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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

Link Featured Prominently at IVFSA Conference 

For Additional Information About 

Any LINK -Letter Articles 

Just click on the blue underlined hyperlinks in these arti-

cles and it will take you to other websites with additional 

information about that topic. 

V eterinary and prosecutors’ responses to acts of 
animal cruelty connected with interpersonal 
violence will be featured prominently at the 

19th Annual International Veterinary Forensic Sciences 
Association Conference in Banff, Alta., Canada, on May 
12-15. In addition to numerous presentations on clini-
cal diagnoses of non-accidental injuries, the confer-
ence will feature U.S. and Canadian Link authorities in 
the following programs: 

Diane Balkin, Melinda Merck, Rosalind 
Greenwood, and Margaret Doyle will 
present a half-day workshop on Court 
Testimony to help ease the anxiety 
about reporting suspected animal 

Melinda Merck        abuse and then testifying in court. 

Kali Griffith, Doris Miller, and Jill Hol-
lander will present three case studies 
from Fulton County, Ga. in Crossing 
Disciplines to Combat Cruelty: Veteri-
nary Forensics and Law Enforcement 

Kali Griffith            Partnerships in Domestic Violence and 
Animal Cruelty Cases. A core theme is the empirical 
Link between animal cruelty and violence against hu-
mans, emphasizing animal abuse as a warning sign of 
domestic violence and an opportunity for broader pub-
lic safety intervention. 

Jessica Rock will also highlight the im-
portance of coordinated multi-
disciplinary responses to ensure both 
animal welfare and case integrity in  
Animal Crime Investigations: The Law 
Enforcement, Animal Control and               

Jessica Rock           Veterinary Roles. 

Kris Otteman and Melinda Merck will 
discuss conflicting issues in a case in-
volving the death of a human and an 
animal in Death on the Mountain of a 
Hiker and His Dog: Politics, Ethics and 
Consulting Experts in a Small Town.  

Kris Otteman 

Dennis Smithson of the Calgary Police Service will pre-
sent The Animal Abuse-Interpersonal Violence Link: 
Why It Matters for Everyday Police Work and How 
Agencies Can Adapt. The program will help overcome 
the obstacle that despite the connection between ani-
mal abuse and interpersonal violence being well-
documented for decades, its relevance to everyday 
policing is still underestimated.  

Sally Johnston will present 
From Philosophy to Practice: 
Embedding the Link & One 
Welfare into Shelter Opera-
tions, describing how the Cal-
gary Humane Society integrated these concepts into 
Community Services in collaboration with the Prosecu-
tion & Investigation team. By engaging with human 
social services, the society is addressing animal welfare 
upstream. 

Joyce Glass will describe Veterinarians as Stakehold-
ers in Animal Cruelty Cases who can often save both 
animal and human victims because animal cruelty is a 
gateway crime to human violence and a crime of esca-
lation and victims are more likely to report cruelty to 
their veterinarian than law enforcement or a humane 
society.  

David Rosengard and Kris Otteman will 
help practitioners navigate thorny deci-
sion-making in Finding the Line: The 
Role of Veterinary Forensics in Distin-
guishing between Lawful and           

David Rosengard    Unlawful Animal Killing. 

Diane Balkin and ASPCA forensic veteri-
narian Liz Pearlman will similarly ad-
dress ethical dilemmas in Navigating 
Ethical Challenges for Prosecutors and 
Veterinarians.                                           

Liz Pearlman 

Elaine Fehrs will describe the Milwaukee County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office’s response to Link Theory: The 
Overlap between Animal, Child, Elder, and Domestic 
Abuse. 

 

https://www.ivfsa.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=167153&module_id=661511
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

Collaborative Veterinary Forensics Can Aid Animal Welfare in Thailand 

N ew research from Thailand is reporting that 
pet abuse and inadequate animal welfare in 
that country are driven by multiple, interrelat-

ed factors spanning individual, structural, legal, and 
sociocultural domains in areas not unlike those experi-
enced in other countries. The authors, based in veteri-
nary colleges and forensic institutes, argue that their 
study’s findings highlight the need for a more integrat-
ed and operational approach to addressing pet abuse 
and animal welfare that includes strengthening investi-
gations and prosecutions through greater use of veteri-
nary forensics, harmonized protocols, and coordinated 
efforts working within a One Welfare framework. 

Thailand has had a Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and Animal Welfare Act only since 2014. While there is 
a legal framework to address animal abuse, effective 
enforcement remains constrained by limitations in in-
vestigative procedures and the lack of integration of 
veterinary forensic science. 

“Despite the presence of such legislation, the investi-
gation of animal cruelty cases and situations involving 
inadequate companion animal welfare remains chal-
lenging for responsible authorities. The acquisition of 

reliable and objective evidence is there-
fore critical for effective legal adjudica-
tion,” write the authors, explaining how 
veterinary forensics can enhance eviden-
tiary reliability and investigative con-
sistency.                                                          Source: Thailand map 

The primary drivers that constrain companion animal 
welfare and its investigation and prosecution in Thai-
land would sound familiar to any other country striving 
for better animal care and enforcement:                                                          

• a lack of owner responsibility and preparedness;  

• insufficient knowledge and ethical awareness re-
garding animal care;  

• socioeconomic constraints;  

• deficiencies in stray animal management systems; 

• weaknesses in law enforcement;  

• cultural attitudes that undermine animal welfare;  

• ambiguous legal definitions;  

• inconsistent enforcement; and  

• limited public awareness.  

Greater use of standardized veterinary forensic proto-
cols, forensic training, and increased inspection au-
thority would allow for a more comprehensive assess-
ment of animal health, living conditions, and owner or 
perpetrator behavior, particularly when distinguishing 
intentional harm from deliberate neglect, they write. 

“By strengthening investigative capacity, standardizing 
procedures, and fostering interagency collaboration, 
Thailand can enhance animal welfare pro-
tection and ensure the consistent applica-
tion of animal cruelty legislation. These 
efforts align with the One Welfare concept 
and reinforce the expanding role of veterinarians in 
safeguarding animal well-being, supporting justice sys-
tems, and contributing to broader societal benefits,” 
they conclude. 

-- Lorsirigool, A., Sudjaroen, Y., Kulnides, N., Pumipunto, 
N., & Roongsitthichai, A., et al. (2026). Veterinarians’          

perspectives on animal welfare, legal enforcement, and 
forensic readiness in companion animal cruelty                

investigations in Thailand:                                                                     
A cross-sectional qualitative study.                                                 

Vet World, 19(2), 725-744. 

W hen an Island County, 
Wash. veterinarian said 
“It was ‘highly unusual’ 

for two healthy cats to choke on the 
same toy simultaneously,” a call to 
the Sheriff’s Office resulted in a fo-
rensic necropsy and a 25-year-old man being arrested 
on two counts of animal cruelty in the asphyxiation 
deaths of his girlfriend’s cats, “Francisco” and “Mila.” 
The Whidbey News-Times said that because Kristian 
Rokita is a Navy service member, the Naval Criminal 
Investigation Service was also involved. 

A national news media source noted “Cases of inten-
tional animal abuse are increasingly recognized as 
linked to other forms of violence, with the FBI classify-
ing animal cruelty as a serious felony offense. This inci-
dent highlights the importance of veterinary forensics 
and public awareness in detecting and preventing ani-
mal abuse, which often goes unreported.” 

Suspicious Deaths of Girlfriend’s Cats 

Prompts DVM to Call Police 

https://gisgeography.com/thailand-map/
https://www.whidbeynewstimes.com/2026/03/27/oak-harbor-man-faces-charges-in-deaths-of-cats/
https://nationaltoday.com/us/wa/oak-harbor/news/2026/03/28/oak-harbor-man-charged-with-animal-cruelty-in-girlfriends-cats-deaths/
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

Link Seen as Driving Interest in Veterinary Forensics in Ukraine 

v eterinary forensics in foreign countries is ac-
tively developing as an independent field of 
veterinary medicine, which is largely driven by 

increased awareness of animal cruelty and the estab-
lishment of a link between such acts and violence 
against humans.” 

That’s one of the key conclu-
sions in a new research article 
from Ukraine that details the 
forensic diagnosis of sharp-force 
injuries. While most of the arti-
cle focuses on the clinical, labor-
atory, and instrumental diagnos-
tic features that make it possible 
to clearly distinguish the injury 
and classify it into an appropri-
ate group of conditions with         Ivan Yatsenko                    

similar etiology and pathogenesis, the article empha-
sizes that the worldwide growth of the veterinary fo-

rensics field – and its emergence as an independent 
field of study – is driven by awareness of The Link be-
tween animal abuse and human violence. 

Ivan Yatsenko, Leading Researcher in the Forensic Re-
search Laboratory of the National Scientific Center’s  
Forensic Science Institute, and Valentyn Kozachok of 
the State Biotechnological University, conclude that a 
unified approach to the formulation of forensic veteri-
nary diagnoses should be introduced in Ukraine where 
this work is still in its infancy.  

  -- Yatsenko, I., & Kozachok, V. (2026). Features of 

structuring a forensic veterinary diagnosis caused by           

sharp instruments. One Health Journal, 4(2), 55-65.  

Y et another recognition that The Link between 
animal cruelty and domestic violence is driving 
global interest in veterinary forensics was just 

reported in the Netherlands, where the Faculty of Vet-
erinary Medicine at Utrecht University has launched 
the Veterinary Forensic Expert Center (Landelijk Ex-
pertisecentrum Dierenmishandeling, LED) “to prevent 
more serious abuse from occurring in the future.” 

The Center’s formation was announced in the Aca-
demic Digest, prefaced with the statement that 
“research indicates that there is a relationship be-
tween animal abuse and domestic violence.” The vet-
erinary forensics field is still a relatively new field in 
the Netherlands, but the Center’s combining the 
knowledge of specialist veterinarians with that of fo-
rensic medical experts is intended to assist practition-
ers in not misdiagnosing non-accidental injuries from 
disease, accident or animal behavioral causes. The 
staff of the Center will work with criminologists and 
psychologists to conduct scientific research into the 
phenomenon of animal abuse in the Netherlands.  

“The relationship between ani-
mal abuse and domestic violence 
is so strong that indications of 
animal abuse can serve as an 
‘early warning sign’ of the devel-
opment of psychopathology in 
children and adults. Early inter-
vention is essential in order to 
prevent more serious abuse 
from occurring in the future,” 
the article said. 

                       Wouder Dhert 

“Animal Welfare is very important to our society,” said 
Dean Wouter Dhert of the Faculty of Veterinary Medi-
cine. “The Expert Centre can address these concerns in 
society at large by providing information about the 
issue and raising awareness.”  

Domestic Violence Link Drives New Dutch Veterinary Forensics Center 

https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/faculty-of-veterinary-medicine
https://www.uu.nl/en/organisation/faculty-of-veterinary-medicine
https://ww.academicjournals.org/news/?p=185
https://ww.academicjournals.org/news/?p=185
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

Shelter Extols Value of Pets as Emotional Anchors for Survivors 

F or many individuals experi-
encing domestic violence or 
homelessness, a companion 

animal is far more than a pet—
they are family, comfort, safety, 
and hope. In moments of crisis, 
when stability, trust, and security 
have been shattered, companion 
animals often provide something 
profoundly steady: unconditional 
love.” 

That was the 
advice given 
by Sandra 
Solorzano, 
Director of 
Safehouse 
Programs at 
Empower 
Yolo, a pet-
friendly do-
mestic vio-

lence shelter in Woodland, Yolo 
County, Calif., in a February 26 
blog that described the incredible 
attachments that survivors of do-
mestic violence and homelessness 

have with their pets — and how 
those bonds are weaponized by 
abusers. 

For people experiencing the trau-
mas of domestic violence and the 
instability that accompanies home-
lessness, pets can be “emotional 
anchors,”  offering a nonjudgmen-
tal presence when stigma and 
shame feel overwhelming, the 
blog continued. Pets’ emotional 
security is especially important 
when the survivor’s sense of trust 
has been deeply damaged. 

The blog cited ASPCA, RedRover 
and Animal Welfare Institute sta-
tistics about the barriers that pet 
ownership can create for domestic 
violence and homelessness survi-
vors. But “when shelters and ser-
vice organizations provide pet-
friendly options or foster partner-
ships, something powerful hap-
pens—barriers fall. Survivors are 
more likely to seek safety sooner, 
and families can begin to heal 

without the added trauma of sep-
aration,” added Empower Yolo 
board member Christine Toede-
busch. 

Empower Yolo became a pet-
friendly shelter in 2018; in 2025, 
40 pets stayed with their families 
in the shelter. The organization 
also coordinates community pet 
clinics that reduce other barriers 
to care. 

“Companion animals are not just 
pets—they are family. And when 
everything else feels uncertain, 
that bond offers unconditional 
love—a powerful source of 
strength, healing, and hope that 
helps families move forward to-
gether,” the blog concluded. 

“When shelters       

provide                 

pet-friendly                  

options,         

barriers fall.”           

 — Christine  

 Toedebusch,      

Empower Yolo 

Indiana Expands “Domestic Violence Animal Cruelty” Law 

I ndiana has expanded its unique “domestic vio-
lence animal cruelty” law to not only increase the 
penalty for harming an animal as a means of coer-

cive control but also to expand the types of actions 
that constitute this crime. 

HB 1165, authored by Rep. Wen-
dy McNamara (R—Posey County),  
was signed into law on March 4 
by Gov. Mike Braun. It amends 
I.C.A. § 35-46-3-12.5 which made 
it illegal to knowingly or intention-
ally kill a vertebrate animal with 
the intent to threaten, intimidate, 
coerce, harass, or terrorize a         

Rep. Wendy McNamara      family or household member. The 
new provisions, which take effect July 1, also make it 
illegal to abuse, abandon or neglect an animal under 
these circumstances. 
 

The new law also increases the penalty for animal cru-
elty from a Class A misdemeanor to a Level 6 felony if 
the offense is committed in the immediate presence of 
a minor.  
 
While 20 states and the District of Columbia have laws 
that define acts of intimidating animal abuse as do-
mestic violence, coercion, coercive control, or stalking, 
Indiana is the only state with a specific crime of 
“domestic violence animal cruelty”.  
 
Two other Indiana statutes,  I.C.A. § 31-9-2-42  and § 
34-6-2-34.5 include acts of animal abuse or death 
within the definition of “crime involving domestic or 
family violence.” 

https://empoweryolo.org/the-healing-power-of-pets-why-companion-animals-matter-to-survivors-of-domestic-violence-and-homelessness/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=%F0%9F%93%96%20The%20Power%20of%20Real-Life%20Kind%20Stories&utm_campa
https://empoweryolo.org/the-healing-power-of-pets-why-companion-animals-matter-to-survivors-of-domestic-violence-and-homelessness/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=%F0%9F%93%96%20The%20Power%20of%20Real-Life%20Kind%20Stories&utm_campa
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

W hen a domestic violence survivor needs to 
find either a co-shelter or foster care for 
her pets , how does she know where to 

turn to find a safe haven for her furry family mem-
bers? 

A novel bill in the Connecticut 
General Assembly would help 
solve that dilemma for survivors 
in that state.  In addition to the 
national directories available 
online (See accompanying arti-
cle), S.B. 318 would require the 
State Veterinarian to identify ani-
mal rescue organizations, dog 
pounds and animal control              Rep. Nicholas Menapace   
facilities in Connecticut that could serve as an immedi-

ate point of contact for domestic 
violence victims.   

The list would be updated regu-
larly and distributed to the Con-
necticut Coalition Against Domes-
tic Violence, other domestic vio-
lence agencies, and each police 
department, animal control facili-
ty and animal rescue organization 

Sen. Martin Looney            in the state.  

The bill was introduced on Feb. 26 by the Environment 
Committee. It was co-sponsored by Sen. Martin Loon-
ey (D—New Haven) and Rep. Nicholas Menapace (D—
East Lyme). 

Connecticut Bill Would Publish Statewide List of Safe Havens for Pets 

Several national organizations publish online resource 
lists to help provide safety for the pet victims of         
domestic violence. These include: 

Sheltering Animals and Families Together (SAF-T)® — 
a list of 300 shelters in the U.S. that accept family pets. 
(Note: all shelters are required to accept Service Ani-
mals). It also includes pet-friendly shelters in other 
countries. 

DomesticShelters.org — Enter a ZIP Code or city to 
locate local shelters, hotlines and assistance organiza-
tions. Shelters with both onsite and offsite pet pro-
grams are included.  

Safe Havens for Pets — The Animal Welfare institute’s 
searchable directory of resources for domestic vio-
lence survivors and people experiencing homelessness 
with pets. Agencies listed include those providing pet 
sheltering, or have a relationship with an entity that 
does, or that provide referrals to such facilities. 

BestyBnB — helps individuals to become pet caregiv-
ers who can provide foster care for animals surviving 
domestic violence. 

Don’t Forget the Pets — partners with RedRover to 
provide training, coaching and construction assistance 
to help domestic violence and homeless shelters be-
come pet-friendly 

The National Link Coalition’s National Directory of 
Abuse Investigation Agencies — does not list pet-
friendly shelters but  maintains a list of who to call to 
report animal abuse, domestic violence, child abuse, 
and elder abuse in 6,500 cities and counties in the U.S. 

Join Us In Our Mission!  

Please help us educate and advocate to promote greater legislative, public and professional un-

derstanding of, and response to, The Link between animal abuse and other family and communi-

ty violence! It is through the generosity of our donors that we are able to continue our trainings, 

publications, compilation of resources and research, and reporting on Link legislation. Your gift 

helps us prevent animal cruelty, domestic violence, child abuse and elder abuse and create a saf-

er world. Please click here to make a secure and tax-deductible contribution.  

saftprogram.org/shelters
https://www.domesticshelters.org/
https://www.safehavensforpets.org/
https://www.mybestybnb.com/
https://dontforgetthepets.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
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CHILD MALTREATMENT… and THE LINK 

Children’s Book Praises the Courage to Speak Up About The Link 

W  hat happens when 
one small voice finds 
the courage to speak? 

Because sometimes the smallest 
voice can make the biggest differ-
ence. And sometimes the bravest 
thing a child can do…is to tell their 
story. 

 

That’s the message embedded in a 
new children’s book describing 
two young girls navigating chal-
lenges within their homes, where 
both child and animal welfare are 
concerned. Through their friend-
ship, one finds the courage to 
speak up, and together they reach 
a trusted adult. From there, com-
passionate community helpers 
step in, creating safety and sup-
port for both the child and the 
animal, and helping the family 
begin to heal. 

 

The Courage to Tell: The Power of 
Friendship, Compassion & Healing 
Grace was written and published 
by an authority in the field. 

Jacqueline 
Ford is an ad-
vocate for 
children, fam-
ilies and ani-
mals whose 
career has 
been             

Jacqueline Ford                 dedicated to 
strengthening communities and 
supporting those in need. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from Quinnipiac Universi-
ty and a master’s degree in social 
work from Southern Connecticut 
State University. In addition to her 
professional work supporting chil-

dren and families, she serves as an 
adjunct professor, helping prepare 
the next generation of human ser-
vice professionals. 

 

Ford also is the recipient of two 
national honors for her leadership 
and advocacy: the 2024 Nexstar 
Remarkable Woman Award and 
the 2026 Ujima Award from the 
National Adoption Association. 

 

“My hope is truly to provide a 
meaningful resource and help ed-
ucate communities in a way that is 
accessible, compassionate, and 
impactful,” Ford tells The LINK-
Letter.  

 

The book tells the story of Rebec-
ca who loves animals and believes 
every creature deserves kindness. 
When a new neighbor named Ad-
die moves in with her dog “Lily”, 
Rebecca begins to notice things 
others might miss — a chain tied 
too tight, an empty water bowl, 
and a friend carrying worries too 
big for her heart. 

 

As their friendship grows, Addie 
bravely shares the struggles hap-
pening inside her home. With 
compassion and courage, Rebecca 
helps her find the strength to tell 
someone who can help. 

 

Soon, caring adults and communi-
ty helpers step in, showing that 
speaking up can bring safety, heal-
ing, and hope—not only for Addie, 
but for Lily too. 

 

The Courage to Tell is a tender and 
powerful story about friendship, 
bravery, and the caring adults who 
step forward when children need 
them most. Through the journey 
of two brave girls, this book gently 
reminds children that they are 
never alone and that telling a 
trusted adult can lead to help and 
hope. 

 

Inspired by Ford’s lifelong passion 
for protecting both children and 
animals, the story also highlights 
an important truth: when children 
are unsafe or hurting, animals in 
the home may be hurting too. By 
recognizing these connections, 
communities can respond with 
compassion and support. 

 

Written with heart and pur-
pose, The Courage to Tell is a story 
for children, families, educators, 
and community professionals who 
believe that courage, kindness, 
and caring adults can change lives. 

The book is available on Amazon.  

https://www.amazon.com/Courage-Tell-Friendship-Compassion-Healing/dp/B0GSWY68MY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1CIYUJ0NHTK7Q&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HyaGfQUaO64fjCobRoKXVPbDcsvHNeCaeBuc006eZrYh9dNMvQZNNFuwOF6_mIUXjv5JZXPUjLHKYjkVTJRTFhlOyLoVIUoCdiKczxWmDouzDLbiIMxYaTmsQ0aDPgOcA
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HUMANE EDUCATION… and THE LINK 

 Paraguay Mandates Animal Welfare Education Based on The Link  

T he government of Para-
guay has taken the bold 
step of mandating that 

Animal Welfare be integrated into 
the curriculum of both basic and 
secondary education nationwide 
with a new law whose underlying 
premise is the recognition that 
cruelty toward animals often 
serves as an early indicator of vio-
lent behavior within society. 

On Feb. 26, the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Sciences changed Animal 
Welfare from a tangential topic to 
a mandatory one beginning with 
the 2026 school year. The Ministry 
called the new law No. 7513/25 a 
milestone that promises to trans-
form the foundations of social 
coexistence and ethical formation 
within the country.  

Integrating 
animal wel-
fare into the 
classroom 
acts as a tool 
for primary 
social preven-
tion, said the 
Ministry. The 

public policy aim is to ensure that 
the 21st-century Paraguayan stu-
dent not only masters technical-
scientific competencies but also 
cultivates the emotional and ethi-
cal intelligence necessary to coex-
ist harmoniously within a bio-
diverse environment through a 
“pedagogy of care” instilled into 
the very core of learning. The new 
law transitions from a purely bio-
logical approach to teaching to-
ward a form of civic education 
grounded in respect for sentient 
beings. 

The Ministry, in collaboration with 
the National Directorate for Ani-
mal Defense, Health, and Welfare, 
has structured this new curricular 
component not as an optional 
workshop, but as a distinct subject 
with its own allocated instruction-
al time and clear learning objec-
tives. 

The directive recognized the chal-
lenges on school time and re-
sources when introducing a man-
dated subject. But it called on 
school principals to use adaptive 
leadership as an opportunity to 
utilize the subject matter as a uni-
fying theme for innovative institu-
tional projects. Successful imple-
mentation will not stem from 
merely “filling the hour”, but ra-
ther from the leadership team’s 
capacity to foster transdisciplinary 
Project-Based Learning that ena-
bles students to investigate real-
world problems within their com-
munities — such as stray animal 
overpopulation, wildlife protec-
tion, or responsible pet ownership 
— and to propose concrete solu-
tions. 

The mandate sees the curriculum 
as infusing a sense of empathy in 
students that will result in a sub-
stantial improvement in school 
climate. By teaching children and 
young people to recognize the 
suffering and needs of a being un-
able to express itself through hu-
man language, their skills in listen-
ing and compassion toward their 
own peers will be strengthened. 
Institutions that have implement-
ed pilot programs in other coun-
tries have reported a decrease in 
bullying rates and an increase in 
the sense of community responsi-
bility. “Paraguay now has the op-
portunity to validate these theo-

ries on a national scale, transform-
ing its schools into laboratories for 
social peace,” the Ministry added. 

The Ministry sees the new man-
date as positioning Paraguay as a 
model for all of South America, 
particularly for educational policy-
makers in Argentina, Chile and Co-
lombia. 

“The question is no longer wheth-
er this content belongs in schools, 
but rather how it can be integrated 
in a way that generates a tangible 
impact on students’ academic pro-
files upon graduation. Paraguay’s 
educational leadership now faces 
the challenge of demonstrating 
that this innovation is not merely a 
cosmetic change on a report card, 
but a profound transformation of 
institutional culture,” they con-
cluded. 

“The lesson from Paraguay is clear: 
the most powerful curricular inno-
vation is not always the one that 
incorporates the most technology, 
but rather the one that reclaims 
ethics as the central pillar of 
knowledge. Educational adminis-
trators now face the mission of 
transforming this legislation into a 
vibrant learning experience — one 
that turns every school into a 
sanctuary of respect and a driving 
force for change toward a more 
just and compassionate society.” 

“Paraguay has 

the opportunity 

to transform its 

schools into  

laboratories for 

social peace.”            

https://gestioneducativa.net/paraguay-integra-el-bienestar-animal-como-asignatura-obligatoria-y-redefine-la-formacion-ciudadana-desde-la-empatia/
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HUMANE EDUCATION… and THE LINK 

S teve Dale, the nationally-
syndicated radio host about 
animal behavior and welfare 

issues and a member of the Na-
tional Link Coalition’s Professional 
Advisory Committee, testified in 
March before the City of Chicago’s 
Committee on Public Safety. Dale, 
who broadcasts on Chicago’s WGN 
radio station, referenced The Link 
in speaking in support of a pro-
posal to hold animal cruelty 
offenders more accountable and 
in support of the city’s Animal 
Care & Control program. 

Citing statistics describing what 
Dale called “ the well-documented 
connection between animal 
abuse, domestic violence, child 
abuse, elder abuse, and other vio-
lent crimes,” he noted the unfor-
tunate reality that “Chicago does 

Link Cited in Call for Tougher Laws in Chicago 

French Humane Education Tools Include “Le Lien” 

O ur French counterpart or-
ganization, AMAH 
(Association contre la Mal-

traitance Animale et Humaine) has 
produced a pair of educational 
tools designed to increase fami-
lies’ awareness of what their dogs 
and cats need to be happy — and 
the actions, including those involv-
ing The Link (“Le Lien” in French) 
that make their lives difficult. 

Two posters titled “Violent Mon 
Maitre?” list, in a color-coded 
scale sliding from green to red, 
situations that cause a dog or a cat 
to lead a good life or a difficult  
one. The lists start out with needs 
for fresh food, water, shelter, vet-
erinary care, and grooming. At the 
bottom of each list, in deep red, 
are three Link-based symptoms of 
maltreatment (as translated into 
English): 

• My master threatens/hits the 
humans I live with. 

• My master threatens to kill 
me if my mistress leaves. 

• I am a victim of zoocriminal 
acts, including rape. 

The posters accompany an educa-
tional guide to pet care and in-
structions on how to report abuse 
if you are a victim or a witness. 

AMAH Founding President Anne-
Claire Gagnon tells The LINK-Letter 
that the informational materials 
also include a guide 
to train veterinari-
ans to be alert for 
signs of possible 
animal abuse. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT… and THE LINK 

not currently 
have a domestic 
violence shelter 
that allows fami-
lies to 
flee with their 
pets. While PAWS Chicago and 
Anti-Cruelty can temporarily 
house animals, most people want 
to escape with their entire family. 
Many victims don’t escape the 
violence because they have no-
where to go with their pets. We 
must do better.” 

The proposal, which would in-
crease animal cruelty fines to 
$5,000 with higher penalties for 
repeat offenders, passed the com-
mittee and went to the full City 
Council. 

https://stevedalepetworld.com/blog/animal-abuse-must-be-taken-more-seriously/
https://stevedalepetworld.com/blog/animal-abuse-must-be-taken-more-seriously/
https://www.amah-asso.org/
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SOCIAL WORK… and THE LINK 

Why Do Social Work Ethics, Training and Practice Ignore Animals? 

W  hy should social workers care about ani-
mal welfare? 

That’s the key question raised in a provoc-
ative article that extensively cites Link literature in ar-
guing that the National Association of Social Workers’ 
Code of Ethics and the Council on Social Work Educa-
tion’s curriculums are so anthropocentric that by ig-
noring the impact of human-animal interactions and 
acts of violence the profession itself is actually oppres-
sive. 

Paul J. Silverberg at Tulane University argues that the 
absence of references to human-animal interactions in 
the moral and professional framework of the Code of 
Ethics is a glaring omission. A more inclusive value sys-
tem that is not limited to just the human species, he 
argues, would be more just and complete and help to 
advance the cause for the rights and wellbeing of non-
human animals on a wider national as well as interna-
tional scale. 

“From a human-centric perspec-
tive, it is also well-known, for ex-
ample, that animal cruelty is a key 
indicative behavior for human 
violence and criminality in gen-
eral,” he writes. “Despite this re-
lationship, social workers do not 
typically assess for animal abuse 
in the field, an oversight which 
can furthermore put our human 
clients at risk. Moreover, compan-
ion animals often play an im-
portant role in the lives of our 
clients and patients – and this has 
far too often been overlooked 

when examining psychosocial factors such as family 
systems, support, stressors, trauma, as well as death 
and dying.” 

Social work’s failure to include animals results in con-
fusion and suboptimal practice while encountering 
them – and the humans whose lifestyles and decisions 
are intertwined with them -- in the field. “For this de-
mographic of Americans, these companion animals 
may hold a central place within the family system and 
thus are an important part of the lives of our clients 
and patients,” he continues. “Is this in itself not a rea-
son for a more progressive, open-minded stance to-
wards animal welfare and expanded (i.e., nonhuman) 

notions of justice 
in the social work 
profession?” 

He describes the 
shared history of 
social welfare and 
animal welfare, 
such as early Links 
between child and 
animal protection, 
and the more re-
cent coexistence 
between domestic 
violence and ani-
mal abuse. “For 
social workers focused in on their human clientele, this 
should have meaning on multiple levels – from a (1) 
treatment perspective, (2) to reporting, (3) to structur-
al matters within the shelter system – such as the need 
for more facilities to be pet friendly,” he notes. “Yet, 
these glaring gaps remain.” 

He criticizes the field because despite a considerable 
body of research documenting the physical, psycholog-
ical and social benefits of human-animal interaction 
and the critical Link between interpersonal violence 
and animal abuse, these topics are not typically a part 
of mainstream social work education and training, 
“which is a significant detriment to the individuals and 
families that we work with.” 

Social work has always been a progressive field that 
has advocated for the rights of the oppressed, the 
marginalized, and those within society without a voice, 
he concludes. Social work continues to evolve, and has 
already added “environmental social work” and incor-
porates big ideas and concepts from such other fields 
as psychology, nursing, education, sociology, econom-
ics, and law. But by ignoring “the global oppression of 
trillions of terrestrial and aquatic animals per year,” 
social work ethics as currently defined is in itself op-
pressive and a prejudiced form of justice favoring 
those in power (i.e., human beings). 

-- Silberberg, P.J. (2023). Animal ethics, animal welfare, 
and speciesism: Considerations for social work.                       

International Journal of Social Work Values and Ethics,          
20(2), 72-111. https://doi.org/10.55521/10-020-206  

“Social workers 

do not typically 

assess for ani-

mal abuse in 

the field, an 

oversight 

which can put 

our human       

clients at risk.”        

 — Paul J.           

 Silberberg           

https://doi.org/10.55521/10-020-206
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ELDER ABUSE… and THE LINK 

Atlanta D.A. Organizes Animal/Adult Protection Collaboration 

O ne of the few multi-disciplinary teams ad-
dressing The Link between elder abuse 
and animal abuse is taking action steps in 

Atlanta, where Fulton County District Attorney Fani 
T. Willis has organized an Elder Abuse, Neglect, & 
Exploitation Multidisciplinary Team (EMDT) to im-
prove detection and intervention strategies for 
cases involving older adults subjected to financial 
exploitation and various forms of abuse. Fulton 
County Animal Services is one of 15 core members 
and supporting organizations that are building 
more collaboration between adult protection, ani-
mal protection, domestic violence, law enforce-
ment, and judicial officials to protect elders. 

The Fulton County 
EMDT meets quarterly 
to exchange information 
about resources, tools, 
and services within their 
respective organizations 
that are pertinent to 
elder wellbeing or sup-
portive of case investi-
gations. EMDT members 
have also implemented 
a community education 
program by delivering 

Elder Abuse Prevention presentations at senior 
facilities throughout the county. 

Multiple issues were identified in a report such as 
the need for additional cross-reporting, specialized 
training on elder abuse, polyvictimization, and pri-
oritizing coordinated support services rather than 
prosecution. An entire section of the team’s report 
focuses on animals and elder abuse: 

“Emerging evidence points to a significant connec-
tion between animal cruelty and elder abuse in 
Fulton County, similar to the Link between animal 
cruelty and other crimes against people. This rela-
tionship is often overlooked, yet cases show a high 
frequency of coercive control where abusers ex-
ploit seniors’ bonds with their pets through 
threats, neglect, or actual harm to instill fear and 
compliance,” the report states.  

“In 2025, among seniors who reported both a com-

panion animal in the home and an 
abuser known to them, the animal 
was used as a tool of abuse in eve-
ry case where data was available. 
This pattern indicates that animals 
can serve as instruments of control 
for abusers and act as key indica-      D.A. Fani T. Willis   

tors of increased risk to both the senior and the pet.” 

The report’s findings mirror what has long been known 
in the domestic violence/animal abuse Link:  

“Seniors may stay with an abuser out of fear of losing 
their pet, either because they cannot care for the ani-
mal alone, because housing restrictions prohibit pets, 
or because leaving could mean losing a vital source of 
companionship. Companion animals lessen loneliness, 
promote physical activity, reinforce daily routines, and 
foster social connections, all of which protect older 
adults.,” the report continues. 

“To improve safety for people and animals, measures 
such as implementing standardized screening for pet-
related coercion into elder abuse assessments, estab-
lishing cross-reporting and referral protocols among 
Adult Protective Services, law enforcement, domestic 
violence organizations, animal services, and veterinari-
ans, along with expanding pet-inclusive safety plan-
ning, temporary foster and boarding programs, and 
pet-friendly shelters should be considered.” 

The report calls for targeted training, public education, 
and enhanced data collection on pet-related abuse 
dynamics that can help define the scope, guide re-
source allocation, and strengthen prevention and in-
tervention efforts. It also calls for further research and 
a coordinated response. 

The EMDT is already piloting these and other recom-
mendations by developing a detailed organizational 
framework, maintaining regular case review meetings 
to encourage collaboration, and engaging in communi-
ty outreach to share information. Ongoing efforts will 
focus on understanding the connection between ani-
mal abuse and elder victimization and using that 
knowledge for prevention. “Such programs should en-
compass scam awareness, the psychological effects of 
aging, and the lLnk between animal cruelty and elder 
victimization,” it concludes. 

— Fulton County District Attorney (2026). Elder Abuse,  
Neglect, & Financial Exploitation Multidisciplinary Team. 

Atlanta: Fulton County District Attorney’s Office. 

“Animals can serve 

as instruments of 

control for abusers 

and act as key indi-

cators of increased 

risk to both the sen-

ior and the pet.”  

— Fulton Co, EMDT 
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THE LINK in THE LITERATURE 

“Ecologies of Violence” Develop 
in Public Health Emergencies 

T he two-way interface between acts of violence 
and public health emergencies is part of what 
Brazilian researchers called the “ecologies of 

violence” that can affect humans an animals in “urban 
peripheries” where both are victims of violence and 
where pathogens and opportunities for zoonotic spillo-
ver appear.  

The researchers, based in the 
medical and veterinary medical 
faculties at the University of São 
Paulo, addressed five pathogenic 
processes of the ecologies of vio-
lence in urban peripheries during 
the Covid pandemic: urban            

Oswaldo Santos Baquero  capitalism; forced displacement 
and occupations; unhoused situations; imprisonment; 
and families and domestic environments. Using data 
from a low-income urban settlement in São Paulo, they 
explored the violence that aggravates and is aggravat-
ed by health emergencies triggered by infectious dis-
eases. 

Echoing multiple studies that reported increased rates 
of domestic and animal abuse during the pandemic, 
they noted that the fear of consequences for those 
who consider seeking help and for other victims, or 
potential victims, discourages people from seeking 
shelter, and even more so from reporting aggression. 
Exacerbating this dilemma is that shelters’ refusal to 
accept  animals acts as a further barrier. 

“Since the fear of what might happen to their compan-
ions may dissuade the victims from seeking help, the 
bond between humans and their animal companions 
works as a form of coercion in such cases,” they wrote. 

They also addressed the restricting absence 
of pet-friendly shelters for Brazil’s homeless 
populations. The affective bonds between 
humans and their animal companions are 
particularly important in unhoused situations since 
these bonds provide mutual support and care for hu-
mans and other animals alike, they added. 

-- Santos Baquero, O., Aparecida da Silva, S.C., & Faria, J.A. 
(2025). Ecologies of violence in urban peripheries in times 

of multispecies health emergencies.                                                  
Physis – Revista de Saude Coletiva 35(2).                                                                     

https://doi.org/10.1590/S0103-73312025350201en   

C iting several Link-themed publications that de-
scribe the veterinarian’s role in detecting and 
responding to animal abuse, a new study from 

The Netherlands is reporting that animal shelter staff 
and adopters both believe that behavioral signs of 
fear, such as fear of the owner, are relevant indicators 
of possible abuse. However, possible behavioral signs 
of animal abuse are understudied, in contrast to ex-
tensive studies of behavioral signs of child abuse. 

Ineke van Herwijnen and col-
leagues in the University of 
Utrecht Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine wrote that timely and 
adequate recognition of animal 
abuse is as important to animal 
welfare as it is to child abuse.  

However, studies on behavioral 
signs of animal abuse have          

Ineke van Herwijnen             received less attention than the 
physical signs, perhaps because behavioral signs are 
less likely than physical signs to show up in a veteri-
nary clinical setting. An animal shelter setting may be a 
more appropriate venue for future studies, they 
wrote. 

Person-specific fear was indicated by shelter staff and 
animal adopters as a more accurate indicator of ani-
mal abuse than aggression, problems with human-
social bond formation and person-specific pleasing 
behavior.                   

The authors wrote that the findings indicate a possible 
use of behavioral signs in studying animal abuse 
among a broader population. They suggested that to 
further assess the validity of animal behavioral signs as 
a source of animal abuse recognition, future studies 
will need to observe animals known to have previously 
suffered abuse. 

-- van Herwijnen, I.R., Reinders, N., Buis, 
E.M., & Vinke, C.M. (2026).                              

Abuse recognition by shelter staff and     
shelter animal adopters.                                       

PLoS One 21(3): e0343066.                                            
https://doi.org/10.1371/ journal.pone.0343066 

Dutch Study Examines Behavioral 
Signs of Child and Animal Abuse  

https://doi.org/10.1590/S0103-73312025350201en
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Growing GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS in “Link Deserts” 

W hen the National Link Coalition was created in 2008, we could not envision how rapidly our premise would 
inspire others in foreign countries and gain traction on a global scale. Within a few years, similar Link 
groups began to emerge, primarily in Eurocentric and Western nations: Sweden, the UK, Portugal, Spain, 

Canada, Latin America, Japan, Australia, France, Italy, and others. 

Our American experiences, programs , research and legislation have inspired a worldwide network of academic and ad-
vocate changemakers for systemic pet welfare initiatives that prevent animal cruelty more effectively by demonstrating 
how it also impacts human well-being. The LINK-Letter has been instrumental in nurturing this progress and channeling 
this dramatic growth: over 20% of our multidisciplinary readers are in 86 countries;  93 of the 349 articles published in 
2025 (26.6%) covered news and research in “Link Deserts” and other foreign countries.  

Here are a few recent examples of how our efforts are succeeding: 

AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND: Continued its groundbreak-
ing work by publishing 14 articles (including one from the 
National Link Coalition) urging the inclusion of the human-
animal bond and animal abuse in social work training and 
practice.  

AUSTRALIA: Parliament added the welfare of companion 
animals to what courts must consider in divorce case dispo-
sitions. Tasmania now defines animal abuse as family vio-
lence or coercive control. New South Wales affirmed a reso-
lution that animals are also victims of domestic and family 
violence. 

BELGIUM: A Link training module was developed for vet-
erinary students. 

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA: A criminology student con-
ducted that country’s first research on the complex interac-
tions of violence against humans and animals and the in-
consistencies of criminal law prosecutions that hinder effec-
tive protections. 

BRAZIL researchers reported: a Link between animal 
hoarding cases and human and animal fatalities from fires; 
a Link between cockfighting, child abuse and domestic vio-
lence; and a tool for veterinarians to identify animal cruelty 
in homes with domestic violence. 

CZECH REPUBLIC researchers reported that domestic vio-
lence is a cause for people to become homeless, and be-
cause these individuals’ emotional bonds with pets can be 
very strong more homeless shelters should allow pets to 
remove a barrier to finding shelter. 

ECUADOR, experiencing high rates of intimate partner vio-
lence, reported that animal maltreatment by abusive part-
ners operates in parallel with intimate partner violence, 
particularly in the societal norms of a machista culture. 

FINLAND farmers’ rationalizations and denials of animal 
abuse were found to be similar to those employed by do-
mestic violence abusers, suggesting similarities and connec-
tions between domestic violence and animal abuse. 

FRANCE convened its first conference on animal abuse for 
veterinarians.  

 

HUNGARY: Veterinarians conducted that nation’s first 
study of public attitudes towards animal sexual abuse, ob-
serving that “zoophilic acts often serve as a predictor for 
other criminal offenses, and perpetrators of such acts are 
frequently observed to commit additional crimes, as well.” 

INDIA is training police officers and calling for more strin-
gent anti-cruelty laws based on how people who harm ani-
mals often hurt more animals and humans. 

INDONESIA: Psychologists conducted that nation’s first 
study of childhood acts of animal cruelty as a crucial mark-
er for mental health that relates to Conduct Disorder and 
Antisocial Personality Disorder. 

IRELAND launched its first pet safekeeping program for 
domestic violence survivors. 

ITALY: Health and veterinary authorities are proposing a 
structured operational protocol to support multidisciplinary 
assessment and management of animal hoarding cases. 

JAPAN: Veterinarians reported they need more training 
on The Link. Other researchers found that pets are often 
killed in murder-suicide cases. 

KAZAKHSTAN: Researchers called for joint assessment and 
intervention programs between animal protection and do-
mestic violence services in describing animal abuse as “a 
growing public health concern” and “an early indicator of 
domestic violence,” especially when directed against pets. 

MEXICO enacted a law allowing courts to award custody 
of pets in the animals’ best interests during divorce proper-
ty settlements in recognition of pets’ emotional and social 
significance, particularly if they have been threatened as 
part of domestic violence’s coercive control. 

THE NETHERLANDS: The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at 
Utrecht University launched the Veterinary Forensic Expert 
Center “to prevent more serious abuse from occurring in 
the future.” 

   (Continued on Page 14) 
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Growing GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS in “LINK DESERTS” 
(Continued from Page 13) 

NIGERIA: Researchers called for taking animal cruelty 
more seriously as it is a form of violence whose study will 
help give insight into other social vices and results in more 
stray dogs and rabies epidemics. 

PARAGUAY mandated the inclusion of Animal Welfare as 
a distinct core curriculum topic in primary and secondary 
education based on the underlying premise that the recog-
nition that cruelty toward animals often serves as an early 
indicator of violent behavior within society. 

THE PHILIPPINES: A prominent newspaper columnist pub-
lished “Dark Link Between Animal and Human Abuse”, 
citing Link statistics in calling for support of a Senate bill 
that would enact stricter standards, harsher penalties, and 
a national Animal Welfare Task Force that “could help pre-
vent future crimes against animals and humans alike.” 

PORTUGAL: A study of mothers and children in domestic 
violence shelters reported the beneficial aspects of animal-
assisted interventions.  

ROMANIA: We conducted a podcast with animal welfare 
advocates trying to establish a Link coalition. 

SERBIA: Researchers called for more severe sentences in 
animal cruelty convictions due to the fact that scientific 
research and practice have shown that violence against 
animals often leads to violence against people and that 
punishing perpetrators actually protects both animals and 
people. Two studies gave veterinarians guidance on how to 
recognize non-accidental injury committed by juveniles in 
a country where “The social and legal responses to crimes 
of animal abuse committed by juveniles and children are 
often inadequate or entirely absent.” 

SOUTH KOREA: Veterinarians recommended that they 
receive training and legal protections to be mandated to 
report suspected animal abuse to fill a crucial gap in ethical 
responsibilities and as a way to improve animal protection. 
A women’s study journal proposed four recommendations 
to protect human and animal survivors of domestic vio-
lence.  

SPAIN: Canary Islands veterinary students’ attitudes about 
animal abuse were explored. Another study cited The Link 
in calling for more training in veterinary forensics.  

THAILAND: Veterinarians and prosecutors need a more 
integrated approach and harmonized protocols to address 
pet abuse and animal welfare enforcement. 

TURKEY’s courts are having a national discussion about 
awarding pet custody in divorce settlements following a 
case that may set a precedent for treating companion ani-
mals as family members rather than property. The need for 
veterinary forensics and Link training was cited to better 
protect animals. Link issues were found to be part of veteri-
nary pathology cases.  

UNITED KINGDOM: Pilot programs are introducing the 
first Veterinary Social Work programs in Jersey and North-
ern Ireland. 100% of police departments now include Link 
information and resources on their websites. 

And Here’s What Researchers Are Telling Us... 

UKRAINE: "Veterinary forensics in foreign countries is actively developing as an independent field of veterinary medicine, which is 
largely driven by increased awareness of animal cruelty and the establishment of a link between such acts and violence against 
humans.”    

ARGENTINA: “Thank you very much for your interest in our work and for helping to raise awareness of this important issue. We 
highly value your outreach and engagement. Research on the intersection of domestic violence and animal welfare is of great im-
portance. Unfortunately, this area has not yet been sufficiently developed in our country, and we hope to contribute more sub-
stantially to it in the future. We sincerely appreciate your willingness to share The Link’s resources with us.” 

INDIA: “Addressing animal abuse as a potential sentinel indicator of broader family and community violence is an area that ur-
gently needs greater research, policy attention, and public sensitization in India. Understanding animal abuse as part of the broader 
continuum of human violence can significantly strengthen prevention, early intervention, and protection frameworks.”    
 

ITALY: “The Link between animal abuse and human violence remains largely unexplored in Italy: the available evidence is still ex-
tremely limited and confined to very specific disciplinary contexts. We warmly welcome the opportunity to access the resources 
made available by the Coalition and are open to considering possible forms of collaboration that may help strengthen awareness 
and research on the Link in the Italian context.” 
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Growing GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS 

D escribing how “numerous international stud-
ies show a strong Link between animal abuse 
and violent crimes against humans,” an op-ed 

in the March 14 Star Malaysia newspaper encouraged 
readers to treat animal cru-
elty as a serious crime ra-
ther than a minor offense, 
and called on lawmakers 
and judges to strengthen 
enforcement as a way to 
deter future offenders. 

In “More bite needed 
against abusers,” animal 
welfare advocate Tan Sri Lee 
Lam Thye wrote that alt-
hough Malaysia’s 2015 Ani-
mal Welfare Act allows for 
stiff fines and imprisonment, courts generally hand 
down only minimal fines, resulting in “a frustrating gap 
between the Act and its actual enforcement.” 

Malaysian Op-Ed Cites Link in Call for Tougher Enforcement 

The op-ed emphasized that: 

•     Animal cruelty reflects a moral failing in society   
 and erodes our collective compassion. 

• A society that ignores cruelty to animals risks         
normalizing violence in other forms. 

• When Parliament enacts tough laws, it reflects the 
will of the people. If courts consistently impose 
minimal penalties, the deterrent effect is weak-
ened. Lenient sentences may embolden offend-
ers. 

•    A meaningful sentence serves three purposes:        
 punishment, deterrence, and public confidence in 
 the justice system. Without adequate sentencing, 
 the law becomes symbolic rather than effective. 

“Animal cruelty is sometimes viewed as a low priority 
misdemeanor. The courts should instead 
view animal abuse as a precursor to social 
instability or future violence against hu-
mans,” the op-ed concluded. 

ANIMAL SEXUAL ABUSE...and THE LINK 

Norwegian Podcast Investigates “The Dog Brothel” 

T he issue of animal sexual 
abuse is being raised in 
Norway, where the nation-

al broadcaster NRK published a 
three-episode podcast recently on 
sexual abuse of dogs, called The 
Dog Brothel (Hundebordellet) in-
spired by investigations by the 
news outlet Nidaros into 260 
members of the Zooville animal 
abuse forum. 

Police opened an investigation but 
after six months were unable to 

find out who 
was behind the 
group and the 
case was          
dropped. In May 
2024, the           

Anja Vaskinn              Storting parlia-
ment approved a proposal to 
make possessing and sharing  ani-
mal abuse material a criminal 
offense. The Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Food proposed amend-
ments. All responses were posi-

tive and several respondents be-
lieved that criminalization will in-
crease the focus on the problem.  

Anja Vaskinn, senior researcher at 
the Regional Competence Center 
for Security, Prison and Forensic 
Psychiatry at Oslo University Hos-
pital, tells The LINK-
Letter that the topic 
aroused disbelief, dis-
gust and anger.  

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2026/03/14/more-bite-needed-against-abusers
https://radio.nrk.no/podkast/radiodokumentaren/sesong/hundebordellet
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USA—FEDERAL BILLS 

H.R. 712, the Child and Animal Abuse 
Detection and Reporting Act, would 

direct the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to include data on animal abuse 
in the National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS) clearinghouse  for 
information relating to child abuse and 
neglect. 

H.R. 1477, the Animal Cruelty  
Enforcement (ACE) Act, would es-

tablish an Animal Cruelty Crimes Section 
within the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Environment and Natural Resources Divi-
sion. 

H.R. 3683,  the FBI Animal Cruelty 
Taskforce Act, would establish an ani-

mal cruelty crimes taskforce within the FBI 
to investigate and enforce federal laws, 
including cases of dogfighting, cock-
fighting, and crush videos.  

H.R. 3946,  the Fighting Inhumane 
Gambling and High-risk Traffick-
ing (FIGHT) Act would make it illegal to 

engage a minor under age 16 in animal 
fighting ventures, including cockfighting. 

H.R. 4921, the Providing for Un-
housed People and Pets (PUPP) 
Act,  would authorize the Secretary of 

Agriculture to make grants to modify and 
upgrade structures to serve as interim and 
permanent housing to accommodate un-
housed individuals with pets. 

H.R. 7544, the Illegal Alien Ani-
mal Abuser Removal Act , would 

make any illegal alien convicted of animal 
cruelty or fighting subject to immediate 
deportation. 

H.R. 7567, the Farm, Food and 
National Security Act of 2026 
(the “Farm Bill”) would reauthorize 

Protecting Animals With Shelter funding 
of $3,000,000 annually through 2031.to 
make domestic violence shelters pet-
friendly  

ARIZONA 

HB 2995, which would allow courts to 

include a history of domestic violence 
coercive control in determining child 
custody and parenting time, would add to 
the definition of coercive control 
“threatening to harm or kill an animal 
that a person, child or relative has an 
emotional bond with.” Arizona already 
includes acts of animal cruelty within its 
definition of domestic violence. 
 

HB 2997 would impose additional pen-

alties for individuals who commit acts of 
animal abuse or neglect in the presence 
of a minor. 

 
SB 1587 would allow parties to a disso-

lution of marriage to enter into an en-
forceable agreement or ask the court to 
enter an order regarding the possession 
or care of a companion animal and out-
line factors the court is to consider. It 
would create a rebuttable presumption 

that service animals should remain with 
the party for whom they provide a service. 
“Companion animals” would be defined as 
including pets, service animals, and ani-
mals acquired for business purposes. 
 

CALIFORNIA 
AB 119 would require the Department of 

Social Services to develop a standardized 
curriculum for mandated reporters of child 
abuse, which include animal control offic-
ers.  
 
SB 1276 would extend existing provi-

sions prohibiting the production and distri-
bution of online sexual content, including 
animal sexual abuse, involving a minor to 
also prohibit the downloading or stream-
ing of that sexual content. 

 
COLORADO 

HB 26-1131 would give courts authority 

to make determinations for the care and 
custody of pet animals in proceedings for 
dissolution of marriage and legal separa-
tion, taking into account the health, safe-
ty, well-being, comfort, and best interest 
of the pet. The court's decision would also 
include whether either party has com-
mitted abuse, cruelty, neglect, or violence 
toward an animal or human. It would also 
permit a court to award temporary custo-
dy and care of a pet animal when issuing 
an emergency protection order. 

 

LEGISLATION… and THE LINK 

A dozen state legislatures have adjourned; others are busily working on proposed legislation in their 2026 sessions. 
We’re following 196 new and carried-over measures:  

Purple bills address domestic violence and pet protection orders                                                                   
Dark blue bills address child abuse and maltreatment                                                                                                
Grey bills address abuse of the elderly and disabled                                                                                                                        
Pink bills address animal sexual abuse                                                                                                                                                   
Green bills address cross-reporting among animal care & control, veterinary and human services processionals          
Orange bills address court-appointed advocates for animals                                                                                                                
Red bills address animal hoarding                                                                                                                 
Brown bills address psychological assessments, interventions and treatments for animal cruelty offenders                             
Light blue bills address animal abuse Linked with other crimes 

Please join us in following their progress and alert us to any additional bills we may have missed!   

Note: Inclusion of a bill does not necessarily imply our endorsement of the measure or its specific language, but is 
included to demonstrate the breadth of proposals and the increased interest by legislators for laws addressing The 
Link between animal abuse and other crimes and acts of interpersonal violence.   
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CONNECTICUT 

H.B. 5264 would expand “Desmond’s 

Law’s” provisions allowing courts to ap-
point an advocate in proceedings concern-
ing the welfare or custody of a dog or cat 
to all defined companion animals. It would 
also expand 3rd-degree assault to include 
domestic animals, and establish an animal 
abuse task force. 

S.B. 318 would require the State Veteri-

narian to identify animal rescue organiza-
tions, dog pounds and animal control facil-
ities that could serve as an immediate 
point of contact for domestic violence 
victims needing to place their companion 
animals in the care of another due to such 
circumstances.  The list would be distribut-
ed to the Connecticut Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, police departments, 
and animal facilities. 

FLORIDA 

SB 468 and HB 921 died when the 
Legislature adjourned. They would 

have required veterinarians, technicians 
and other employees to report suspected 
animal cruelty with exemption from crimi-
nal and civil liability, professional discipli-
nary action and employer retaliation for 
making reports in good faith. Medical rec-
ords could be released without violating 
confidentiality. Altering medical records 
would be a misdemeanor; failure to report 
would subject the veterinarian to discipli-
nary action.  

SB 676 and HB 559 would make it a 

felony for an adult to commit aggravated 
animal cruelty in the presence of a minor, 
or cause a minor to commit aggravated 
animal cruelty, animal fighting, or sexual 
activity with an animal 

SB 796 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have allowed the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine to rescind 
the registration of any veterinary profes-
sional associate, veterinary technician, or 
veterinary technologist who is convicted of 
animal cruelty or animal fighting. 

HB 277 and SB 682 would add animal 

cruelty to the statutory definition of do-
mestic violence and add a respondent’s 
intentional injuring or killing a family pet, 
service animal or emotional support ani-
mal or using the animal as a means of 
coercive control as grounds for issuing a 
protection order.  

GEORGIA 

HB 1409 would add animal service 

workers, animal control officers, humane 
society employees, animal cruelty investi-
gators, and animal shelter personnel to 
the list of professions mandated to report 
suspected child abuse to the Division of 
Family and Children Services. 

SB 102 would extend existing prohibi-

tions against dogfighting to include cock-
fighting, including: owning, training, trans-
porting, selling, charging admission, per-
mitting a minor to attend, or wagering on 
any cock for the purpose of fighting. 

 

HAWAI’I 

HB 698 would increase criminal penal-

ties for various forms of animal cruelty 

because “The legislature finds that 
animal cruelty offenders are a threat 
to the health and safety of all mem-
bers of our communities, especially 
vulnerable populations.  Recent re-
search has shown that animal cruelty 
is a predictive and co-occurring crime 
with violence against humans, includ-
ing children, intimate partners, and 
the elderly.” 

ILLINOIS 

HB 72 would amend the Code of Crimi-

nal Procedure to provide that a person 
with three or more pending charges for 
domestic battery, battery, violation of a 
protection order, criminal damage to 
household property, or felony animal 
cruelty that poses a real and present 
threat to the safety of any person or the 
community, may be classified as a habitual 
misdemeanant offender. 

HB 1903 would create the Human 

Trafficking Order of Protection Act that 
would include allowing courts to order 
respondents to stay away from, taking, 
harming, or disposing of any animal 
harmed by the petitioner. 

HB 1904 would require, rather than 

permit, courts to award petitioners costs 
and attorney’s fees if a civil no-contact 
order is granted. These orders include 
requiring the respondent to stay away 
from and not harm any animals. 

HB 3028 would expand the definition of 

prohibited dissemination of bestiality and 
other obscene sexual materials to include 
computer-generated images. 

HB 3367 and HB 4475 would allow 

courts to appoint attorneys or law stu-
dents to serve as special advocates in the 
interests of justice in any  criminal case 
involving a dog or cat. 

HB 4540, the “Companion Animal Cus-

tody Equity Act,” would consider the well-
being of a dog or cat during a possession 
dispute regardless of the marital status of 
the parties. 

SB 1716 would expand the definition of 

prohibited dissemination of bestiality and 
other obscene sexual materials to include 
the use of “end-to-end encryption mes-
saging systems or devices,” such as en-
crypted messaging and email services. 

SB 2091 would make it a felony to injure 

or kill a service animal. 

SB 2103 would expand protections 

granted to petitioners’ pets under Stalking 
No Contact Orders to Harassment No 
Contact Orders. 

 

INDIANA 

HB 1165 increases the 

penalty for animal cruelty from a Class A 
misdemeanor to a Level 6 felony if the 
offense is committed in the immediate 
presence of a minor. It also updates its 
unique “domestic violence animal cruelty” 
statute to now include abusing, abandon-
ing or neglecting an animal , as well as 
killing it, as a method of coercive control. 
It is a Class 6 felony. 

 

IOWA 

HF 227 and HF 869 would grant veteri-

narians immunity from administrative, 
criminal or civil liability for making good-
faith reports of alleged animal miscon-
duct. Veterinarians who knowingly make 
false reports would be subject to discipli-
nary action and civil liability and would be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

HF 670 would give juvenile courts juris-

diction in proceedings concerning a child 
under 17 years of age if the alleged 
offense is animal torture. 

SF 2159  would include bestiality among  

prohibited Internet materials considered 
harmful to minors 
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KANSAS 

HB 2707 would modify the definition of 

abuse in the Protection From Abuse Act 
to include acts or threats relating to pets, 
and allow courts to include pets in protec-
tion orders. Such orders could grant the 
plaintiff with  custody and control of the 
pets and restrain the defendant from 
harming or coming into contact with  the 
pets. 

 

KENTUCKY 

HB 125 would create new crimes of 

possession of a firearm by convicted do-
mestic violence abusers and subjects of 
domestic violence protection orders. 

HB 246  (“Kyan’s Law”) would re-

quire animal control officers to receive 
training on recognizing child abuse, with 
immunity for acting in good faith. Local 
government units can opt out of the train-
ing. 

HB 418 was attached as an amendment 

to SB 122. It requires courts determin-

ing child custody to consider whether 
there are allegations of domestic violence 
and abuse against either party; it would 
be a presumption that joint custody and 
equally shared parenting time would not 
be in the best interests of the child if  one 
party has committed two or more acts of 
domestic violence and abuse. Kentucky’s 
definition of domestic violence and abuse 
includes acts against animals intended as 
coercion, control, punishment, intimida-
tion, or revenge against a household 
member. 

HB 637 would require veterinarians to 

report if an animal for which they have a 
veterinarian-client-patient relationship 
has been abused.’’ 

 

LOUISIANA 

HB 126 would allow victims of sexual 

abuse to be accompanied by a facility 
dog. The dog would need to be obscured 
frtom the jury at all times 

 

MAINE 

LD 962 died in committee. It would 

have created a new crime of Aggravated 
Operating Under the Influence for causing 
the death of a pet. 

 

MARYLAND 

HB 282 and SB 182 would add 

“psychological harm” to the definition of 
abuse of a vulnerable adult, “the observa-
ble, identifiable and substantial impair-
ment of a vulnerable adult’s ability to 
function due to severe emotional distress 
caused by an intentional act or series of 
acts.” It is not clear whether threats to, or 
harm of, a vulnerable adult’s animal could 
be specifically categorized as psychologi-
cal harm. 

 

MASSACHUSETTS 

H.1817 and S.1206 would allow courts 

handling divorce settlements to consider, 
in assigning ownership, care and custody 
of a pet, “the best interests of the animal, 
including the animal’s health, safety, com-
fort and well being and whether any party 
or family member residing with any party 
has a history of abuse, cruelty or neglect 
to animals or humans.” 

H.1832 would update Sec. 21 of Chapter 

119 to add humane officers to the list of 
professions mandated to report child sex-
ual abuse. Currently, animal control offic-
ers are mandated to report, but not hu-
mane officers. 

S.1234 would make any parent who 

allows their child to subject an animal to 
cruelty or abuse without taking steps to 
prevent, discourage or correct the action: 
liable for a fine of up to $500; and re-
quired to undergo psychiatric evaluation. 
The child would be required to participate 
in psychiatric rehabilitation under a psy-
chologist who specializes in bullying. The 
family could be prohibited from having 
any unsupervised contact with animals 
and all current animals would be relocat-
ed to foster care. 

MICHIGAN 

HB 4300 would create a Courtroom 

Animal Advocate Program allowing judges 
to appoint a volunteer pro bono attorney 
or law student to represent the interest of 
the animal or of justice in prosecutions 
involving welfare or custody of animals. 

HB 4542 would make an individual re-

sponsible for the death or injury of a ser-
vice animal  liable for economic damages. 

HB 4648 would add sentencing en-

hancement points for causing the death of 
a companion animal during the commis-
sion of another crime. 

HB 4993 would require landlords to 

release tenants from their rental agree-
ment obligation upon presenting evidence 
of a reasonable apprehension of present 
danger to the tenant or the tenant's child 
from domestic violence, sexual assault or 
stalking. Acceptable documentation could 
include a protection order; Michigan has 
allowed pets to be included in protection 
orders since 2016.  

SB 111 (Sub. S-1) would allow elders 

and disabled and vulnerable adults to 
petition for a personal protection order 
that would include restraining an individu-
al from harming, killing, torturing, ne-
glecting, or removing an animal. 

 

MINNESOTA 

HF 1816 and SF 1163 would create a 

statewide Link-based Office of Animal 
Protection in the Department Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension to be more effec-
tive in enforcing animal cruelty laws that 
protect animals and people.   

HF 3696 and SF 3847 would expand 

the definition of a “crime of violence” to 
include conviction for felony animal cruel-
ty. 

HF 3946 and SF 4301 would amend 

the definition of domestic abuse to in-
clude “manifesting a purpose or intent to 
injure any pet or companion animal 
owned, possessed or kept by the family or 
household member.” 

 

MISSISSIPPI 

HB 730 died in committee. It would 

have removed the phrase “mankind” from 
the archaic definition of “the detestable 
and abominable crime against nature 
committed with mankind or with a beast”.  
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MISSOURI 

HB 1839, HB 2921, and HB 3025 
would impose civil penalties on commer-
cial entities that allow minors to harmful 
sexual material, including bestiality. 

HB 2292 and SB 899 would require 

animal control officers and animal hu-
mane investigators to report suspected 
elder abuse and child abuse. Child and 
adult protective services workers, psy-
chologists, mental health professionals, 
social workers, school counselors, educa-
tors, and law enforcement, probation and 
parole officers would be required to re-
port suspected animal abuse to a Missouri 
Animal Control Association hotline. All 
reporters would be exempt from civil and 
criminal liability for good-faith reporting. 
Reporters would have to complete one 
hour of training on The Link between ani-
mal and human abuse and how to identify 
and report suspected abuse. 

HB 3048 and SB 1497 would allow 

courts issuing protection orders, which 
already allow awarding care and custody 
of pets, to impose a ban on the respond-
ent from possessing or acquiring firearms. 

 

NEBRASKA 

LB 172 would expand the definition of 

child pornography, which includes expos-
ing children to online acts of bestiality, to 
include computer– or AI-generated visual 
imagery. 

LB 753 would allow courts hearing re-

quests for domestic violence protection 
orders, which include protections for and 
possession of pets, to allow existence of 
military protection orders issued against 
members of the armed forces to be 
offered as evidence of the respondent’s 
past conduct and the need for a protec-
tion order. 

LB 876, the Immediate Protection 
from Abuse Act, would allow law en-

forcement officers to issue an Immediate 
Protective Order against a restrained per-
son whom the officer has reasonable 
grounds to believe poses a threat of harm 
against the victim or family or household 
member. The order would require the 
restrained person to relinquish sole pos-
session of pets to the victim or household/
family member and to be prohibited from 
coming into contact with, harming or kill-
ing the animals. 

LB 1000 was indefinitely post-
poned. It would have increased penal-

ties for repeated violations of domestic 
violence protection orders, which include 
protections for and possession of pets. 

 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HB 1438 would require mental health 

caseworkers to report instances of animal 
abuse by their clients, to law enforcement 
or the NH SPCA. Reporters would not face 
monetary liability or cause of action for 
reports made in good faith. 

HB 1522 would expand the definition of 

domestic violence abuse (which already 
includes acts of animal cruelty) to add 
“coercive control” which would include 
acts intended to threaten, intimidate, 
harass, isolate, coerce, control, or compel 
compliance of a petitioner to reasonably 
fear for their physical safety, consisting of 
harming, or threating or attempting to 
harm, a petitioner’s child, relative, or 
animal.  

 

NEW JERSEY 

A 369 and S 1916 would establish a 

$1,000,000 Domestic Violence Shelter Pet 

Grant Program to provide funds to 
house pets in shelters with their own-
ers. Qualifying shelters could apply 
for up to $50,000 in grants. 

A 814 would expand the definitions of 

domestic violence, child abuse, elder 
abuse, and abuse of persons with a disa-
bility to include acts of animal cruelty 

against their animals. Veterinarians, vet-

erinary technicians, domestic violence 
investigators, employees of the Depart-
ment of Children & Families, employees of 
the Department of Human Services, Divi-
sion of Aging, police officers, and caregiv-
ers at residential health care facilities 
would be required to report suspected 
animal cruelty to law enforcement with 
civil and criminal immunity for reporting 
in good faith.  

A 1951 and S 405 would create a two-

year pilot program to allow courts to ap-
point a pro bono attorney or law student 
special advocate to represent the best 
interests of, and justice for, animals in 
cruelty cases.  

A 3809 and S 1150 would expand the 

definition of domestic violence to include 
psychological abuse. While threats against 
a person’s animals are not specifically 
included in the definition of domestic 
violence, courts are allowed to consider 
such acts as coercive control in determin-
ing whether to issue a protective order. 

S 2974 would require the Attorney 
General and the Administrative Direc-
tor of the Courts to add training about 
recognizing the indicators of coercive 
control to domestic violence training 
requirements for law enforcement 
officers, judges and court personnel. 
Under New Jersey law, threatening to 
harm or kill an individual’s pet is de-
fined as an indicator of coercive con-
trol by an abuser. 

 

NEW MEXICO 

SB 80 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have added harm 

or threatened harm to an animal within 
the definition of “abuse” under the Family 
Violence Protection Act, and allow courts 
to issue protection orders granting one 
party exclusive or shared possession and 
control of any animals and prohibiting one 
party from harming or taking the animals. 

 

NEW YORK 

A 599 would add acts of animal fighting, 

aggravated cruelty to animals, poisoning 
animals, injuring certain domestic animals, 
or harming a service animal to the defini-
tion of “serious offense” making it a crime 
to possess a firearm. 

A 640 and S 2296 would allow civil and 

criminal courts to order that a separate 
advocate be appointed to represent the 
animal’s interests and help ensure the 
well-being of any living animal victims. 



20 

Purple = Domestic Violence               

Dark Blue = Child Abuse                      

Grey = Elder/Disabled Abuse               

Pink = Animal Sexual Abuse             

Green = Cross-Reporting                 

Orange = Court Animal Advocates 

Red = Animal Hoarding                       

Brown = Assessments/Interventions         

Light Blue = Link & Other Crimes 

A 664, S 1044, S 1562, and S 1563, 
“Buster’s Law,” would prohibit per-

sons convicted of animal cruelty from 
possessing a companion animal until they 
have undergone psychiatric or psychologi-
cal counseling establishing their mental 
capacity and ability to humanely case for 
the animal.  

A 690 and S 3491 would increase pris-

on terms for acts of animal cruelty when 
committed in the presence of a child. 

A 730 and S 1205 would increase pen-

alties for animal fighting and aggravated 
animal cruelty and requires defendants 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty to 
undergo a psychiatric evaluation. 

A 740 would allow courts to take into 

consideration the well-being of a compan-
ion animal when determining custody of 
the animal during divorce and legal sepa-
ration proceedings. 

A 850 would create new crimes of 

“cruelty to animals to threaten, intimidate 
or harass” for intentionally injuring or 
killing, with no justifiable purpose, a com-
panion animal for the purpose of threat-
ening, intimidating or harassing a family or 
household member. Felony penalties 
would be enhanced if the act occurred in 
the presence of a child. 

A 897 would criminalize knowingly caus-

ing a minor to attend an animal fight. 

A 1391 and S 5544 would require per-

sons charged with enforcing laws prohib-
iting cruelty to animals to file a report 
when, in the performance of their duties, 
they have reasonable cause to believe 
that abuse or maltreatment of a child has 
also occurred. The bill would further pro-
vide that persons charged with the re-
sponsibility of filing a report of child abuse 
or maltreatment would also have to file a 
report of suspected animal cruelty.  

A 1432, A 1885 and S 5895 would 

relocate anti-cruelty statutes into the Pe-
nal Code from the Agriculture & Markets 
Law, where placement suggests that cruel-
ty is not a "real" crime since it is not in the 
penal law and diminishes the seriousness 
of such crimes. The memo describing the 
bill cites academic studies that “have 
found a clear link between animal cruelty 
during youth and violence against humans 
as an adult” and numerous documented 
studies that show that “there is a direct 
Link between acts of cruelty to animals 
and violence toward others, including 
child abuse, spousal abuse, elder abuse 
and other violent behavior.” 
 

A 1530 would establish “care and treat-

ment of service animals, therapy dogs and 
companion animals in residential pro-
grams for victims of domestic violence.” 
These would include allowing residents’ 
service animals and therapy dogs full ac-
cess to the shelters as long as they do not 
create an undue burden. 

A 1630 would amend provisions for the 

crimes of “sexual conduct with an animal,” 
a misdemeanor, and “sexual conduct with 
an animal resulting in injury or death,” a 
felony. Convicted offenders would be 
forced to relinquish all of their current 
animals and be permanently barred from 

keeping any animals, or residing, volun-
teering or working with animals. 

A 1689 cites the prosecution of animal 

cruelty as a way to protect public safety to 
require all New York State counties to 
have an assistant district attorney to over-
see animal crimes, as several counties in 
the state have already done. 

A 1693 and S 673 would establish the 

Housing People and Animals Together 
grant program to expand access for co-
sheltering victims of domestic violence 
and people experiencing homelessness 
with companion animals. 

A 1816, S 3158 and S 4633 would 

include animal fighting as a criminal act  
within the category of enterprise corrup-
tion crimes. 

A 1945 would enable veterinarians to 

earn continuing education credits for 
providing free veterinary care for individu-
als residing in domestic violence shelters. 

A 2387 and S 6812 would establish a 

24-hour toll-free animal abuse reporting 
hotline. 

A 3158 would require courts to require a 

mental health evaluation for offenders 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty or 
animal fighting. 

A 3206 and S 1159 would create a new 

category of “domestic violence crimes” to 
include interfering, harassing, intimi-
dating, or harming a family or household 
member’s service animal. 

A 3528 would make the commission of 

an act of  aggravated cruelty to animals in 
the presence of a child a Class D felony. 

A 4753 and S 1753, “Bella’s Law,” 

would require an investigation into possi-
ble domestic violence or abuse for per-
sons who have been accused of animal 
abuse. 

A 4899 and S 2280 would require law 

enforcement officers to conduct a lethality 
assessment as part of the standardized 
domestic incident report form. One ques-
tion to be asked on the assessment form 
would be “Did they ever threaten to kill 
you, your children, or your pets?” 

A 5815 and S 4613 would expand pro-

visions of the Family Court Act, the Crimi-
nal Procedure Law, and the Domestic 
Relations Law, which currently allow 
courts to order respondents to refrain 
from harming the companion animals of 
the petitioner or a minor child, to also 
grant petitioners exclusive care, control or 
custody of any animal. 

A 6194 and S 5998, “Kyra’s Law,” 
would require courts determining child 
custody and visitation rights to consider 
credible evidence that includes any party’s 
history of domestic violence, child abuse, 
and threats to harm or kill companion 
animals. 

A 6397 and S 7350 would expand the 

definition of aggravated animal cruelty to 
include causing serious physical injuries or 
the use of a weapon. 

A 7831, S 6986 and S 7010 would 

make it a crime to assault a child protec-
tive services worker by releasing or failing 
to control an animal with the intent to 
obstruct the completion of their duties. 

S 470 , “Kirby and Quigley’s Law,” 
expands aggravated animal cruelty to 
include harm to a companion animal dur-
ing the commission of a felony. 

S 1411 would require individuals convict-

ed of animal cruelty to undergo a psychi-
atric analysis and evaluation. 
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S 6880 would authorize  a lengthier pris-

on sentence for committing aggravated 
animal cruelty during an incident of do-
mestic violence. 

A 8375 and S 7612 would establish a 

co-shelter toolkit of best practices, re-
sources, case studies, and information to 
inform and encourage implementing and 
sustaining co-sheltering models for victims 
of domestic violence and persons experi-
encing homelessness with companion 
animals. 

S 8030 would require certain animal 

cruelty offenders to undergo a presen-
tencing forensic psychological evalua-
tion and, based on such evaluation, to 
attend counseling, humane education, 
a rehabilitation program, or other 
such treatment. 

S 8035 would expand protection or-
ders which allow courts to enjoin an 
individual from harming an animal to 
also allow courts to grant the petition-
er exclusive care, custody or control 
of the animal. 

S 8927 would direct courts consider-
ing the awarding of possession of a 
companion animal in a divorce settle-
ment to include: whether the animal 
was acquired before or during the 
marriage; which party generally pro-
vides the animal with veterinary care, 
social interaction and compliance with 
regulations; and which party has the 
greater ability to financially support 
the animal. 

S 9427 would define threats or harm 
to animals as coercive control. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

S 274 would repeal the archaic “crime 

against nature, with mankind or beast,,” 
and replace it with the crime of 
“bestiality” as a Class I felony. 

S 573 would require judges to order 

convicted companion animal hoarders to 
undergo psychological evaluation and 
treatment. 

S 591 would make it a Class H felony to 

bring a minor under the age of 18 to a  
dog– or cock-fight. 

OHIO 

HB 417 would require 2 hours of peace 

officers’ required 24-hour annual continu-
ing education to be dedicated to educa-
tion about laws governing animal welfare 
and cruelty. 

SB 265 would add a history of conviction 

for animal cruelty offenses to the other 
violations that would disqualify individuals 
from being allowed to foster or adopt a 
child. 
 

SB 393 would make it illegal to create, 

record, photograph, film, develop, repro-
duce, or publish any obscene material that 
depicts another person engaging in sexual 
conduct with an animal. Bona fide uses 
would be exempted. 
 

OKLAHOMA 
HB 2058 would expand provisions to 

include pets in domestic violence protec-
tion orders, to also include any adult vic-
tim of a crime with a need to prevent fur-
ther victimization. 
 

SB 1728 would add a new category of 

“coercive control”, which would include 
committing or threatening to commit cru-
elty to an animal that intimidates a house-
hold member, to the Protection From Do-
mestic Abuse Act.  
 

SB 1982 would add a new crime of 

“unlawful pornography” which would 
include images of sexual activity with an 
animal. 
 

PENNSYLVANIA 

HB 97 would recognize that “companion 

animals are living beings that are generally 
regarded as cherished family members 
that offer their owners companionship, 
security and assistance,” and as a “special 
category of personal property” need to be 
granted special consideration in the divi-
sion of property during marriage dissolu-
tion. Parties could enter into an enforcea-
ble agreement regarding the care and/or 
possession of companion animals, and the 
court shall consider all relevant factors. 

HB 1611 would amend the Older Adults 

Protective Services Act to prohibit adult 
care homes, assisted living, home health 
care agencies, long-term nursing care, 
older adult daily living centers, and hospi-
tals from employing someone within 20 
years of having been convicted of sexual 
abuse of animals or children, among other 
crimes. 

HB 1859  would allow courts to issue 

Extreme Risk Protection Orders, prohib-
iting persons with histories of domestic 
abuse or cruelty to animals from pos-
sessing firearms due to a substantial risk 
of suicide or causing the death of or seri-
ous bodily injury to another person. 

HB 1932 would expand Pennsylvania’s 

bestiality law to prohibit any form of sexu-
al contact with an animal as well as organ-
izing, promoting, aiding or participating in 
any such acts; committing such acts in the 
presence of a minor; and elevating the 
crime from a misdemeanor to a felony. 

HB 1933 would require veterinarians, 
technicians and assistants, humane 
societies, and animal control agencies 
to report suspected aggravated  ani-
mal cruelty to law enforcement, with 
immunity from civil and criminal liabil-
ity and state licensing action. 

HB 2018 would allow Domestic Violence 

Fatality Review Board investigators to 
access and review records of reports to 
local animal control agencies. 

SB 823 would allow state grants to law 

enforcement agencies to be used  to in-
vestigate and enforce animal fighting. 
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SB 906 would have the Department of 

Labor and Industry establish a Family and 
Medical Leave Fund allowing  employees 
to take paid leave for a qualifying act of 
violence. These would include “abuse of a 
vulnerable adult”, which would include an 
act of violence against that person’s ser-
vice or emotional support animal. 

 

RHODE ISLAND 

H 7133 would extend provisions for 

including household pets in protection 
orders to also allow courts to award plain-
tiffs custody of the animals and grant a 
restraining order or other injunctive relief 
if necessary. 

H 7194 and S 2723 would add crimes 
against companion animals to the 
definition of domestic violence under 
the Domestic Violence Prevention Act.  

S 2489 would include “coercive con-
trol,” including committing or threat-
ening to commit cruelty to animals 
that intimidates another, within the 
definition of “domestic abuse”. 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

H 3046, H4123 and S 919, the Pro-
tection of Minors from Pornogra-
phy and Obscenities Act, would 

close a loophole and make it illegal to 
expose children to sexual activity, which 
includes bestiality, that  is present in only 
part of materials. Currently, such acts 
must comprise the totality of the materi-
als. 

H 5505 would create a new crime of 

“sexual abuse of an animal”. South Caroli-
na already has an archaic statute criminal-
izing “buggery with mankind or with 
beast”. 

 

Purple = Domestic Violence               

Dark Blue = Child Abuse                      

Grey = Elder/Disabled Abuse               

Pink = Animal Sexual Abuse             

Green = Cross-Reporting                 

Orange = Court Animal Advocates 

Red = Animal Hoarding                       

Brown = Assessments/Interventions         

Light Blue = Link & Other Crimes 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

SB 81 clarifies the defini-

tion of the crime of harming a service 
animal belonging to a person with a disa-
bility to remove the requirement that the 
animal be in its harness at the time of the 
injury. It was signed into law on March 9. 

 

UTAH 

HB 23 would have increased the 
penalty for injuring, harassing or 
endangering a service animal 
from a misdemeanor to a felony, 
but that provision was deleted in an 
amended version that was signed into 
law.  

HB 341 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have made it a  

Class B misdemeanor to cause or allow a 
minor to attend a dogfight or a cock fight. 

SB 72 creates a new defi-

nition and standalone criminal offense of 
“obscene animal abuse material”; sepa-
rates animal sexual abuse from the cur-
rent definition of pornography; adds ani-
mal crushing to the offense of distributing 
obscene animal abuse material;  and en-
sures that obscene animal abuse material 
is treated throughout the code as porno-
graphic materials. 

SB 102 died when the Legislature 
adjourned. It would have added animal 

control officers to the list of professionals 
designated as first responders. 

SB 115 died in committee. It would 

have required animal control officers to 
report suspected child maltreatment to 
the Division of Child and Family Services if: 
there is a child in the home with the al-
leged abused or neglected animal; a child 
safety concern is observed during the 
animal abuse investigation; or if the of-
ficer takes “serious enforcement action” 
in a home with a child. All animal cruelty 
convictions would be reported quarterly 
to DCFS to determine if the conviction 
warrants a child abuse investigation. DCFS 
caseworkers investigating alleged child 
abuse or neglect would have been permit-
ted to report a concern of animal abuse or 
neglect to local animal control or law en-
forcement authorities. Veterinarians, who 
are already permitted to report suspected 
animal abuse, would have been protected 
from an employer’s prohibiting such re-
ports or penalizing the veterinarian mak-
ing the report. 

  

VERMONT 

H.492 would introduce “coercive con-

trol” into the animal cruelty context. Indi-
viduals who commit or threaten animal  
cruelty in order to influence a victim of 
domestic abuse would face additional 
penalties. 

H.578 would add engaging in sexual 

conduct with an animal in the presence of 
a minor or in which a minor is a partici-
pant to the crime of aggravated animal 
cruelty. 

H.841 would prohibit individuals from 

owning more than 35 non-neutered dogs. 

H.875 would expand the prohibition 

against promoting and possessing sexual 
content involving children, including besti-
ality, to include computer-generated im-
ages. 

 

VIRGINIA 

HB 208 died when the General 
Assembly adjourned. It would have 

added a new procedure for issuing “anti-
harassment” orders to existing provisions 
that already include granting possession 
of pets in protective orders. The anti-
harassment order would have protected 
the petitioner, family and household 
members and include granting the peti-
tioner possession of any companion ani-
mal. 

HB 266 died when the General 
Assembly adjourned. It would have 

created a new centralized system for re-
porting suspected child abuse and neglect, 
whereby reports would go to the state 
Department of Social Services rather than 
local departments. Virginia animal control 
officers are mandated reporters of child 
abuse and neglect with immunity from 
civil and criminal liability for reporting in 
good faith. 

HB 901 was sent to the Governor. It 

would allow courts to issue an  emergency 
substantial risk order against individuals 
believed to pose a substantial risk of per-
sonal injury to himself or others. The or-
der would include a ban on possessing 
firearms. Evidence courts could consider 
in issuing the order could include “any 
recent act of violence, force or threat by 
the subject of the petition toward an ani-
mal.”  
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SB 495 was sent to the Governor. It 

would allow courts to include recent acts 
of violence, force or threat toward an 
animal as cause for issuing an  Emergency 
Substantial Risk order prohibiting a re-
spondent under a protective order from 
possessing firearms for the duration of the 
order.  

 

WASHINGTON 

SB 6306, “providing equal protec-
tions for children and pets”, died 
when the Legislature adjourned. It 
would have required animal control offic-
ers to notify law enforcement when  they 
have probable cause to believe that a 
child is also present in a home and that 
circumstances affecting the animal may 
also affect the child. Children taken into 
custody as a result of these reports could 
not be returned home until a court has 
determined that the home is safe for both 
the child and the animal and a joint safety 
plan for both has been developed. 

 

WEST VIRGINIA 

HB 4130 and HB 5207 died when 
the Legislature adjourned. The bills 

would have established a new crime of 
hoarding of animals. Offenders would 
have faced misdemeanor fines of up to 
$500 and risk having their animals turned 
over to an animal shelter for proper care 
and relocation. 

HB 4412 was signed 

into law by the Governor on April 1. It 
establishes liability for publishers and 
distributors of sexual material harmful to 
minors, including “patently and sexually 
offensive” materials including bestiality. 

HB 4725 died when the Legisla-
ture adjourned. It would have added a 

new section to West Virginia Code 61-9-19 
(Crimes Against Chastity, Morality and 
Decency) to make the commission of a 
sexual act with an animal a felony, punish-
able by a fine of $1,000 to $5,000. 

HB 5322 and HB 5335 died when 
the Legislature adjourned. The bills 

would have made sexual abuse of an ani-
mal and related activities a misdemeanor; 
offenders with prior sexual abuse convic-
tions, or who cause serious bodily injury 
or death to the animal, or who engage a 
minor would have been guilty of a felony. 

HB 5419 died when the Legisla-
ture adjourned. It would have defined 

working law enforcement and Search & 
Rescue K-9s as law enforcement officers; 
assault or battery of an on-duty animal 
would be treated similar to a crime 
against a human law enforcement officer. 

SB 192 and SB 688 died when the 
Legislature adjourned. It would have 

created a new misdemeanor crime of 
Assault Upon a Service Animal and subject 
the offender to making financial restitu-
tion for costs. 

SB 714 died when the Legislature 
adjourned.  It would have allowed the 

Board of Veterinary Medicine to punish or 
suspend the license of veterinarians and 
technicians to practice upon conviction for 
acts of cruelty, abuse or sexual abuse to 
an animal or human. 

 

WYOMING 

HB 72 died in committee. It would 

have created a new crime of promoting 
obscenity to a minor that would have 
included depictions of sex between a hu-
man and an animal. 

 

CANADA 

Bill C-16, the Protecting Victims 
Act, would  amend the Criminal Code 
to create a new offence that prohibits 
engaging in a pattern of coercive or 
controlling conduct toward an inti-
mate partner, and also criminalize the 
distribution of visual representations 
of bestiality. 

Bill C-225 would extend the Uttering 

Threats offense of the Criminal Code from 
five to 10 years for intimate partner vio-
lence offenders who threaten to kill, injure 
or poison an animal or bird that is the 

property of that person. The new bill 
would recognize that animals are also 
at risk of harm in relationships where 
there is intimate partner violence.   
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The Link                                    
Training            
Calendar 

More and more organiza-

tions are recognizing the 

value of training their 

staffs, multi-disciplinary 

groups, and the general 

public that preventing and 

responding to animal 

abuse can prevent other 

forms of family and com-

munity violence. 

 

Here are some of the many 

training opportunities  

coming up — both in-

person and virtual — in 

coming months. Click on 

the underlined hyperlinks 

for specific details and reg-

istration information. 

 

If you’re conducting a Link 

training, please let us know 

at least a month in advance 

so we can include it in the 

Calendar. And if you’re 

looking for a speaker, 

please contact us so we can 

refer someone to you from 

our Speakers’ Bureau. 
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

April 15 — Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-
monthly meeting. 

April 15 — Statesville, N. Car.: Joyce Glass, Clarissa Noureddine, and Stasia Dempster will 
present “Animal Cruelty Cases and Stakeholders: Investigation, Prosecution, Resolution and 
The Link to Interpersonal Violence” at the NC Animal Cruelty Collaboration. 

April 19 — Whistler, B.C., Canada: Alexa Place will present results of the Edmonton SPCA’s 
Link humane education program at Humane Canada’s Summit for Animals.  

April 24-26 — Austin, Texas: Gillian Robles of Dallas Pets Alive will present “Keeping Families 
Together: Temporary Care Solutions in Times of Crisis” to help animal shelters provide foster 
care for pets of domestic violence survivors, and Janel Griffieth of Orphan Kitten Club will 
present “Understanding Domestic Violence to Better Support Survivors and Their Pets” at 
the Texas Unites for Animals Conference. 

April 29 — West Olive, Mich.: Allie Phillips will present “When Animal Abuse Links to Family 

Violence: Strategies for Safety” for Resilience: Advocates for Ending Violence. 

April  30 — Oakland, Calif.: Phil Arkow will present “Learn What the Monster Likes… and 
Feed It! Bridging the Animal Rights/Welfare/Control Gap by Focusing on The Link between 
Animal Abuse and Human Violence” for the Association of Professional Humane Educators. 

April 30 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets will hold a virtual presentation, One Health, Two 
Patients: The Human-Animal Bond in Homeless Health Services, with Seattle’s One Health 
Clinic to learn how integrating veterinary medicine and human healthcare can improve out-
comes for pet owners experiencing homelessness. 

May 5 — Las Vegas, Nev.: Phil Arkow will present “Kids, Critters & Drugs: Connecting the 
Dots between Child, Animal and Drug Abuse” at the National Alliance for Drug Endangered 
Children’s 26 National Conference. 

May 6 — Orlando, Fla.: Jessica Rock and other speakers will present at the International 
Society for Animal Forensic Sciences’ 2026 Animal ForensiCon. 

May 12-13 — Loretto, Penna. (online): The connections between human and animal trau-
mas in Israel, Gaza and Arab countries will be the focus of the “Shared Spaces: Reciprocity, 
Vulnerability and Healing in Human-Animal  Relationships” conference organized by St. Fran-
cis University.  

May 12-15 — Banff, Alta., Canada: The International Veterinary Forensic Sciences Associa-
tion will hold its 19th Annual Conference. 

May 14 — East Windsor, Conn. (online): Phil Arkow will present “The Link between Animals 
Abuse and Human Violence: Creating Safer Communities by Protecting Animals AND People” 
in a webinar for Connecticut for Animals. 

May 18-19,— Washington, D.C.: The National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges will 
conduct the 3rd Judicial Institute on the Human Animal Bond and the Link between Animal 
Cruelty and Interpersonal Violence: Issues in Family Law Cases at the George Washington 
University Law School.  

May 18-19 — Columbus, Ohio: Vicki Deisner, Aviva Vincent and Alana Van Gundy will pre-
sent on The Link at the Ohio Attorney General’s Two Days in May Conference on Victim As-
sistance. 

https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.ncanimalcrueltycollaboration.com/
https://humanecanada.ca/en/summit-for-animals
https://texasunites.cventevents.com/event/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/when-animal-abuse-links-to-family-violence-strategies-for-safety-registration-1984329374576?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.aphe.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tQL_ZbiFR666oNuixiwseQ#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tQL_ZbiFR666oNuixiwseQ#/registration
https://www.nationaldec.org/nadec26
https://animalforensics.vetmed.ufl.edu/training/2026-animal-forensicon/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScSXEd_ubXuDM1_riAZD0aqUfQl6IU9tfnB8WubdxlexU2oZQ/viewform?pli=1
https://www.ivfsa.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=167153&module_id=661511
https://www.ctforanimals.org/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/event/judicial-institute-on-the-human-animal-bond-and-the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-interpersonal-violence-issues-in-family-law-cases/
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Individuals-and-Families/Victims/Two-Days-in-May
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

May 18-21 — Dallas, Texas: Claire Coughlin and Nancy Blaney will present                                                                                                             
“Getting Everyone to Safety: Animal Abuse & Interpersonal Violence” at                                                                                                                         
the 2026 Conference on Crimes Against Women. 

May 19: Dallas, Texas: Allie Phillips will present "The Link between Animal                                                                              
Abuse & Family Violence: Investigation & Prosecution Strategies to Keep                                                                                                                  
Families Safe" at the Conference on Crimes Against Women.  

May 20 — Minneapolis, Minn.: Don't Forget the Pets will hold a                                                                                                                              
training workshop on how to create and sustain pet housing programs for                                                                                                                       
survivors of domestic violence and people experiencing homelessness.  

May 21 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets and the California Civil Rights                                                                                                                           
Department will present Fair Housing and Assistance Animals, discussing                                                                                                                                            
the laws that protect assistance animals of individuals with disabilities. 

May 28 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Bill Loucks will present a webinar on “The Intersectionality of Drugs, Dog Fighting, 
and Human Trafficking” for the Justice Clearinghouse.  

May 31 — Bloomington, Ill: Adam Stern will present three sessions  on veterinary forensics at the Prairie States Animal Welfare 
Conference. 

June 8-9 — Austin, Texas: Phil Arkow will present on The Link at a conference of central Texas Children’s Advocacy Centers. 

June 10 — (online): Don't Forget the Pets and Minnesota’s Alexandra House will present Fundraising and Storytelling for Pet-Safe 
Shelters, to explore how data, donor strategy, partnerships, and compelling storytelling can turn an idea into meaningful impact.  

June 17— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly meeting.  

June 27 — Tokyo, Japan (online): Sakiko Yamazaki and FRANCESCA Care Partner will conduct a webinar, “Applying the LINK to 
Practice to Protect both Humans and Animals: Cross-Reporting and Safe Haven Programs ,” for the Animal Literacy Research Insti-
tute. 

July 21 — Nashville, Tenn.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting Woman’s Best Friend: Assessing the Impact of ‘Pet Protection Or-
ders’” at the National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges’ 89th Annual Conference. 

July 28 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works from RedRover                                       
will present “Integrating Pets into Survivor-Centered Care” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Aug. 19 — Lakewood, Colo.: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting ‘Women’s Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-Inclusive 
Protection Orders” at the Colorado Animal Welfare Conference. 

https://conferencecaw.org/registration-2026/
https://conferencecaw.org/registration-2026/
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/minneapolis
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/spbG9B4dRTWQdNTvZZjD8w#/registration
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-intersectionality-of-drugs-dog-fighting-and-human-trafficking/
https://cdn.wildapricot.com/71628/resources/PSC/2026%20PSC%20Full%20Brochure.pdf?version=1771714891000&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOiBbeyJSZXNvdXJjZSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndpbGRhcHJpY290LmNvbS83MTYyOC9yZXNvdXJjZXMvUFNDLzIwMjYlMjBQU0MlMjBGdWxsJTIwQnJvY2h1cmUucGRmP3
https://cdn.wildapricot.com/71628/resources/PSC/2026%20PSC%20Full%20Brochure.pdf?version=1771714891000&Policy=eyJTdGF0ZW1lbnQiOiBbeyJSZXNvdXJjZSI6Imh0dHBzOi8vY2RuLndpbGRhcHJpY290LmNvbS83MTYyOC9yZXNvdXJjZXMvUFNDLzIwMjYlMjBQU0MlMjBGdWxsJTIwQnJvY2h1cmUucGRmP3
mailto:jennifer.murphy@cacbastrop.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5kleAyFSZmd-r-_PF-Pjw#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/K5kleAyFSZmd-r-_PF-Pjw#/registration
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f166
https://www.ncjfcj.org/event/89th-annual-conference/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/integrating-pets-into-survivor-centered-care/
https://awac.net/conference/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/contact-us-2
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Aug. 19— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its                                                                                                                    
regular bi-monthly meeting. 

Sept. 1 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Phil Arkow will present                                                                                                                                      
“Closing the ‘PAWS Gap’ in Victim Advocacy through Pet-Inclusive Services”                                                                                                                     
in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Sept. 17 — Canton, Ga.: Dan Ettinger will present “Foundations of Animal                                                                                                        
Hoarding, Cruelty, and Neglect” at the Southeastern Animal Control                                                                                                                                 
Association Conference. 

Oct. 1 — Allegan, Mich..: Allie Phillips will present on "“When Animal Abuse                                                                                                          

Links to Family Violence: Strategies for Safety” " for the Allegan County                                                                                                                   

Coordinating Council on Domestic Violence.  

Oct. 6 — Red Lodge, Mont. (online): Phil Arkow will highlight Link issues in rural areas in a webinar for Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence Services. 

Oct. 14-16— Toronto, Ont., Canada: Phil Arkow will present “Protecting ‘Woman’s Best Friend’: Assessing the Impact of Animal-
Inclusive Protection Orders at the International Association of Veterinary Social Work’s  9th Summit.  

Oct. 21— Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly meeting. 

Oct. 22 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Michelle Welch will present “The Investigation and Prosecution of Hoarding Cases” in 
a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Nov. 3 — Colorado Springs, Colo. (online): Danielle Works of RedRover will present  “Safety Planning with Pets” in a webinar for 
the Justice Clearinghouse. 

Nov. 6 — Raleigh, N. Car.: Phil Arkow will present “Another One Health Role for Veterinarians: Responding to Animal Cruelty and 
Other Family Violence” at the North Carolina Veterinary Conference. 

Nov. 25 — London, U.K.: Phil Arkow will speak at The Links Group UK’s  25th Anniversary celebration inaugurating 16 Days of Ac-
tivism 2026. 

Dec. 16 — Pennsylvania (online): The Keystone Link Coalition will hold its regular bi-monthly meeting. 

 

https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/events/
https://www.saca-conference.org/conference2025
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
https://dsvsmontana.org/
https://dsvsmontana.org/
https://www.iavsw.org/summit
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-investigation-and-prosecution-of-hoarding-cases/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/safety-planning-with-pets/
https://www.ncveterinaryconference.com/
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/events/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
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THE LINK… in the NEWS (as if we need more proof…) 

T 
hree suspects were arrested 

on charges of dogfighting 

and narcotics, weapons and 

probation offenses after Jackson 

County, Miss. Sheriff’s deputies raid-

ed a facility on a secluded wooded 

property in Vancleave and confiscated 67 dogs be-

lieved to have been used in dogfights. WLOX-TV re-

ported that Sheriff John Ledbetter said the dogs were 

in rough shape with broken bones, scratches, gouges, 

homemade stitches using staples,  and substantial 

cuts. Princeton Knox, 45, was charged with dog-

fighting and possession of controlled substances; Tra-

cy Daniels,63 was charged with conducting or pro-

moting a dogfight. Jaswan Butler, 29, a convicted fel-

on, was arrested on charges of violating probation, 

possession of paraphernalia and illegal gun posses-

sion, and being a dogfighting spectator. As the investi-

gation continues, the Jackson County Animal Shelter 

Three Charged with Dogfighting,             

Narcotics and Weapons Offenses 

S ydney, Australia Sex Crimes Squad detectives 
charged Colin Milne, 62, as the 6th person in an 
alleged “satanic” child sex abuse ring after they 

allegedly found “extremely graphic, violent and de-
praved” material on his devices including “a large vol-
ume of material in relation to the physical and sexual 
abuse of animals. The Australian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration reported that Milne was charged with trans-
mitting and accessing child abuse, bestiality and ani-
mal crush materials and participating in a group con-
tributing to criminal activity. Investigators said they 
had identified 145 additional alleged offenders in the 
ring in Australia, the U.S., Canada, Mexico, New Zea-
land, and throughout Europe, South America and 
Southeast Asia, and made referrals to law enforce-
ment agencies in those countries. 

Australian Charged in Alleged Satanic 

Child and Animal Sex Abuse Ring 

P olice in Central City, Ky., arrested Allen Os-
borne, 32, of Daviess County, Ky., and charged 
him with sexual crimes against animals after a 

motorist called 911 to report a man appearing to hav-
ing sexual intercourse with a dead deer on the side of 
the road. WEHT-TV reported that officers were dis-
patched and allegedly found Osborne covered in the 
deer’s blood and fur. Osborne was being held in the 
Muhlenberg County Detention Center on the felony 
charge. 

Kentucky Man Charged with                   

Having Sex with Dead Deer 

Florida Man Charged with Child Sex 

Abuse Re-arrested for Bestiality 

A Bay County, Fla. man who had 
been arrested in February on 
child sexual abuse charges was 

re-arrested less than a month later 
when sheriff’s deputies accused him of 
having sexual contact with an animal. WMBB-TV re-
ported that David Frank Gurganus, Jr., 49, had been 
arrested on Feb. 13 on charges of sexual battery on a 
victim under the age of 12, allegedly involving oral 
contact with a 4-year-old boy. After meeting his 
$100,000 bond, he was released on Feb. 16 but depu-
ties arrested him again on March 2 on the animal sex 
abuse charge. Details of the subsequent arrest have 
not been made public, but Gurganus was reportedly 
being held without bond for violating his earlier condi-
tional release. 

Parrot Breeders Charged in Apparent Hoarding Situation 

A fter a woman attempted 
to purchase a bird from a 
parrot breeder and report-

ed a tip about potential neglect of 
a juvenile in a home “dense and 
full of ammonia and feces,” with 
“an inch think of poop covering 
the floors and maggots and flies 

everywhere,” authorities indicted 
the couple each on 62 counts of 
complicity to animal cruelty and 
one count of criminal abuse.   
WKYT-TV reported that Tabitha 
Crawford, 36, and Gregory Craw-
ford, 35, of Harrodsburg, Ky., were 
charged after officials visited the 

home and found “not at all suita-
ble living conditions for a juvenile, 
let alone three adults,” according 
to court documents. Efforts were 
under way to care for 40 birds, 
113 rats and 22 dogs that were 
inside the home. 

https://www.wlox.com/2026/02/03/vancleave-dogs-seized-suspected-fighting-ring-rough-shape-sheriff-says/
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/sydney-property-manager-with-alleged-ties-to-satanic-paedophile-ring-denied-bail/ar-AA1VB8kZ?ocid=BingNewsVerp&mc_cid=2e21f918d6&mc_eid=dd18e24bbb
https://www.msn.com/en-au/news/australia/sydney-property-manager-with-alleged-ties-to-satanic-paedophile-ring-denied-bail/ar-AA1VB8kZ?ocid=BingNewsVerp&mc_cid=2e21f918d6&mc_eid=dd18e24bbb
https://www.tristatehomepage.com/news/crime/muhlenberg-county-man-charged-with-sex-crimes-against-animals/
https://www.mypanhandle.com/news/bay-county-man-arrested-for-child-sex-crimes-faces-new-animal-cruelty-charges/
https://www.wkyt.com/2026/02/23/two-indicted-criminal-abuse-over-60-animal-cruelty-charges/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAQymsJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEeBiT1QqcrCaaD5cGdlbF2WQFg6yONOuJy5jtpEedEwslWHkQPYKkOupC0_oc_aem_tosVLy1UwRWulRSq9KJSaQ
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THE LINK… in the NEWS 

I n another Kentucky incident, 
Christopher Alan Price, 26, of 
Louisa was charged with 63 

counts of child and animal sexual 
abuse after the Kentucky State 
Police Electronic Crime Branch 
learned he had been allegedly 
distributing sexually explicit images and videos of  chil-
dren and animals. WDKY-TV reported that Price alleg-
edly admitted that he produced the child sexual abuse 
materials, sexually abused an animal, and committed 
sodomy with a child under age 12. 

Price was charged with: first-degree sodomy; 25 
counts of promoting a minor under age 16 in a sexual 
performance; 28 counts of possessing and distributing 
matter portraying a minor under age 12 in a sexual 
performance; and nine counts of sexual crimes com-
mitted against an animal.  

Kentuckian Charged with 63 Counts  

of Child & Animal Online Sex Abuse 

W hen police in Evendale, 
Ohio, a suburb of Cincin-
nati, said they had re-

ceived a tip of a local man possessing 
sexually oriented material depicting a 
minor engaged in sexual acts with 
adults and animals, they charged Rain Phoenix-Brown, 
24, with the alleged offenses. WXIX-TV reported that 
police investigators said they recovered more than 
15,000 videos and several hundred thousand electron-
ic images on several electronic devices. Police said 
they also recovered statements Phoenix-Brown made 
in online chats in which he described his desire to 
commit sexual acts and violence against young chil-
dren, self-identified as a pedophile, and admitted to 
allegedly committing such acts previously.  

Police Reportedly Recover Thousands 

of Images of Child & Animal Sex Abuse 

L ee County, Fla. Sheriff Car-
mine Marceno, who has 
established a national rep-

utation as being extremely tough 
on animal cruelty offenders, took 
the highly unusual step of not only 
arresting but also naming a 13-
year-old juvenile who allegedly 
choked his family’s dog and then 
slashed his brother.  

Gulf Coast News reported that 
Alexander Chambers, 13, is said to 
have choked the family’s puppy 

after it peed on the floor, then 
chased his older brother, hit him 
in the head with a rock, and 
slashed him on the arm with a 
knife.  

The puppy was not hurt. Cham-
bers, who is said to have a history 
of mental health illness, was being 
evaluated by the Department of 
Juvenile Justice. 

“It takes a very specific person to 
try to stab another person. It takes 
an evil person to grab a puppy, a 
defenseless puppy, and try to 
choke it to death. So it's very dis-
turbing. And this person has se-
vere, severe issues,” said Mar-
ceno, who has been known to per-
sonally escort animal cruelty sus-
pects into the jail and who has an 
extensive billboard campaign 
against animal cruelty in the Fort 
Myers area.  

Sheriff Arrests 13-Year-Old for Allegedly Choking Puppy and Stabbing Brother 

“If you abuse an animal in Lee 
County, I myself personally will 
utilize every resource that we 
have to track you down and to 
charge you to the fullest extent of 
the law,” he added. 

Sheriff Carmine Marceno 

Permission to Reprint 

The news items contained in                  
The LINK-Letter are intended to          
disseminate as widely and as freely as 
possible information about the           
connections between animal abuse 
and interpersonal violence.  

Permission is hereby granted to re-
post these articles in newsletters, 
websites, magazines, and electronic 
publications provided that appropri-
ate credit is given to the National Link 
Coalition and with hyperlinks to 
www.nationallinkcoalition.org. 

https://fox56news.com/news/kentucky/kentucky-man-charged-with-child-exploitation-sex-crimes-against-animals/
https://www.fox19.com/2026/03/18/tri-state-man-charged-with-child-pornography-possession-after-police-recover-thousands-files/
https://www.gulfcoastnewsnow.com/article/13-year-old-lee-county-animal-abuse-arrest-florida/70795965
http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org
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You Can Help 
Us Create Safer 
Communities! 
The National Link            
Coalition is the only               
international education 
and advocacy organiza-
tion working to prevent 
animal cruelty, domestic 
violence, child maltreat-
ment, and elder abuse by 
showing how they are 
Linked. As the global 
resource center on             
The Link between               
animal cruelty and               
human violence we train 
multidisciplinary               
professionals, showcase 
programs, and publicize 
legislation and research 
to foster collaborations 
that create safer                   
communities by                
recognizing that when 
animals are abused,    
people are at risk, and 
when people are abused, 
animals are at risk.  

 

I.R.S. 501c3 tax ID                
#92-2607909. 

Join us! 

NationalLinkCoalition.org 

arkowpets@snip.net 

National Link Coalition Leadership Team 
Board of Directors 

Phil Arkow, President/Secretary and Executive Director                                                                                
Instructor, Animal Abuse & Family Violence, University of Florida                                                  
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Randall Lockwood, Ph.D., Vice President/Board Chair                                                                        
Consultant, ASPCA                                                                                                  
Leesburg, Va.                                                                                              

Ann Laatsch, J.D.,Treasurer                                                                                                        
Justice System Coordinator, National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life                                                        
Milwaukee, Wis.                                                                                     

Barbara W. Boat, Ph.D.,                                                                                                                     
Associate Professor emerita, University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center                                                                 
Past Director, Childhood Trust, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center                                               
Cincinnati, Ohio                                                                                         

Kendra Coulter, Ph.D.                                                                                
Professor, Management & Organizational Studies                                                                                                   
Coordinator, Animal Ethics and Sustainability Leadership                                                                    
Huron University College at Western University, London, Ont., Canada                                                      

Mark Kumpf, CAWA                                                                                                            
Principal Director, Animal Control & Care Academy                                                                               
Dayton, Ohio                                                                                                                     
Paul Needham , MBA                                                                                                       
Chair, Education Committee, National Adult Protective Services Association                                        
Shawnee, Okla.  

Professional Advisory Committee 
Lesley Ashworth,                                                        
Former Domestic Violence Program                              
Director, Columbus OH City Attorney’s Office, 
Boone, N. Car.                                                    
Diane Balkin, J.D.                                              
Retired Chief Deputy District Attorney            
Denver, Colo.                                               
Nancy Blaney                                                            
Director, Government Affairs                            
Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, D.C.       
Claire Coughlin                                                   
Director, Companion Animal Programs           
Animal Welfare Institute, St. Louis, Mo.            
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Nationally Syndicated Radio Host and Author 
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The Hon. Rosa C. Figarola                                          
Retired Circuit Probate Judge, 11th Judicial 
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ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
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CEO, National Council of Juvenile & Family 
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Assistant Director, Animal Welfare Division  
American Veterinary Medical Association         
Schaumburg, Ill.  

Emily Patterson-Kane, Ph.D.                                       
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ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research               
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Director, Sheltering Animals and Families           
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Martha Smith-Blackmore, DVM                           
President, Forensic Veterinary Investigations, LLC, 
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Executive V.P., Small & Rural Law Enforcement 
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Executive Director, Deep Roots Homeless Shelter, 
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Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice Program             
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