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Australian Conference Raises Link Awareness, 

Calls for Government Action 

Building GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS 

More than 30 speakers helped bring the Link 

message to Australia last October when          

Lucy’s Project, based in New South Wales,           

hosted a two-day conference. Some 120 pas-

sionate professionals, advocates and experts 

committed to improving the safety and well-

being of people and animals experiencing do-

mestic and family violence (DFV) participated. The conference, which 

featured the National Link Coalition, explored emerging and better 

practices, opportunities for cross-sector collaboration, and the urgent 

need for animal-inclusive responses. 

 

The conference report is available for download. Workshop topics in-

cluded: how service agencies can support people and pets to be safe 

together; how these agencies can become pet-inclusive; specific needs 

of LGBTQ+ survivors with pets; how veterinarians and law enforce-

ment can support survivors with pets; and Link issues in rural commu-

nities.  

(Continued on Page 2) 

http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
https://lucysproject.com/
https://lucysproject.com/2024-conference-report/?mc_cid=0c5c9c993f&mc_eid=UNIQID
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Building GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS 

Australia Raises Link Awareness, Calls for Government Action 

NSW Motion                 

Supports Link Work 

The work of Lucy’s Project and 

the conference was commend-

ed in a special resolution that 

was passed by the New South 

Wales Parliament on October 23 

that also included a special 

recognition of The Link: 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀŶǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴƛπ

Ƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛŎǝƳǎ ƻŦ 5C± 

ώ5ƻƳŜǎǝŎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜϐ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ 

ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

5C± ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎΦέ 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Phil Arkow of the National Link 

Coalition presented the impact 

of pet protection orders in the 

U.S. – a legal strategy that is still 

a novel concept in Australia.  

 

The conference also featured 

the Australian premiere of a 

New Zealand documentary film, 

“Refuge: A Duty to Care”, de-

scribing survivors with pets who 

have been sheltered by Pet Ref-

uge New Zealand. 

 

The conference concluded with 

a unified call to action in which 

participants contacted local, 

state and federal governments 

to improve supports for people 

and animals experiencing do-

mestic and family violence “in 

recognition that the safety and 

wellbeing of people and animals 

are interconnected.”  

 

Action steps included: 

¶ Recognize animals as victim-

survivors of DFV; 

 

¶ Increase and sustain funding 

for human and animal ser-

vices; 

 

¶ Enact legal and policy re-

forms that family law courts 

consider animals as family 

members and ensure their 

welfare in custody decisions, 

and that mandate cross-

reporting of animal abuse; 

¶ Expand animal-inclusive 

public housing and crisis ac-

commodation options; 

 

¶ Break down silos between 

human and animal welfare 

services, police, and veteri-

nary professionals to create 

integrated solutions to sup-

port people and animals ex-

periencing DFV; 

 

¶ Adopt the One Welfare mod-

el, including supporting vet-

erinary social workers; 

 

¶ Invest in community educa-

tion to better recognize and 

respond to signs of DFV and 

animal abuse; and 

 

¶ Improve data gathering on 

DFV perpetrated against 

people and animals. 

 

Lucy’s Project makes a positive 

impact on the lives of people 

with animals at risk of, or expe-

riencing, domestic and family 

violence by improving their safe-

ty and long-term outcomes. 

Their motto – “Safe Families, 

Paws & All” – sums up The Link 

in the domestic violence Link. 

aŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ǳŎȅΩǎ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘŜŀƳ τ aƻƴƛǉǳŜ 5ŀƳΣ bŀǘŀƭƛŜ [ƛƻǧŀΣ !ƭƛǎƻƴ ²ŀπ

ǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭƛƴŘŀ hǇǇŜƴƘŜƛƳŜǊ τƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 

https://www.journeyman.tv/film/8746
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Building GLOBAL LINK AWARENESS 

Naturewatch Foundation Continues to Raise Link Awareness 

Mark Randell, Campaign Manager for the U.K.’s              

Naturewatch Foundation and who has been actively 

promoting The Link  in Ukraine, Greece, Namibia and 

elsewhere (See the May 2021 and November 2019  

LINK-Letters) tells us that the foundation’s “Protect 

Animals. Protect People” continues to make great 

strides in educating agencies globally about how peo-

ple can be protected through a concerted effort to pre-

vent animal abuse. 

 

Randell has recently presented to the Northern Ireland 

Parliament in Belfast, to Westminster in London, to 

judges in Greece, at Pakistan’s first animal welfare con-

ference, and in Tallinn, Estonia and Pristina, Kosovo. 

 

Police officers in France are now being routinely 
trained about The Link, he says. “In the UK, 100% of 
police forces have changed their external websites to 
acknowledge The Link and we are currently calling for 
mandatory training for all officers who attend domestic 
abuse crime scenes,” he adds. 
 

aŀǊƪ wŀƴŘŜƭƭ ƳŜǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŘƻƎǎ ƛƴ YƻǎƻǾƻΦ 

“When animals are safe from cruelty, people are too,” 
advises Randell. “We know those who harm animals 
also harm people and if we apply that knowledge to 
safeguarding strategies, we can reduce overall violent 
crime. By protecting animals, we can make people saf-
er too.”  

Link Awareness Spreading Across Latin America 

¢ƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ƛƴƪ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴΩǎ tƘƛƭ !Ǌƪƻǿ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ½ƻƻƳ 

ǿŜōƛƴŀǊΣ ά/ǊŜŀǝƴƎ {ŀŦŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ tŀǘƘ ǘƻ tŜŀŎŜΥ 

tǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ tŜƻǇƭŜ ōȅ tǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ                 

!ǎƻŎƛŀŎƛƽƴ IƛŘŀƭƎǳŜƴǎŜ ǇŀǊŀ ƭŀ tǊƻǘŜŎŎƛƽƴ ŘŜ ƭƻǎ !ƴƛƳŀƭŜǎΣ 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ IƛŘŀƭƎƻΣ aŜȄƛŎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ŀǧǊŀŎǘŜŘ ммт         

ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳǳƭǝǇƭŜ aŜȄƛŎŀƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ /ƻǎǘŀ 

wƛŎŀΣ /ƻƭƻƳōƛŀΣ tǳŜǊǘƻ wƛŎƻΣ ŀƴŘ {ǇŀƛƴΦ 

https://naturewatch.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/LINK-Letter-2021-May.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/LinkLetter-2019-November-v2.pdf
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LAW ENFORCEMENTȣ and THE LINK 

A  revived effort to 

create an Animal 

Cruelty Crimes Sec-

tion within the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice has received 

support from at least one 

member of Congress who 

recognizes that enforcing  

anti-cruelty laws also benefits 

people. U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce    U.S. Rep. Dave Joyce                

(R—Ohio 14) joined seven other Representatives to 

reintroduce the Animal Cruelty Enforcement (ACE) 

Act, IΦwΦ мпттΦ The bipartisan legislation, which failed 

to pass in the 118th  Congress, is designed to not only 

ensure better protection of animals but also keep 

communities safe, Joyce told WFMJ-TV. 

 

Link Cited in Revived Effort to Create Federal Anti-Cruelty Unit 

The bill would establish a dedicated Animal Cruelty 

Crimes Section at the Department of Justice to aid in 

investigating, enforcing,  and prosecuting animal cruel-

ty crimes. Such a dedicated unit would facilitate 

stronger enforcement of animal cruelty laws on the 

federal level by providing individuals with specialized 

knowledge and a streamlined process for handling 

offenses, said Joyce, a former prosecutor in Geauga 

County, Ohio for 25 years. 

 

A news release from Joyce’s office said that studies 

repeatedly show that there is a close Link between 

animal cruelty and violence toward people. Joyce said 

that by bringing charges against perpetrators of animal 

cruelty crimes, individuals with a propensity for vio-

lence could be prevented from further harming ani-

mals or turning that violence against people.  

Sarah Weir (left), Clare Andrews & Sharon Kessler 

The evolution of animal cruelty laws in general, and 
regulations affecting dogs in particular, has continually 
involved a balancing act between the interests of nu-
merous stakeholders. Researchers at the University of 
Stirling have developed a conceptual framework to 
systematically analyze dog-related legislation, using 
the United Kingdom as a case study.  
 
They trace how laws have changed with the changing 
status of dogs in society, from functional roles in 
hunting, transport, herding, and protection, to service 
animals, pets, status symbols, and family members. 
Early anti-cruelty legislation designed to protect ani-
mals from their owners evolved into concepts of 
“responsible dog ownership” and now into efforts to 
recognize animals as sentient beings, potential victims 
of crimes including domestic violence, and the direct 
and indirect impacts that animal cruelty can have on 
human welfare. 

Link Affects Changing Nature of Dog Legislation 

They found that the greatest legislative focus has been 
on dog welfare, dangerous dogs, and dog control, with 
little emphasis on areas like the breeding and sale of 
dogs. 82% of laws that manage dogs in public space 
predominantly benefit the general public, often disad-
vantaging dogs and their owners, while 81% of laws 
that govern dogs within the home favor dogs.  
 
Owners consistently face legal obligations, but gain 
few benefits, they write, saying the findings highlight 
misalignments between the law and dogs’ evolving 
societal roles, potentially contributing to public space 
conflicts and low compliance.  

-- ²ŜƛǊΣ {Φ!ΦΣ aŎ5ŜǾƛǧΣ [ΦΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿǎΣ /ΦtΦΣ ϧ YŜǎǎƭŜǊΣ {Φ9Φ 
όнлнрύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳŀǝŎ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ 
ŘƻƎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ рΣ сптΦ  
ƘǧǇǎΥκκŘƻƛΦƻǊƎκмлΦоофлκŀƴƛмрлрлспт 

https://www.wfmj.com/story/52454723/valley-congressman-seeks-to-create-federal-animal-cruelty-enforcement-division?clienttype=generic&mobilecgbypass
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani15050647
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCEȣ and THE LINK 

 

Momentum Builds for Calling Animal Abuse Coercive Control 

I n its annual rankings of 

states’ animal protection 

laws, the Animal Legal De-

fense Fund drew special attention 

to what it called an emerging 

trend: the enactment of laws add-

ing intimidating acts of animal cru-

elty to statutory definitions of 

“coercive control.” 

 

In 2024, Colorado, Massachusetts, 

New Jersey and Vermont enacted 

such laws, bringing the total now 

to 21 states plus the District of 

Columbia where threats of harm 

to animals is defined as acts of 

either coercion, domestic vio-

lence, or stalking. 

 

The recognition of “coercive con-

trol” in the domestic violence field 

has been accelerating in recent 

years. State laws vary, but the 

term is generally taken to mean 

patterns of behavior intended to 

intimidate, harass or control a 

family or household member in 

such a way as to isolate the victim, 

deprive her/him of basic needs, or 

controlling the victim’s move-

ments and communications. Giv-

en growing evidence of animal 

harm and threats as a manipula-

tive tool that makes domestic vio-

lence survivors fearful of leaving, 

it is easy to see how acts of animal 

abuse can — and should — be 

easily folded into statutory defini-

tions. 

 

“Domestic violence abusers know 

how much a companion animal 

means to their human victims — 

and too often exploit this bond, 

often threatening or even harming 

those animals as a means of con-

trol,” said Lora Dunn, ALDF Crimi-

nal Justice Program Director . “It 

is vital that the law recognize this 

coercive control as a form of do-

mestic violence, for a very practi-

cal reason: so that human victims 

can obtain a protection order and 

remove themselves and their ani-

mals to safety.” 

https://aldf.org/project/us-state-rankings/
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCEȣ and THE LINK 

ȰPaws for Peaceȱ Event                            

to Raise Funds for Shelter 

In response to a national survey that revealed that 

65% of domestic violence survivors delayed leaving 

their abuser out of fear that their pets would be 

harmed or killed, Harbor House of Central Florida in 

2012 became one of the first domestic violence shel-

ters in the country to build co-sheltering facilities for 

pets (See the August 2012 LINK-Letter).  

 

Today, the Paws for Peace Kennel has sheltered hun-

dreds of pets of the survivors of family violence in the 

Orlando area, and the annual Paws for Peace Walk & 

Run continues to raise funds for the program. 

 

This year’s event will take place on April 26 and will 

include such fun events as the Short Doggie Dash, a 5K 

Fun Run, a Dog Lure Chase, a Doggie Scavenger Hunt, 

Yoga with your Pet, and Bobbing for Tennis Balls. Do-

nors can also purchase pet murals or pet tiles in an 

effort to raise $125,000. 

Kansas YWCA  

Recognizes The Link 
The Center for 

Safety and 

Empowerment 

at the YWCA 

of Northeast 

Kansas is recognizing The Link in 

its alerts to potential domestic 

violence survivors. The agency, 

with facilities in Topeka and Hol-

ton, offers a website advising that 

the first step is to identify the 

signs of abuse. Listed among 15 

“red flags” that serve as check-

points for unhealthy relationships 

is “Does your partner threaten to 

hurt you, your children, or your 

pets?” 

 

Thank you, Kansas for recognizing 

how animal abuse is one of many 

coercive controls used by abusers! 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻƻǇŜǊ-ǎŎƻƻǇŜǊǎΣ 

ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ¢ǳōƳŀƴΣ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴπ

ǎƛǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǿƛƴ /ƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀΣ ōǊƻƪŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ IŀǊǊƛŜǘΩǎ 

IŀǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ tŜǘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǇŜǘ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ aƛƴπ

ƴŜǎƻǘŀΦ [ƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ ¢ǳōƳŀƴ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 9ŀǎǘ ƛƴ aŀǇƭŜǿƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴπ

ƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŘƻƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƛƎƘǘ Ŏŀǘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜƪ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǘǎΦ ¢ǳōƳŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ab tŜǘ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǝƳ-ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘ 

ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǎƘƻǊǘς ƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǘǎ ό{ŜŜ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ нлнп [LbY-[ŜǧŜǊύΦ  

Minnesota Shelter Uses Pooper-Scoopers  

to Break Ground for New Pet Refuge 

https://www.harborhousefl.com/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/LinkLetter-2012-August.pdf
https://www.classy.org/event/paws-for-peace-walk-and-run-2025/e651589
https://www.ywcaneks.org/cse
https://www.tubman.org/give-help/harriets-haven-for-pets.html
https://www.tubman.org/give-help/harriets-haven-for-pets.html
https://www.mnpetcoalition.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/LINK-Letter-2024-May.pdf
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SOCIAL WORKȣ and THE LINK 

U ntil the specialty practice of Veterinary Social 
Work began to emerge, the field of social 
work in general was notoriously anthropocen-

tric, continuously ignoring the fact that a majority of 
clients might have companion animals that they were 
emotionally attached to, that those human-animal 
bonds might affect the client’s lifestyle, well-being and 
decision-making — and that abuse of the animals 
might portend a risk of interpersonal violence as well. 
 
Much of the work to make social work more pet-
inclusive has occurred in New Zealand, and the latest 
issue of the Aotearoa New Zealand Social Work Journal 
continues that trend with no less than 14 articles dedi-
cated to both the positive benefits of the human-
animal bond and the negative aspects of the human-
animal abuse Link. 
 

“Social work has much to gain learning 
about, and from, animals. For exam-
ple, more than two decades of interna-
tional research has shown that animal 
abuse and family violence are linked, 
and that people who hurt animals are 
much more likely to hurt people, and     Nik Taylor            

more severely,” write the editors in introducing the 
special-themed issue that explores the underlying hu-
manism of social work and considers challenges social 
work faces if it is to take a more radical direction in the 
future. “We need to consider the positioning of the 
animals involved in such ventures and ask how social 
work can contribute—ensuring both best practice and 
the theoretical development regarding the roles of 
animals in such programs.”  

     — ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ bΦΣ !ŘŀƳǎƻƴΣ /ΦΣ .ŜƴƴŜǧΣ .ΦΣ ϧ CǊŀǎŜǊΣ IΦ 
όнлнрύΦ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΦ !ƻǘŜŀǊƻŀ bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪΣ отόмύΣ м-сΦ  
 

The National Link Coa-
lition’s Phil Arkow,  
and Janet Hoy-
Gerlach, introduce 
what they call the 
“PAWS Gap” (People 
and Animals’ Wellness 

Phil Arkow & Janet Hoy-Gerlach               and Safety) with six 
reasons why social workers should be cognizant of cli-
ents’ relationships with their animal companions (See 
the October 2024 LINK-Letter). They offer a process of 

“3-Rs” — recognition, response and referral — and 
nine emergent career opportunities whereby social 
workers can address human–animal relationships 
across pet inclusive social work practice settings 
among varying populations.  

     τ !ǊƪƻǿΣ tΦΣ ϧ Iƻȅ-DŜǊƭŀŎƘΣ WΦ όнлнрύΦ /ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
άt!²{έ ƎŀǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŜǘ-ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΥ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ-

ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ όǇǇΦтл-унύΦ 
 

Link literature is cited 
in an article that ex-
plores recent changes 
to Canada’s Social 
Work Code of Ethics 

Jasmine Ferreira & Atsuko Matsuoka    and Social Work Educa-
tion Accreditation Standards that still neglect to con-
sider animals explicitly. Citing social work literature 
that documents the profound role that non-human 
animals play in clients’ relationships throughout life 
stages and how humans benefit from the support and 
comfort of animals during disasters, the authors la-
ment how social workers in domestic violence, child 
welfare, housing, and disability still largely fail to in-
quire about animals during intakes and assessments 
despite growing awareness of The Link. “These gaps 
lead to outcomes that ultimately harm all animals, in-
cluding humans,” they write. 

     τ CŜǊǊŜƛǊŀΣ WΦ¢ΦΣ ϧ aŀǘǎǳƻƪŀΣ !Φ όнлнрύΦ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ  
ŀƴǘƘǊƻǇƻŎŜƴǘǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎƛǎƳ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ 

όǇǇΦ оф-ррύΦ  
 

The Link between human and animal-
directed violence, particularly against 
women, plus the benefits of animal-
assisted therapies and the need to 
include animals in disaster planning, 
have caused both the Australian and 
New Zealand Social Work Codes of         Heather Fraser 

Ethics to include statements on the welfare of animals 
involved in social work practice. “Animals need to be 
included in social work’s definition of the social, espe-
cially if we are to remain relevant in a world that in-
creasingly recognizes the intertwining of human, ani-
mal and planetary wellbeing,” write Nik Taylor and 
Heather Fraser in exploring issues in intersectionality. 
Another article integrates violence against women and 

14 Articles Encourage Pet– and Link-Inclusive Social Work 

(Continued on Page 10) 

https://anzswjournal.nz/anzsw
https://anzswjournal.nz/anzsw
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/LINK-Letter-2024-October.pdf
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SOCIAL WORKȣ and THE LINK 

14 Articles Explore Pet– and Link-Inclusive Social Work 

animals within a feminist context and argues that the 
topic of animals in social work should not be consid-
ered a fringe or peripheral issue. 
     τ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ bΦΣ ϧ CǊŀǎŜǊΣ IΦ όнлнрύΦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ 
ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴŀƭ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎƳΥ aŀƪƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ όǇǇΦ мнм-молύΦ 
 

     τ 5ǳǾƴƧŀƪΣ !Φ όнлнрύΦ {ƘŜ ƭƛƪŜǎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǾŜƎŀƴƛǎƳΣ ŀ ŦŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ όǇǇΦ нт-оуύΦ 

 
Animal-assisted interventions within 
social work are explored in four arti-
cles. At the therapeutic Flash Farm in 
Australia, social work students’ field 
education includes 14 weeks of super-
vised placement. A case study exam-
ines the Dogs Connect program with      Helen Hickson      
practical guidelines for planning and implementing 
well-being dog programs in schools and how school 
social workers might lend their support.  
 

A case study from Ireland examines an 
equestrian therapy program for young 
people with disabilities, encouraging 
social workers to consider this inter-
vention as a way to improve clients’ 
social inclusion. A fourth article         

Rebecca Conway       explores Australian therapeutic “care 
farms” and argues that “given the human-centric focus 
of social work, which has led to animals being regarded 
as therapeutic tools,” social workers should instead 
consider the welfare of animals in such programs. “A 
critical animal studies lens corrects this anthropocen-
tric blindspot and brings into focus the benefits and 
disadvantages of care farming for all participants, in-
cluding those who are farmed,” the author writes. 
     τ IƛŎƪǎƻƴΣ IΦΣ YŜƳǇΣ YΦΣ [ƻƴƎΣ bΦΣ ϧ {ƘŜǊǊȅΣ IΦ όнлнрύΦ           
!ƴƛƳŀƭ-ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ CƭŀǎƘ CŀǊƳ όǇǇΦ рс-сфύΦ 

  
     τ WƻƴŜǎΣ 9ΦΣ ϧ {ƘŀƴƴƻƴΣ DΦ όнлнрύΦ 5ƻƎǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΥ 5ƻƎǎ 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƻƎǎ-ŬǊǎǘ ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŘƻƎ            
ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όǇǇΦ млф-мнлύΦ 

  
     τ /ƻƴǿŀȅΣ wΦΣ ϧ .ŀǊǊŜǧΣ ¢Φ όнлнрύΦ IƻǊǎŜǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΥ ! 

ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ όǇǇΦ мп-нсύΦ 
 

     τ [ŜƭƭƛƻǧΣ YΦ όнлнрύΦ /ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊƳǎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ               
ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΥ ! ŎŀǳǝƻƴŀǊȅ ǘŀƭŜ όǇǇΦ мтф-муоύΦ  

 

 

Social workers are encouraged to rec-
ognize the particular significance of 
companion animals when working 
with people living in poverty, for 
whom their pets help reduce social 
isolation. Another article, echoing the 
call that “the social in contemporary      Melissa Laing    

social work practice is a more-than-human endeavor,” 
encourages practitioners to recognize that they will 
encounter interspecies families in their work and that 
these animals help combat social isolation among peo-
ple with histories of trauma. 
     τ tƛǧΣ [Φ όнлнрύΦ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

ǿƻǊƪ όǇǇΦ мрт-мснύΦ  
     τ [ŀƛƴƎΣ aΦ όнлнрύΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƘŜŀǊǘōǊƻƪŜƴέΥ LƴǘŜǊǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƳƻǊŀƭ          

ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ όǇǇΦ мсо-мтлύΦ 
 

Finally, the field of so-
cial work is urged  to 
recognize both the 
human-animal bond 
and The Link in re-
search as well as in 
practice.  Despite            David Betts & Annika Herb           

growing research addressing these topics, traditional 
social work training “often overlooks the significance 
and opportunity of participants’ relationships with 
their pets,” write David Betts and Annika Herb. This 
gap is significant, they write, but “connecting with pets 
can help social work researchers foster connection in 
challenging, and often disconnected, environments. 
The benefit of actively being aware of the research-
participant-pet dynamic is significant for building quali-
tative research skills,” they conclude, as asking about 
pets increases participant engagement, builds rapport, 
causes clients to relax, and lends itself to establishing a 
personal bond with the client. 
     τ .ŜǧǎΣ 5ΦΣ ϧ IŜǊōΣ !Φ όнлнрύΦ 9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǘǎ 
ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΥ 9ƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘŀǝǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊ-ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘ-ǇŜǘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ                 
όǇǇΦ уо-фрύΦ  

 

(Continued from Page 9) 
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CHILD MALTREATMENTȣ and THE LINK 

Study Examines Effectiveness of Scottish Intervention for Offenders 

W hile it has long been recognized that ani-
mal harm perpetrated by children is asso-
ciated with poor psychological outcomes 

and may co-occur with delinquency and violent behav-
ior, there are few established interventions for child-
hood animal harm and there is little research evalu-
ating their effectiveness. A new study evaluates Animal 
Guardians, a targeted educational intervention deliv-
ered by the Scottish Society for the Prevention of Cru-
elty to Animals (Scottish SPCA) for children who have 
harmed animals or show concerning behaviors toward 
animals.  
 
Animal Guardians is designed for primary school chil-
dren and is delivered one-to-one in the child’s school 
over a 6–10-week period. The program focuses on four 
elements:  
(1) understanding of animal sentience and emotions;  
(2) knowledge of animal welfare needs; 
(3) care and empathy toward animals; and  
(4) correct handling and behavior around animals.  
 
Using a matched-control sample of 48 children                   
(24 referred to Animal Guardians and 24 matched  
controls), researchers evaluated the effectiveness of 
the intervention.  Children receiving the Animal Guard-
ians program improved significantly more than the 
control group on welfare knowledge, behavior toward 
animals, and cognitive and behavioral empathy. Re-

ferred children 
also improved 
significantly on 
belief in animal 
minds and affec-
tive empathy. The intervention was equally effective 
for girls and boys and independent of animal harm-
severity at referral. Younger children had a marginally 
greater improvement than older children.  
 
The researchers concluded that Animal Guardians is an 
effective program and demonstrates that educational 
interventions can reduce the risk of childhood animal 
harm among high-risk children. They noted, however, 
that more research is required on whether positive 
changes are maintained over long periods and whether 
educational interventions might complement psycho-
logical interventions. 
 
The research follows earlier studies by the authors that 
examined how attachment to pets and other psycho-
logical factors influence children’s relationships with 
animals or affect positive and negative interaction out-
comes (See the January 2023 LINK-Letter).  
- ²ŀǳǘƘƛŜǊΣ [ΦaΦΣ YƴƻƭƭΣ aΦΣ {ŎƻǩǎƘ {t/!Σ ϧ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΣ WΦ aΦ 

όнлнрύΦ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ DǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΥ 
 !ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǊƳŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ 

!ƴǘƘǊƻȊƻǀǎΣ https://
doi.org/10.1080/08927936.2025.2450149 

News from LINK COALITIONS 

Ontario Coalition Seeking New Leader 
The National Link Coalition is extending our best wishes and warmest appreciation to Hayley 

Glaholt, who is retiring after serving as the Executive Director of SafePet Ontario (formerly 

Link Coalition Toronto) since its formation in 2017. Launched by a group of Link advocates 

sitting around a coffee table, the organization has been assisting the survivors of IPV and 

their beloved pets and making an immediate, concrete difference in their lives. 

“After leading this organization for nearly eight years, I have made the bittersweet decision 

to “pass the torch” on to a new Executive Director-- one who can bring their own passion, 

energy, and vision to this important role,” Glaholt announced, adding that she will remain 

with the organization in an advisory capacity. 

 
Hayley Glaholt 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/LINK-Letter-2023-Januaryv3.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/08927936.2025.2450149
https://doi.org/10.1080/08927936.2025.2450149
https://www.safepet.ca/
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FAMILY LAWȣ and THE LINK 

Study Identifies Family Lawȭs Responses and Barriers to The Link 

While considerable research has doc-
umented the widespread popularity 
of pets that are considered family 
members, and how their presence 
makes their owners more vulnerable 
to intimate partner violence, there is 
little research about how family law 
professionals deal with these                   Amy Fitzgerald 

phenomena in their practice.  
 

A new Canadian study of 348 family 
law attorneys and mediators who are 
often among the first to encounter 
those trying to end an abusive rela-
tionship is reporting that 89% of par-
ticipants were aware of potential or 
suspected animal cruelty in their cas-
es, one-half had a good working            

Valerie Monckton     knowledge of The Link, and almost 
two-thirds see The Link as relevant. Given that Cana-
da’s Divorce Act now includes animal abuse as part of 
the definition of family violence, “the relevance of the 
violence link may increase in the future,” they write. 
 
However, despite this awareness, few 
interviewees reported that they pro-
actively ask clients about their com-
panion animals and their well-being. 
Many respondents indicated they are 
uncertain as to how to best address 
it. 48% indicated their workplace has 
no resources available. 38% said their Kerri Thomson 

workplace has a list of social service and animal wel-
fare agencies that they can reach out to, and 14% of 
respondents said they maintain their own contact lists.  
 

Nearly 20% of respondents preferred 
not to say what they had done in re-
sponse when learning about suspect-
ed animal maltreatment, “which sug-
gests a lack of clarity regarding the 
correct course of action in these 
types of cases,” they write. 

Kendra Coulter 

Participants identified significant barriers to addressing 
Link cases that included: not knowing what policies or 
procedures should be followed; lack of collaboration 
with other professional sectors; and lack of support 
from family justice professionals. 
 

Respondents discussed several potential strategies for 
addressing The Link: 
¶ Clarifying how ownership of pets should be deter-

mined upon the dissolution of a relationship; 
¶ Cross-reporting of abuse among animal and hu-

man service agencies; 
¶ Providing additional services for clients experienc-

ing IPV and animal abuse; 
¶ The perceived usefulness of including companion 

animals in protection orders; 
¶ The perceived usefulness of educational initiatives 

targeting the judiciary, lawyers and mediators, and 
the general public;  

¶ Conducting additional research; and 
¶ Changing the property status of animals. 
 
The authors offer six recommendations:  
¶ Providing family law practitioners with relevant 

training and resources;  
¶ Educating the judiciary;  
¶ Establishing guidelines for when and how to report 

animal abuse;  
¶ Screening for the presence of companion animals 

in client intake forms and other family law forms 
that screen for IPV;  

¶ Clarifying how ownership or guardianship of com-
panion animals should be determined in cases 
where there is IPV; and  

¶ Amending protection order legislation to enable 
the explicit inclusion of companion animals. 

τ CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘΣ !ΦΣ aƻƴŎƪǘƻƴΣ ±ΦΣ ¢ƘƻƳǎƻƴΣ YΦΣ ϧ /ƻǳƭǘŜǊΣ   

YΦ όнлнрύΦ LƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƴƎ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ 

ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜΥ LƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƛƴǝƳŀǘŜ 

ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƧǳǎǝŎŜ      

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ŀǿΣ осόмύΣ м-спΦ  

/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 5ƛǾƻǊŎŜ !Ŏǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмф ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ 
ŘŜŬƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀǎΥ άŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ 
ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ƻũŜƴŎŜΣ ōȅ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ 
ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ƻŦ ŎƻŜǊŎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ τ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘΦέ CŀƳƛƭȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƻǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΤ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƳŀƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 
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VETERINARY MEDICINEȣ and THE LINK 

Animal sexual abuse, childhood expo-
sure to animal cruelty, and elder abuse 
will be among the Link topics to be ad-
dressed at the 18th Annual Conference 
of the International Veterinary Forensic 
Sciences Association, scheduled for 

May 13-16 in Clearwater, Fla. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to learn about the latest developments in 
animal law, veterinary forensics, and advocacy for ani-
mal rights. The event will feature expert speakers, 
workshops, and networking opportunities to exchange 
ideas and best practices.  
 

Roshni Ladny, Assistant Professor of 
Criminal Justice & Criminology at Flor-
ida Gulf Coast University and a mem-
ber of the European Link Coalition, 
will presenting “Childhood Animal 
Cruelty Exposure as Violence Against 

Roshni Ladny             Children, Society and the Environ-
ment: Implications of the United Nations Convention 
of the Rights of the Child General Comment 26”. The 
comment was the first time in history that childhood 
animal cruelty exposure as a violation of a child’s 
rights was mentioned in an international treaty (See 
the October 2023 LINK-Letter),  

Link Topics to be Featured at IVFSA Conference 

Jeremy Hoffman, a detective in the 
Fairfax County, Va. Police Depart-
ment’s Criminal Intelligence Unit, will 
present  “Chasing Monsters: Intersec-
tions of Paraphilic Behavior in Animal 
Sexual Offenders.” Hoffman has devel-
oped a specialized expertise in investi-
gating extreme cases of animal cruelty  Jeremy Hoffman 
and sexual abuse. He is among a select few law en-
forcement officers to successfully prosecute a federal 
animal crush violation.  
 
Jill Hollander, Fulton County, Ga.  
Deputy District Attorney, will present 
“Animal Cruelty as Coercive Control in 
Elder and Vulnerable Adult Abuse      
Cases.” She has served as Chief of the 
Crimes Against Animals Division since 
2010. In 2021 she was named as the 
Deputy District Attorney over the          Jill Hollander          

Elder Abuse and Animal Cruelty unit.  
  
The conference will also feature keynote speakers 
Mary Becker and Temple Grandin and many other Link 
authorities in the 25 workshops and general sessions. 

Case Study of ȰOverkillingȱ Highlights Veterinary Forensics and The Link 

A  recent case study from Italy highlights the 
importance of forensic veterinary science in 
identifying cases of animal cruelty and ensur-

ing justice, not only by protecting animals but also by 
raising awareness of how violence towards animals 
can be linked to violence against people.  
 
The authors describe what they call a case of 
“overkilling,” a term sometimes used in homicides in-
volving unusually massive injuries, far exceeding those 
necessary to kill the victim. In veterinary medicine, 
overkill is a rather rare phenomenon that must be ex-
amined in the most detailed way: forensic doctors 
must evaluate not only the number of wounds but 
also their distribution and morphology and the weap-
on used to inflict them.  
 
The researchers cite Link literature that describes sup-
porting a connection between animal abuse and vio-

lence toward humans and how veterinarians play a 
vital role in protecting both animal welfare and public 
safety. They conclude that future research should ex-
pand understanding of overkilling in the veterinary 
forensics context and call for collaboration between 
veterinary and human forensic experts to improve the 
ability to detect patterns of violence and prevent its 
escalation. 

-- tŜǎŎŜΣ CΦΣ {ŀƴƴƛƴƻΣ 9ΦΣ wŀƎƻǎǘŀΣ 9ΦΣ aŀǊƛƎƭƛŀƴƻΣ [ΦΣ 
 ϧ tƛŎŀȊƛƻΣ DΦΣ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦ όнлнрύΦ hǾŜǊƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘƻƎΥ 

 ! ŎŀǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ мрόсύΣ уупΦ 
 ƘǧǇǎΥκκŘƻƛΦƻǊƎκмлΦоофлκŀƴƛмрлслууп  

https://whova.com/web/vZSHUpDyCTKQbStTJNxZenm7USlekbTsfHhbaqCDtJg%3D/
https://whova.com/web/vZSHUpDyCTKQbStTJNxZenm7USlekbTsfHhbaqCDtJg%3D/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/LINK-Letter-2023-October.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani15060884
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VETERINARY MEDICINEȣ and THE LINK 

Historic French Conference Convenes ȰSentinel Veterinariansȱ  

T he first regional confer-
ence in France on animal 
abuse and, in particular, its 

Link with human violence was held 
on March 17 at the National Veter-
inary School of Toulouse. The 
school, which opened in 1828, has 
trained more than one-fourth of 
all veterinarians in France with 
some 15,000 graduates. 
 
Three roundtable discussions ad-
dressed the status of animals in 
society, partnerships to better 
combat animal abuse, and The 
Link between animal abuse and 
intra-family violence. Participants 
included legal professionals, veter-
inarians, protection associations, 
and law enforcement agencies. 
 
The conference, sponsored by La 
Dépêche Group Foundation,            
featured Nicolas Jacquet, Public 
Prosecutor General in the                 
Toulouse Court of Appeal, who 
summarized The Link by stating, 
“Quand un animal est maltraité, 
les humains sont en dan-
ger” (“When an animal is mistreat-
ed, humans are in danger”). 
 

Jacquet’s public prosecutor office 
has had an environmental and ani-
mal abuse unit since 2022 to or-
ganize criminal responses in the 
French departments of Ariège, 
Tarn, Tarn-et-Garonne, and Haute-
Garonne. The opening of the unit 
has resulted in a 75% increase in 
reports of animal abuse with a 
conviction rate of 84%.  
 
Veterinarians have been permitted 
to make reports of suspected ani-
mal cruelty since 2021. Because 
relatively few practitioners have 
done so, the prosecutor’s office 
recently signed an unprecedented 
partnership with the Council of 
the Regional Order of Veterinari-
ans to strengthen the partnership 
vis-à-vis reporting protocols and 
relying on the veterinary school to 
conduct necropsies. 
 
This creates a system of “sentinel 
veterinarians,” explained Frank 
Famose, president of the Order of 
Veterinarians of Occitania. Such 
involvement should make it possi-
ble to “professionalize the find-
ings” of animal cruelty allegations. 
 

“We hope that our rapproche-
ment will encourage veterinarians 
to report,” Jacquet said, calling 
any form of family violence a  
wake-up call. “We must be aware 
that behind this abuse there is 
often intra-family violence. All re-
cent studies demonstrate this. And 
pets can also become an object of 
emotional blackmail in a home 
where violence is present.” 
 
“When a child commits violence 
against an animal, we know that it 
can be linked to problems of vio-
lence of which he could have been 
a witness or a victim,” Jacquet told 
the La Montagne newspaper, call-
ing the way that threats to animals 
control wives and children a “blind 
spot” that must be addressed by 
the judicial system. 

Public Prosecutor Nicolas Jacquet 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
https://www.ladepeche.fr/2025/03/16/quand-un-animal-est-maltraite-les-humains-sont-en-danger-premieres-assises-sur-la-maltraitance-animale-a-toulouse-12570716.php
https://www.ladepeche.fr/2025/03/16/quand-un-animal-est-maltraite-les-humains-sont-en-danger-premieres-assises-sur-la-maltraitance-animale-a-toulouse-12570716.php
https://www.ladepeche.fr/2025/03/16/quand-un-animal-est-maltraite-les-humains-sont-en-danger-premieres-assises-sur-la-maltraitance-animale-a-toulouse-12570716.php
https://www.ladepeche.fr/2025/03/16/quand-un-animal-est-maltraite-les-humains-sont-en-danger-premieres-assises-sur-la-maltraitance-animale-a-toulouse-12570716.php
https://www.lamontagne.fr/toulouse-31000/faits-divers/lien-entre-maltraitances-animale-et-humaine-des-assises-vont-etre-organisees-sur-le-sujet-une-premiere-en-france_14655616/
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The LINK in the LITERATURE 

Ecuador Study Links Animal Abuse to Domestic Violence                                        

W hat is believed to be the first Link research 

emanating from Ecuador is arguing that 

“Animal abuse must be considered a so-

cial problem that goes beyond animal welfare, as it is 

closely linked to violence towards human beings. The 

implementation of public policies and educational pro-

grams on animal welfare could be a key strategy to pre-

vent violence in general and strengthen the social fab-

ric.” 

 

The researchers, from the University of Guayaquil de-

partment of social science communications, analyzed 

how animal abuse can act as a precursor to domestic 

violence and its impact on social cohesion. Using a so-

cial-constructivist approach, their research focused on 

exploring individuals’ beliefs and perceptions about 

this phenomenon, and how continued exposure to ani-

mal cruelty desensitizes people to other forms of vio-

lence.  

 

At the community level, they found, a decrease in so-

cial cohesion is observed in environments where ani-

mal abuse is common, increasing mistrust and insecuri-

ty. Using both qualitative and quantitative methodolo-

gy they revealed a widespread perception that animal 

abuse is linked to domestic violence. The results 

showed that a high percentage of respondents recog-

nize the relationship between animal abuse and do-

mestic violence, as well as the negative impact on so-

cial cohesion. Furthermore, a widespread perception of 

ineffectiveness in public institutions to address the 

problem was identified, which contributes to impunity 

and perpetuates the cycle of violence. 

 

The study highlighted violence towards animals as not 

only an ethical and legal transgression, but 

also as an early indicator of other types of violence, 

especially in the domestic sphere. Respondents recog-

nized a clear connection between animal abuse and 

violence towards humans, reinforcing the idea that 

animal abuse is not an isolated problem, but rather a 

reflection of a fractured social fabric. 

 

They added that continued exposure to violence, 

whether against animals or humans, can 

desensitize people, leading to the normalization of 

violence in the community, the weakening of social 

cohesion, and increased distrust and fear within the 

community. A majority of respondents perceived that 

public institutions do not act effectively to eradicate 

animal abuse, creating a sense of impunity and erod-

ing trust in institutions that aggravates violence in gen-

eral and further weakens the social fabric.  

 

Survey results showed a strong consensus on the need 

to implement educational programs on animal welfare 

as a preventive measure to reduce violence in general. 

In addition, respondents said public policies should 

strengthen animal protection to address the problem 

of violence in a comprehensive manner. The findings 

highlight the interconnection between animal welfare 

and social security and suggest that addressing both 

problems together can improve community cohesion 

and collective mental health. 
τ[ƽǇŜȊ-wǳƛȊΣ WΦΣ DŀǊŎƝŀ-/ŀǊǊŀƴȊŀΣ 9ΦΣ ϧ DǳƛƭƭŞƴ-/ŜǊŎŀŘƻΣ ±Φ 

όнлнпΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ-5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊύΦ LƴǘŜǊŎƻƴŜȄƛƽƴ ŜƴǘǊŜ ƭŀ ǾƛƻƭŜƴπ

Ŏƛŀ ƘŀŎƛŀ ƭƻǎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭŜǎ ȅ Ŝƭ ǘŜƧƛŘƻ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΥ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŀŎƛƽƴ ŘŜ ƭŀǎ 

ŎƻƴǎŜŎǳŜƴŎƛŀǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭŜǎ ȅ ŎƻƳǳƴƛǘŀǊƛŀǎΦ ώLƴǘŜǊŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦŀōǊƛŎΥ 

ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎΦϐ           

hōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊƛƻ ŘŜ ƭŀǎ /ƛŜƴŎƛŀǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭŜǎ Ŝƴ LōŜǊƻŀƳŞǊƛŎŀ 

ώhōǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ [ŀǝƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀϐ рόпύΦ 
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The LINK in THE LITERATURE 

French Researchers Examine Criminological Roots of Animal Cruelty 

I n what is believed to be the 
first survey on animal abuse 
carried out in higher educa-

tion in France, based on an enor-
mous sample of 55,040 partici-
pants and citing a very extensive 
list of Link references, researchers 
in France and Belgium investigat-
ed the relative weight of risk fac-
tors pertaining to major crimino-
logical dimensions of the social and psychological is-
sues linked with animal abuse.  
 
The study examined three major theories addressing 
the origins of criminal behaviors: 
¶ The DŜƴŜǊŀƭ {ǘǊŀƛƴ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ, in which individuals 

facing certain sources of strain and stress, includ-
ing exposure to parental violence or child abuse, 
sometimes try to cope by engaging in criminal be-
havior. Some frustrated individuals displace their 
aggression and address it toward an animal, which 
is generally weaker than another human and less 
likely to retaliate. 

 
¶ The {ƻŎƛŀƭ .ƻƴŘ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅΣ whereby individuals devi-

ate from conventional norms of appropriate be-
havior when they lack attachments to others who 
accept the legitimacy of those norms. 

 
¶ The DŜƴŜǊŀƭƛȊŜŘ 5ŜǾƛŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅΣ where one 

form of deviant behavior leads to involvement in 
other forms of deviance or because different forms 
of deviance have the same underlying causes. In 
this setting, animal cruelty is but one signal marker 
of a more generalized propensity toward deviance. 

 
The study also examined all three theories within three 
key psychological dimensions: callousness, sensation 
seeking, and impulse control difficulties. 
 

The study reported that: 
¶ 6.4% of the participants declared having perpe-

trated animal abuse in the past, with males having 
done so about three times more often than fe-
males.  

¶ Animal abuse was linked with callousness, difficul-
ties in impulse control and sensation seeking. 

¶ Participants who reported a climate of violence in 
their family, or who had witnessed acts of vio-
lence by their father against their mother, were 
particularly prone to abuse animals, which sup-
ported General Strain Theory predictions.  

¶ To a lesser extent, in line with the Social Bond 
Theory, animal abuse was higher among students 
with lower attachment to their mother, and who 
had a weaker belief in justice. 

¶ Animal abuse was perpetrated significantly more 
often by participants reporting higher alcohol con-
sumption, as predicted by the General Deviance 
Theory.  

 
“Animal harm is related to a combination of risk fac-
tors pertaining to major criminological and psycholog-
ical perspectives on aggression and violence, 
knowledge of which is useful in prioritizing future re-
search directions and prevention strategies,” they 
summarized. 

τ .ŝƎǳŜΣ [ΦΣ DŀǊŎŜǘΣ {ΦΣ ϧ ²ŜƛƴōŜǊƎŜǊΣ 5Φ όнлнрΣ aŀǊŎƘύΦ 
LƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΥ ! ƳǳƭǝŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

 ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ !ƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΦ 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
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¦{!τC959w![ .L[[{ 
IΦwΦ тмнΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘ !ƴƛƳŀƭ !ōǳǎŜ 
5ŜǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ !ŎǘΣ would 

direct the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services to include data on animal abuse 
in the National Child Abuse and Neglect 
Data System (NCANDS) clearinghouse  for 
information relating to child abuse and 
neglect. 
 

IΦwΦ мпттΦ ǘƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ /ǊǳŜƭǘȅ 9ƴπ
ŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ό!/9ύ !ŎǘΣ cites The Link 

and would establish an Animal Cruelty 
Crimes Section within the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s Environment and Natural Re-
sources Division.  
 
 

 
 

![!{Y! 
I. млм  would allow judges to consider 

a history of cruelty to animals as an aggra-
vating factor in imposing a sentence out-
side the sentencing guidelines for defend-
ants convicted of domestic violence in the 
presence of a minor under age 18, or dis-
tributing material depicting bestiality to a 
minor under age 18; current law sets the 
threshold at age 16. 
 

!wL½hb! 
I. ннмм would allow petitioners to file 

for a “severe threat order of protection” 
to prevent a respondent who has threat-
ened or committed an act of violence 
resulting in injury, death or cruel mistreat-
ment of an animal from possessing a fire-
arm.  Violation would be a Class 4 felony. 

I. нрол would clarify that persons who 

are experiencing homelessness, such as 
domestic violence victims, are permitted 
to bring service animals into homeless 
shelters as described under the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. 
 

{. млоу would define the crime of ag-

gravated assault to include assault on an 
animal control officer conducting official 
duties. 
 

{. мпмн would expand the definition od 

“domestic violence”, which currently 
includes subjecting ani animal to cruel 
mistreatment or neglect or abandonment 
that results in serious injury, to also in-
clude illegally killing a domestic animal. 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ  

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻΣ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ  

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΗ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎǎΣ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƻƴ [ƛƴƪ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴΦ 

¸ƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǳǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅΣ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŘŜǊ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ  

ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ-ŘŜŘǳŎǝōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴΦ 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ нлнр ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ фф ōƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀπ
ǘǳǊŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƻǊ-ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
¶ tǳǊǇƭŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŘƻƳŜǎǝŎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 
¶ 5ŀǊƪ ōƭǳŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƭǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ 
¶ DǊŜȅ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŀōǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ 
¶ tƛƴƪ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ 
¶ DǊŜŜƴ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ ϧ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ 
¶ hǊŀƴƎŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ-ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ 
¶ wŜŘ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ƘƻŀǊŘƛƴƎ 
¶ .Ǌƻǿƴ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅ ƻũŜƴŘŜǊǎ 
¶ [ƛƎƘǘ ōƭǳŜ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀũŜŎǘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ [ƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŜǊǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ōƛƭƭǎ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΗ   
 
bƻǘŜΥ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ōƛƭƭ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƛƳǇƭȅ ƻǳǊ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛǎ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ōȅ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǿǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ 
[ƛƴƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ   

LEGISLATIONȣ and THE LINK 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
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/![LChwbL! 
!. рсм would allow domestic violence 

survivors to file for protection orders — 
which can include protection of animals 
— electronically and to appear remotely 
at hearings. 
 

D9hwDL! 
I. мтт ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ {ŜƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǾŜǘƻ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŜũŜŎǘ Wǳƭȅ мΦ  
It would allow courts to issue protection 
orders that include “the care, custody and 
control of any animal owned, possessed, 
kept, or held as a household pet by either 
party or by a minor child living in the 
household or residence of either party.” 
Court orders could also prevent the re-
spondent from harassing, harming, tak-
ing, transferring, encumbering, or con-
cealing pets and committing animal cruel-
ty. 
 

{. млн ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘΦ It would have 

made it a crime to bring a minor under 
age 18 to a dog– or cock-fight; first 
offenses would be “high and aggravated 
misdemeanors” and subsequent offenses 
would be felonies. 

 
I!²!LΩL 

I. сфу, recognizing that “animal cruelty 

offenders are a threat to the health and 
safety of all members of our communi-
ties, especially vulnerable populations,” 
that “animal cruelty is a predictive and co
-occurring crime with violence against 
humans, including children, intimate part-
ners, and the elderly,” and that “children 
who witness animal abuse are also more 
likely to abuse animals as teenagers and 
adults,” would increase the criminal pen-
alties for animal cruelty resulting in an 
animal’s death, dog fighting, causing the 
death of a service or law enforcement 
animal, sexual assault of an animal, and 
subjecting a minor to sexual contact with 
an animal.  
 

{. псл would recognize that children 

living in a home where domestic violence 
and threats of animal cruelty occur are 
victimized even if they haver not been 
physically harmed, and would have stand-
ing to file for a protection order or a tem-
porary restraining order. 

 
 

L[[LbhL{ 
I. тн would amend the Code of Crimi-

nal Procedure to provide that a person 
with three or more pending charges for 
domestic battery, battery, violation of a 
protection order, criminal damage to 
household property, or felony animal 
cruelty that poses a real and present 
threat to the safety of any person or the 
community, may be classified as a habitu-
al misdemeanant offender. 
 

I. мфло would create the Human 

Trafficking Order of Protection Act that 
would include allowing courts to order 
respondents to stay away from, taking, 
harming, or disposing of any animal 
harmed by the petitioner. 
 

I. оост would allow courts to appoint 

attorneys or law students to serve as spe-
cial advocates in the interests of justice in 
any  criminal case involving a dog or cat. 
 
 

Lh²! 
IC ннт would amend the Iowa Veteri-

nary Practice Act and would grant veteri-
narians immunity from administrative, 
civil, or criminal liability or disciplinary 
action, and not subject to confidentiality 
requirements, for acting in good faith and 
reporting to or cooperating with any 
peace officer investigating animal 
mistreatment, animal fighting or 
bestiality. Veterinarians would also be 
immune when providing testimony in any 
case or assisting in the rescue of a 
threatened animal. Veterinarians who 
knowingly make a false report about a 
client’s alleged conduct would be subject 
to disciplinary action, civilly liable for 
damages, and guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Y9b¢¦/Y¸ 
I. фс ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎπ
ǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘΦ  It would have 

defined “coercive control” to include in-
timidating or controlling or compelling 
conduct by damaging, destroying, threat-
ening to damage or destroy, or forcing the 
other person to relinquish domestic ani-
mals. It would also have included com-
municating, either directly or indirectly, 
the intent to harm the other person’s 
domestic animals, including by use of 
physical violence; and causing isolation of 
the other person from domestic animals. 
 

I. оол ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ 
!ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘΦ  It would have 

required individuals who are subjects of a 
domestic violence protection order — 
which may include courts granting posses-
sion of the couple’s animals — to surren-
der any firearms. Protection orders would 
have been required to include language 
notifying the respondent about the fire-
arms prohibition. 
 

I. мфп όάYȅŀƴΩǎ [ŀǿέύ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘΦ  
It would have required animal control 
officers to receive training on recognizing 
child abuse and would have added animal 
control officers to the list of people with a 
duty to report dependency, neglect or 
abuse of a child. 
 
 

a!{{!/I¦{9¢¢{ 
IΦмумт and {Φмнлс would allow courts 

handling divorce settlements to consider, 
in assigning ownership, care and custody 
of a pet, “the best interests of the animal, 
including the animal’s health, safety, com-
fort and well being and whether any party 
or family member residing with any party 
has a history of abuse, cruelty or neglect 
to animals or humans.” 
 

IΦмуон would add humane officers to 

the list of professions mandated to report 
child sexual abuse. Currently, animal con-
trol officers are mandated to report, but 
not humane officers. 
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{Φмноп would make any parent who 

allows their child to subject an animal to 
cruelty or abuse without taking steps to 
prevent, discourage or correct the action: 
liable for a fine of up to $500; and re-
quired to undergo psychiatric evaluation. 
The child would be required to participate 
in psychiatric rehabilitation under a psy-
chologist who specializes in bullying. The 
family could be prohibited from having 
any unsupervised contact with animals 
and all current animals would be relocat-
ed to foster care. 
 
 

aLbb9{h¢! 
IC мумс and {C ммсо would create a 

statewide Link-based Office of Animal 
Protection office in the  Department Bu-
reau of Criminal Apprehension to be more 
effective in enforcing animal cruelty laws 
that protect animals and people.  
 
 

aL{{h¦wL 
I. мнфуΣ I. мрмоΣ {. ср and           
{. срр would add animal control officers 

and humane investigators to the profes-
sionals mandated to report suspected 
elder abuse and child abuse. APS and CPS 
workers, foster care advocates and volun-
teers, and psychologists, mental health 
professionals, social workers, school coun-
selors, teachers, other school profession-
als, juvenile officers, law enforcement 
officers, probation or parole officers, and 
home health aides would be required to 
report suspected animal abuse to a hot-
line established by the Missouri Animal 
Control Association, with immunity from 
civil and criminal liability for good-faith 
reporting. APS and CPS workers would be 
required to complete one hour of training 
on how to identify and report animal 
abuse or neglect and The Link between 
elder and animal abuse. Animal control 
officers and humane investigators would 
be required to complete one hour of train-
ing on how to identify and report child 
and elder abuse and their Links with ani-
mal abuse. 

b9.w!{Y! 
[. ул would amend the state’s laws for 

issuing all-encompassing “protection or-
ders” — which include provisions to award 
custody of pets to the petitioner and en-
join the respondent from harming the pets 
— to create new specific categories of 
“domestic abuse protection orders,” 
“harassment protection orders,” and 
“sexual assault protection orders.” Existing 
pet protection provisions would be re-
tained only under a “domestic abuse pro-
tection order.” 
 
 

b9² I!at{ILw9 
I. рфо would allow a spouse to recover 

damages for the “loss of consortium” from 
a spouse who  intentionally or recklessly 
causes the death of that person’s pet. 
 
 
 

b9² W9w{9¸ 
!нфм would expand the statutory defini-

tions of domestic violence, child abuse, 
elder abuse, and abuse of persons with a 
disability to include acts of animal cruelty 

against those persons’ animals. They also 
would require veterinarians, veterinary 
technicians, domestic violence investiga-
tors, employees of the Department of 
Children & Families, employees of the 
Department of Human Services, Division 
of Aging, police officers, and caregivers at 
residential health care facilities to report 
suspected animal cruelty to law enforce-
ment with civil and criminal immunity for 
reporting in good faith.  
 

! нфс όά{ƘȅŀƴƴŜΩǎ [ŀǿέύ would re-

quire mental health evaluation for all ani-
mal cruelty offenders. 
 

! омл would allow employees of the 

Division of Children Protection and Per-
manency who investigate child abuse 
and neglect and have reason to believe 
that an animal has been subjected to, or 
who witness an act of animal abuse, 
cruelty, or neglect, to report the sus-
pected or witnessed act of animal 
abuse, cruelty, or neglect.  Nothing in 
the bill requires an employee to report 
such an act. Employees who make a 
report, provide records or information 
relating to the report, or who testify in 
any judicial proceeding arising from the 
report, would be immune from liability 
for any actions taken in good faith.  
 

!осф would prohibit convicted animal 

cruelty offenders from having or being 
issued a permit a firearm for a handgun.  
 

! мрмс would add “coercive control” to 

the definition of domestic violence in Sec-
tion 3 of P.L.1991, c.261 (C.2C:25-19)  to 
include acts of cruelty against animals 
owned or possessed by an adult or une-
mancipated minor.  
 

! ннрл would require humane law en-

forcement officers who have reasonable 
cause to believe that a person is a victim 
of domestic violence to report the situa-
tion to a local law enforcement agency, 
with immunity from civil and criminal 
liability for making a report in good faith. 
Currently, they are permitted — but not 
mandated — to report. 
 

! нпрс  and {нун would create a two-

year pilot program to allow courts to ap-
point a pro bono attorney or law student 
special advocate to represent the best 
interests of, and justice for, animals in 
cruelty cases.  
 

! онос would expand the definition of 

domestic violence to include psychological 
abuse. While intimidating threats against 
a person’s animals are not specifically 
included in the state’s definition of do-
mestic violence, courts are allowed to 
consider such acts as coercive control in 
determining whether to issue a protective 
order. 
 

{. нс would rename the Family Violence 

Protection Act as the Protection Against 
Abuse and Violence Act and replace the 
term “domestic abuse” with “abuse” that 
would now include “harm or threatened 
harm to an animal” within the definition 
of “abuse.” Courts would be allowed to 
issue orders of protection that would en-
join the restrained party from committing 
or threatening to commit acts of “abuse” 
against the protected party or designated 
household members. Courts could also 
grant to any party the exclusive or shared 
possession and control of any animal kept, 
owned or leased by either party or any 
minor child in the household. The court 
could order any party to stay away from 
the animal and forbid the party from tak-
ing, transferring, concealing, mistreating, 
harming, or disposing of the animal. 
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b9² a9·L/h 
{. нс ŘƛŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘǳǊŜ 
ŀŘƧƻǳǊƴŜŘΦ  It would have defined coer-

cive-control animal abuse as domestic 
violence and allowed pets to be included 
in  protection orders. The bill would have 
renamed the Family Violence Protection 
Act as the Protection Against Abuse and 
Violence Act and replace “domestic 
abuse” with “abuse” that would include 
“harm or threatened harm to an animal” 
within the definition of “abuse.”  Courts 
could also grant to any party the exclusive 
or shared possession and control of any 
animal kept, owned or leased by either 
party or any minor child in the household. 
The court could order any party to stay 
away from the animal and forbid the party 
from taking, transferring, concealing, mis-
treating, harming, or disposing of the ani-
mal. 
 

 
b9² ¸hwY 

! рфф would add acts of animal fighting, 

aggravated cruelty to animals, poisoning 
animals, injuring certain domestic animals, 
or harming a service animal to the defini-
tion of “serious offense” making it a crime 
to possess a firearm. 
 

! спл and { ннфс would allow civil and 

criminal courts to order that a separate 
advocate be appointed to represent the 
animal’s interests and help ensure the 
well-being of any living animal victims. 
 

! сспΣ { млппΣ { мрснΣ and { мрсоΣ 
ά.ǳǎǘŜǊΩǎ [ŀǿΣέ would prohibit per-

sons convicted of animal cruelty from 
possessing a companion animal until they 
have undergone psychiatric or psychologi-
cal counseling establishing their mental 
capacity and ability to humanely case for 
the animal.  
 

! сфл and { опфм would increase the 

potential prison term for acts of animal 
cruelty when committed in the presence 
of a child. 
 

! тол and { мнлр would increase pen-

alties for animal fighting and aggravated 
animal cruelty and requires defendants 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty to 
undergo a psychiatric evaluation. 

! тпл would allow courts to take into 

consideration the well-being of a compan-
ion animal when determining custody of 
the animal during divorce and legal sepa-
ration proceedings. 
 

! урл would create new crimes of 

“cruelty to animals to threaten, intimidate 
or harass” for intentionally injuring or 
killing, with no justifiable purpose, a com-
panion animal for the purpose of threat-
ening, intimidating or harassing a family 
or household member. Felony penalties 
would be enhanced if the act occurred in 
the presence of a child. 
 

! уфт would criminalize knowingly caus-

ing a minor to attend an animal fight. 
 

! мофм and { ррпп would require per-

sons charged with enforcing laws prohib-
iting cruelty to animals to file a report 
when, in the performance of their duties, 
they have reasonable cause to believe 
that abuse or maltreatment of a child has 
also occurred. The bill would further pro-
vide that persons charged with the re-
sponsibility of filing a report of child abuse 
or maltreatment would also have to file a 
report of suspected animal cruelty.  
 

! мпон and ! муур would relocate anti

-cruelty statutes into the Penal Code from 
the Agriculture & Markets Law, where 
placement suggests that cruelty is not a 
"real" crime since it is not in the penal law 
and diminishes the seriousness of such 
crimes. The bill cites academic studies 
that “have found a clear link between 
animal cruelty during youth and violence 
against humans as an adult” and numer-
ous documented studies that show that 
“there is a direct Link between acts of 
cruelty to animals and violence toward 
others, including child abuse, spousal 
abuse, elder abuse and other violent be-
havior.ò 

 

! мрол would establish “care and treat-

ment of service animals, therapy dogs and 
companion animals in residential pro-
grams for victims of domestic violence.” 
These would include allowing residents’ 
service animals and therapy dogs full ac-
cess to the shelters as long as they do not 
create an undue burden. 
 

! мсол would amend provisions for the 

crimes of “sexual conduct with an animal,” 
a misdemeanor, and “sexual conduct with 
an animal resulting in injury or death,” a 
felony. Convicted offenders would be 
forced to relinquish all of their current 
animals and be permanently barred from 

keeping any animals, or residing, volun-
teering or working with animals. 
 

! мсуф cites the prosecution of animal 

cruelty as a way to protect public safety to 
require all New York State counties to 
have an assistant district attorney to over-
see animal crimes, as several counties in 
the state have already done. 

 

! мсфо and { сто would establish the 

Housing People and Animals Together 
grant program to expand access for co-
sheltering victims of domestic violence 
and people experiencing homelessness 
with companion animals. 
 

! мумсΣ { омру and { псоо would 

include animal fighting as a criminal act  
within the category of enterprise corrup-
tion crimes. 
 

! мфпр would enable veterinarians to 

earn continuing education credits for 
providing free veterinary care for individu-
als residing in domestic violence shelters. 
 

! омру would require courts to require a 

mental health evaluation for offenders 
convicted of aggravated animal cruelty or 
animal fighting. 
 

! онлс and { ммрф would create a new 

category of “domestic violence crimes” to 
include interfering, harassing, intimi-
dating, or harming a family or household 
member’s service animal. 
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! орну would make the commission of 

an act of  aggravated cruelty to animals in 
the presence of a child a Class D felony. 
 

! птро and { мтроΣ “Bella’s Law,” 

would require an investigation into possi-
ble domestic violence or abuse for per-
sons who have been accused of animal 
abuse. 

 

! румр and { псмо would expand pro-

visions of the Family Court Act, the Crimi-
nal Procedure Law, and the Domestic 
Relations Law, which currently allow 
courts to order respondents to refrain 
from harming the companion animals of 
the petitioner or a minor child, to also 
grant petitioners exclusive care, control or 
custody of any animal. 
 

! смфп and { рффуΣ άYȅǊŀΩǎ [ŀǿΣέ 
would require courts determining child 
custody and visitation rights to consider 
credible evidence that includes any par-
ty’s history of domestic violence, child 
abuse, and threats to harm or kill com-
panion animals. 
 

! сррс and { ррмп  would require 

courts to consider recent acts of aggravat-
ed cruelty to animals in determining 
whether grounds exist for issuing a tem-
porary extreme risk protection order. 
 

{ птл Σ άYƛǊōȅ ŀƴŘ vǳƛƎƭŜȅΩǎ [ŀǿΣέ 
expands the definition of aggravated ani-
mal cruelty to include harm to a compan-
ion animal during the commission of a 
felony. 
 

{ мпмм would require individuals con-

victed of animal cruelty to undergo a psy-
chiatric analysis and evaluation. 
 
 

bhw¢I /!wh[Lb! 
{. нтп would repeal the archaic “crime 

against nature, with mankind or beast,,” 
and replace it with the crime of 
“bestiality” as a Class I felony. 
 

 

hw9Dhb 
{. снс would expand the definition of 

child sexual abuse to include exposing 
children to acts of bestiality created by 
artificial intelligence. 
 
 

 
 

 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ 
[LbY-[ŜǧŜǊ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛπ
ƴŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀǎ Ǉƻǎǎƛπ
ōƭŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎπ
ǝƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ tŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ 
ƘŜǊŜōȅ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜ-Ǉƻǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊǝπ
ŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊǎΣ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΣ ƳŀƎŀπ
ȊƛƴŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ƛǎ 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ƛƴƪ /ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ 
www.nationallinkcoalition.org. 

Wǳǎǘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘ Ƙȅπ
ǇŜǊƭƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛπ
ǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ 
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t9bb{¸[±!bL! 
I. фт would recognize that “companion 

animals are living beings that are generally 
regarded as cherished family members 
that offer their owners companionship, 
security and assistance,” and as a “special 
category of personal property” need to be 
granted special consideration in the divi-
sion of property during marriage dissolu-
tion. Parties could enter into an enforcea-
ble agreement regarding the care and/or 
possession of companion animals, and the 
court shall consider all relevant factors. 
 

wIh59 L{[!b5 
I рмнр would amend existing law, which 

allows courts to include household pets in 
domestic violence protection orders, to 
also allow courts to award custody of pets 
to plaintiffs and offer an enforcement 
remedy such as a restraining order or 
other injunctive relief. 
 

I рссф  would add animal cruelty 

offenses of “unnecessary cruelty,” mali-
cious injury, killing, and abandonment to 
the definition of domestic violence crimes 
committed by family or household mem-
bers against one another.   

 

 
{h¦¢I /!wh[Lb! 

I омпо would allow individuals convict-

ed of felony-level animal cruelty to apply 
for a limited pardon that would enable 
them to possess a firearm for hunting 
purposes only, because animal cruelty is 
not considered a “crime of violence.” 
 

I оспм and I пмно would expand the 

definition of child sexual abuse and ob-
scenity to include exposing children to 
acts of bestiality created by computer 
generated images. 
 
 
 

¢9bb9{{99 
I. рпл and { фмс would expand the 

definition of “racketeering activity” to 
include engaging others in the criminal 
activity of animal fighting. 
 
 

¢9·!{ 

I. олпф would designate animal 

control officers as “first responders” 

whose duties include responding 

rapidly to an emergency. 

 

I. прсо would allow children or 

persons with a disability to be accom-

panied by a therapy or facility dog in 

various criminal proceedings. 

 

http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org
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!ǇǊƛƭ мр-му τ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΣ bŜǾΦΥ Several workshops at the HSUS Expo will focus on 
Link-themed cross-community collaborations, including: “Under One Roof: How In-
take Data Can Streamline Human and Animal Services Collaboration”; “Community 
Outreach 101: Creating a Support Services Program Using the Pets for Life Ap-
proach”; “How Law Enforcement and Veterinarians Can Partner to Prevent Animal 
Cruelty”; “Co-Sheltering: Keeping Pets with Their People in Temporary and Emergen-
cy Housing”; “Veterinary Professionals as Animal Advocates: The Power of the Veteri-
nary Voice”; and “Veterinary Social Work: The What, Why and How”. 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ мс τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regu-

lar monthly meeting. 

 
!ǇǊƛƭ нн τ .Ǌȅƴ aŀǿǊΣ tŀΦ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Phil Arkow will present “The ‘Dark Side’ of the 
Human-Animal Bond: A Species-Spanning Approach for Social Workers to Break the 
Cycle of Violence”  to a Bryn Mawr College Graduate School of Social Work class on 
animal-assisted interventions. 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ нн τ Yŀƴǎŀǎ /ƛǘȅΣ aƻΦ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Zoë Agnew-Svoboda of BestyBnB will present a 
webinar on “Pets and People: Safe, Together, Connected.” 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ нн τ ²ƛƭƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5ŜƭΦΥ Martha Smith-Blackmore will present four programs on 
recognizing, documenting, and responding to suspected animal cruelty at the Dela-
ware Veterinary Medical Association’s Spring Conference. 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ нп τ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎΣ aƻΦΥ Don’t Forget the pets will hold a training workshop on how 

to create and sustain pet housing programs for survivors of domestic violence and 

people experiencing homelessness. 

 
!ǇǊƛƭ нт-нф τ aƻƴǘǊŜŀƭΣ vǳŜΦΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀΥ Humane Canada’s Summit for Animals will 
include presentations on: Atira and La Maison Benoit Labre, Vancouver and Montreal 
supportive housing providers with pet outreach programs to assist domestic violence 
survivors and homeless pet owners; and Sophie Gaillard presenting “Who Gets the 
Dog Matters to the Dog: Advocating for Pet Custody Legislation.” 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ нфτaŀȅ м τ {ŀƴ 5ƛŜƎƻΣ /ŀƭƛŦΦΥ Katie Campbell of RedRover will present 
“Getting to ‘Yes!’ and Staying There: Building Support for Pet Housing Programs” at 
the 25th Annual International Family Justice Center Conference. 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ ол όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Phil Arkow, Marie-José Enders-Slegers, Janine Jansen and Rianne 
Haajema will discuss how animal-assisted service providers can help deepen the 
community response to the violence Link in a webinar for the International                  
Association of Human-Animal Interaction Organizations. 
 
!ǇǊƛƭ ол τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Maya Badham of Safeguarding Animal & Hu-
man Survivors of Sexual and Domestic Abuse (SAHSDA) will present  “Recognizing 
and Responding to Companion Animal Abuse as a Tactic of Coercive Control.” 
 
aŀȅ м τ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΣ /ŀƭƛŦΦΥ  Don’t Forget the pets will hold a training workshop on 
how to create and sustain pet housing programs for survivors of domestic violence 
and people experiencing homelessness. 
 

aŀȅ м τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ The Links Group UK will conduct a webinar, 

“Animal Abuse as a Strategy of Coercive Control: Safeguarding People and Animals.” 

 

{. мсру would allow courts to issue 

Extreme Risk Protective Orders, prohib-

iting respondents from possessing fire-

arms; Texas protection orders already 

prohibit respondents from harming, 

threatening or interfering with the custo-

dy of the plaintiff’s pet, companion animal 

or therapy animal. 

 

{. мсто would require courts to order 

individuals convicted of cruelty to non-

livestock animals  to undergo psychologi-

cal counseling. 

 

¦¢!I 
I. мрф allows Utah au-

thorities to recognize domestic violence 
protection orders issued in Canada. Utah 
protection orders already include provi-
sions protecting household animals. 
 

I. псм ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΦ It would have 

allowed courts to order individuals con-
victed of animal cruelty to participate in 
animal cruelty prevention programs, edu-
cation programs, or psychological counsel-
ing for treatment of mental health disor-
ders that the court considers contributed 
to the commission of the crime. 
 

{. нп ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΦ It would have 

replaced the definition of child abuse 
“serious physical injury” with  any injury 
that seriously impairs a child’s health, 
mental well-being or development includ-
ing threatening an animal known to the 
child or forcing or coercing a child to in-
jure an animal. 
 
 

²9{¢ ±LwDLbL! 
I. нлсу would prohibit activities con-

nected with sexual abuse of an animal, 
establish criminal penalties, provide for 
forfeiture of animals, and restrict owner-
ship of animals upon conviction. 
 

/!b!5! 
.ƛƭƭ /-оон would add to the Criminal 

Code a new crime of controlling or coer-
cive conduct, defined as a “pattern of 
conduct” with intent to cause the ac-
cused’s intimate partner to believe their 
physical or psychological safety is threat-
ened, including actual or threatened vio-
lence against their animal. It would also 
add this offense to the criteria for deter-
mining the accused’s eligibility to have a 
firearms license. 

LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

https://ace25.mapyourshow.com/8_0/#/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
mailto:pattyffphd@gmail.com
https://www.mybestybnb.com/trainings/pets-and-people
https://www.devma.org/spring-conference-2025
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/st-louis
https://reg.eventmobi.com/summitforanimals/pages/schedule
https://web.cvent.com/event/4473cb65-6e8d-4fc0-8427-20e7900cb71b/summary
https://iahaio.org/webinars/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/safeguardinganimalhumansurvivorsofsexualanddomesticabuse
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/LA
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/event-registration/?mc_cid=ce4c125553&mc_eid=092a82997d
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aƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀπ

ǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǎǘŀũǎΣ Ƴǳƭǝ-ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ 

ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 

ŀōǳǎŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦ 

 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ  

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ τ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ-

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ τ ƛƴ 

ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ /ƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭƛƴŜŘ ƘȅǇŜǊƭƛƴƪǎ 

ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎπ

ƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 

 

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǝƴƎ ŀ [ƛƴƪ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ 

ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 

ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΣ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 

ǊŜŦŜǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ 

ƻǳǊ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ .ǳǊŜŀǳΦ 

21 

aŀȅ м όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ  Rebecca Stephens and Lisa Wiborg will discuss Lucy’s Project’s animal inclu-
sivity programs in domestic and family violence services for the International Association of 
Veterinary Social Workers. 
 
aŀȅ р-с τ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/ΦΥ The National Council of Juvenile & Family Court Judges’  Judi-
cial Institute on the Human-Animal Bond and the LINK Between Animal Cruelty and Interper-
sonal Violence: Issues in Family Law Cases will be held at George Washington University. 
 
aŀȅ т τ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊƛŀΣ ±ŀΦ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Phil Arkow will present “Connecting the Dots in Pre-
venting Domestic Violence: Animal Abuse’s LINK with Family Violence in Military and Civilian                
Families” in a webinar for the National Organization for Victim Advocacy. 
 
aŀȅ т-ф τ 5ŀȅǘƻƴŀ .ŜŀŎƘ {ƘƻǊŜǎΣ CƭŀΦΥ The Animal Forensic Investigations Conference will 
be hosted by the University of Florida’s Veterinary Forensic Sciences Laboratory, in collabo-
ration with The Maples Center for Forensic Medicine and the International Society for Ani-
mal Forensic Sciences.  
 
aŀȅ у τ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ: Shawn Ashley of the SPCA of Texas will discuss The Link between 
domestic violence and animal abuse and veterinary reporting of suspected abuse in “When 
Animal Cruelty Walks Through the Door…” at the Texas Unites for Animals conference. 
 
aŀȅ мо-мп τ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΣ bŜǾΦΥ Phil Arkow will present “A Salute to the Pioneers Protecting 
‘Woman’s Best Friend,” and Nancy Blaney will present “Under One Roof: Animals and Inter-
personal Violence” at the convening of PAWS grantees organized by Noah’s Animal House. 
 
aŀȅ мо-мс τ /ƭŜŀǊǿŀǘŜǊΣ CƭŀΦΥ The 2025 Conference of the International Veterinary Forensic 
Sciences Association’s programs will include: Roshni Ladny presenting “Childhood Animal 
Cruelty Exposure as Violence Against Children, Society and the Environment: Implications of 
the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child General Comment 26”; Jeremy 
Hoffman presenting “Chasing Monsters: Intersections of Paraphilic -Behavior in Animal Sexu-
al Offenders”; and Jill Hollander presenting “Animal Cruelty as Coercive Control in Elder and 
Vulnerable Adult Abuse Cases.” 
 
aŀȅ мф τ 5ŀƭƭŀǎΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎΥ Allie Phillips will present “Animal Abuse + Family Violence: Investi-

gation and Prosecution Strategies to Keep Families Safe” at the 2025 Conference on Crimes 

Against Women. 

 
aŀȅ нл τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Maya Badham of Safeguarding Animal & Human Survi-
vors of Sexual and Domestic Abuse (SAHSDA) will present the “Safeguarding for Pet Profes-
sionals” training on how to recognize and respond to domestic and animal abuse. 
 
aŀȅ нм τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its monthly 
meeting. 
 

aŀȅ нн ς hǧŀǿŀΣ hƴǘΦΣ /ŀƴŀŘŀ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Humane Canada’s ACT Project will present its 

Spring Community of Practice (COP) on “ACT to Keep Families Safe.”  

 

WǳƴŜ о τ .ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ LƭƭΦΥ Phil Arkow will present “Learn What the Monster Likes… and 
Feed it! Bridging the Animal Rights/Welfare Gap by Focusing on The Link between Animal 
Abuse and Human Violence” at the Prairie States Animal Welfare Conference. 
 
WǳƴŜ р τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Maya Badham of Safeguarding Animal & Human Survi-
vors of Sexual and Domestic Abuse (SAHSDA) will present  “Recognizing and Responding to 
Companion Animal Abuse as a Tactic of Coercive Control.” 

LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

https://iavsw.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1933463&group=
https://iavsw.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1933463&group=
https://www.ncjfcj.org/events/judicial-institute-on-the-human-animal-bond-and-the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-interpersonal-violence-issues-in-family-law-cases/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/events/judicial-institute-on-the-human-animal-bond-and-the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-interpersonal-violence-issues-in-family-law-cases/
https://trynova.org/nova-victim-assistance-academy/
https://animalforensics.vetmed.ufl.edu/training/2025-animal-forensic-investigations-conference/
https://texasunites.cventevents.com/event/2025conference/summary
https://noahsanimalhouse.org/
https://whova.com/web/vZSHUpDyCTKQbStTJNxZenm7USlekbTsfHhbaqCDtJg%3D/
https://whova.com/web/vZSHUpDyCTKQbStTJNxZenm7USlekbTsfHhbaqCDtJg%3D/
https://conferencecaw.org/about/
https://conferencecaw.org/about/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/safeguardinganimalhumansurvivorsofsexualanddomesticabuse
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/9IkORNjHRKG5wWraBWBRjA#/registration
https://iawf.wildapricot.org/prairiestatesconference
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/safeguardinganimalhumansurvivorsofsexualanddomesticabuse
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WǳƴŜ му τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will  

hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

WǳƴŜ нп όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Phil Arkow will present “Pet Protection Orders: A  
Powerful Tool to Respond to Animal Abuse and Domestic Violence” in  
a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 
 
WǳƴŜ нс τ bŜǿ hǊƭŜŀƴǎΣ [ŀΦΥ Phil Arkow will present “Moms, Kids & Critters: Connecting the Dots between Child, Domestic and 
Animal Abuse” at the 32nd Annual Colloquium of the American Professional Society on the Abuse of Children (APSAC).  
 
Wǳƭȅ ф τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ The Links Group UK will conduct its virtual Annual Meeting. 
 
Wǳƭȅ мс τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

Wǳƭȅ но τ {ŀƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΣ /ŀƭƛŦΦ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Phil Arkow will present “Closing the ‘PAWS Gap’ in Victim Advocacy through Pet-Inclusive 

Services” at the National Organization for Victim Advocacy’s 51st Annual Training Event. 

 

!ǳƎΦ нл τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

!ǳƎΦ нн τ {ǘŀǘŜǎǾƛƭƭŜΣ bΦ/ΦΥ Phil Arkow will present “The ‘Dark Side’ of the Human-Animal Bond: Animal Abuse and its Link with 

Human Violence” to Equuvation. 

 

{ŜǇǘΦ мм τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Maya Badham of Safeguarding Animal & Human Survivors of Sexual and Domestic Abuse 
(SAHSDA) will present the “Safeguarding for Pet Professionals” training on how to recognize and respond to domestic and animal 
abuse. 
 

{ŜǇǘΦ мс τ wŜŘƳƻƴŘΣ hǊŜΦΥ Phil Arkow will present “Connecting the Dots in Animal Care & Control and Human Violence: How to 

Better Protect People AND Animals” at the Oregon Animal Control Council Training Conference. 

 

{ŜǇǘΦ мт τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

{ŜǇǘΦ мт-му τ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ bΦ aŜȄΦΥ Phil Arkow will present on “Protecting ‘Women's Best Friend’; Assessing the Impact of Ani-

mal-Inclusive Protection Orders” among multiple speakers speaking at Positive Links’ New Mexico Conference on The Link. 

 

hŎǘΦ мр τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

hŎǘΦ мт-му τ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀΣ DŀΦΥ Phil Arkow will present at the 26th Annual Animal Protection & Wellness Expo. 

 

hŎǘΦ но τ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Maya Badham of Safeguarding Animal & Human Survivors of Sexual and Domestic Abuse 
(SAHSDA) will present  “Recognizing and Responding to Companion Animal Abuse as a Tactic of Coercive Control.” 
 
bƻǾΦ му τ aƻǊǊƛǎǘƻǿƴΣ bΦWΦΥ Phil Arkow will present on “The ‘Dark Side’ of the Human-Animal Bond” to the Soothing Paws Pro-
gram at the Morristown Medical Center. 
 

bƻǾΦ мф τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

5ŜŎΦ п ς /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎΣ /ƻƭƻΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Andrew Campbell will present “No Safe Place: How Domestic Violence Harms Children” 

in a Justice Clearinghouse webinar.  
 

5ŜŎΦ мт τ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎƘΣ tŀΦ  όƻƴƭƛƴŜύΥ Pennsylvania’s Keystone LINK will hold its regular monthly meeting. 

 

https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/calendar-page/
https://www.memberleap.com/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=42192895&orgcode=APSA
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/event-registration/?mc_cid=ce4c125553&mc_eid=092a82997d
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://trynova.org/events/nova-conference/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
http://www.equuvation.org/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/safeguardinganimalhumansurvivorsofsexualanddomesticabuse
https://www.oacc.net/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.thelinknm.com/nm-conference-on-the-link/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.animalprotectionexpo.org/
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/safeguardinganimalhumansurvivorsofsexualanddomesticabuse
https://www.atlantichealth.org/locations/morristown-medical-center
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/no-safe-place-how-domestic-violence-harms-children/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
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Teen Arrested in Arson, Dog Death 

THE LINKȣ in the NEWS 

P eel Regional Police in Ontario, 

Canada arrested an unnamed 

teenage boy and were prepar-

ing to file charges in connection with a 

house fire that was deliberately set and 

the stabbing of a service dog. Insauga Local News 

reported that no people were injured in the fire, 

which occurred in Mississauga, but that the injured 

dog was being treated by Mississauga animal ser-

vices workers. The fire was extinguished quickly but 

there was extensive damage to the house. Authori-

ties said the youth had a connection to the home but 

declined to describe what that was. 

P olice who intercepted an elec-

tronic invitation to a cockfight 

in March, 2024 wound up ar-

resting 48 individuals who were indict-

ed in February 2025 by the Atlantic 

County Prosecutor’s Office with multi-

ple offenses including animal cruelty, 

mutilation of animals, witnessing/paying admission to 

attend an event involving animal fighting, gambling on ani-

mal fighting, possession of controlled dangerous substanc-

es, and resisting arrest by flight. The Daily Voice reported 

that Galloway Township police were able to stop the event 

that was to take place in an arena specifically constructed 

for rooster fighting. Dozens of roosters and four dogs, 

many of which had varying degrees of injury and mutila-

tion and lived in deplorable conditions, and $37,000 in 

cash were seized. The 48 individuals who were indicted 

included 46 men and two women, most of whom have His-

panic family names, range in age from 24 to 70, and come 

from North and South Jersey and the Philadelphia area. 

 

Previously, Jose Madera, 33, of Egg Harbor City, N.J., pled 

guilty to organizing the event and several counts of animal 

cruelty and was sentenced to probation. 

48 Indicted in N.J. Cockfight Bust 

Alleged Dog Beater Charged 
with Resisting Arrest 

P olice in Visalia, Calif.              
responding to a report of 
animal abuse arrested 

Gerardo Angel Guzman, 29, on 
charges of animal cruelty and sub-
sequently also filed charges of re-
sisting arrest and battery of a po-
lice officer. KMPH-TV reported that a neighbor 
showed police a video of Guzman allegedly beating 
the dog with a wooden weapon. When officers tried 
to contact Guzman he barricaded himself inside his 
home and made threats towards the officers. Police 
said Guzman eventually left his house and tried to 
assault them but was caught and taken into custody. 
Animal Control took custody of the dog, which sus-
tained minor injuries. 

Greek Animal Hoarder Lived with Dead 

Motherȭs Body for 20 Days 

A  Greek woman with a history of animal hoarding 

and who apparently was unable to part with her 

dead mother lived for at least 20 days with the 

corpse wrapped in sheets and plastic bags in her bedroom. 

The unnamed woman, 66, had previously been accused of 

neglecting more than 40 cats. Several malnourished and 

suffering cats, waste, filth, and an overwhelming stench 

were reportedly found in the apartment along with the 

woman’s dead mother. The daughter was placed under 

psychiatric evaluation.  

 

Anthoula Anasoglou, an attorney with the Panhellenic          

Animal Abuse Prevention Unit, cited The Link in a media 

interview. “It becomes increasingly clear that those who 

abuse animals are often capable of harming humans as 

well,” she said. 

https://www.insauga.com/teen-arrested-dog-injured-in-house-fire-in-mississauga
https://www.newsbreak.com/daily-voice-525087/3833882279018-48-people-face-animal-cruelty-charges-in-south-jersey-cockfighting-ring-prosecutor
https://kmph.com/news/local/man-arrested-faces-animal-abuse-charges-after-dog-was-found-beaten
https://en.protothema.gr/2025/03/11/horror-in-exarchia-woman-lived-for-20-days-with-dead-mother-and-dozens-of-cats/
https://en.protothema.gr/2025/03/11/horror-in-exarchia-woman-lived-for-20-days-with-dead-mother-and-dozens-of-cats/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/contact-us-2


24 

THE LINKȣ in the NEWS 

A uthorities in Canton, Ohio arrested a couple 

— one of whom was also facing domestic  

violence charges — and charged them with 

multiple counts of animal cruelty after hundreds of 

rats and other animals were rescued from a 

“house of horrors” where human remains may 

have also been found.  

 

WBNS-TV reported that  Billy Jack Park, 45, was 

charged on March 5 with seven counts of 

“prohibitions  concerning companion animals.” 

One day later, Kristie Hatton, 41, said to be Park’s girl-

friend and who was already in custody for domestic 

violence and felonious assault charges, was also 

charged with seven counts of cruelty. 

262 Rats, Possible Human Bones, Found in Home with Domestic Violence History 

The complaint — the result of a neighbor’s tip about 

rats living inside the house — alleges serious physical 

harm to three dogs, two birds and two turtles that 

were confined in “deplorable conditions” in a resi-

dence filled with hundreds of rats, feces, urine, 

dirt, garbage, clutter, and deceased animal re-

mains. Dozens of city workers needed protective 

gear to execute the search warrant. Officials also 

discovered bones on the property that the Stark 

County Coroner’s Office said were “likely human” 

and appear to be very old. 

 

The Pipsqueakery, a nonprofit rescue in Bloomington, 

Ind., removed 262 rats from the home. 

4×Ï ,ÉÎË #ÁÓÅÓ ÉÎ #ÁÎÔÏÎȟ /ÈÉÏȣ 

Domestic Violence Offender Charged with Arson and Animal Cruelty 

M eanwhile, in an unrelated case, a man in 

Canton, Ohio who was on probation for a 

domestic violence charge was indicted by a 

Stark County Grand Jury for allegedly hanging his dog 

and setting a house on fire. WOIO-TV reported that 

Bobby Lee Long, 29, was charged with arson and cruel-

ty to companion animals on Feb. 20. 

 

Canton police were called to a duplex residence last 

Dec. 26 where they found several broken windows and 

Long reportedly telling an officer there is “a dead dog 

down in the basement” and that he had set the house 

on fire “a few days ago.” Long’s statements were ap-

parently captured on the officer’s bodycam. 

Daughter Charged in Dogsȭ Killing of  Mother with Dementia 

J essica Hoff, 47, of Colorado City,  

Colo., is facing charges of criminal 

negligence resulting in the death of 

an at-risk adult and 54 counts of           

aggravated animal abuse for apparently leaving her        

76-year-old mother, who had dementia, alone with 

her dogs while she went to run errands. The Pueblo 

Chieftain reported that investigators found 54 dogs 

and seven birds living in unsanitary conditions at the 

family’s two properties. The mother, LaVonne Hoff, 

had required 24-hour care. All the dogs were taken in 

by animal control. 

KKTV later reported that 14 of the 42 dogs that were 

impounded had to be euthanized as a result of severe 

medical conditions; 28 dogs and all seven birds were 

rehomed. 

 

According to court records, Hoff had been disbarred by 

the State Bar of Texas for engaging in professional mis-

conduct. After failing to notify Colorado officials, she 

was subsequently disbarred in Colorado. She had also 

been served with a temporary restraining order bar-

ring her from operating an unlicensed animal shelter 

without a permit; the status of any permit was un-

clear. 

https://www.10tv.com/article/news/crime/canton-man-arrested-animal-cruelty-possible-bones-billy-jack-park/95-594ab17e-8d4b-4d65-9e8e-bfef5d13782c
https://www.cleveland19.com/2025/02/27/canton-man-indicted-hanging-his-dog/
https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2025/03/21/colorado-woman-charged-with-negligence-after-mother-killed-by-dogs/82605494007/
https://www.chieftain.com/story/news/2025/03/21/colorado-woman-charged-with-negligence-after-mother-killed-by-dogs/82605494007/
https://www.kktv.com/2025/03/25/learn-what-happened-dogs-involved-attack-elderly-colorado-city-woman-daughter-facing-charges/
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Ohio Man Charged 

with Child and  

Animal Sex Abuse 

A fter Licking County, 

Ohio Sheriff’s depu-

ties received a cyber 

tip from the 

Internet Crimes 

Against Children 

about apparent 

child sexual 

abuse material, they arrested 

Trent Willard, 40, of Heath on 

20 counts of child and animal 

sexual abuse. WBNS-TV re-

ported that Willard was ac-

cused of having more than 150 

images of child sexual abuse 

material depicting juveniles, 

including toddlers as young as 

1 year old, engaged in sexual 

conduct, according to the 

complaint. Authorities also 

found images/videos of people 

engaged in sexual conduct 

with dogs. Willard has pled not 

guilty to all charges. 

Texan Accused of Killing 

Wife, Dumping Her 4 Dogs 

A  Houston, Texas 

man accused of 

murdering his 

wife is also suspected of 

dumping her four dogs on 

a busy highway, Fox26 reported that 

Chance Zane Chavez, 34, was being 

held on a $250,000 bond and charges 

of allegedly beating his wife, Kristen, 

32 to death with an iron. Kristen’s 

family accused him of having dumped 

her four dogs on the busy Katy Free-

way. Three of the dogs were later 

found and taken to area shelters but 

residents were searching for a dachs-

hund named “Peaches” who was still 

missing. “She doesn’t have any chil-

dren, so these dogs are her babies,” 

said Julia Green, Kristen's sister.   

Concern for Wandering 

Toddler Leads Police to 

Shocking Scene at Home  

M ultiple reports of a  

toddler wandering the 

streets in his pajamas 

and a soiled diaper led police to a 

home with extremely hazardous 

conditions where they said they 

found the child’s heavily intoxicat-

ed father passed out on the bed, 

and an emaciated dog with an ear 

that was almost rotted off and fur 

missing from its body.  

 

ABC News said 

Flagler County, 

Fla. Sheriff’s depu-

ties arrested Ross 

Judy, 44, of Palm 

Coast, on charges 

of child neglect and animal aban-

donment. The house was said to 

be filled with animal feces and 

garbage, bugs swimming in toilet 

water, and a sink piled so high 

with cigarette ashes that the sink 

was no longer visible. Florida DCF 

and Palm Coast Animal Control 

were also investigating the inci-

dent.  

 

“The Flagler County Sheriff’s Office 

has no tolerance for anyone en-

dangering children or animals,” 

said Sheriff Rick Staly. “I am thank-

ful to our residents who ‘saw 

something and said something’ so 

that our deputies could inter-

vene.”  

Man Charged with Killing 

Exȭs Dog ȰTo Prove a Pointȱ 

P olice in 
Grandview, 
Mo., charged 

Cleven R. Nevels, Jr., 
52, with harassment, 
animal abuse, viola-
tion of a protective 
order, armed criminal action, and 
tampering with evidence for allegedly 
killing his ex’s dachshund “to prove a 
point.” KMBC-TV reported that police 
said Nevels was under the influence 
of narcotics when he made the state-
ment and that the remains of the dog 
were found on a smoking barbecue 
grill. Police said Nevels admitted to 
killing the dog to retaliate against his 
ex, who had obtained a restraining 
order against him. 

https://www.10tv.com/article/news/crime/licking-county-man-charged-child-sexual-abuse-material-case/530-c230fa59-0557-4f6b-9028-d5e9f0db0113
https://www.fox26houston.com/news/houston-wife-killed-iron-lost-dog-family-speaks
https://www.kmbc.com/article/grandview-missouri-man-charged-graphic-case-animal-abuse/62377955
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You Can Help 
Us Create Safer 
Communities! 

The National Link            
Coalition is the only               
international education 
and advocacy organiza-
tion working to prevent 
animal cruelty, domestic 
violence, child maltreat-
ment, and elder abuse by 
showing how they are 
Linked. As the global 
resource center on             
The Link between               
animal cruelty and               
human violence we train 
multidisciplinary               
professionals, showcase 
programs, and publicize 
legislation and research 
to foster collaborations 
that create safer                   
communities by                
recognizing that when 
animals are abused,    
people are at risk, and 
when people are abused, 
animals are at risk.  
 
I.R.S. 501c3 tax ID                
#92-2607909. 
 
Join us! 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ[ƛƴƪ/ƻŀƭƛǝƻƴΦƻǊƎ 

ŀǊƪƻǿǇŜǘǎϪǎƴƛǇΦƴŜǘ 

National Link Coalition Leadership Team 

Board of Directors 
tƘƛƭ !ǊƪƻǿΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘκ{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
    Instructor, Animal Abuse & Family Violence, University of Florida 
    Adjunct Faculty, Animal-Assisted Therapy & Activities, Harcum College 
    Etowah, N. Car. 
wŀƴŘŀƭƭ [ƻŎƪǿƻƻŘΣ tƘΦ5ΦΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘκ.ƻŀǊŘ /ƘŀƛǊ 
    Consultant, ASPCA 
    Falls Church, Va.  
[ŜǎƭŜȅ !ǎƘǿƻǊǘƘ, ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
    Former Director, Domestic Violence & Stalking Program, Columbus Ohio City Attorney’s Office 
    Boone, N. Car.  
.ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²Φ .ƻŀǘΣ tƘΦ5Φ,                                
    Retired Associate Professor, University of Cincinnati Academic Health Center 
    Past Director, Childhood Trust, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
    Cincinnati, Ohio  
YŜƴŘǊŀ /ƻǳƭǘŜǊΣ tƘΦ5Φ 
    Professor, Management & Organizational Studies 
    Coordinator, Animal Ethics and Sustainability Leadership 
    Huron University College at Western University, London, Ont., Canada 
aŀǊƪ YǳƳǇŦΣ /!²!    
   Principal Director, Animal Control & Care Academy 
    Dayton, Ohio 
tŀǳƭ bŜŜŘƘŀƳ    
    Chair, Education Committee, National Adult Protective Services Association 
    Shawnee, Okla.  

Professional Advisory Committee 
5ƛŀƴŜ .ŀƭƪƛƴΣ WΦ5Φ 
  Retired Chief Deputy District Attorney 
  Denver, Colo.  
bŀƴŎȅ .ƭŀƴŜȅ όнлнпύ 
   Director, Government Affairs 
   Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, D.C. 
/ƭŀƛǊŜ /ƻǳƎƘƭƛƴ όнлнрύ 
   Director, Companion Animal Programs 
   Animal Welfare Institute, St. Louis, Mo. 
{ǘŜǾŜ 5ŀƭŜ 
  Nationally Syndicated Radio Host and Author 
  Chicago, Ill.  
¢ƘŜ IƻƴΦ wƻǎŀ /Φ CƛƎŀǊƻƭŀ 
  Retired Circuit Probate Judge,  
  11th Judicial Circuit 
  Miami, Fla.  
aŀȅŀ DǳǇǘŀΣ tƘΦ5Φ    ό!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜύ 
  Vice President, Research, 
  ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
  Woodstock, Ga.  
WƻŜȅ hǊŘǳƴŀ IŀǎǝƴƎǎ 
  CEO, National Council of Juvenile & Family  
  Court Judges 
  Reno, Nev.  
YŜƴŘŀƭƭ IƻǳƭƛƘŀƴ, 5±a 
  Assistant Director, Animal Welfare Division 
  American Veterinary Medical Association 
  Schaumburg, Ill.  
!ƴƴ [ŀŀǘǎŎƘΣ WΦ5Φ 
  Justice System Coordinator 
  Nat’l Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 
  Milwaukee, Wis.  

9Ƴƛƭȅ tŀǧŜǊǎƻƴ-YŀƴŜΣ tƘΦ5Φ  
  Director, Research 
  ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
  Chicago, Ill. 
!ƭƭƛŜ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ WΦ5Φ   
  Director, Sheltering Animals and Families 
  Together (SAF-T) 
  Lansing, Mich.  
DŀƭŜ wŀǎƛƴΣ WΦ5Φ 
  Retired Associate Judge,  
  Baltimore City Circuit Court,  
  Chestertown, Md.  
¢ƘŜ IƻƴΦ WƻƘƴ WΦ wƻƳŜǊƻΣ WǊΦ 
  Retired District Judge, Children’s Court Division 
  2nd Judicial District, Albuquerque, N. Mex.  
{ǳŜ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΣ a5 
  Child Abuse Pediatrician, CARES Northwest 
  Portland, Ore. 
aŀǊǘƘŀ {ƳƛǘƘ-.ƭŀŎƪƳƻǊŜΣ 5±a 
  President, Forensic Veterinary Investigations, LLC 
  Boston, Mass.  
WƻƘƴ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 
  Executive V.P., Small & Rural Law Enforcement 
  Executives Association 
  Alexandria, Va.  
YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ ²ƻƻŘΣ WΦ5Φ 
  Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice Program 
  Animal Legal Defense Fund 
  Portland, Ore.  

https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3741944/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:randall.lockwood@aspca.org
mailto:ashworth306@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.boat@uc.edu
mailto:kendra.coulter@huron.uwo.ca
mailto:dogcop481@hotmail.com
mailto:TCS4APS@gmail.com
mailto:balkinwise@comcast.net
mailto:nancy@awionline.org
mailto:claire@awionline.org
mailto:petworld@stevedale.tv
mailto:rosafigarola305@gmail.com
mailto:maya.gupta@aspca.org
mailto:jhastings@ncjfcj.org
mailto:khoulihan@avma.org
mailto:alaatsch@ncall.us
mailto:emily.patterson-kane@aspca.org
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
mailto:rasindetre@gmail.com
mailto:jjulio347@gmail.com
mailto:skinner_sue@msn.com
mailto:marthasmithdvm@gmail.com
mailto:jwt8156@gmail.com
mailto:kmwood@aldf.org
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S

