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Explore Our New Format for Legislative News 

With this issue of The LINK-Letter we introduce a new, more user-friendly 

way for you to keep track of the dozens of bills introduced each year into 

state, federal and Canadian legislatures. In past issues we segmented these 

bills by their Link topic: domestic violence, child maltreatment, elder 

abuse, etc. This made it easy for advocates focusing on any one type of 

legislation, but created unwieldy lists for readers seeking to learn what is 

going on in their particular state. 

 

So we’re now listing bills by state, which should make it easier for you to 

learn about what’s most relevant to you. We’re still color-coding the bills 

to further delineate what each bill’s primary focus is. And we’ve highlight-

ed which bills are newly introduced. You’ll find a key to the color-coding at 

the start of the legislation list beginning on Page 14.  

http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S


About the                                           
National Link Coalition 

The National Link Coalition 

is the only international 

educational and advocacy 

organization working to 

prevent animal cruelty,  

domestic violence, child 

maltreatment, and elder 

abuse by showing how they 

intersect.  

 

As the global resource             

center on The Link between 

animal cruelty and human 

violence — with readers in 

55 countries — we train 

multidisciplinary                 

professionals, showcase 

programs, and publicize 

legislation and research to 

foster collaborations that 

create safer communities 

by recognizing that when 

animals are abused, people 

are at risk, and when              

people are abused, animals 

are at risk. 

CHILD WELFARE… and THE LINK 

2 

Two bills being 

introduced in the 

Kentucky Legisla-

ture that would 

require animal             

Kiera Dunk                         control officers to 

receive training on child abuse, and to 

report suspected cases, have a tragic 

history based on The Link. 

 

SB 106 and HB 253, to be known as 

“Kyan’s Law,” came about as a result of 

a tragic Link case. In 2021, Kaitlyn Hig-

gins, 28, was arrested and charged with 

murdering her son, Kyan, aged 10. Be-

cause animal abuse can be an indicator 

of a future crime, Joye Keeley, a former 

lieutenant in the Louisville Metro Police 

Department, filed an open records re-

quest with Louisville Metro Animal Ser-

vices. 

 

Keeley found that Animal Services had 

responded to complaints against Ky-

an’s mother more than 20 times. 

 

In her law enforcement role, Keeley 
investigated child abuse and domestic 
violence and sometimes found them  
co-occurring with animal abuse, she 
told WDRB-TV. “The reason that they 
do co-occur, is because of the abusive 
nature of the perpetrator. That's the 
link that links it all together.”  
 
Keeley went on to found the Kentucky 
Link Coalition, but the story doesn't 
end there. 
 
Kyan’s story inspired Kiera Dunk, a high 
school freshman in Oldham County, 
Ky., to approach lawmakers in Frank-

Teen Prompts Legislators to  

Introduce Cross-Reporting Bill 

fort  about a bill. It would require evi-
dence-informed trainings on child abuse 
and neglect recognition for animal control 
officers. Those who know or have reason-
able cause to believe that a child is ne-
glected or abused would file a report. 
 
“I'm hoping that it will help children get 
out of that situation before abuse can oc-
cur,” Dunk said.  
 
Louisville already has a local ordinance 
requiring all police and animal control 
officers to be trained on The Link between 
animal and human abuse (See the Decem-
ber 2021 LINK-Letter). The director of Old-
ham County Animal Control said the intro-
duction of mandated training would be a 
positive game-changer. 
 
“I admire her 
ingenuity, her 
passion,” Kee-
ley said of 
Dunk, who 
had earlier 
built a reputa-
tion as a legis-
lative advo-
cate for chil-
dren. Even though she’s not old enough to 
vote, in 2022 she helped produce "Kami's 
Law," which made criminal abuse against 
a child under 12 years old a Class B felony. 
 
Dunk hopes other children and teens will 
continue to approach lawmakers in trying 
to make a difference. “I say it's very im-
portant to have a voice in the govern-
ment,” Dunk said. “If you're passionate 
about something, try and make changes.” 

“It's very  
important to  
have a voice in the  
government.  
If you're passionate 
about something,  
try and make  
changes.” 

https://www.wdrb.com/news/politics/kentucky-teen-helping-to-introduce-kyans-law-aimed-at-training-animal-control-officers-to-recognize/article_5f2ea4d6-b038-11ee-96a0-d7fa0809e50d.html
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/LINK-Letter-2021-December.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/LINK-Letter-2021-December.pdf
https://www.wdrb.com/news/politics/kentucky-legislators-react-to-new-laws-tightening-criminal-penalties/article_e791615e-0217-11ed-b4bb-77f3c05d0abe.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/politics/kentucky-legislators-react-to-new-laws-tightening-criminal-penalties/article_e791615e-0217-11ed-b4bb-77f3c05d0abe.html
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Are Humane Officers Mandated to Report Suspected Child Abuse? 

An interesting question was posed to us 

by a local humane society. We thought 

we’d toss it out to all our animal control 

officers, humane investi-

gators, prosecutors, and 

judges to get your in-

sights. Here goes: 

 

The shelter is one of sev-

eral humane societies in 

its state that have long 

had government powers 

to serve as animal cruelty and control law enforce-

ment. Its Humane Enforcement Officers are part of the 

Police Department but are employees of the Humane 

Society. They can issue citations, carry handcuffs and 

make arrests. But do they have to report suspected 

child abuse to either the local police or the Depart-

ment of Human Services? 

 

The state statute mandating child abuse reporting 

reads: 
“Employees or officers of any law enforcement agency, 

including but not limited to the courts, police depart-

ments, department of law enforcement, correctional 

institutions, and parole or probation offices” who “in 

their professional or official capacity, have reason to be-

lieve that child abuse or neglect has occurred or that 

there exists a substantial risk that child abuse or neglect 

may occur in the reasonably foreseeable future, shall 

immediately report the matter orally.” 

 

But what about elsewhere? Are contracted animal care 

and control services the same as staff members when 

it comes to responsibilities for reporting child abuse? 

 

In many states, it’s moot: either everyone is a mandat-

ed reporter, or animal control officers are explicitly 

named as mandated reporters. ACOs in Virginia, for 

example, must receive training on recognizing and re-

porting suspected child abuse. 

But what about officers employed by a humane society 

or SPCA? According to our National Directory of Abuse 

Investigation Agencies, 626 humane groups have such 

authority, usually because either: 

(a) the humane society/SPCA has a long, respected 

history of animal cruelty investigatory work;  

(b) these investigations require a specialized team;  

(c) law enforcement may not consider animal welfare 

its priority; or  

(d) it may be more cost-effective to contract these ser-

vices out to a nonprofit than to conduct this work in-

ternally. 

 

What about city or county animal control officers who 

can handle stray animal calls but not criminal investi-

gations? What about animal control officers who work 

for health departments, code enforcement, public 

works, or even the fire department (yes, that exists!) 

 

Humane and animal control officers have unique ac-

cess to homes where they may observe children 

whose welfare is questionable. As Link awareness 

prompts calls for cross-reporting between humane 

and human services, we can all use more clarity re-

garding this grey area of mandated reporting. 

 

We’d love to know whether this question has ever 

been raised in your jurisdiction. Please let us know 

your thoughts by emailing us at arkowpets@snip.net. 

ANIMAL CONTROL  

OFFICERS MANDATED  

TO REPORT CHILD 

ABUSE 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

D.C. 

Florida 

Illinois 

Maine 

Massachusetts 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Virginia 

West Virginia 

EVERYONE MANDATED TO 

REPORT CHILD ABUSE 

Delaware New Jersey 

Florida  New Mexico 

Idaho  N. Carolina 

Indiana  Oklahoma 

Kentucky Rhode Island 

Maryland Tennessee 

Mississippi Texas 

Nebraska Utah 

New Hampshire Wyoming 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

Two university professors from “Down Under” with extensive 

Link publications have launched a new initiative to provide 

customized training and professional development courses 

addressing the needs of people and animals experiencing do-

mestic and family violence.  

 

Heather Fraser, Associate Professor of Social Work at 

Queensland University of Technology in Australia, and Nik 

Taylor, Professor of Sociology, Anthropology and Human Ser-

vices at New Zealand’s University of Canterbury, are offering 

“Human and Companion Animal Experiences of Domestic/Family Violence.” The training and professional development 

courses are designed to meet the needs of social/human services, animal welfare and rights organizations, and law en-

forcement.  

Link Training and Professional Development Available “Down Under” 

A  new British-based website, Safeguarding Animal & Human Survivors of Sexual and Domestic 

Abuse (SAHSDA) is raising awareness of the use of companion animals as a tactic of coercive con-

trol and animal sexual abuse. The group is committed to challenging and changing social and cul-

tural norms which accept and perpetuate domestic abuse, including coercive control, and cruelty 

and neglect of animals. It aims to provide support and encourage professionals from all sectors 

and disciplines to be professionally curious, recognize the signs of abuse against animals and hu-

mans and understand their roles and responsibilities to safeguard and protect all survivors of 

abuse, regardless of species.  The website features a space where survivors can upload their personal stories were used 

within a domestic violence context. 

Website Allows Survivors to Share Animal/Domestic Violence Stories 

Domestic violence shelters 

with pet co-housing programs 

are among 42 categories that 

will be honored in the               

4th Annual Purple Ribbon 

Awards, presented by                         

DomesticShelters.org and            

Alliance for Hope to honor 

heroes in the domestic violence movement. 

 

Winning entries will receive grants totaling up to 

$30,000. The program honors advocates, shelters, sur-

vivors, and members of the community support sys-

tem. 

Outstanding Pet Shelter Programs to be Honored at Purple Ribbon Awards 

Nominations for the awards will close at 3:59 pm EST 

on Feb. 29.  The Outstanding Pet Program will recog-

nize the most innovative and impactful pet sheltering 

programs. 

 

The 42 categories also include the most innovative 

service, interdisciplinary team, outstanding partners in 

a collaborative, urban and rural initiatives, and training 

programs, as well as recognition for the most out-

standing survivor, volunteer, team member, board 

member, advocate, judge, and first responder of the 

year. 

https://animalsinsocietygroup.wordpress.com/training-and-professional-development-courses/?fbclid=IwAR301y8w326-902MbmNYRqA9hEqCd5SyJ2pbsrHsJ7nKpxD93n4osT1Q_bw
https://sahsda.wixsite.com/sahsda/about
https://sahsda.wixsite.com/sahsda/about
https://www.domesticshelters.org/awards/categories
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At least as far back as 2014, DomesticShelters.org  (now a 

program of Alliance for HOPE International) was citing fear 

of what might happen to the family’s pets among the nu-

merous factors that compound domestic violence survivors’ 

dilemmas and make it difficult for them to answer the ques-

tion, “Why doesn’t she just leave?” 

 

In an article published originally on Sept. 3, 2014, the organi-

zation noted that separating from an abuser is often much 

more complicated than anyone—especially the survivor—

realizes until they're in the thick of it. The primary concern is 

the threat of homicide, with multiple studies indicating that 

leaving is the most dangerous time for a woman. It’s the 

time when she’s most likely to be killed. When an abuser 

feels he has lost control over his victim, he often uses vio-

lence as a way to coerce his partner to return, or as a form 

of retaliation for her leaving.  

 

The organization’s survey of survivors reported that the 

number one barrier survivors face was threats from their 

abuser, followed closely by fear of retaliation against them, 

their children, or their pets. 

 

The article quoted Anna Marjavi, 

now a Director for Health Partners on 

IPV and Exploitation at Futures With-

out Violence, who noted that an abu-

sive partner may threaten to harm 

the children, a survivor’s extended 

family or pets if the woman leaves. 

Some abusive partners will kill a fam-

ily pet as a warning to prove the seri-

ousness of their threats. “This is why 

it’s important for women to work         Anna Marjavi                  

with an advocate so they can  leave in the safest way possi-

ble,” said Marjavi.  

 

Other barriers to leaving include the survivor’s being finan-

cially dependent on the abuser and unable to support her-

self on her own, and her belief that despite the abuse she 

truly loves him. 

 

 

In some domestic violence circles, there is still 
limited awareness of the emotional attachments 
that domestic violence survivors and their chil-
dren have toward the family pets, and how abus-
ers target this point of vulnerability to threaten, 
hurt or kill the animals if the survivors think 
about leaving. Sarah Buel, now a retired law pro-
fessor from Arizona State University and the Uni-
versity of Texas and a domestic violence survi-
vor, compiled a list of 50 reasons why she’s seen 
survivors stay with their abusers. Unfortunately, 
her list omitted the Link issue of threats to pets:  

50 Ways to NOT Leave Your Lover “Why Doesn’t She Just Leave?” 

Fear for Pets’ Welfare a Top Concern 

Lack of an advocate. 
Abuser’s influence. 
Threats to victim and     

children. 
Children’s best interest. 
Pressure from children. 
Cultural and racial  
 defenses. 
Denial. 
Disabilities. 
Elderly. 
Abuser’s excuses. 
Pressure from family 

members. 
Fear the abuser will  
 retaliate. 
Fear of losing child  
 custody. 
Financial abuse. 
Financial despair. 
Gratitude. 
Guilt. 
Homelessness. 
Hope that the violence 

will end. 
Isolation. 
Wanting to keep the  
 family together. 
Illiteracy. 
Incarcerated or newly 

released survivors. 
The abuser is in law  
 enforcement. 
LGBTQ survivors. 

Low self-esteem. 
Love. 
Mediation. 
Health issues. 
Mental illness. 
Mentally disabled. 
Military. 
No place to go. 
No job skills. 
No knowledge of  
 options. 
Past criminal record. 
Previous abuse. 
Negative experiences 

with the court  
 system. 
Promises of change. 
Religious beliefs and 

misguided teachings. 
Rural victims. 
Safer to stay. 
Being a student. 
Shame and embarrass-

ment. 
Stockholm syndrome. 
Substance or alcohol 

abuse. 
Teens. 
Transportation. 
Unaware that abuse is 

a criminal offense. 
Undocumented  
 survivors. 

https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/escaping-violence/why-doesn-t-she-just-leave?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jan23
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/
https://www.futureswithoutviolence.org/
https://www.domesticshelters.org/articles/escaping-violence/barriers-to-leaving-part-i#.WBFuOldWgy5
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE… and THE LINK 

California legislators are consider-
ing whether to override a veto by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom of AB 1215 
that would appropriate state 
funds to domestic violence and 
homeless shelters to provide shel-
ter, food and veterinary services 
for pets owned by people experi-
encing domestic violence or 
homelessness. 
 
The measure would require the 
Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development to adminis-
ter a Pets Assistance With Support 
(PAWS) grant. The bill would au-
thorize the department to use up 
to 7% of its annual budget for 
these purposes. 
 
The bill passed the Senate 39-0 
and the Assembly 78-0 and was 
sent to Gov. Newsom, who ve-

toed it on 
Oct. 7, who 
wrote that, 
“While I ap-
preciate the 
author's 
commitment 
to programs 
like these 
which reduce 
barriers to        Wendy Carrillo                 
accessing shelter, this bill would create 
an unfunded grant program and 
should be considered in the annual 
budget in the context of all state fund-
ing priorities.” He noted that he sup-
ported $11 million in 2019 and 2022 
for funding for homeless shelters to 
care for pets. 
 
Supporters of the bill noted that Cali-
fornia has the largest homeless popu-
lation of any U.S. state with 173,000 

Legislators Mulling Overriding Veto of Funding for Pet-Friendly Shelters 

people experiencing homeless-
ness on any given night. Pets of 
the Homeless estimates that 5-
10% of these individuals have 
pets, which are often prohibited 
from shelters. 
 
Assembly Member Wendy Carrillo 
(D—Los Angeles), who sponsored 
the bill, replied, “Individuals expe-
riencing homelessness or DV often 
are denied shelter if they don't 
surrender their pets. Studies show 
that pets provide comfort and 
help with trauma and abuse. 
When pets are surrendered, less 
than 15% are reunited, furthering 
depression and anxiety. The pro-
gram provides food and basic vet-
erinarian services for pets and 
allows pathways for permanent 
housing placement.” 

Co-sheltering Workshops Help People and Pets in Crisis 
A two-day conference dedicated to keeping people and ani-

mals together during times of crisis will be held  at the Universi-

ty of New Mexico in Albuquerque on March 5-6. Animal Protec-

tion New Mexico, in conjunction with RedRover and Greater 

Good Charities, will conduct the event to explore the human-

animal bond and develop pet housing programs for people and 

their pets. 

 

RedRover and Greater Good Charities will conduct the Housing People and 

Pets in Crisis Training Workshop on March 5. Animal Protection New Mexico 

will bring together experts from around the state for an all-day session on 

March 6 on A Trauma-Informed Approach to Surviving Together, Staying To-

gether, and Healing Together. The session will feature service providers, ad-

dress the companion animal housing gap, and discuss legislative solutions to 

animal and human violence. 

Safe Housing Grants to           

Include Homeless Shelters 
RedRover, which has already 

awarded over $4 million to help 

domestic violence shelters be-

come pet-friendly, has announced 

a $100,000 pilot program to help 

homeless shelters accept pets. 

Thanks to an anonymous donor, 

the 2024 Safe Housing Homeless 

Shelter Pilot Program is accepting 

funding applications until March 1. 

 

Grants can be used for building, 

renovations and pet care supplies, 

with limited funds available for 

veterinary care and transporta-

tion. A 1995 study reported that 

93% of men and 96% of women 

would not stay at a homeless shel-

ter if pets were not allowed. 

https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/Albuquerque?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=82cb3f59-8fa4-4293-bc4e-a47aaa184a60
https://redrover.org/relief-dv/dv-safe-housing-grants/
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Three bills working their way through 
the Illinois General Assembly would 
affect domestic violence as it also per-
tains to the protection of animals. 
 
HB 3294, introduced by Rep. Anne 
Stava-Murray (D—Downers Grove) , 

Rep. Stava-Murray        would make Illinois the 14th jurisdic-
tion to identify acts of animal abuse, when committed  
to coerce or control a domestic partner, as an act of  
domestic violence as well as animal cruelty. 
 
The bill would expand the definition of domestic vio-
lence abuse to include the infliction of fear of imminent 
conduct related to the cruel treatment of an animal, 
aggravated cruelty of an animal, animal torture, or           
sexual conduct or sexual contact with an animal, taken 
against a domestic animal when used as a method of 
coercion, control, punishment, intimidation, or revenge 
directed against a family member or member of an un-
married couple who has a close bond of affection to the 
domestic animal. 
 
Similar laws have been enacted in  Alaska, Arizona, Colo-
rado, Delaware, Indiana, Kentucky, Maine, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Hampshire, Tennessee, Utah, Washington, 
and the District of Columbia. The Tennessee law was 
inexplicably  deleted in 2023. 

 
SB 2633, sponsored 
by Sen. Celina Vil-
lanueva (D—
Chicago),  and              
HB 4469, sponsored 
by Rep. Maura                     

Sen. Villanueva, left, & Rep. Hirschauer          Hirschauer (D—
West Chicago), would enable persons petitioning for a 
protective order to also seek to prevent the respondent 
from possessing firearms, ammunition, or parts that 
could be assembled to make an operable firearm. Illinois 
has included pets in protection order provisions since 
2007. 

A bill introduced in the New Mexico Legislature would 

make key improvements to the protection of pets 

affected by domestic violence. 

 

SB 12, sponsored by Sen. Antoinette 

Sedillo Lopez (D-Bernalillo) would 

rename NMSA Statute § 40-13-2 (the 

Family Violence Protection Act) as 

the “Protection Against Abuse and 

Violence Act”. It would replace the 

definition of “domestic abuse” with a 

more encompassing term of “abuse”   Sen. Sedillo Lopez 

that would include incidents or patterns of behavior by 

a household member against another household 

member consisting of, or resulting in, harm or threat-

ened harm to an animal. Thirteen other states, plus 

the District of Columbia, have enacted similar laws in 

which acts of animal abuse serving as coercive control 

are classified as domestic violence as well as animal 

cruelty. 

 

SB 12 would also make New Mexico the 41st state to 

allow courts to include pets in protection-from abuse 

orders. If enacted, courts could grant to a party the 

exclusive or shared possession and control of any ani-

mal kept, owned or leased by either party or by the 

minor child or minor children residing in the house-

hold of either party. The court would be able to order 

a party to stay away from the animal and forbid a par-

ty from taking, transferring, concealing, mistreating, 

harming or disposing of the animal. 
 

 

State Legislative Proposals Would Advance Link Provisions 

Illinois: Define Animal Abuse as  

Domestic Violence, Bar Offenders 

from Owning Firearms 

New Mexico: Define Animal Abuse as  

Domestic Violence, Allow Pets in           

Protection Orders 
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VETERINARY MEDICINE… and THE LINK 

“Veterinary professionals have a key role in facilitating 
multi-agency collaboration to prevent and respond to 
domestic violence in situations where animals may be 
directly or indirectly involved .” 

Researchers at Australia’s Univer-

sity of Melbourne, where others 

already have urged veterinarians 

to respond to suspected child 

abuse and child sexual abuse (See 

the January 2024 LINK-Letter)  

have expanded Link involvement 

by conducting a pilot program on 

training practitioners to recognize, 

respond and refer victims of do-

mestic violence. 

 

The authors, based in the universi-

ty’s veterinary and medical 

schools and Melbourne’s EDVOS 

domestic violence service agency,  

argue that “veterinary profession-

als have a key role in facilitating 

multi-agency collaboration to pre-

vent and respond to domestic vio-

lence in situations where animals 

may be directly or indirectly in-

volved.” Despite their position as 

“potential touchpoints” for vic-

tims, however, many veterinarians 

feel they lack the confidence and 

capacity to respond. 

 

A pilot “3-R’s”training program 

was tested on 65 veterinary pro-

fessionals. Upon completion, par-

ticipants reported marked im-

provements in their ability to rec-

ognize, respond, and refer survi-

vors. The most significant im-

provement was seen in partici-

pants’ self-reported ability to re-

spond appropriately to suspicions 

of domestic violence. 

The study suggested  that veteri-

nary professionals may be an un-

derutilized intervention point for 

survivors with animals. They noted 

that pets are often one of the few 

valued sources of trust and com-

panionship for a victim, especially 

when they have been isolated 

from friends, family, and commu-

nity as a deliberate tactic of abuse. 

 

“Domestic violence is a significant 

and persistent problem across all 

societies, and veterinarians’ inter-

actions with citizens present a 

unique opportunity to create ro-

bust intervention points for 

victim-survivors with animals,” 

they wrote. “With animal owner-

ship, DV, and animal abuse as a 

form of DV being common across 

the globe, the likelihood that a 

veterinarian (or other veterinary 

professional) will come into con-

tact with both humans and ani-

mals experiencing abuse is, by 

definition, likely to be high.” 

 

The Vet-3R’s training consisted of 

five 2.5-hour slide presentations 

with informal discussion to chal-

lenge the myths around domestic 

violence, describe The Link and 

explain how to safely and appro-

priately respond and refer human 

victims. 

Veterinarians Get Training to Respond to Domestic Violence 

- Paterson, R., Boller, E., Kim, Y., Hammond, K., & Diemer, K.  (2024). What can 

 veterinary professionals do? Measuring the effect of one domestic violence 

 training pilot program on veterinary professionals’ capacity to recognize, respond 

and refer human victims of domestic violence. Frontiers in Veterinary Science, 11. 

doi: 10.3389/fvets.2024.1254373  

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/LINK-Letter-2024-January.pdf
https://doi.org/10.3389/fvets.2024.1254373
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/contact-us-2
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE… and THE LINK 

With increasing recognition that domestic violence 
survivors face heightened risk from acts or threats of 
animal cruelty and the presence of firearms, California 
has joined the list of states proposing to enact fire-
arms prohibitions for animal cruelty offenders. S 902 
would prohibit offenders from having access to fire-
arms for 10 years. Similar measures in other states 
have included firearms bans in domestic violence Ex-
treme Risk Protection Orders (ERPOs)  
 
The preamble to the measure, introduced on Jan. 3 by 
Sen.  Richard Roth (D—Riverside) declares that the 
California Legislature finds that  “Ample research 
backs up the finding that there is a direct link between 
acts of cruelty to animals and violence toward hu-
mans. This includes child abuse, domestic violence, 
elder abuse, and other violent behavior.”  

California Bill Would Bar Animal Cruelty  

Offenders from Obtaining Firearms 

Citing Link research statistics                                                 
connecting histories of animal                                                     
cruelty with domestic violence,                                                 
child abuse and school                                                               
massacres, the bill emphasizes                                                            
that “Violence toward animals                                                               
is a strong predictor that the                                                     
abuser may inflict violence on                                                              
people, and it is in the interest    Sen. Richard Roth                 

of California citizens to prohibit animal abusers from 
owning or possessing firearms.” 

If enacted, the firearms prohibition would take effect 
Jan. 1, 2025. Offenders would face one year incarcera-
tion and/or a $1,000 fine. The National Link Coalition 
consulted with aides to Sen. Roth on the measure. 

A ground-

breaking 

Link training 

program in 

Delaware 

(See the May 

2022 LINK-

Letter) that 

resulted 

Judge Jennifer Ranji           In three ma-

jor new state laws (See the July –

August 2023 LINK-Letter) has also 

led to an expansion of Link aware-

ness  in the First State. National 

Link Coalition President & Secre-

tary Phil Arkow was invited to pre-

sent two online trainings to the 

entire staff of animal cruelty in-

vestigators in the Delaware Office 

of Animal Welfare. 

 

The office — the only one of its 

kind in the U.S. whereby all animal 

Delaware Link Training Continues to Bear Fruit 

cruelty investigations statewide 

are funneled into one state agen-

cy, instead of on the local level — 

investigates over 1,300 cruelty and 

neglect cases annually in a state 

with a population of 1,000,000. 

 

Arkow’s programs, “Connecting 

the Dots in Animal Welfare and 

Human Violence: Protecting Ani-

mals by Addressing Other Family 

Violence,”  covered the challenges 

inherent in animal welfare legisla-

tion and enforcement, eight types 

of animal/human violence Links, 

responses to The Link in other 

states, and how animal welfare 

officers can identify and respond 

to child, elder and domestic abuse. 

His programs were followed by 

another presentation from the 

state’s child advocate. 

 

The 2022 program, convened by Judge 

Jennifer Ranji,  brought together over 

100 Delaware judicial officers, attor-

neys, social services providers, and 

state legislators for an all-day CLE 

training. They left with plans to move 

forward with new organizational poli-

cies, programs and state legislation.  

 

These plans succeeded in enacting:        

SB 70, which adds pets to domestic 

violence protection orders and adds 

intimidating animal abuse to the defi-

nition of domestic violence; HB 95, 

which allows courts to award custody 

of pets in divorce settlements in the 

animals’ best interests; and SB 71, 

which requires law enforcement and 

family services to report suspected 

animal abuse during a child welfare 

investigation, with immunity from civil 

and criminal liability. 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/LINK-Letter-2022-May.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/LINK-Letter-2022-May.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/LINK-Letter-2023-July.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/LINK-Letter-2023-July.pdf
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Podcast Episode Features The Link 
Ken Shapiro, founder of the 

Animals & Society Institute, 

has created a series of an-

throzoology podcasts and 

webinars dealing with hu-

man-animal relationships. Podcast #28 is entitled 

The Link and covers interventions that have been 

developed for the treatment of adult and juvenile 

animal abusers. The 36-minute episode features 

three other presenters: Kris Hill, Michelle Szydlowski 

and Sarah Oxley Heaney, Ph.D. candidates at the 

University of Exeter. The podcast is available as a 

YouTube video. 

A Link awareness project that was more than 10 years in the making 

has received significant recognition at a major film festival. The Dead-

ly Link — an investigative documentary on The Link between animal 

abuse and domestic violence — won Honorable Mention at the Hol-

lywood Independent Filmmakers Awards and Festival for 2023. Film 

producer Nina Knapp tells The LINK-Letter, “We are so honored and 

are waiting to hear back on a couple of other festival submissions.” 

 

The production (See the April 2023 and November 2012 LINK-Letters) 

features interviews with numerous Link authorities who have pre-

sented at New Mexico’s Positive Links conference over the years. The 

film had its premiere showing in Albuquerque on January 13. 

Link Video Wins Hollywood Award 

Raising LINK AWARENESS 

American Humane Calls for Implementing Greater Link Provisions 

American Humane has published a web page fact 

sheet describing The Link. The organization, founded 

in 1877 as the American Humane Association to focus 

on both child protection and animal cruelty, was in-

strumental in first raising awareness of The Link in the 

1990s and created the National Link Coalition in 2008. 

 “Understanding the Link between Animal Abuse and 

Human Violence” contains short descriptions of The 

Link, how serious the issue is, and how communities 

and professional groups are responding. It offers a list 

of seven action steps that must be taken to prevent 

the self-perpetuating cycle of violence: 

 

• Cross-training and cross-reporting among law en-
forcement officers, humane investigators, veteri-
narians, health professionals, domestic violence 
advocates and child protection workers. 

• Training and continuing education for judges and 
prosecutors. 

• Model legislation for cross-reporting and cross-
reporting standards. 

• Systematic tracking of national animal abuse data. 

• Expanded research including evaluation of preven-
tion and intervention approaches. 

• Inclusion of animal-focused violence in standard 
assessments and intake forms for child protective 
services, mental health and domestic violence 
workers. 

• Community partnerships to respond to family vio-
lence and educate the public about taking all acts 
of violence seriously. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5B0Q0zbSSE
https://www.thedeadlylink.org/
https://www.thedeadlylink.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/LINK-Letter-2023-April.pdf
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/LinkLetter-2012-November.pdf
https://www.americanhumane.org/fact-sheet/understanding-the-link-between-animal-abuse-and-family-violence/?fbclid=IwAR2KOOD1hsiJ5u40C520g5-De761s-Yqh9qr1dCdAkh3gdV3FMgJsyoi-3w


11 

Therapeutic Interventions and THE LINK 

Inmates in Chile’s Largest Penitentiary Care for Feral Cats 

From the “Birdman of Alcatraz” Robert Stroud, to Col-

orado State Penitentiary inmates gentling wild horses, 

to prisoners in Michigan, Minnesota and Iowa raising 

future guide dogs for the blind, the introduction of 

animal-assisted therapy programs for criminal offend-

ers has a long history. The New York Times published 

an extensive feature on Dec. 31 about one of the more 

unusual such programs — the 300 stray cats being 

cared for by 5,600 residents of Chile’s oldest and larg-

est prison. 

 

“A cat makes you worry about it, feed it, take care of 

it, give it special attention,” said Carlos Nuñez, serving 

a 14-year sentence for burglary. “When we were out-

side and free, we never did this. We discovered it in 

here.” Nuñez plans to take one cat, who he named 

“Ugly,” home with him when he is released. 

 

The 180-year-old Santiago Sur penitentiary in Santiago 

had long tolerated the presence of feral cats to control 

the rodent population. But administrators soon 

learned that in an environment where cats run free 

and men live in cages, the cats were also good for the 

inmates. 

 

Caring for the cats “has changed the inmates’ mood, 

has regulated their behavior and has strengthened 

their sense of responsibility with their duties, especial-

ly caring for animals,” said the prison’s warden, Col. 

Helen Leal González, who has two cats of her own at 

home. 

 

“Prisons are hostile places,” she added. “When you 

see there’s an animal giving affection and generating 

these positive feelings, it logically causes a change in 

behavior, a change in mindset.”  

 

The Times feature reviewed such programs as prison-

ers training wild horses to patrol the U.S.-Mexico bor-

der and Massachusetts inmates rehabilitating injured 

wildlife. The impact of such programs is increasingly 

being appreciated according to a research study* from 

Spain that reported that dog-based animal-assisted 

therapy may improve anxiety, stress, recidivism, and 

other social variables in male or female inmates.  

 

Nearly 100 of the cats recently received veterinary 

care and spay/neuter services thanks to volunteers 

from Humane Society International and the Chilean 

Felinnos Foundation, in cooperation with the Chilean 

Gendarmerie. 

 

“You dedicate yourself to the cat. You tend to it, keep 

an eye on it, give it love,” he said. “The feeling that 

comes out of that — there’s nothing bad about it, 

man,” said Denys Carmona Rojas, 57, serving eight 

years on gun charges. 

*Villafaina-Domínguez, B., Collado-Mateo, D., Merellano-

Navarro, E., & Villafaina, S. (2020, November). Effects of 

dog-based animal-assisted interventions in prison popula-

tion: A systematic review. Animals, 10(11): 2129. 

doi: 10.3390/ani10112129  

Photo Credit: Claudio Ramirez for HSI 

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/31/world/americas/cat-prison-chile.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://doi.org/10.3390%2Fani10112129
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CROSS-REPORTING… and THE LINK 

Three bipartisan bills in the Missouri State Legislature 
would enact one of the nation’s most comprehensive 
cross-reporting and cross-training laws addressing The 
Link between abuse of companion animals and abuse 
of children, the elderly and the disabled. 
 
HB 1695, sponsored by Rep. Justin Sparks                         
(R—Wildwood), SB 995, sponsored by Sen. Tracy 
McCreery (D—St. Louis County), and SB 1259, spon-
sored by Sen. Travis Fitzwater (R— Callaway Co.) 
would require animal control officers and animal hu-
mane investigators to report suspected abuse, neglect 
or bullying of “eligible adults” (elderly adults and disa-
bled persons) and children. Animal control and hu-
mane investigators would be required to complete one 
hour of training, within the first 60 days of employ-
ment, on how to identify and report suspected abuse 
of a child or eligible adult and the relationship be-
tween child, eligible adult and companion animal 
abuse or neglect. 
 
Similarly, professionals working in elder and child 
abuse would be required to report suspected compan-
ion animal abuse to a Missouri Animal Control Associa-
tion hotline. All persons in the state’s child  and eligi-
ble adult protection and welfare system would be      

Missouri Proposes Comprehensive Link Cross-Reporting Law 

Sens. Travis Fitzwater & Tracy McCreery & Rep. Justin Sparks                
mandated to complete one hour of training, within the 
first 60 days of employment, on how to identify and 
report companion animal abuse and the relationship 
between companion animal abuse and elder abuse 
and child abuse, respectively.  
 
Professionals involved would include psychologists, 
mental health professionals, social workers, school 
counselors, teachers, other school professionals, 
home health aides, adult protective services workers, 
volunteer or personnel of community service pro-
grams, advocacy services for children in foster care, 
and law enforcement, juvenile, probation and parole 
officers. 
 
The bills are similar to measures which failed to pass in 
2022 and 2023.  

ANIMAL HOARDING… and THE LINK 
Help Sought on Animal Hoarding  
Responses and Best Practices 
The Animal Rescue League of Iowa has reached out to 
LINK-Letter readers seeking information.  The ARL 
wants to develop a response with a protocol of rec-
ommended best practices for animal hoarding cas-
es.  They want to eventually expand this idea to ad-
dress all Link issues but they are looking at stair-
stepping into it by starting with hoarding cases .   
 
The program is in the very early stages of develop-
ment.  Rather than reinventing the wheel, the ARL is 
interested in gathering information from those who 
already have established response protocols.  Readers 
who have some suggestions and can point them in 
the right direction regarding best practices can email 
Lynn Aswegan at iadukie@q.com.  

West Virginia Bill Would 
Outlaw Animal Hoarding 
A bill in the West Virginia Legislature 
would create a new misdemeanor 
crime of hoarding of animals. HB 4935 
defines this as: possessing a large num-
ber of companion animals; failure to      Dana Ferrell  

provide food, water, shelter, veterinary care and hu-
mane treatment; and an inability to recognize or have 
a reckless disregard for the conditions and their im-
pact on the owner’s health and well-being. The provi-
sions, introduced by Delegate Dana Ferrell, (R-
Kanawha) are part of a larger bill increasing penalties 
for interfering with a humane officer, banning eutha-
nasia gas chambers, defining adequate care of com-
panion animals, regulating commercial dog breeders, 
and unlawful confinement of domestic animals. 
 

mailto:iadukie@q.com
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LEGISLATION… and THE LINK 

THE LINK… IN THE LEGISLATURES — 2024 
Most 2024 state legislative sessions are in full swing, with 29 new Link-themed bills joining 63 bills carried 
over from 2023 in 22 states and Congress. The following list includes proposals which are currently being 
considered. The bills are color-coded as follows: 
• Purple bills affect domestic violence and pet protection orders 
• Dark blue bills affect child abuse and maltreatment 
• Grey bills affect abuse of the elderly and disabled 
• Pink bills affect animal sexual abuse 
• Green bills affect cross-reporting among animal care & control, veterinary and human services proces-

sionals 
• Orange bills affect court-appointed advocates for animals 
• Red bills affect animal hoarding 
• Brown bills affect psychological assessments, interventions and treatments for animal cruelty offend-

ers 
• Light blue bills affect animal abuse Linked with other crimes 
 
Please join us in following their progress and alert us to any additional bills we may have missed!   
 
Note: Inclusion of a bill does not necessarily imply our endorsement of the measure or its specific lan-
guage, but is included to demonstrate the breadth of proposals and the increased interest by legislators 
for laws addressing The Link between animal abuse and other crimes and acts of interpersonal violence.   

USA—FEDERAL BILLS 
H.R. 3957, the PUPP Act of 2023 
(Providing for Unhoused People with 
Pets) would authorize the Secretary of 

Agriculture to make grants to modify and 
upgrade structures that serve as interim 
and permanent housing for unhoused 
individuals with pets, and to provide sup-
portive and veterinary services. It was 
referred to the House Agriculture and 
Financial Services Committees’ Subcom-
mittee on Livestock, Dairy and Poultry. 
 

S. 2734, the PAWS (Pet And Women 
Safety) Reauthorization Act of 2023 
would re-authorize the 2019 federal PAWS 
Act  – making $3,000,000 available annual-
ly to help domestic violence shelters build 
facilities to accommodate pets and ena-
bling pet protection orders to be enforced 
across state lines – to be continued from 
2024 to 2028. The bill is in the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry. 
 

U.S. H.R. 56, the RAISE Act (Reforming 

Alternatives to Incarceration and Sentenc-
ing to Establish a Better Path for Youth Act 
of 2023) would have the Bureau of Prisons 
establish a two-year pilot program, in at 
least 10 judicial districts, to equip incar-
cerated youths with the skills to provide 
therapy and training to animals seized by 
federal law enforcement and to organiza-
tions that provide shelter and other ser-
vices to abandoned, rescued or otherwise 
vulnerable animals. The bill is in the House 
Judiciary Committee. 
 

ARIZONA 
HB 2076 would expand existing definitions 
of acts of animal cruelty that also consti-
tute acts of domestic violence to include 
intentionally or knowingly subjecting a 
domestic animal to cruel mistreatment or 
killing it. 

 

CALIFORNIA 
SB 89 would expand the definition of 

stalking to include willfully, maliciously 
and repeatedly follows or harasses anoth-
er person and who makes a credible 
threat with the intent to place that person 
in reasonable fear for the safety of that 

person’s pet, service animal, emotional 
support animal, or horse. The bill passed 
the Senate and was sent to the Assembly 
Public Safety Committee. 
 

SB 902 would 

prohibit persons convicted of animal cru-
elty from possessing a firearm for 10 
years. 
 

AB 1215 would appropriate up to 7% of 

the Department of Housing and Commu-
nity Development’s budget to administer 
a Pets Assistance With Support (PAWS) 
grant to domestic violence and homeless 
shelters to provide shelter, food and vet-
erinary services for pets. The bill passed 
the Assembly and Senate unanimously, 
but was vetoed by the Governor. The 
Assembly is considering overriding the 
veto. 
 

SB 933 and           

AB 1873 would expand the definition of 

sexual exploitation of a child to include 
depictions of sexual conduct between a 
minor and an animal  generated by the 
use of artificial intelligence. 
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SB 921 would 

make it a crime to abuse or subject an 
animal to needless suffering, even if it 
does not cause physical injury, and re-
quire offenders to undergo counseling. 
 

FLORIDA 
HB 45 and SB 86 would require the 

Office of the State Courts Administrator 
to issue issue free wallet-sized laminated 
“Hope Cards” to petitioners who have 
been granted a final order of protection. 
Hope Cards will contain information 
about the respondent and any other indi-
viduals or companion animals covered 
under the protection order . The bills are 
in the House Judiciary, Civil Justice and 
Justice Appropriations Committees and 
the Senate Judiciary, Fiscal Policy and 
Appropriations Committee on Criminal 
and Civil Justice. 
 

HB 297 and SB 272 would authorize 

courts to order attorneys or law school 
students  to be appointed in the interests 
of justice for criminal proceedings regard-
ing dogs’ or cats’ welfare. The bills are in 
the Criminal Justice and Judiciary Com-
mittees.   
 

GEORGIA 
HB 217 and              

SB 255 would expand dogfighting stat-

utes to include cockfighting and make it a 
high aggravated misdemeanor to permit 
a minor child to be present at a dog or 
cock fight. Subsequent convictions would 
be felonies. The bills are in the House 
Judiciary Non-Civil Committee and the 
Senate Public Safety Committee. 
 

HAWAI’I 
SB 30 would ex-

pand domestic violence protection or-
ders, which already enjoin any party from 
harming or threatening household ani-
mals, to allow minor children in the home 
to file for a protection order or a tempo-
rary restraining order even if the child 
was not a victim of domestic violence. 
 

ILLINOIS 
SB 2633  and           

HB 4469 would enable persons petition-

ing for a protective order to also seek to 
prevent the respondent from possessing 
firearms, ammunition, or parts that could 
be assembled to make an operable fire-
arm. Illinois has included pet protection 
provisions in these orders since 2007. 

HB 3294 would 

expand the definition of domestic vio-
lence abuse to include the infliction of 
fear of imminent conduct related to ani-
mal cruelty, aggravated cruelty, animal 
torture, or sexual conduct or sexual con-
tact with an animal, taken against a do-
mestic animal when used as a method of 
coercion, control, punishment, intimida-
tion, or revenge directed against a family 
member or member of an unmarried 
couple who has a close bond of affection 
to the domestic animal. 
 

HB 3454 would 

make the theft of any animal a Class 4 
felony. 
 

IOWA 
SF 2018 and          

HSB 533 would expand the statutory 

definition of bestiality to include organiz-
ing, promoting, conducting, promoting, 
permitting, filming, distributing, pos-
sessing, or participating as an observer of 
an act involving a sex act with an animal. 
It would add enhanced penalties for sub-
sequent convictions. 
 

KENTUCKY 
SB 106 and             

HB 253 (“Kyan’s Law”) would require 
animal control officers to receive 
training on recognizing child abuse 
and add animal control officers to the 
list of people with a duty to report 
dependency, neglect, or abuse of a 
child.  
 

MARYLAND 
SB 17 would 

establish each animal harmed in an 
act of animal cruelty as a separate 
offense and that convictions and sen-
tences for animal cruelty could not be 
merged with convictions and sentenc-
es for any other co-occurring crime. 
The bill is in the Senate Committee on 
Judicial Proceedings. 
 
 

MASSACHUSETTS 
H.4115 would add “coercive control,” 

including committing or threatening to 
commit cruelty to animals connected to a 
family or household member, to the defi-
nition of abuse. The bill is in the House 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

 

H.1702 and S.1019 would expand ex-

isting laws that allow courts to include 
animals in domestic violence protection-
from-abuse orders to also include the 
statutes covering stalking harassment. The 
bills are in the Joint Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
 

S.90 and H.198 would give the Depart-

ment of Children & Families the right to 
request that pre-adoptive parents or fos-
ter parents provide a behavior/
temperament assessment, histories of 
dangerous incidents, spay/neuter status, 
the number of animals in the home and 
their housing conditions, and/or veteri-
nary records of any animal maintained on 
the premises; DCF could not restrict place-
ment of a child solely based on the pres-
ence of any particular breed of dog in the 
home. The bills are in the Joint Committee 
on Children, Families and Persons with 
Disabilities. 
 

S.82 would require animal control offic-

ers, who are already mandated to report 
suspected child abuse, to complete an 
evidence-based training, approved by the 
Office of the Child Advocate, on child 
abuse and sexual abuse. Current law only 
states that mandated reporters must com-
plete training. The bill is in the Joint Com-
mittee on Children, Families and Persons 
with Disabilities. 
 

S.1142 would allow courts to order psy-

chiatric, psychological or mental health 
evaluations and treatment for animal 
abuse offenders. Completion of counsel-
ing, anger management, humane educa-
tion or other treatment programs de-
signed to address the underlying causative 
factors for the violation could result in any 
imposed fines being suspended. The bill is 
in the Joint Committee on the Judiciary.  
 
 

MICHIGAN 
SB 248 would 

define the age of persons eligible to have 
a courtroom support dog as those under 
16 years of age or over 16 years if they 
have a developmental disability. 
 

HB 4431 would 

replace the archaic “abominable and de-
testable crime against nature either with 
mankind or with any animal” with the 
term “bestiality.” 
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LEGISLATION… and THE LINK 

MINNESOTA 
SF 3324 and SF 3300 would allow courts 

to appoint an advocate to represent the 
interests of the animal from a list of attor-
neys who have been trained in this proce-
dure and who would serve pro bono. The 
bills are in the Senate Judiciary & Public 
Safety and House Public Safety & Finance 
Committees.   
 

SF 3324 and SF 3300 would require 

Office of Animal Protection personnel to 
report suspected child and elder abuse to 
the Department of Human Services; child 
and adult protective services employees 
would be required to report suspected 
animal cruelty to the Office of Animal 
Protection. All reporters would be im-
mune from civil and criminal liability if the 
report is made in good faith. The bills are 
in the Senate Judiciary & Public Safety and 
House Public Safety & Finance Com-
mittees. 
 

MISSOURI 
HB 1695 and           

SB 995 would require animal control 

officers and humane investigators to re-
port suspected abuse, neglect or bullying 
of elderly adults, disabled persons and 
children. Professionals working in elder 
and child abuse would be required to 
report suspected companion animal abuse 
to a Missouri Animal Control Association 
hotline. All persons in the state’s child  
and eligible adult protection and welfare 
system would be mandated to complete 
one hour of training, within the first 60 
days of employment, on how to identify 
and report companion animal abuse and 
the relationship between companion ani-
mal abuse and elder abuse and child 
abuse, respectively. Animal control and 
humane investigators would be required 
to complete training on how to identify 
and report suspected abuse of a child or 
eligible adult and the relationship be-
tween child, eligible adult and companion 
animal abuse or neglect. 
 

NEW JERSEY 
A 2456  and S282 would create a two-

year pilot program to allow courts to ap-
point a pro bono attorney or law student 
special advocate to represent the best 
interests of, and justice for, animals in 
cruelty cases.  
 

A291 would expand the statutory defini-

tions of domestic violence, child abuse, 
elder abuse, and abuse of persons with a 
disability to include acts of animal cruelty 

against those persons’ animals. They also 
would require veterinarians, veterinary 
technicians, domestic violence investiga-
tors, employees of the Department of 
Children & Families, employees of the 
Department of Human Services, Division 
of Aging, police officers, and caregivers at 
residential health care facilities to report 
suspected animal cruelty to an appropri-
ate law enforcement officer with civil and 
criminal immunity for reporting in good 
faith.  
 

A 296 (“Shyanne’s Law”) would require 

mental health evaluation for all animal 
cruelty offenders. 
 

A 310 would allow employees of the 

Division of Children Protection and Per-
manency who investigate child abuse 
and neglect and have reason to believe 
that an animal has been subjected to, or 
who witness an act of animal abuse, 
cruelty, or neglect, to report the sus-
pected or witnessed act of animal 
abuse, cruelty, or neglect.  Nothing in 
the bill requires an employee to report 
such an act. Employees who make a 
report, provide records or information 
relating to the report, or who testify in 
any judicial proceeding arising from the 
report, would be immune from liability 
for any actions taken in good faith.  
 

A369 would prohibit convicted animal 

cruelty offenders from having or being 
issued a permit a firearm for a handgun.  
 

NEW MEXICO 
SB 12 would re-

place the definition of “domestic abuse” 
with a more encompassing term of 
“abuse” that would include incidents or 
patterns of behavior by a household mem-
ber against another household member 
consisting of, or resulting in, harm or 
threatened harm to an animal.  It would 
also would also allow courts to include 
pets in protection-from abuse orders.  

 

NEW YORK 
A 444 would establish a misdemeanor 

crime of knowingly causing a minor to 
attend an animal fight.  The bill is in the 
Assembly Agriculture Committee. 

 

A 39 and S 5309 would provide further 

protection for pets in domestic violence 
protection orders by authorizing the court 
to order a party to either relinquish a 
companion animal or to refrain from any 
contact with it. The bills are in the Assem-
bly Judiciary and Senate Children & Fami-
lies Committees. 
 

A 483 would amend the penal law to 

create new crimes of animal cruelty when 
a companion animal is intentionally in-
jured or killed in order to intimidate, 
threaten or harass a family member; it 
would be a Class D felony, or a Class C 
felony if committed in the presence of a 
minor child. The bill is in the Assembly 
Codes Committee.  

 
A 1276 and S 7812 “Bella’s Law,” based 

on the premise that “animal cruelty is a 
serious problem and that individuals who 
harm and abuse animals are statistically 
more likely to engage in domestic violence 
and child abuse,” would require animal 
cruelty investigators to inform the Office 
of Children and Family Services who must 
further investigate the accused individual 
and coordinate its findings with the refer-
ring or prosecuting agency. The investiga-
tion would determine whether the ac-
cused or investigated party has any associ-
ated family or domestic violence. CFS 
would not be notified if it would jeopard-
ize an ongoing investigation or the safety 
of an individual, or if it is clear the accused 
has no family members. The bills are  in 
the Assembly Children & Families and 
Senate Rules Committees. 

 
A 5504 would require every county in the 

state to have sufficient residential and non
-residential domestic violence services and 
care for victims and their children. Resi-
dential shelters’ programs could include 
therapy dogs and companion animals as 
well as service animals. The bill is in the 
Committee on Social Services. 
 

A 1865 would make sexual conduct with 

an animal that results in the animal’s inju-
ry or death a felony. Convicted offenders 
would be required to: relinquish and per-
manently forfeit custody of all animals; be 
barred from working or volunteering in a 
place with unsupervised access to ani-
mals; and reimburse animal shelters and 
veterinarians for costs of care and treat-
ment. The bill is in the Assembly Agricul-
ture Committee. 
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A 7903 and S 7608 would enable veteri-

narians to receive up to three hours of 
continuing education credit for providing 
pro bono veterinary care services to indi-
viduals in domestic violence and homeless 
shelters. The bills are in the Assembly 
Higher Education and Senate Rules Com-
mittees. 
 

A 111 and S 1659 would create court-

appointed attorney and law student advo-
cates for animals in civil and criminal ani-
mal welfare cases, to represent the inter-
ests of the animal. The bill is in the Assem-
bly Judiciary Committee. 
 

A 394 and A 1430 would increase the 

penalties for acts of aggravated animal 
cruelty when committed in the presence 
of a child.  The bills are in the Assembly 
Agriculture and Judiciary Committees, 
respectively. 

 
A 3346-A and S 3170-A, “Kyra’s Law,” 

would allow courts to consider a person’s 
threats to harm or kill emotional support 
or comfort animals among the risk assess-
ment criteria in determining that person’s 
visitation and custody rights in a child 
abuse proceeding. The bills are in the 
Assembly Judiciary and Senate Codes 
Committees. 
 

A 3908 and S 5947 would require any 

person charged with enforcing laws pro-
hibiting cruelty to animals to cause a re-
port to be made when, in the perfor-
mance of his or her duties, such person 
has reasonable cause to believe that 
abuse or maltreatment of a child has also 
occurred; a person charged with the re-
sponsibility of filing a report of child abuse 
or maltreatment would also be required 
to file a report of suspected animal cruel-
ty. The bills are in the Assembly and Sen-
ate Children & Families Committees.  

 
A 5405 would cause the Attorney General 

to establish a 24-hour toll-free animal 
abuse hotline and inform the public of its 
existence. Hotline personnel would trans-
mit reports received to appropriate law 
enforcement or animal protection organi-
zations. The bill is in the Committee on 
Governmental Operations. 
 

A 1844 would move the state’s anti-

cruelty statutes from the Agriculture and 
Markets Law to the Penal Law. The bill is 
in the Assembly Codes Committee. 

A 433, A 1507 and S 294 (“Buster’s 

Law”) would prohibit animal cruelty 
offenders from owning pets unless the 
offender demonstrates through psycho-
logical or psychiatric testing that he or she 
clearly and convincingly demonstrates the 
ability to care for the animal in a humane 
manner and then is specifically authorized 
to possess animals by a court order. The 
bills are in the Assembly and Senate Agri-
culture Committees. 
 

S 299 and A 390 would require offenders 

convicted of aggravated cruelty to animals 
to undergo psychiatric evaluation and 
appropriate treatment for mental illness. 
The bills are in the Senate and Assembly 
Agriculture Committees.  
 

A 340 would include felony animal cruelty 

offenses among the crimes which would 
prohibit possession of a firearm. The bill is 
in the Assembly Codes Committee. 

 
A 1639 would require the district attor-

ney in each county to appoint at least one 
assistant district attorney to be responsi-
ble for overseeing the prosecution of ani-
mal cruelty crimes. The bill is in the As-
sembly Local Governments Committee. 
 
S 96 would enact “Kirby & Quigley’s Law” 

expanding the definition of aggravated 
cruelty to animals to include harm to a 
companion animal during the commission 
of a felony. The bill is in the Assembly 
Agriculture Committee.  

 
S 5337 and A 7303 would add animal 

fighting as a criminal act when referring to 
enterprise corruption. The bills are in the 
Senate and House Codes Committees. 
 

A 8604 and             

S 8063, the “Hope Card Act,” would  pro-

vide that any protected party of a final 
order of protection shall be provided ei-
ther a digital image of the final order of 
protection or a durable, wallet-sized phys-
ical card that contains a summary of infor-
mation about a final order of protection, 
including that pets can be included. The 
bills are in the Assembly Judiciary and 
Senate Rules Committees. 

 

OHIO 
SB 187 would 

prohibit individuals convicted of domestic 
violence from acquiring, having or using a 
firearm. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
HB 1108, recognizing that “companion 

animals are living beings that are generally 
regarded as cherished family members 
that offer their owners companionship, 
security and assistance” and “occupy a 
special category of personal property 
which does not include inanimate proper-
ty,” would allow parties in a divorce settle-
ment to enter into an enforceable con-
tract dictating the possession and care of 
pets based on which party could provide 
the best care and social interaction. The 
bill was approved by the House and sent 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

 
HB 1210 would amend the Domestic 

Relations title to allow courts to grant 
temporary ownership rights over compan-
ion animals in protection orders and direct 
defendants from harming, possessing, 
transferring, or relocating the animal. The 
bill was approved by the House and sent 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 

SB 852 would permit limited access to 

criminal records of certain individuals 
convicted of felonies. Individuals convict-
ed of sexual intercourse with an animal 
within the previous 15 years would not be 
eligible for such limited access. The bill is 
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
 

SB 55 would order courts determining 

child custody to consider a party’s convic-
tion for sexual intercourse with an animal, 
cruelty or aggravated cruelty to an animal, 
animal fighting, or possession of animal 
fighting paraphernalia. The bill would also 
permit the Administrative Office of Penn-
sylvania Courts to develop and implement 
an ongoing education and training pro-
gram for court officials on “all aspects of 
the maltreatment of children,” including 
the impact of child abuse and domestic 
violence – but not exposure to animal 
cruelty. The bill cites a duty to protect all 
children and defines domestic abuse as a 
pattern of abuse that can include abuse of 
a partner, spouse, child or pet, The bill 
passed the Senate on Dec. 13. and will be 
heard by the House Judiciary Committee 
on Feb. 14. 
 

HB 530 would require persons convicted 

of animal cruelty to attend and complete 
violence prevention counseling. The bill is 
in the House Judiciary Committee. 
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The news items contained in The 
LINK-Letter are intended to dis-
seminate as widely and as freely 
as possible information about 
the connections between animal 
abuse and interpersonal vio-
lence. Permission is hereby 
granted to re-post these articles 
in newsletters, websites, maga-
zines, and electronic publications 
provided that appropriate credit 
is given to the National Link Coa-
lition and with hyperlinks to 
www.nationallinkcoalition.org. 
 

Just click on the 
 blue underlined hyperlinks in 
these articles and it will take you 
to other websites with addition-
al information about that topic. 

If you would like to join us in our 
education and advocacy to pro-
mote greater legislative, public 
and professional understanding 
of, and response to, The Link 
between animal abuse, domestic 
violence, child maltreatment, 
and elder abuse, please consider 
partnering with us! It is through 
the generosity of our donors that 
we are able to continue our 
trainings, publications, compila-
tion of resources and research, 
and reporting on Link legislation. 
Your gift helps us prevent animal 
cruelty, domestic violence, child 
abuse and elder abuse and cre-
ate a safer world. Please click 
here to make a secure and tax-
deductible contribution. 

HB 642 would allocate $2,000,000 

per year to local law enforcement 
agencies to investigate and enforce 
violations of gambling and animal 
fighting laws. The bill is in the House 
Committee on Gaming Oversight. 
 

 SB 1018 
would allow child witnesses and vic-
tims to have access to  an animal to 
provide emotional support or miti-
gate  emotional trauma during the 
proceeding. The bill is in the Com-
mittee on Aging and Youth. 
 

RHODE ISLAND 
H 7163 would 

expand existing law, which allows 
courts to include household animals 
and pets in protection orders, to 
allow courts to award custody of the 
pets to the plaintiff. 
 

H 7236 would 

add animal cruelty, malicious killing 
or injury of an animal, and abandon-
ment of an animal to the statutory 
definition of domestic violence. 
 

UTAH 
  HB 130 

would make it a misdemeanor to 
allow a minor child under age 18 to 
attend a dog– or cock-fight. 
 
 

VERMONT 
H.27 would 

add “coercive controlling behavior,” 
including  threatening to harm or 
abduct the plaintiff’s animals, to the 
definition of abuse for the purposes 
of obtaining a protective order. The 
bill is in the House Judiciary Com-
mittee. 
 

WEST VIRGINIA 
HB 4935 

would create a new misdemeanor 
crime of hoarding of animals, defined 
as: the possession of a large number 
of companion animals; failure to 
provide food, water, shelter, veteri-
nary care and humane treatment; 
and an inability to recognize or have 
a reckless disregard for the condi-
tions and their impact on the owner’s 
health and well-being. 
 
 

 
 
 
    

http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/donate-to-the-national-link-coalition


The Link                                    
Training            
Calendar 

More and more organiza-

tions are recognizing the 

value of training their 

staffs, multi-disciplinary 

groups, and the general 

public that preventing and 

responding to animal 

abuse can prevent other 

forms of family and com-

munity violence. 

 

Here are some of the many 

training opportunities  

coming up — both in-

person and virtual — in 

coming months. Click on 

the underlined hyperlinks 

for specific details and reg-

istration information. 

 

If you’re conducting a Link 

training, please let us know 

at least a month in advance 

so we can include it in the 

Calendar. And if you’re 

looking for a speaker, 

please contact us so we can 

refer someone to you from 

our Speakers’ Bureau. 
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LINK TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 
Feb. 13  (online): Jill Hollander and David Rosengard will describe the “Canine Cellmates 
Model” animal care program for post-conviction offenders in a webinar for the Justice Clear-
inghouse. 

Feb. 15 (online): Zoë Agnew-Svoboda and Janet Hoy-Gerlach will present a webinar, 
“Building Supports for People with Companion Animals,” on behalf of the International Asso-
ciation of Veterinary Social Work, in collaboration with the Open Door Veterinary Collective 
and Besty BnB. 

Feb. 20 – Alexandria, Va. (online): Phil Arkow will present “Connecting the Dots in Preventing 
Domestic Violence: Animal Abuse’s LINK with Family Violence in Military and Civilian Fami-
lies” for the National Organization for Victim Assistance. 

Feb. 20 – Kansas City, Mo. (online): Besty BnB will host a webinar, “Pets and People: Safe, 
Together Connected.” 
 
Feb. 20 — Fort Worth, Texas: RedRover and Greater Good Charities will hold a Don’t Forget 
the Pets training workshop to explore ways to create and sustain pet housing programs for 
people and pets in crisis.  
 
Feb. 21 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Feb. 24 – Orlando, Fla.: Claire Coughlin of the Animal Welfare Institute will present “Animal 
Cruelty and Interpersonal Violence: Protecting People and their Pets” at the Florida Animal 
Protection & Advocacy Association’s Educational Conference. 

Feb. 28 – Pittsburgh, Pa. (online): Phil Arkow will present a webinar, “Safer Together: Cross-
Reporting for Humane and Human Services”  for Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition and 
the Crisis Center North. 
 
March 1 – Indianapolis, Ind. (online): Phil Arkow will present “Nine Career Opportunities 
Where Pet-Inclusive Social Work Can Improve Delivery of Services” at the Indiana University 
School of Social Work’s Alumni Conference. 
 
March 5-6 — Albuquerque, N. Mex.: RedRover, Greater Good Charities, and Animal Protec-
tion New Mexico will hold a two-day co-sheltering training workshop on Housing People and 
Pets in Crisis and A Trauma-Informed Approach to Surviving Together, Staying Together, and 
Healing Together. 
 
March 9-16  — Hamilton, Bermuda: Mark Kumpf of the Animal Control & Care Academy will 
train Bermuda’s Animal Wardens on animal control procedures and The Link. 
 
March 17-20 — Cleveland, Ohio: The Hon. John J. Romero, The Hon. Lee Chitwood, Andrew 
Campbell, and David Rosengard will present programs on childhood animal cruelty and reha-
bilitation programs at the National Conference on Juvenile Justice. 
 
March 18-22 – Woodbine, Md.: “The Relationship of  Animal Abuse and Family Violence” will 
be included in the 40-hour National Animal Cruelty Investigations training curriculum for  
Level 3 Expert Animal Cruelty Investigators offered by the University of Missouri Extension’s 
Law Enforcement Training Institute. 

https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/better-futures-for-animals-and-with-animals-the-canine-cellmates-model-for-post-conviction-animal-care-programs/
https://iavsw.org/page/education_ce
https://www.trynova.org/
https://www.mybestybnb.com/trainings/pets-and-people
https://form.jotform.com/233047517955159
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://floridaanimalcontrol.org/conference/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_4fCDZH64TT-qxyzDC9HVIg#/registration
mailto:kdeery@iupui.edu
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/Albuquerque?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=82cb3f59-8fa4-4293-bc4e-a47aaa184a60
https://accacademy.net/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/events/2024-national-conference-on-juvenile-justice/
https://extension.missouri.edu/events/level-3-expert-animal-cruelty-investigator-woodbine-md
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March 20 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition  
will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
March 25 – Des Moines, Iowa: Phil Arkow will present  
”Connecting the Dots in Child Abuse and Children’s  
Advocacy: Animal Abuse as a Risk Factor for Child  
Maltreatment and Other Family Violence” for  
the Blank Children’s Hospital’s STAR Center. 
 
March 26-28 (online): My Dog is My Home will hold its  
2024 Co-Sheltering Conference. 
 
March 28 (online): Katie Campbell will present  “The Power of Pets: How Pet-friendly Domestic Violence Shelters Aid Healing, Build 
Morale, and Support Fundraising,” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 
 
April 8-11 — Honolulu, Hawai’i: Paul Needham will present on The Link at the 21st Annual Hawaii International  Summit of the 
Institute on Violence, Abuse and Trauma. 
 
April 10 — (online): RedRover and Greater Good Charities will hold a virtual Don’t Forget the Pets training workshop to explore 
ways to create and sustain pet housing programs for people and pets in crisis.  
 
April 11 — Elkton, Md.:  Don't Forget the Pets will hold an in-person training workshop on how to create and sustain pet housing 
programs for survivors of domestic violence and people experiencing homelessness.   
 
April 12-13 — Whitecap Dakota First Nation, Sask., Canada: Margaret Doyle, Dennis Smithson and Jill Gibson will present “Getting 
Out of the Silo,” and Dillon Dodson will present “Social Work in Animal Care Spaces” at the 2024 Saskatchewan SPCA Gathering for 
Animal & Human Welfare. 
 
April 15-18 — Springfield, Mo.: Mark Kumpf of the Animal Control & Care Academy will teach a unit on Proactive Animal Control, 
including responding to domestic violence situations, as part of the Advanced ACO Certification Course. 
 
April 17 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition  will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
April 23-25 – San Diego, Calif.: Phil Arkow will be a  keynote and workshop speaker at the 24th Annual International Family Justice 
Center Conference. 
 
April 24 – Pittsburgh, Pa. (online): A webinar for Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition and the Crisis Center North will address 
The Link between animal abuse and child maltreatment. 
 
April 29 – May 3 – Springfield, Mo.: “The Relationship of  Animal Abuse and Family Violence” will be included in the 40-hour Na-
tional Animal Cruelty Investigations training curriculum for Level 3 Expert Animal Cruelty Investigators offered by the University of 
Missouri Extension’s Law Enforcement Training Institute. 
 
May 9 – New York City, N.Y.: The Urban Resource Institute will celebrate the 10th anniversary of its People and Animals Living Safe-
ly (PALS) co-sheltering program. 
 
May 15 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
May 15 (online): Phil Arkow will present “Connecting the Dots: Animal Abuse’s Links to Other Family Violence in Military and Civil-
ian Families” for the National Organization for Victim Advocacy’s National Victim Assistance Academy.  
 
May 17-18 — San Antonio, Texas: Dillon Dodson will present “Social Work’s Role in Preserving the Human-Animal Bond: From Ani-
mal Sheltering to Prevention and Early Intervention,” and Zoë Agnew-Svoboda will present The BestyBnB Blueprint: Bridging the 
Gap between Animal Welfare and Social Services,” at the HSUS Animal Care Expo. 

https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.unitypoint.org/locations/unitypoint-health---blank-childrens-star-center
https://www.mydogismyhome.org/2024-cosheltering-conference
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-power-of-pets-how-pet-friendly-domestic-violence-shelters-aid-healing-build-morale-and-support-fundraising/
https://www.ivatcenters.org/hawaii-summit
https://form.jotform.com/233047517955159
https://form.jotform.com/redroverorg/Elkton
https://www.saskspca.ca/news-events/2024-saskspca-gathering-for-animal-human-welfare/
https://www.saskspca.ca/news-events/2024-saskspca-gathering-for-animal-human-welfare/
https://accacademy.net/course-calendar
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.familyjusticecenter.org/training/conferences-and-events/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://extension.missouri.edu/events/level-3-expert-animal-cruelty-investigator-springfield-mo
https://urinyc.org/events/2024-uri-celebration/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://trynova.org/nova-victim-assistance-academy/
https://humanepro.org/expo
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June 3-7 – Concord, N.C.: “The Relationship of  Animal Abuse and Family Violence” will be included in the 40-hour  
National Animal Cruelty Investigations training curriculum for Level 3 Expert Animal Cruelty Investigators offered by the University 
of Missouri Extension’s Law Enforcement Training Institute. 
 
June 19 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
July 16 – (online): Phil Arkow will present “The Missing LINK in Social Work: Addressing Animal Abuse to Improve Delivery of Ser-
vices to Vulnerable Victims” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 
 
July 17 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Aug. 21 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Sept. 13-14 – Cleveland, Ohio: The 8th International Veterinary Social Work Summit will be held. 
 
Sept. 16-20 – Madison, Wis.: “The Relationship of Animal Abuse to Domestic Abuse” will be presented as part of the Wisconsin 
Humane Officer training program offered by the University of Missouri Extension’s Law Enforcement Training Institute’s National 
Animal Cruelty Investigations training curriculum. 
 
Sept. 18 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Sept. 23 – Pittsburgh, Pa. (online): A webinar for Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition and the Crisis Center North will address 
The Link between animal abuse and elder abuse. 
 
Sept. 30—Oct. 1 — Washington, D.C.: The National Council on Juvenile & Family Court Judges and the Animal Legal Defense Fund 
will present the Judicial Institute on the Human-Animal Bond and The LINK Between Animal Cruelty and Interpersonal Violence: 
Issues in Family Law Cases. 
 
Oct. 16 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Nov. 5 (online): Jessica Chapman and David Rosengard of the Animal Legal Defense Fund will present “Recognizing the Role of 
Trauma in Violence Against Animals” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 
 
Nov. 19 – (online): Phil Arkow will present “Connecting the Dots in Military and Civilian Families: Animal Abuse’s Links to Other 
Family Violence” in a webinar for the Justice Clearinghouse. 
 
Nov. 20 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 
Dec. 18 (online): Pennsylvania’s Keystone Link Coalition will hold its monthly meeting. 
 

https://extension.missouri.edu/events/level-3-expert-animal-cruelty-investigator-concord-nc
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-missing-link-in-social-work-addressing-animal-abuse-to-improve-delivery-of-services-to-vulnerable-victims/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.facebook.com/veterinarysocialwork/
https://extension.missouri.edu/events/wisconsin-humane-officer-training-2024
https://extension.missouri.edu/events/wisconsin-humane-officer-training-2024
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/events/judicial-institute-on-the-human-animal-bond-and-the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-interpersonal-violence-issues-in-family-law-cases/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/using-innovative-alternatives-to-incarceration-and-recognizing-the-role-of-trauma-in-violence-against-animals/
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/by-general-category-feature-page-index/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.keystonelink.org/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=8YA5GCP6CVL3S
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THE LINK… in the NEWS 

Nurse Charged with Poisoning           

Neighbor’s Pets 
A Lakeland, Fla. nurse who reportedly 

had previously threatened to poison a 

neighbor’s pets for coming into her 

yard was charged with three counts of 

animal cruelty and one count of de-

positing poison in public after detectives said she poi-

soned two cats and a pregnant Chihuahua. WFLA-TV 

reported that the Polk County Sheriff’s Office’s Agri-

cultural Crimes Unit arrested Tamesha Knighten, LPN, 

51. Eight puppies in the Chihuahua’s womb were also 

killed. 

Two Link Cases in Edmonton, Alberta 
Two recent criminal cases in the 

Edmonton, Alberta Police Services’ 

child and animal protection units 

vividly demonstrate several differ-

ent dimensions of The Link. 

 

In May, Edmonton police respond-

ing to a residential break-in found a dead cat in a mi-

crowave. “This is a horrific act of cruelty, and our 

hearts go out to the family who lost their beloved cat 

and witnessed the aftermath of this disturbing as-

sault,” Liza Sunley, CEO of the Edmonton Humane So-

ciety told CTV News. “We are thankful that Edmonton 

has a dedicated Animal Cruelty Investigation Unit who 

is taking this investigation seriously. 

 

“There is a well-established link between violence 

against animals and violence against humans, and it is 

crucial that we work together to prevent both,” she 

added. 

 

In December, what Edmonton child protection investi-

gators called “one of the most disturbing cases of child 

abuse” that they had ever seen, three people were 

arrested on over 100 charges of child abuse and ani-

mal cruelty. CTV reported that the Edmonton Police 

Service’s Child Protection Unit began its investigation 

after receiving reports of “significant” child abuse 

against seven children between the ages of 2 and 13. 

The children were reportedly frequently beaten, stran-

gled and malnourished for years and forced to stay in 

painful positions for hours at a time. The accused fa-

ther also allegedly used a shock collar to assault some 

of the children and frequently tortured one of the 

family’s five dogs. The father, 37, his common law 

partner, 37, and a 25-year-old family member — who 

were not named to protect the children’s identities — 

face over 100 charges. The children are in foster care 

and the dogs were removed from the home. 

Man Sexually Extorts Autistic Youth 

and Pimps Dogs in Bestiality Ring 

An Ontario man who had pled guilty 
to sexually exploiting and extorting a 
young boy with autism for nine years 
and who ran a bestiality ring in which 
he pimped out St. Bernards and other 

dogs to be raped has been released from custody after     
serving 522 days in jail. The Ottawa Citizen reported 
that Steve Sernoskie, 60, of Round Lake Centre, had 
groomed the youth, then 15, with sexualized com-
ments, liquor, cannabis, gifts, and cash in exchange for 
sexual favors. Meanwhile Sernoskie was running a bes-
tiality ring that included photographing the impaired 
young man engaged in bestiality wearing nothing but a 
bolo tie and a cowboy hat and using the photo to fur-
ther extort sexual favors from him. The young man 
told the judge that his life has been ruined. Sernoskie 
is banned from having any animals and will be on pro-
bation for three years. 

https://www.wfla.com/news/polk-county/lakeland-nurse-charged-with-poisoning-neighbors-pets-pcso/
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/cat-tortured-killed-in-microwave-during-edmonton-break-in-humane-society-1.6402795
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/disturbing-investigation-into-child-animal-abuse-leads-to-more-than-100-charges-1.6695841
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/ottawa-valley-chip-truck-man-admits-to-bestiality-ring-extortion?mc_cid=97aaf8c8dd&mc_eid=dd18e24bbb
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Los Angeles police 

arrested David 

Sumlin, 22, after a 

two-week-long 

search for the 

man who authori- 

ties say brutally 

executed a puppy 

belonging to his ex-girlfriend dur-

ing a heated argument. KCAL-TV 

reported that Sumlin allegedly 

held a pillow over the dog’s head 

and fired twice after telling the 

woman, “It’s either you or the 

dog.” Sumlin, who was being held 

on $50,000 bail, allegedly has an 

extensive criminal history of multi-

ple felony convictions that should 

have prohibited him from having 

access to a firearm. 

“It’s Either You  

or the Dog” 

Pennsylvania State Police troopers 

executing a search warrant for ani-

mal cruelty in Slippery Rock Town-

ship, Butler County, encountered 

multiple cases of animal starvation 

and neglect and endangerment of 

children. A police press release said 

several animals were found de-

ceased and rotting at the property 

including 10 alpacas, a basset 

hound, a chicken, and a duck. The 

property owner, who was not 

named pending the filing of charg-

es in an ongoing investigation, sur-

rendered the remaining 60 ani-

mals; including a horse, alpacas, 

ducks, chickens, dogs, and cats to 

an animal shelter in Erie. Child 

Youth Services were contacted and 

removed several children from the 

home. 

Police Rescue Children 

and Animals from  

Deplorable Conditions 

Two brothers from a rural area of Hampshire 

in the United Kingdom have been jailed for a 

total of eight years and eight months for ani-

mal cruelty and various assault charges. The 

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary       

reported that Kristen Christopher Cooper, 24, 

and Todd James Edward Cooper, 29, had 

chased a resident into a store, pushed him to the floor and fired a ball bear-

ing at him using a catapult. Later that day, they used their SUV to ram anoth-

er vehicle before attacking it and the occupants with a crowbar, baseball bat 

and catapult. The two were also arrested on separate charges of causing 

harm to injured deer and rabbits, mutilating them and encouraging dogs to 

attack them. A veterinarian stated it was the worst case of animal cruelty he 

had seen in 24 years. 

Brothers Jailed for Assaults and Torturing Wildlife 

Police Charge Father 

with Animal Cruelty and 

Child Abuse  
Police in Port St. 

Lucie, Fla. investi-

gating a domestic 

dispute charged 

Fritz Eugene, 67, 

with animal and 

child cruelty for         

allegedly cutting off the legs and 

slitting the throat of a state– and 

federally-protected wild blue 

heron in front of his son. The    

New York Post reported that the 

police affidavit said Eugene be-

came enraged after the bird start-

ed eating his fishing bait. His wife 

reported the allegations to police 

after she reportedly found a photo 

of him holding the bird on her 

daughter’s phone. 

Woman Charged in 

Hoarding Case with     

Elder Abuse Suspicions 
A 74-year-old woman suspected 

of financially exploiting a blind 83-

year-old man who had to spend 

his days at a seniors’ center to 

escape the smell of a house with 

19 living and several dead and 

decomposing animals was 

charged with 19 counts of animal 

cruelty. Deborah Battaglino, of 

Cedar Crest, N. Mex., but was not 

charged with elder abuse because 

the victim was uncooperative with 

sheriff’s deputies. KRQE-TV said 

there was so much clutter in the 

house the man hadn’t been able 

to access his kitchen in five years 

and there was no heat or running 

water.  

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/man-who-allegedly-killed-puppy-during-argument-with-ex-girlfriend-arrested/
https://www.psp.pa.gov/PIRRs/Pages/Butler-County-Press-Releases.aspx
https://www.hampshire.police.uk/news/hampshire/news/news/2024/january/new-forest-men-jailed-for-a-total-of-eight-year-and-eight-months-for-assault-and-animal-cruelty/
https://nypost.com/2023/04/06/florida-man-allegedly-cut-off-legs-slit-throat-of-great-blue-heron/
https://www.krqe.com/news/crime/19-animal-cruelty-charges-filed-against-cedar-crest-woman/
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You Can Help Us 
Create Safer 
Communities! 

The National Link            
Coalition is the only               
international education 
and advocacy organiza-
tion working to prevent 
animal cruelty, domestic 
violence, child maltreat-
ment, and elder abuse by 
showing how they are 
Linked. As the global 
resource center on             
The Link between                 
animal cruelty and              
human violence we train 
multidisciplinary                 
professionals, showcase                 
programs, and publicize                
legislation and research 
to foster collaborations 
that create safer                 
communities by                
recognizing that when 
animals are abused,    
people are at risk, and 
when people are abused, 
animals are at risk.  
 
I.R.S. 501c3 tax ID                
#92-2607909. 
 
Join us! 

NationalLinkCoalition.org 

arkowpets@snip.net 

National Link Coalition Leadership Team 

Board of Directors 
Phil Arkow, President/Secretary 
    Instructor, Animal Abuse & Family Violence, University of Florida 
    Adjunct Faculty, Animal-Assisted Therapy & Activities, Harcum College 
    Etowah, N. Car. 
Randall Lockwood, Ph.D., Vice President/Board Chair 
    Consultant, ASPCA 
    Falls Church, Va.  
Lesley Ashworth, Treasurer 
    Former Director, Domestic Violence & Stalking Program, Columbus Ohio City Attorney’s Office 
    Boone, N. Car.  
Barbara W. Boat, Ph.D.,                                
    Associate Professor, University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
    Executive Director, Childhood Trust, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
    Cincinnati, Ohio  
Paul Needham    
    Chair, Education Committee,, National Adult Protective Services Association 
    Shawnee, Okla.  
Mark Kumpf, CAWA    
   Principal Director, Animal Control & Care Academy 
    Dayton, Ohio 

Professional Advisory Committee 
Diane Balkin, J.D. 
  Retired Chief Deputy District Attorney 
  Denver, Colo.  
Kendra Coulter, Ph.D. 
  Professor, Management & Organizational 
  Studies, Huron University College,  
  Western University 
  London, Ont., Canada  
Steve Dale 
  Nationally Syndicated Radio Host and Author 
  Chicago, Ill.  
The Hon. Rosa C. Figarola 
  Retired Circuit Probate Judge,  
  11th Judicial Circuit 
  Miami, Fla.  
Maya Gupta, Ph.D.    (Alternate) 
  Senior Director of Research, 
  ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
  Woodstock, Ga.  
Joey Orduna Hastings 
  CEO, National Council of Juvenile & Family  
  Court Judges 
  Reno, Nev.  
Helen Holmquist-Johnson, MSW, Ph.D. 
  Director, Human-Animal Bond in Colorado 
  (HABIC) 
  Colo.  State Univ. School of Social Work 
  Ft. Collins, Colo.  
Kendall Houlihan, DVM 
  Assistant Director, Animal Welfare Division 
  American Veterinary Medical Association 
  Schaumburg, Ill.  

Ann Laatsch, J.D. 
  Justice System Coordinator 
  National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life 
  Milwaukee, Wis.  
Emily Patterson-Kane, Ph.D.  
  Director, Research 
  ASPCA Department of Strategy & Research 
  Chicago, Ill. 
Allie Phillips, J.D.   
  Director, Sheltering Animals and Families 
  Together (SAF-T) 
  Lansing, Mich.  
Gale Rasin, J.D. 
  Retired Associate Judge,  
  Baltimore City Circuit Court,  
  Chestertown, Md.  
The Hon. John J. Romero, Jr. 
  Retired District Judge, Children’s Court Division 
  2nd Judicial District, Albuquerque, N. Mex.  
Martha Smith-Blackmore, DVM 
  President, Forensic Veterinary Investigations, LLC 
  Interim Director, Div. of Animal Care & Control 
  Boston, Mass.  
John Thompson 
  Executive V.P., Small & Rural Law Enforcement 
  Executives Association 
  Alexandria, Va.  
Kathleen Wood, J.D. 
  Staff Attorney, Criminal Justice Program 
  Animal Legal Defense Fund 
  Portland, Ore.  

https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3741944/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:randall.lockwood@aspca.org
mailto:ashworth306@gmail.com
mailto:barbara.boat@uc.edu
mailto:TCS4APS@gmail.com
mailto:dogcop481@hotmail.com
mailto:balkinwise@comcast.net
mailto:kendra.coulter@huron.uwo.ca
mailto:petworld@stevedale.tv
mailto:rfigarola@aol.com
mailto:maya.gupta@aspca.org
mailto:jhastings@ncjfcj.org
mailto:helen.holmquist-johnson@colostate.edu
mailto:khoulihan@avma.org
mailto:alaatsch@ncall.us
mailto:emily.patterson-kane@aspca.org
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
mailto:rasindetre@gmail.com
mailto:jjulio347@gmail.com
mailto:marthasmithdvm@gmail.com
mailto:jwt8156@gmail.com
mailto:kmwood@aldf.org

