgu75LEzQvrdd/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FAIKAuKzKKte6llGKu3rgu75LEzQvrdd/view
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
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USA—FEDERAL BILLS 

H.R. 712, the Child and Animal Abuse 
Detection and Reporting Act, would 

direct the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to include data on animal abuse 
in the National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS) clearinghouse  for 
information relating to child abuse and 
neglect. 

H.R. 1477, the Animal Cruelty  
Enforcement (ACE) Act, would es-

tablish an Animal Cruelty Crimes Section 
within the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Environment and Natural Resources Divi-
sion. 

H.R. 3683,  the FBI Animal Cruelty 
Taskforce Act, would establish an ani-

mal cruelty crimes taskforce within the FBI 
to investigate and enforce federal laws, 
including cases of dogfighting, cock-
fighting, and crush videos.  

H.R. 3946,  the Fighting Inhumane 
Gambling and High-risk Traffick-
ing (FIGHT) Act would make it illegal to 

engage a minor under age 16 in animal 
fighting ventures, including cockfighting. 

H.R. 4166, the Strengthening Protec-
tions for Domestic Violence and 
Stalking Survivors Act of 2025, would 

add to U.S. Code Title 18, Section 921(a) a 
new misdemeanor crime of stalking. This 
would include a course of harassment, 
intimidation or surveillance that places a 
person in reasonable fear of, or harm to, 
the health and safety of, a pet, service 
animal, or emotional support animal. 

 

H.R. 4921, the Providing for Un-
housed People and Pets (PUPP) 
Act,  would authorize the Secretary of 

Agriculture to make grants to modify and 
upgrade structures to serve as interim 
and permanent housing to accommodate 
unhoused individuals with pets. 

H.R. 7544, the Illegal Alien Ani-
mal Abuser Removal Act , would 

make any illegal alien convicted of animal 
cruelty or fighting subject to immediate 
deportation. 

H.R. 7567, the Farm, Food and 
National Security Act of 2026 
(the “Farm Bill”) would reauthorize 

Protecting Animals With Shelter funding 
of $3,000,000 annually through 2031 to 
make domestic violence shelters pet-
friendly. 

H.R. 8480, the Protect Our Pets 
Act, would increase penalties for the 

most horrific acts of animal abuse in-
cluding crushing or sexually exploiting 
animals. 

ARIZONA 

HB 2995, which would allow courts to 

include a history of domestic violence 
coercive control in determining child 
custody and parenting time, would add to 
the definition of coercive control 
“threatening to harm or kill an animal 
that a person, child or relative has an 
emotional bond with.” Arizona already 
includes acts of animal cruelty within its 
definition of domestic violence. 
 

HB 2997 would impose additional penal-

ties for individuals who commit acts of 
animal abuse or neglect in the presence of 
a minor. 

 
SB 1587 would allow parties to a disso-

lution of marriage to enter into an en-
forceable agreement or ask the court to 
enter an order regarding the possession or 
care of a companion animal and outline 
factors the court is to consider. It would 
create a rebuttable presumption that ser-
vice animals should remain with the party 
for whom they provide a service. 
“Companion animals” would be defined as 
including pets, service animals, and ani-
mals acquired for business purposes. 
 

CALIFORNIA 
AB 119 would require the Department of 

Social Services to develop a standardized 
curriculum for mandated reporters of child 
abuse, which include animal control offic-
ers.  
 
SB 1276 would extend existing provi-

sions prohibiting the production and distri-
bution of online sexual content, including 
animal sexual abuse, involving a minor to 
also prohibit the downloading or stream-
ing of that sexual content. 

 

LEGISLATION… and THE LINK 

A dozen state legislatures have adjourned; others are busily working on proposed legislation in their 2026 sessions. 

We’re following 201 measures addressing animal abuse’s LINKs with human violence:  

Purple bills address domestic violence and pet protection orders                                                                   
Dark blue bills address child abuse and maltreatment                                                                                                
Grey bills address abuse of the elderly and disabled                                                                                                                        
Pink bills address animal sexual abuse                                                                                                                                                   
Green bills address cross-reporting among animal care & control, veterinary and human services processionals          
Orange bills address court-appointed advocates for animals                                                                                                                
Red bills address animal hoarding                                                                                                                 
Brown bills address psychological assessments, interventions and treatments for animal cruelty offenders                             
Light blue bills address animal abuse Linked with other crimes 

Please join us in following their progress and alert us to any additional bills we may have missed!   

Note: Inclusion of a bill does not necessarily imply our endorsement of the measure or its specific language, but is 
included to demonstrate the breadth of proposals and the increased interest by legislators for laws addressing The 
Link between animal abuse and other crimes and acts of interpersonal violence.   
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COLORADO 
HB 26-1131 would give courts authority 

to make determinations for the care and 
custody of pet animals in proceedings for 
dissolution of marriage and legal separa-
tion, taking into account the health, safety, 
well-being, comfort, and best interest of 
the pet. The court's decision would also 
include whether either party has com-
mitted abuse, cruelty, neglect, or violence 
toward an animal or human. It would also 
permit a court to award temporary custo-
dy and care of a pet animal when issuing 
an emergency protection order. 

 

CONNECTICUT 

H.B. 5264 would expand “Desmond’s 

Law’s” provisions allowing courts to ap-
point an advocate in proceedings concern-
ing the welfare or custody of a dog or cat 
to all defined companion animals. It would 
also expand 3rd-degree assault to include 
domestic animals, and establish an animal 
abuse task force. 

H.B. 5438 would allow applicants and 

respondents at hearings to issue protec-
tion orders, which can include provisions 
to safeguard the victim’s animals, to pre-
sent or refute evidence demonstrating a 
pattern of harassment. 

S.B. 318 would require the State Veteri-

narian to identify animal rescue organiza-
tions, dog pounds and animal control facil-
ities that could serve as an immediate 
point of contact for domestic violence 
victims needing to place their companion 
animals in the care of another due to such 
circumstances.  The list would be distribut-
ed to the Connecticut Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, police departments, 
and animal facilities. 

FLORIDA 

SB 468 and HB 921 died when the 
Legislature adjourned. They would 

have required veterinarians, technicians 
and other employees to report suspected 
animal cruelty with exemption from crimi-
nal and civil liability, professional discipli-
nary action and employer retaliation for 
making reports in good faith. Medical rec-
ords could be released without violating 
confidentiality. Altering medical records 
would be a misdemeanor; failure to report 
would subject the veterinarian to discipli-
nary action.  

SB 676 and HB 559 would make it a 

felony for an adult to commit aggravated 
animal cruelty in the presence of a minor, 
or cause a minor to commit aggravated 
animal cruelty, animal fighting, or sexual 
activity with an animal.   

HB 1159 replaces the 

term “child pornography” with “child sex-
ual abuse material”. It revises the punish-
ments for sexual activities involving ani-
mals to a second-or third-degree felony, 
and requires offenders to be banned from 
owning, residing with or working with any 
animals for five years. 

SB 796 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have allowed the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine to rescind 
the registration of any veterinary profes-
sional associate, veterinary technician, or 
veterinary technologist who is convicted 
of animal cruelty or animal fighting. 

HB 277 and SB 682 would add animal 

cruelty to the statutory definition of do-
mestic violence and add a respondent’s 
intentional injuring or killing a family pet, 
service animal or emotional support ani-
mal or using the animal as a means of 
coercive control as grounds for issuing a 
protection order.  

 

GEORGIA 

HB 1409 would add animal service 

workers, animal control officers, humane 
society employees, animal cruelty investi-
gators, and animal shelter personnel to 
the list of professions mandated to report 
suspected child abuse to the Division of 
Family and Children Services.  

SB 102 died when the  General 
Assembly adjourned.  It would have 

extended existing prohibitions against 
dogfighting to include cockfighting, includ-
ing: owning, training, transporting, selling, 
charging admission, permitting a minor to 
attend, or wagering on any cock for the 
purpose of fighting. 

 

 

 

 

 

HAWAI’I 

HB 698 would increase criminal penal-

ties for various forms of animal cruelty 

because “The legislature finds that 
animal cruelty offenders are a threat 
to the health and safety of all mem-
bers of our communities, especially 
vulnerable populations.  Recent re-
search has shown that animal cruelty 
is a predictive and co-occurring crime 
with violence against humans, includ-
ing children, intimate partners, and 
the elderly.” 

ILLINOIS 

HB 72 would amend the Code of Crimi-

nal Procedure to provide that a person 
with three or more pending charges for 
domestic battery, battery, violation of a 
protection order, criminal damage to 
household property, or felony animal 
cruelty that poses a real and present 
threat to the safety of any person or the 
community, may be classified as a habitual 
misdemeanant offender. 

HB 1903 would create the Human 

Trafficking Order of Protection Act that 
would include allowing courts to order 
respondents to stay away from, taking, 
harming, or disposing of any animal 
harmed by the petitioner. 

HB 1904 would require, rather than 

permit, courts to award petitioners costs 
and attorney’s fees if a civil no-contact 
order is granted. These orders include 
requiring the respondent to stay away 
from and not harm any animals. 

HB 3028 would expand the definition of 

prohibited dissemination of bestiality and 
other obscene sexual materials to include 
computer-generated images. 

HB 3367 and HB 4475 would allow 

courts to appoint attorneys or law stu-
dents to serve as special advocates in the 
interests of justice in any  criminal case 
involving a dog or cat. 

HB 4540, the “Companion Animal Cus-

tody Equity Act,” would consider the well-
being of a dog or cat during a possession 
dispute regardless of the marital status of 
the parties. 

SB 1716 would expand the definition of 

prohibited dissemination of bestiality and 
other obscene sexual materials to include 
the use of “end-to-end encryption mes-
saging systems or devices,” such as en-
crypted messaging and email services. 
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SB 2091 would make it a felony to in-

jure or kill a service animal. 

SB 2103 would expand protections 

granted to petitioners’ pets under Stalk-
ing No Contact Orders to Harassment No 
Contact Orders. 

 

INDIANA 

HB 1165 increases the 

penalty for animal cruelty from a Class A 
misdemeanor to a Level 6 felony if the 
offense is committed in the immediate 
presence of a minor. It also updates its 
unique “domestic violence animal cruel-
ty” statute to now include abusing, aban-
doning or neglecting an animal , as well as 
killing it, as a method of coercive control. 
It is a Class 6 felony. 

 

IOWA 

HF 227 and HF 869 would grant veteri-

narians immunity from administrative, 
criminal or civil liability for making good-
faith reports of alleged animal miscon-
duct. Veterinarians who knowingly make 
false reports would be subject to discipli-
nary action and civil liability and would be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

HF 670 would give juvenile courts juris-

diction in proceedings concerning a child 
under 17 years of age if the alleged 
offense is animal torture. 

SF 2159  would include bestiality among  

prohibited Internet materials considered 
harmful to minors 

 

KANSAS 

HB 2707 died when the Legisla-
ture adjourned. It would have modi-

fied the definition of abuse in the Protec-
tion From Abuse Act to include acts or 
threats relating to pets, and allow courts 
to include pets in protection orders. Such 
orders could grant the plaintiff with  cus-
tody and control of the pets and restrain 
the defendant from harming or coming 
into contact with  the pets. 

 

KENTUCKY 

HB 125 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have created new 

crimes of possession of a firearm by con-
victed domestic violence abusers and 
subjects of domestic violence protection 
orders. 

HB 246  (“Kyan’s Law”) died when 
the Legislature adjourned. It would 

have required animal control officers to 
receive training on recognizing child 
abuse, with immunity for acting in good 
faith. Local government units would have 
been able to opt out of the training. 

HB 418 was attached as 

an amendment to SB 122 and signed 
into law. It requires courts determining 

child custody to consider whether there 
are allegations of domestic violence and 
abuse against either party; it would be a 
presumption that joint custody and equal-
ly shared parenting time would not be in 
the best interests of the child if one party 
has committed two or more acts of do-
mestic violence and abuse. Kentucky’s 
definition of domestic violence and abuse 
in KRS 403.720 includes acts against ani-
mals intended as coercion, control, pun-
ishment, intimidation, or revenge against 
a household member. 

HB 637 died when the Legislature 
adjourned.  It would have required 

veterinarians to report if an animal for 
which they have a veterinarian-client-
patient relationship has been abused.’’ 
Existing law only permits veterinarians to  
file such reports. 

 

LOUISIANA 

HB 126 would allow victims of sexual 

abuse to be accompanied by a facility dog. 
The dog would need to be obscured from 
the jury at all times. 

MAINE 

LD 962 died in committee. It would 

have created a new crime of Aggravated 
Operating Under the Influence for causing 
the death of a pet. 

 

MARYLAND 

HB 282 and SB 182 would add 

“psychological harm” to the definition of 
abuse of a vulnerable adult, “the observa-
ble, identifiable and substantial impair-
ment of a vulnerable adult’s ability to 
function due to severe emotional distress 
caused by an intentional act or series of 
acts.” It is not clear whether threats to, or 
harm of, a vulnerable adult’s animal could 
be specifically categorized as psychologi-
cal harm.  

 

MASSACHUSETTS 

H.1817 and S.1206 would allow courts 

handling divorce settlements to consider, 
in assigning ownership, care and custody 
of a pet, “the best interests of the animal, 
including the animal’s health, safety, com-
fort and well being and whether any party 
or family member residing with any party 
has a history of abuse, cruelty or neglect 
to animals or humans.” 

H.1832 would update Sec. 21 of Chapter 

119 to add humane officers to the list of 
professions mandated to report child sex-
ual abuse. Currently, animal control offic-
ers are mandated to report, but not hu-
mane officers. 

S.1234 would make any parent who 

allows their child to subject an animal to 
cruelty or abuse without taking steps to 
prevent, discourage or correct the action: 
liable for a fine of up to $500; and re-
quired to undergo psychiatric evaluation. 
The child would be required to participate 
in psychiatric rehabilitation under a psy-
chologist who specializes in bullying. The 
family could be prohibited from having 
any unsupervised contact with animals 
and all current animals would be relocat-
ed to foster care. 

MICHIGAN 

HB 4300 would create a Courtroom 

Animal Advocate Program allowing judges 
to appoint a volunteer pro bono attorney 
or law student to represent the interest of 
the animal or of justice in prosecutions 
involving welfare or custody of animals. 
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HB 4542 would make an individual re-

sponsible for the death or injury of a ser-
vice animal  liable for economic damages. 

HB 4648 would add sentencing en-

hancement points for causing the death of 
a companion animal during the commis-
sion of another crime. 

HB 4993 would require landlords to 

release tenants from their rental agree-
ment obligation upon presenting evidence 
of a reasonable apprehension of present 
danger to the tenant or the tenant's child 
from domestic violence, sexual assault or 
stalking. Acceptable documentation could 
include a protection order; Michigan has 
allowed pets to be included in protection 
orders since 2016.  

SB 111 (Sub. S-1) would allow elders 

and disabled and vulnerable adults to 
petition for a personal protection order 
that would include restraining an individu-
al from harming, killing, torturing, ne-
glecting, or removing an animal. 

MINNESOTA 

HF 1816 and SF 1163 would create a 

statewide Link-based Office of Animal 
Protection in the Department Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension to be more effec-
tive in enforcing animal cruelty laws that 
protect animals and people.   

HF 3696 and SF 3847 would expand 

the definition of a “crime of violence” to 
include conviction for felony animal cruel-
ty. 

HF 3946 and SF 4301 would amend 

the definition of domestic abuse to in-
clude “manifesting a purpose or intent to 
injure any pet or companion animal 
owned, possessed or kept by the family or 
household member.” 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

HB 730 died in committee. It would 

have removed the phrase “mankind” from 
the archaic definition of “the detestable 
and abominable crime against nature 
committed with mankind or with a beast”.  

MISSOURI 

HB 1839, HB 2921, and HB 3025 
would impose civil penalties on commer-
cial entities that allow minors to harmful 
sexual material, including bestiality. 

HB 2292 and SB 899 would require 

animal control officers and animal hu-
mane investigators to report suspected 
elder abuse and child abuse. Child and 
adult protective services workers, psy-
chologists, mental health professionals, 
social workers, school counselors, educa-
tors, and law enforcement, probation and 
parole officers would be required to re-
port suspected animal abuse to a Missouri 
Animal Control Association hotline. All 
reporters would be exempt from civil and 
criminal liability for good-faith reporting. 
Reporters would have to complete one 
hour of training on The Link between ani-
mal and human abuse and how to identify 
and report suspected abuse. 

HB 3048 and SB 1497 would allow 

courts issuing protection orders, which 
already allow awarding care and custody 
of pets, to impose a ban on the respond-
ent from possessing or acquiring firearms. 

 

NEBRASKA 

LB 172 died when the Legislature 
adjourned.  It would have expanded 

the definition of child pornography, which 
includes exposing children to online acts 
of bestiality, to include computer– or AI-
generated visual imagery. 

LB 753 allows courts 

hearing requests for domestic violence 
protection orders, which include protec-
tions for and possession of pets, to allow 
existence of military protection orders 
issued against members of the armed 
forces to be offered as evidence of the 
respondent’s past conduct and the need 
for a protection order. 

LB 876, the Immediate Protection 
from Abuse Act, died then the 
Legislature adjourned. It would have 

allowed law enforcement officers to issue 
an Immediate Protective Order against a 
restrained person whom the officer has 
reasonable grounds to believe poses a 
threat of harm against the victim or family 
or household member. The order would 
have required the restrained person to 
relinquish sole possession of pets to the 
victim or household/family member and 
to be prohibited from coming into contact 
with, harming or killing the animals. 

LB 1000 was indefinitely post-
poned. It would have increased penal-

ties for repeated violations of domestic 
violence protection orders, which include 
protections for and possession of pets. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HB 1438 would require mental health 

caseworkers to report instances of animal 
abuse by their clients, to law enforcement 
or the NH SPCA. Reporters would not face 
monetary liability or cause of action for 
reports made in good faith. 

HB 1522 would expand the definition of 

domestic violence abuse (which already 
includes acts of animal cruelty) to add 
“coercive control” which would include 
acts intended to threaten, intimidate, 
harass, isolate, coerce, control, or compel 
compliance of a petitioner to reasonably 
fear for their physical safety, consisting of 
harming, or threating or attempting to 
harm, a petitioner’s child, relative, or ani-
mal.  

 

NEW JERSEY 

A 369 and S 1916 would establish a 

$1,000,000 Domestic Violence Shelter Pet 

Grant Program to provide funds to 
house pets in shelters with their own-
ers. Qualifying shelters could apply for 
up to $50,000 in grants. 
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A 814 would expand the definitions of 

domestic violence, child abuse, elder 
abuse, and abuse of persons with a disa-
bility to include acts of animal cruelty 

against their animals. Veterinarians, veter-

inary technicians, domestic violence inves-
tigators, employees of the Department of 
Children & Families, employees of the 
Department of Human Services, Division 
of Aging, police officers, and caregivers at 
residential health care facilities would be 
required to report suspected animal cruel-
ty to law enforcement with civil and crimi-
nal immunity for reporting in good faith.  

A 1951 and S 405 would create a two-

year pilot program to allow courts to ap-
point a pro bono attorney or law student 
special advocate to represent the best 
interests of, and justice for, animals in 
cruelty cases.  

A 3809 and S 1150 would expand the 

definition of domestic violence to include 
psychological abuse. While threats against 
a person’s animals are not specifically 
included in the definition of domestic 
violence, courts are allowed to consider 
such acts as coercive control in determin-
ing whether to issue a protective order. 

S 2974 would require the Attorney 
General and the Administrative Direc-
tor of the Courts to add training about 
recognizing the indicators of coercive 
control to domestic violence training 
requirements for law enforcement 
officers, judges and court personnel. 
Under New Jersey law, threatening to 
harm or kill an individual’s pet is de-
fined as an indicator of coercive con-
trol by an abuser. 

NEW MEXICO 

SB 80 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have added harm 

or threatened harm to an animal within 
the definition of “abuse” under the Family 
Violence Protection Act, and allow courts 
to issue protection orders granting one 
party exclusive or shared possession and 
control of any animals and prohibiting one 
party from harming or taking the animals. 

 

NEW YORK 

A 599 would add acts of animal fighting, 

aggravated cruelty to animals, poisoning 
animals, injuring certain domestic animals, 
or harming a service animal to the defini-
tion of “serious offense” making it a crime 
to possess a firearm. 

A 640 and S 2296 would allow civil and 

criminal courts to order that a separate 
advocate be appointed to represent the 
animal’s interests and help ensure the 
well-being of any living animal victims. 

A 664, S 1044, S 1562, and S 1563, 
“Buster’s Law,” would prohibit per-

sons convicted of animal cruelty from 
possessing a companion animal until they 
have undergone psychiatric or psychologi-
cal counseling establishing their mental 
capacity and ability to humanely case for 
the animal.  

A 690 and S 3491 would increase pris-

on terms for acts of animal cruelty when 
committed in the presence of a child. 

A 730 and S 1205 would increase pen-

alties for animal fighting and aggravated 
animal cruelty and requires defendants 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty to 
undergo a psychiatric evaluation. 

A 740 would allow courts to take into 

consideration the well-being of a compan-
ion animal when determining custody of 
the animal during divorce and legal sepa-
ration proceedings. 

A 850 would create new crimes of 

“cruelty to animals to threaten, intimidate 
or harass” for intentionally injuring or 
killing, with no justifiable purpose, a com-
panion animal for the purpose of threat-
ening, intimidating or harassing a family or 
household member. Felony penalties 
would be enhanced if the act occurred in 
the presence of a child. 

A 897 would criminalize knowingly caus-

ing a minor to attend an animal fight. 

A 1391 and S 5544 would require per-

sons charged with enforcing laws prohib-
iting cruelty to animals to file a report 
when, in the performance of their duties, 
they have reasonable cause to believe 
that abuse or maltreatment of a child has 
also occurred. The bill would further pro-
vide that persons charged with the re-
sponsibility of filing a report of child abuse 
or maltreatment would also have to file a 
report of suspected animal cruelty.  

A 1432, A 1885 and S 5895 would 

relocate anti-cruelty statutes into the Pe-
nal Code from the Agriculture & Markets 
Law, where placement suggests that cruel-
ty is not a "real" crime since it is not in the 
penal law and diminishes the seriousness 
of such crimes. The memo describing the 
bill cites academic studies that “have 
found a clear link between animal cruelty 
during youth and violence against humans 
as an adult” and numerous documented 
studies that show that “there is a direct 
Link between acts of cruelty to animals 
and violence toward others, including 
child abuse, spousal abuse, elder abuse 
and other violent behavior.” 
 

A 1530 would establish “care and treat-

ment of service animals, therapy dogs and 
companion animals in residential pro-
grams for victims of domestic violence.” 
These would include allowing residents’ 
service animals and therapy dogs full ac-
cess to the shelters as long as they do not 
create an undue burden. 

A 1630 would amend provisions for the 

crimes of “sexual conduct with an animal,” 
a misdemeanor, and “sexual conduct with 
an animal resulting in injury or death,” a 
felony. Convicted offenders would be 
forced to relinquish all of their current 
animals and be permanently barred from 

keeping any animals, or residing, volun-
teering or working with animals. 

A 1689 cites the prosecution of animal 

cruelty as a way to protect public safety to 
require all New York State counties to 
have an assistant district attorney to over-
see animal crimes, as several counties in 
the state have already done. 

A 1693 and S 673 would establish the 

Housing People and Animals Together 
grant program to expand access for co-
sheltering victims of domestic violence 
and people experiencing homelessness 
with companion animals. 
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A 1816, S 3158 and S 4633 would 

include animal fighting as a criminal act  
within the category of enterprise corrup-
tion crimes. 

A 1945 would enable veterinarians to 

earn continuing education credits for 
providing free veterinary care for individu-
als residing in domestic violence shelters. 

A 2387 and S 6812 would establish a 

24-hour toll-free animal abuse reporting 
hotline. 

A 3158 would require courts to require a 

mental health evaluation for offenders 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty or 
animal fighting. 

A 3206 and S 1159 would create a new 

category of “domestic violence crimes” to 
include interfering, harassing, intimi-
dating, or harming a family or household 
member’s service animal. 

A 3528 would make the commission of 

an act of  aggravated cruelty to animals in 
the presence of a child a Class D felony. 

A 4753 and S 1753, “Bella’s Law,” 

would require an investigation into possi-
ble domestic violence or abuse for per-
sons who have been accused of animal 
abuse. 

A 4899 and S 2280 would require law 

enforcement officers to conduct a lethality 
assessment as part of the standardized 
domestic incident report form. One ques-
tion to be asked on the assessment form 
would be “Did they ever threaten to kill 
you, your children, or your pets?” 

A 5815 and S 4613 would expand pro-

visions of the Family Court Act, the Crimi-
nal Procedure Law, and the Domestic 
Relations Law, which currently allow 
courts to order respondents to refrain 
from harming the companion animals of 
the petitioner or a minor child, to also 
grant petitioners exclusive care, control or 
custody of any animal. 

A 6194 and S 5998, “Kyra’s Law,” 
would require courts determining child 
custody and visitation rights to consider 
credible evidence that includes any party’s 
history of domestic violence, child abuse, 
and threats to harm or kill companion 
animals. 

A 6397 and S 7350 would expand the 

definition of aggravated animal cruelty to 
include causing serious physical injuries or 
the use of a weapon. 

A 7831, S 6986 and S 7010 would 

make it a crime to assault a child protec-
tive services worker by releasing or failing 
to control an animal with the intent to 
obstruct the completion of their duties. 

A 10826 and S 8030 would require 

certain animal cruelty offenders to under-
go a presentencing forensic psycho-
logical evaluation and, based on such 
evaluation, to attend counseling, hu-
mane education, a rehabilitation pro-
gram, or other such treatment. 

A 10857 and S 8035 would expand 
protection orders which allow courts 
to enjoin an individual from harming 
an animal to also allow courts to grant 
the petitioner exclusive care, custody 
or control of the animal. 

S 470 , “Kirby and Quigley’s Law,” 
expands aggravated animal cruelty to 
include harm to a companion animal dur-
ing the commission of a felony. 

S 1411 would require individuals convict-

ed of animal cruelty to undergo a psychi-
atric analysis and evaluation. 

S 6880 would authorize  a lengthier pris-

on sentence for committing aggravated 
animal cruelty during an incident of do-
mestic violence. 

A 8375 and S 7612 would establish a 

co-shelter toolkit of best practices, re-
sources, and case studies to inform and 
encourage implementing and sustaining 
co-sheltering models for victims of domes-
tic violence and persons experiencing 
homelessness with companion animals. 

S 8927 would direct courts consider-
ing the awarding of possession of a 
companion animal in a divorce settle-
ment to include: whether the animal 
was acquired before or during the 
marriage; which party generally pro-
vides the animal with veterinary care, 
social interaction and compliance with 
regulations; and which party has the 
greater ability to financially support 
the animal. 

S 9427 would define threats or harm 
to animals as coercive control. 

OHIO 

HB 417 would require 2 hours of peace 

officers’ required 24-hour annual continu-
ing education to be dedicated to educa-
tion about laws governing animal welfare 
and cruelty. 

SB 265 would add a history of conviction 

for animal cruelty offenses to the other 
violations that would disqualify individuals 
from being allowed to foster or adopt a 
child. 
 

SB 393 would make it illegal to create, 

record, photograph, film, develop, repro-
duce, or publish any obscene material that 
depicts another person engaging in sexual 
conduct with an animal. Bona fide uses 
would be exempted. 
 

OKLAHOMA 
HB 2058 would expand provisions to 

include pets in domestic violence protec-
tion orders, to also include any adult vic-
tim of a crime with a need to prevent fur-
ther victimization. 
 

SB 1728 would add a new category of 

“coercive control”, which would include 
committing or threatening to commit cru-
elty to an animal that intimidates a house-
hold member, to the Protection From Do-
mestic Abuse Act.  
 

SB 1982 would add a new crime of 

“unlawful pornography” which would 
include images of sexual activity with an 
animal. 
 
 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HB 97 would recognize that “companion 

animals are living beings that are generally 
regarded as cherished family members 
that offer their owners companionship, 
security and assistance,” and as a “special 
category of personal property” need to be 
granted special consideration in the divi-
sion of property during marriage dissolu-
tion. Parties could enter into an enforcea-
ble agreement regarding the care and/or 
possession of companion animals, and the 
court shall consider all relevant factors. 
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HB 1611 would amend the Older Adults 

Protective Services Act to prohibit adult 
care homes, assisted living, home health 
care agencies, long-term nursing care, 
older adult daily living centers, and hospi-
tals from employing someone within 20 
years of having been convicted of sexual 
abuse of animals or children. 

HB 1859  would allow courts to issue 

Extreme Risk Protection Orders, prohib-
iting persons with histories of domestic 
abuse or cruelty to animals from pos-
sessing firearms due to a substantial risk 
of suicide or causing the death of or seri-
ous bodily injury to another person. 

HB 1932 would expand Pennsylvania’s 

bestiality law to prohibit any form of sexu-
al contact with an animal as well as organ-
izing, promoting, aiding or participating in 
any such acts; committing such acts in the 
presence of a minor; and elevating the 
crime from a misdemeanor to a felony. 

HB 1933 would require veterinarians, 
technicians and assistants, humane 
societies, and animal control agencies 
to report suspected aggravated  ani-
mal cruelty to law enforcement, with 
immunity from civil and criminal liabil-
ity and state licensing action. 

HB 2018 would allow Domestic Violence 

Fatality Review Board investigators to 
access and review records of reports to 
local animal control agencies. 

SB 823 would allow state grants to law 

enforcement agencies to be used  to in-
vestigate and enforce animal fighting. 

SB 906 would have the Department of 

Labor and Industry establish a Family and 
Medical Leave Fund allowing  employees 
to take paid leave for a qualifying act of 
violence. These would include “abuse of a 
vulnerable adult”, which would include an 
act of violence against that person’s ser-
vice or emotional support animal. 

 

RHODE ISLAND 

H 7133-A and S 3217 would extend 

provisions for including household pets in 
protection orders to also allow courts to 
award plaintiffs custody of the animals 
and grant a restraining order or other 
injunctive relief if necessary. 

H 7194 and S 2723 would add crimes 
against companion animals to the 
definition of domestic violence under 
the Domestic Violence Prevention Act.  

Purple = Domestic Violence               

Dark Blue = Child Abuse                      

Grey = Elder/Disabled Abuse               

Pink = Animal Sexual Abuse             

Green = Cross-Reporting                 

Orange = Court Animal Advocates 

Red = Animal Hoarding                       

Brown = Assessments/Interventions         

Light Blue = Link & Other Crimes 

S 2489 would include “coercive con-
trol,” including committing or threat-
ening to commit cruelty to animals 
that intimidates another, within the 
definition of “domestic abuse”. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

H4123 and S 919, the Protection of 
Minors from Pornography and 
Obscenities Act, would close a loop-

hole and make it illegal to expose children 
to sexual activity, which includes bestiali-
ty, that  is present in only part of materi-
als. Currently, such acts must comprise 
the totality of the materials. 

H 5505 would create a new crime of 

“sexual abuse of an animal”. South Caroli-
na already has an archaic statute criminal-
izing “buggery with mankind or with 
beast”. 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

SB 81 clarifies the defini-

tion of the crime of harming a service 
animal belonging to a person with a disa-
bility to remove the requirement that the 
animal be in its harness at the time of the 
injury. It was signed into law on March 9. 

TENNESSEE 

HB 1444 and SB 1475  would add 

aggravated animal cruelty to animals as an 
offense for which a juvenile may be classi-
fied as a serious youthful offender. 

 

UTAH 

HB 23 would have increased the 
penalty for injuring, harassing or 
endangering a service animal 
from a misdemeanor to a felony, 
but that provision was deleted in an 
amended version that was signed into 
law.  

HB 341 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have made it a  

Class B misdemeanor to cause or allow a 
minor to attend a dogfight or a cock fight. 

SB 72 creates a new defi-

nition and standalone criminal offense of 
“obscene animal abuse material”; sepa-
rates animal sexual abuse from the cur-
rent definition of pornography; adds ani-
mal crushing to the offense of distributing 
obscene animal abuse material;  and en-
sures that obscene animal abuse material 
is treated throughout the code as porno-
graphic materials. 

SB 102 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have added animal 

control officers to the list of professionals 
designated as first responders. 

SB 115 died in committee. It would 

have required animal control officers to 
report suspected child maltreatment to 
the Division of Child and Family Services if: 
there is a child in the home with the al-
leged abused or neglected animal; a child 
safety concern is observed during the 
animal abuse investigation; or if the of-
ficer takes “serious enforcement action” 
in a home with a child. All animal cruelty 
convictions would be reported quarterly 
to DCFS to determine if the conviction 
warrants a child abuse investigation. DCFS 
caseworkers investigating alleged child 
abuse or neglect would have been permit-
ted to report a concern of animal abuse or 
neglect to local animal control or law en-
forcement authorities. Veterinarians, who 
are already permitted to report suspected 
animal abuse, would have been protected 
from an employer’s prohibiting such re-
ports or penalizing the veterinarian mak-
ing the report. 

  

VERMONT 

H.492 would introduce “coercive con-

trol” into the animal cruelty context. Indi-
viduals who commit or threaten animal  
cruelty in order to influence a victim of 
domestic abuse would face additional 
penalties. 

H.578 would add engaging in sexual 

conduct with an animal in the presence of 
a minor or in which a minor is a partici-
pant to the crime of aggravated animal 
cruelty. 
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H.841 would prohibit individuals from 

owning more than 35 non-neutered dogs. 

H.875 would expand the prohibition 

against promoting and possessing sexual 
content involving children, including besti-
ality, to include computer-generated im-
ages. 

 

VIRGINIA 

HB 208 died when the General 
Assembly adjourned. It would have 

added a new procedure for issuing “anti-
harassment” orders to existing provisions 
that already include granting possession 
of pets in protective orders. The anti-
harassment order would have protected 
the petitioner, family and household 
members and include granting the peti-
tioner possession of any companion ani-
mal. 

HB 266 died when the General 
Assembly adjourned. It would have 

created a new centralized system for re-
porting suspected child abuse and neglect, 
whereby reports would go to the state 
Department of Social Services rather than 
local departments. Virginia animal control 
officers are mandated reporters of child 
abuse and neglect with immunity from 
civil and criminal liability for reporting in 
good faith. 

HB 901 was signed 
into law on April 13.  It will allow 

courts to issue an emergency substantial 
risk order against individuals believed to 
pose a substantial risk of personal injury 
to himself or others. The order could in-
clude a ban on possessing firearms. Evi-
dence courts could consider in issuing the 
order could include “any recent act of 
violence, force or threat by the subject of 
the petition toward an animal.”  It be-
comes effective July 1. 

SB 495 was signed 
into law on April 13. It allows courts 

to include recent acts of violence, force or 
threat toward an animal as cause for issu-
ing an Emergency Substantial Risk order 
prohibiting a respondent under a protec-
tive order from possessing firearms for 
the duration of the order. It takes effect 
July 1 

WASHINGTON 

SB 6306, “providing equal protec-
tions for children and pets”, died 
when the Legislature adjourned. It 
would have required animal control officers 
to notify law enforcement when  they have 
probable cause to believe that a child is 
also present in a home and that circum-
stances affecting the animal may also affect 
the child. Children taken into custody as a 
result of these reports could not be re-
turned home until a court has determined 
that the home is safe for both the child and 
the animal and a joint safety plan for both 
has been developed. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

HB 4130 and HB 5207 died when 
the Legislature adjourned. The bills 

would have established a new crime of 
hoarding of animals. Offenders would have 
faced misdemeanor fines of up to $500 and 
risk having their animals turned over to an 
animal shelter for proper care and reloca-
tion. 

HB 4412 was signed 
into law on April 1.  It establishes  

liability for publishers and distributors of 
sexual material harmful to minors,             
including “patently and sexually offensive” 
materials including bestiality. 

HB 4725 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have added a new 

section to West Virginia Code 61-9-19 
(Crimes Against Chastity, Morality and De-
cency) to make the commission of a sexual 
act with an animal a felony, punishable by a 
fine of $1,000 to $5,000. 

HB 5322 and HB 5335 died when 
the Legislature adjourned. The bills 

would have made sexual abuse of an ani-
mal and related activities a misdemeanor; 
offenders with prior sexual abuse convic-
tions, or who cause serious bodily injury or 
death to the animal, or who engage a mi-
nor would have been guilty of a felony. 

HB 5419 died when the Legisla-
ture adjourned. It would have defined 

working law enforcement and Search & 
Rescue K-9s as law enforcement officers; 
assault or battery of an on-duty animal 
would be treated similar to a crime 
against a human law enforcement officer. 

SB 192 and SB 688 died when the 
Legislature adjourned. It would have 

created a new misdemeanor crime of 
Assault Upon a Service Animal and sub-
ject the offender to making financial resti-
tution for costs. 

SB 714 died when the Legislature 
adjourned.  It would have allowed the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine to punish or 
suspend the license of veterinarians and 
technicians to practice upon conviction 
for acts of cruelty, abuse or sexual abuse 
to an animal or human. 

 

WYOMING 

HB 72 died in committee. It would 

have created a new crime of promoting 
obscenity to a minor that would have 
included depictions of sex between a 
human and an animal. 

 

CANADA 

Bill C-16, the Protecting Victims 
Act, would  amend the Criminal Code 
to create a new offence that prohibits 
engaging in a pattern of coercive or 
controlling conduct toward an inti-
mate partner, and also criminalize the 
distribution of visual representations 
of bestiality. 

Bill C-225 would extend the Uttering 

Threats offense of the Criminal Code from 
five to 10 years for intimate partner vio-
lence offenders who threaten to kill, in-
jure or poison an animal or bird that is the 

property of that person. The new bill 
would recognize that animals are also 
at risk of harm in relationships where 
there is intimate partner violence.   
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The Link                                    
Training            
Calendar 

More and more organiza-

tions are recognizing the 

value of training their 

staffs, multi-disciplinary 

groups, and the general 

public that preventing and 

responding to animal 

abuse can prevent other 

forms of family and com-

munity violence. 

 

Here are some of the many 

training opportunities  

coming up — both in-

person and virtual — in 

coming months. Click on 

the underlined hyperlinks 

for specific details and reg-

istration information. 

 

If you’re conducting a Link 

training, please let us know 

at least a month in advance 

so we can include it in the 

Calendar. And if you’re 

looking for a speaker, 

please contact us so we can 

refer someone to you from 

our Speakers’ Bureau. 
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

May 12-13 — Loretto, Penna. (online): The connections between human and animal trau-
mas in Israel, Gaza and Arab countries will be the focus of the “Shared Spaces: Reciprocity, 
Vulnerability and Healing in Human-Animal  Relationships” conference organized by St. Fran-
cis University.  

May 12-15 — Banff, Alta., Canada: The International Veterinary Forensic Sciences Associa-
tion will hold its 19th Annual Conference. 

May 14 — East Windsor, Conn. (online): Phil Arkow will present “The Link between Animals 
Abuse and Human Violence: Creating Safer Communities by Protecting Animals AND People” 
in a webinar for Connecticut for Animals. 

May 18-19,— Washington, D.C.: The National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges will 
conduct the 3rd Judicial Institute on the Human Animal Bond and the Link between Animal 
Cruelty and Interpersonal Violence: Issues in Family Law Cases at the George Washington 
University Law School.  

May 19 — Columbus, Ohio: Vicki Deisner, Aviva Vincent and Alana Van Gundy will present 
on The Link at the Ohio Attorney General’s Two Days in May Conference on Victim Assis-
tance. 

May 18-21 — Dallas, Texas: Claire Coughlin and Nancy Blaney will present “Getting Every-
one to Safety: Animal Abuse & Interpersonal Violence”, and Allie Phillips will present "The 
Link between Animal  Abuse & Family Violence: Investigation & Prosecution Strategies to 
Keep Families Safe"  at the 2026 Conference on Crimes Against Women. 

May 20 — Minneapolis, Minn.: Don't Forget the Pets will hold a training workshop on how 
to create and sustain pet housing programs for survivors of domestic violence and people 
experiencing homelessness.  

May 21 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets and the California Civil Rights Department will pre-
sent Fair Housing and Assistance Animals, discussing the laws that protect individuals living 
with disabilities and their assistance animals. 

May 28 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Bill Loucks will present a webinar on “The Inter-
sectionality of Drugs, Dog Fighting, and Human Trafficking” for the Justice Clearinghouse.  

May 31 — Bloomington, Ill: Adam Stern will present three sessions  on veterinary forensics 
at the Prairie States Animal Welfare Conference. 

June 10 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets and Minnesota’s Alexandra House will present 
Fundraising and Storytelling for Pet-Safe Shelters, to explore how data, donor strategy, part-
nerships, and compelling storytelling can combine to turn an idea into meaningful impact.  

June 10 — (online): Jennifer Woolf will present “Veterinary Forensics 3 — Another 
‘Postmortem’ on Animal Cruelty Cases 2026” in a webinar for CalAnimals.  

June 17— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly 
meeting.  

June 27 — Tokyo, Japan (online): Sakiko Yamazaki and FRANCESCA Care Partner will conduct 
a webinar, “Applying the LINK to Practice to Protect both Humans and Animals: Cross-
Reporting and Safe Haven Programs ,” for the Animal Literacy Research Institute. 

July 10 — Anaheim, Calif.: Jennifer Woolf will present “Animal Cruelty, Maltreatment and 
Neglect” , and Rachel Touroo will present “Understanding Companion Animal Neglect: In-
sights from ASPCA Programs in New York City” at the AVMA Convention. 

July 21 — Nashville, Tenn.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting Woman’s                                                                                                            
Best Friend: Assessing the Impact of ‘Pet Protection Orders’” at the National                                                                                                       
Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges’ 89th Annual Conference. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSXEd_ubXuDM1_riAZD0aqUfQl6IU9tfnB8WubdxlexU2oZQ/viewform?pli=1
https://www.ivfsa.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=167153&module_id=661511
https://www.ctforanimals.org/events
https://www.ncjfcj.org/event/judicial-institute-on-the-human-animal-bond-and-the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-interpersonal-violence-issues-in-family-law-cases/
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Individuals-and-Families/Victims/Two-Days-in-May
https://conferencecaw.org/registration-2026/
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/minneapolis
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/spbG9B4dRTWQdNTvZZjD8w#/registration
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-intersectionality-of-drugs-dog-fighting-and-human-trafficking/
https://cdn.wildapricot.com/71628/resources/PSC/2026%20PSC%20Full%20Brochure.pdf?version=1771714891000&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOiBbeyJSZXNvdXJjZSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndpbGRhcHJpY290LmNvbS83MTYyOC9yZXNvdXJjZXMvUFNDLzIwMjYlMjBQU0MlMjBGdWxsJTIwQnJvY2h1cmUucGRmP3
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5kleAyFSZmd-r-_PF-Pjw#/registration
https://calanimals.site-ym.com/event/forensics3
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f166
https://s1.goeshow.com/avma/annual/2026/AVMA2026.cfm
https://www.ncjfcj.org/event/89th-annual-conference/
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

July 28 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works from RedRover                                                                                                                
will present “Integrating Pets into Survivor-Centered Care” in a webinar for                                                                                                               
the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Aug. 19 — Lakewood, Colo.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting ‘Women’s                                                                                                                            
Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-Inclusive Protection Orders”                                                                                                                            
at the Colorado Animal Welfare Conference. 

Aug. 19— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its                                                                                                                      
regular bi-monthly meeting. 

Sept. 1 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Phil Arkow will present                                                                                                                      
“Closing the ‘PAWS Gap’ in Victim Advocacy through Pet-Inclusive Services”                                                                                                                    
in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Sept. 17 — Canton, Ga.: Dan Ettinger will present “Foundations of Animal Hoarding, Cruelty, and Neglect” at the Southeastern 
Animal Control Association Conference. 

Oct. 1 — Allegan, Mich..: Allie Phillips will present on "“When Animal Abuse Links to Family Violence: Strategies for Safety” " for 
the Allegan County Coordinating Council on Domestic Violence.  

Oct. 6 — Red Lodge, Mont. (online): Phil Arkow will highlight Link issues in rural areas in a webinar for Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence Services. 

Oct. 14-16— Toronto, Ont., Canada: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting ‘Woman’s Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-
Inclusive Protection Orders at the International Association of Veterinary Social Work’s 9th Summit.  

Oct. 21— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly meeting. 

Oct. 21-23 — Richmond, B.C., Canada: Courtney Dowdall will present the results of a pilot study on using canine behavioral con-
sultants to help domestic violence survivors’ traumatized dogs settle into transitional housing at the British Columbia Society of 
Transition Houses’ Annual Training Forum. 

Oct. 22 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Michelle Welch will present  “The Investigation and Prosecution of Hoarding Cases” in 
a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Nov. 3 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works of RedRover will present  “Safety Planning with Pets” in a webinar for 
the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Nov. 6 — Raleigh, N. Car.: Phil Arkow will present “Another One Health Role for Veterinarians: Responding to Animal Cruelty and 
Other Family Violence” at the North Carolina Veterinary Conference. 

Nov. 25 — London, U.K.: Phil Arkow will speak at The Links Group UK’s  25th Anniversary celebration inaugurating 16 Days of Ac-
tivism 2026. 

Dec. 16 — Pennsylvania (online): The 
Keystone Link Coalition will hold its reg-
ular bi-monthly meeting. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/integrating-pets-into-survivor-centered-care/
https://awac.net/conference/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/events/
https://www.saca-conference.org/conference2025
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
https://dsvsmontana.org/
https://dsvsmontana.org/
https://www.iavsw.org/summit
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://bcsth.ca/annual-training-forum/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-investigation-and-prosecution-of-hoarding-cases/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/safety-planning-with-pets/
https://www.ncveterinaryconference.com/
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/events/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/contact-us-2
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THE LINK… in the NEWS (as if we need more proof…) 

NYC Man Charged with Stretching         

Ex-Girlfriend’s Cat to Death 

 A fter Jalen Gonzalez, 23, of the 
Queens borough of New York 
City, allegedly got drunk and 

refused to leave his ex-girlfriend’s 
apartment, and the woman left to call 
a relative for help, Gonzalez reported-
ly stretched the woman’s cat to death 
in a case authorities called one of the 
“most gratuitously violent” pet             D.A. Melinda Katz 

deaths they had encountered. The cat experienced 24 
fractured ribs among other injuries. The Queens Dis-
trict Attorney Melinda Katz announced that her office 
has charged him with aggravated animal cruelty, crimi-
nal mischief, attempted assault, and harassment, for 
which he faces up to two years in jail. The case is being 
prosecuted by by the office’s Domestic Violence Bu-
reau with assistance from the Animal Cruelty Prosecu-
tions Unit. 

H illsborough County, Fla.       
Sheriff’s deputies investi-
gating a man engaged in       

suspicious activity with a 15-year-old 
girl in a park made a shocking discovery 
when a forensic search of his devices 
allegedly found over 900 files of child 
and animal sexual abuse. WPEC-TV reported that de-
tectives said that Justin Beyea, 46, of Plant City had 
been communicating with and meeting the girl for 
months and exchanging explicit messages and images 
with her. He was charged with 209 felony counts in-
cluding 100 counts of filming, distributing or possessing 
images or videos of sexual activity with  an animal. 

Investigation into Lewd Conduct with 

Teen Finds 100 Animal Porn Images 

I 
n what appears to be 

one of the relatively un-

usual instances of a 

woman being accused of child 

and animal pornography, Val-

len Ada Marie Hrabb, 24, of          

Milton, Fla., was charged with 

26 felony counts of sexual 

contact with an animal and possession of animal sex 

and child pornography videos. WALA-TV reported that 

a cyber tip to the National Center for Missing and Ex-

ploited Children triggered an investigation by the Santa 

Rosa County Sheriff’s Office, where deputies seized her 

laptop and a cellphone. Court records say she admitted 

to recording herself engaging in sexual acts with her 

dog and had sent those videos to others. After posting 

bond she was ordered to have no contact with minors 

or internet access as conditions of her release. 

Woman Charged with 26 Counts of 

Child and Animal Pornography 

A South Carolina man out on 
bail stemming from five 
charges of child sexual 

abuse was charged under that state’s archaic law pro-
hibiting “buggery” when he allegedly posted a video of 
himself having sex with an animal. WHNS-TV reported 
that Spartanburg County Sheriff’s deputies received a 
tip and arrested Jacob Cannan Blalock. During the 
search authorities seized electronic devices and two 
dogs were taken into custody by Spartanburg County 
Environmental Enforcement officers. Buggery, an ar-
chaic term for animal sexual assault, has been a crime 
in South Carolina since at least 1869 and is in the same 
criminal statute prohibiting homosexuality. It is a felo-
ny crime in South Carolina. A bill in the Legislature,          
H 5505, would add a new offense of sexual abuse of 

Child Sex Abuse Suspect                              

Charged with “Buggery” 

 

A scension Parish, La. Sheriff’s deputies investi-
gating child sexual abuse arrested Cody Ma-
dere, 42. WAFB-TV said a search of his elec-

tronic devices allegedly found six files involving a child 
under 13 and one depicting sexual abuse of an animal. 
He was charged with 22 counts of child sexual abuse 
and one count of animal sexual abuse. 

Louisiana Man Facing 23 Counts                  

of Child and Animal Pornography 

https://queensda.org/woodhaven-man-arraigned-on-animal-cruelty-charges-for-stretching-former-girlfriends-cat-to-death/
https://cbs12.com/news/local/florida-man-arrested-on-200-felony-counts-after-deputies-find-him-with-15-year-old-hillsborough-county-sheriffs-office-florida-child-abuse-justin-beyea-oakridge-equestrian-park-thonotosassa-florida-child-sexual-abuse-material-c
https://www.fox10tv.com/2026/03/25/milton-woman-arrested-felony-charges-including-child-pornography-sexual-contact-with-animal/
https://www.foxcarolina.com/2026/04/14/authorities-take-dogs-seize-devices-spartanburg-co-animal-sex-investigation/
https://www.wafb.com/2026/04/24/man-arrested-after-child-animal-sexual-abuse-files-found-his-device-deputies-say/
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THE LINK… in the NEWS 

T he Los Angeles County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office filed 
multiple animal cruelty and 

domestic violence charges against 
Nikolas Hart, 25, of North Holly-
wood, for allegedly killing his girlfriend’s pet rabbit. 
The office said that Hart, who was accused of as-
saulting his girlfriend on prior occasions, killed “a de-
fenseless animal in a violent outburst. That kind of 
criminal behavior will land you in prison.”  

Hart was alleged to have stomped on “Momo” in a fit 
of rage, then placed the rabbit in a trash bag and 
threw him to the ground from their second-story 
apartment. The rabbit died from blunt force trauma to 
the chest, abdomen and face.    

Hart was charged with  one felony count of animal cru-
elty; one misdemeanor count each of injury to a 
spouse or cohabitant and attempting to prevent or 
dissuade a victim/witness; and three misdemeanor 
counts of disobeying a court order to not contact the 
victim. The Court issued a protective order prohibiting 
the defendant from owning, possessing or having any 
animals in his care or custody. If convicted he faces up 
to eight years in state prison. 

Man Charged with Stomping                      

Girlfriend’s Pet Rabbit 

S heriff’s deputies in Onslow 
County, N. Car. charged Cow-
boy Vazquez, 22, with three 

counts of felony animal cruelty and 
misdemeanor domestic violence and 
child abuse charges following an 
incident with a woman and her newborn infant.          
WCTI-TV reported that arrest records allege Vazquez 
violently abused two German shepherds and a Dober-
mann pinscher, then used physical force in a domestic 
incident involving the woman. The warrants allege he 
threw and broke glass containers while she was hold-
ing the newborn, leading to the child abuse charges.  

Man Charged with Animal,                             

Child and Domestic Abuse 

O hio police authorities were 
reported to be searching for a 
Guatemalan immigrant who 

allegedly assaulted his ex-girlfriend and 
another person who came to her de-
fense and killed her 9-month-old pup-
py. WLWT-TV reported that police in West Chester, 
Ohio were asking the public’s help in locating Mario 
Isais Ajanel de la Cruz, from Covington, Ky., on the do-
mestic violence and animal cruelty charges. Police say 
he took the victim’s 2-pound puppy from her hands 
and threw it against a wall. 

Cops Seek Domestic Violence Suspect 

in Case that Killed 9-Month-Old Puppy 

A fter police in Lawrenceburg, 
Ky. responded to domestic 
incident and observed a dog 

with matted fur contained in a cage 
and standing in its own feces and 
urine, and two children and the 
mother reported alleged incidents of animal cruelty to 
intimidate the children that had not been previously 
reported, the couple were charged with child abuse 
and animal torture. Police records said that Justin Hall 
and Brianna Hall were arrested on suspicion of severe-
ly neglecting and abusing their children. 

Police said that during interviews the children said the 
father had routinely beat dogs over the head with 
metal poles and sticks in their presence, so hard that 
when he missed he cracked tiles on the floor and in 
the shower.  They said he shot a dog while the chil-
dren and mother were home; when the oldest child 
refused to dispose of the dog, he supposedly buried in 
in the back yard, placed a stake in the ground over the 
grave, tied a second dog to the stake, and told the 
child “I hope she can smell her sister’s brain rot.” 

The mother said she could not recall the incident as 
she was in a hospital recovering from alcohol detox. 
Children told police the father got so intoxicated at 
times that he urinated in the kitchen trash can. The 
mother had never reported any incidents to police. 

The dog was seized by Anderson County Animal Con-
trol and the children were turned over to Community 
Based Services. 

Couple Charged with Child Abuse         

and Intimidating Animal Cruelty  

https://da.lacounty.gov/media/news/man-charged-killing-girlfriend-s-pet-rabbit-felony-animal-cruelty-case
https://wcti12.com/news/local/man-charged-with-animal-cruelty-domestic-violence-child-abuse
https://www.wlwt.com/article/mario-de-la-cruz-man-accused-of-killing-puppy-west-chester/71038642
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THE LINK… in the NEWS 

T en cats died of burn and 
smoke injuries when the 
boyfriend of the woman 

who owned them allegedly set 
fire to the shed in which they 
were housed. KY3-TV reported 
that Aiden Kinnee, of Springfield, 
Mo., was in custody after being charged with arson. 
Investigators said messages on the woman’s phone 
included one showing Kinnee leaving the site shortly 
after the fire started, and another saying “Prison 
sounds better than this. I’d hurry back if I were you. 
Already started.” Several days later another message 
allegedly said, “They didn’t deserve that. But I did 
what I did.”  Court documents said Kinnee told author-
ities he was under the influence of meth at the time 
when a friend suggested he burn down the shed 
where the woman and her cats were staying. 

Alleged Arson Incident Kills                        

Girlfriend’s 10 Cats 

A South Carolina pastor and his wife were ar-
rested while visiting the Grand Ole Opry in 
Nashville and extradited back to Greenville, 

S.C. amid charges that he forced their adopted chil-
dren to eat out of dumpsters, killed their pets while 
they watched, and sexually abused them while the 
wife did nothing. WLOS-TV reported that police began 
investigating Myron Chorbajian, 73, and his wife Kath-
leen, 71, after one of their children came forward to 
report “extensive abuse” that had been going on since 
the 1980s. 

The warrant said Myron’s charges included allegedly 
paddling a naked victim 50 times, beating a child with 
a belt into unconsciousness, running over a kitten and 
then shooting it in the head in front of the girl, and 
shooting a pet dog in the kitchen and forcing the child 
to bury its body. 

Myron was charged with 22 counts of child abuse, 
child sexual abuse and incest; Kathleen was charged 
with 16 counts of placing a child at risk and felony ac-
cessory after the fact. 

Pastor and Wife Arrested on                                                                                                                  

Child Abuse Charges Amid                                                                                                                  

Animal Abuse Allegations 

J oseph Ashley Garcia, 44, of Lompoc, 
Calif., was convicted of murder,  
torture and cruelty to animals for 

pouring tiki torch oil on his father’s 
head and setting him on fire while the 
68-year-old was holding his dog on his 
lap.  The Santa Barbara Independent 
reported that Garcia told his father, Joseph Michael 
Garcia, “You brought this on yourself,” and later told 
the court he was only trying to set his father’s hair on 
fire. Prosecutors said the son had accused his father of 
having an affair with his wife, and that methampheta-
mine and marijuana were said to be a contributing 
factor. The court rejected the son’s plea of insanity. 
The dog, a terrier named “Charlie,” was seriously 
burned but survived and was later put up for adoption. 
Garcia is facing a possible sentence of life without pa-
role. 

Son Convicted of Setting Father and 

Dog On Fire with Tiki Torch Oil 

O ne of three defendants 
arrested last August on 
dogfighting and narcotics 

charges was re-arrested for child 
sex crimes while out on bond. Ma-
lik Anderson, 29, of Savannah, 
Ga., had been charged with eight 
counts of animal cruelty, dogfighting, and narcotics 
offenses when Chatham County Sheriff’s deputies raid-
ed two residences, the Savannah Morning News re-
ported. Deputies reportedly found cocaine, crack co-
caine, firearms, 20 pounds of marijuana, 150 fentanyl 
pills, and $135,000 cash in the August raid.  They res-
cued 13 dogs, eight of whom had to be euthanized.  In 
December  Anderson was accused of aggravated child 
molestation and trafficking a person for sexual servi-
tude. 

Man Out on Bond for                                       

Dogfighting and Narcotics                        

Charged with Child Sex Crimes 

https://www.ky3.com/2026/04/13/springfield-man-accused-setting-shed-fire-killing-10-cats/
https://wlos.com/news/nation-world/pastor-wife-parents-mother-father-mom-dad-child-abuse-adopted-children-kid-kids-eat-trash-dumpster-shot-pet-dog-bury-dirt-sexual-assault-incest-religion-animal-daughter-daughters-son-sons-adoption-adopt-attack-beat-beatin
https://www.independent.com/2026/04/22/lompoc-man-who-lit-father-and-dog-on-fire-found-guilty-of-murder-torture/
https://www.savannahnow.com/story/news/crime/2025/12/04/man-arrested-for-child-sex-crimes-while-out-on-bond-for-dog-fighting/87603903007/
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You Can Help 
Us Create Safer 
Communities! 
The National Link            
Coalition is the only               
international education 
and advocacy organiza-
tion working to prevent 
animal cruelty, domestic 
violence, child maltreat-
ment, and elder abuse by 
showing how they are 
Linked. As the global 
resource center on             
The Link between               
animal cruelty and               
human violence we train 
multidisciplinary               
professionals, showcase 
programs, and publicize 
legislation and research 
to foster collaborations 
that create safer                   
communities by                
recognizing that when 
animals are abused,    
people are at risk, and 
when people are abused, 
animals are at risk.  

 

I.R.S. 501c3 tax ID                
#92-2607909. 

Join us! 

NationalLinkCoalition.org 

arkowpets@snip.net 

National Link Coalition Leadership Team 
Board of Directors 

Phil Arkow, President/Secretary and Executive Director                                                                                
Instructor, Animal Abuse & Family Violence, University of Florida                                                  
Adjunct Faculty, Animal-Assisted Therapy & Activities, Harcum College                                                        
Etowah, N. Car.                                                                                                           

Randall Lockwood, Ph.D., Vice President/Board Chair                                                                        
Consultant, ASPCA                                                                                                  
Leesburg, Va.                                                                                              

Ann Laatsch, J.D.,Treasurer                                                                                                        
Justice System Coordinator, National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life                                                        
Milwaukee, Wis.                                                                                     

Barbara W. Boat, Ph.D.,                                                                                                                     
Associate Professor emerita, University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center                                                                 
Past Director, Childhood Trust, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center                                               
Cincinnati, Ohio                                                                                         

Kendra Coulter, Ph.D.                                                                                
Professor, Management & Organizational Studies                                                                                                   
Coordinator, Animal Ethics and Sustainability Leadership                                                                    
Huron University College at Western University, London, Ont., Canada                                                      

Mark Kumpf, CAWA                                                                                                            
Principal Director, Animal Control & Care Academy                                                                               
Dayton, Ohio                                                                                                                     
Paul Needham , MBA                                                                                                       
Chair, Education Committee, National Adult Protective Services Association                                        
Shawnee, Okla.  

Professional Advisory Committee 
Lesley Ashworth,                                                        
Former Domestic Violence Program                              
Director, Columbus OH City Attorney’s Office, 
Boone, N. Car.                                                    
Diane Balkin, J.D.                                              
Retired Chief Deputy District Attorney            
Denver, Colo.                                               
Nancy Blaney                                                            
Director, Government Affairs                            
Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, D.C.       
Claire Coughlin                                                   
Director, Companion Animal Programs           
Animal Welfare Institute, St. Louis, Mo.            
Steve Dale                                                                
Nationally Syndicated Radio Host and Author 
Chicago, Ill.                                                 
The Hon. Rosa C. Figarola                                          
Retired Circuit Probate Judge, 11th Judicial 
Circuit, Miami, Fla.                                        
Maya Gupta, Ph.D.    (Alternate)                          
Vice President, Research,                                          
ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
Woodstock, Ga.                                              
Joey Orduna Hastings                                              
CEO, National Council of Juvenile & Family 
Court Judges, Reno, Nev.                                    
Kendall Houlihan, DVM                                  
Assistant Director, Animal Welfare Division  
American Veterinary Medical Association         
Schaumburg, Ill.  

Emily Patterson-Kane, Ph.D.                                       
Director, Research                                                  
ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research               
Chicago, Ill.                                                                         
Allie Phillips, J.D.                                                           
Director, Sheltering Animals and Families           
Together (SAF-T)                                                     
Grand Haven, Mich.                                       
The Hon. Gale Rasin, J.D.                                       
Senior Judge, Mental Health Court, Maryland         
The Hon. John J. Romero, Jr.                                  
Retired District Judge, Children’s Court Division          
2nd Judicial District, Albuquerque, N. Mex.             
Sue Skinner, MD                                               
Child Abuse Pediatrician, CARES Northwest                
Portland, Ore.                                                                
Martha Smith-Blackmore, DVM                           
President, Forensic Veterinary Investigations, LLC, 
Boston, Mass.                                                      
John Thompson                                                  
Executive V.P., Small & Rural Law Enforcement 
Executives Association                                                    
Executive Director, Deep Roots Homeless Shelter, 
Earleville, Md.                                                   
Kathleen Wood, J.D.                                            
Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice Program             
Animal Legal Defense Fund                                         
Portland, Ore.                                                                         
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