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DOMESTIC ABUSE... and THE LINK
Maine Becomes 5" State to Require Courts

to Consider Pets’ Welfare in Divorce Settlements

Maine has become the fifthtate tograntcourts the power to award custody of
companionanimals indivorce proceedig<property settlement dispugsto the
party determined to be in the animafbest interests. Thiprocess, which

in 2016 and can be a key factor particularly when dongestlerce is an issue
in the divorce Similaawswere enacted in lllinois (2017), California (2018), and New Haimngp&019).

Maine LD 535vasscheduled to b carried ower to a future legislaive session.Due to a need to get a
budget passed quicklhe Maine Legislature took the unusustep of passing the budget and
adjourning the session with a number of bdtsried over However, the Legislaturden went back
into a special session shortly thereafter and continued working on a number of bills35vas passed
and went into law without the Governor's signature in Jun&vill go into effect in October.

The new law revises Sec. 1:-AMRSA&953, sub. 10, tesay that courtshallaward ownership of
companion animals to only one party afewnsidering all relevant factorscludingbut not limited to:

A. The welbeing and basic daily needs of the companion animal,

B. The amount of time each party has spent with the companion animal during the
marriage tending to the companion anin@hduritional, grooming, physical and

medical needs;

C. The abilitpf a party to continue to own, support and provide adequate care for the
companion animal;

D. The emotional attachment of a party to the companion animal;

E. The emotional attachment of anyilchin the household to the companion animal
and the benefit tathe child of the companion anim@lremaining in the primary
residence of the child;

F. Any domestic violence between the parties or in the household of the parties; and
G. Any history of anial abuse or other unsafe conditions for the companion animal.
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Pet Friendly Florida Shelters Stage Unique Fundraisers

Clay County Shelter to Ralse Funds to Replace Aging Kennels
ST E = Quigley Hbuse, the duakcertified domesticviolene and

sexual assault ceer serving Claydtinty Fla., will hold a
pet-themed fundraiser on Oct. 23 to raise funds to replac
and refurbish existing dog and cat holding facilities.
Development Director Chtis McMillan tellsThe LINK
Leter that plans for the event include a Petiade,
costume cotest, talent show K9 demonstrations, and
interaction with veterinarians, groomers and doggi

TR daycare enters. The event will also help edteahe

, ; 4e . =1\ community on The Link between domestic vialerand
Pet kennels at Quigley Housélm Flor animal abuse

[¢]

Orlando Shelter Conducting Calendar Pet Photo Contest

Meanwhile, another pefriendly shelter in Florida has come up with

a creative fundraiser by offering the publie chance to have their

pets included in the 202Raws for Peace calendatarbor House of o >

Central Florida, based in Orlando, lzaget photo contest.

Cmtestants can pay $15 for a chanceetater their pe@ photoand

$1 per vote from family and friengighe top 12 pets to receive the |- r House
most votes will be featured on ehenonth of the calendar.

of Central Florida

Contestants can also guarantespat on the calendar foa $50 donation to reserve a specific dsych
as the pe® adption anniversary, birthday or memial. Specific dates are first come/first servéh

humans are allowed in the photeghich must be submitted bgept. 30Calendars can be peiased in
December 2021. All preeds benefithe Pawsdr Peace kennel that has housed more than 350 pets at
the domestic violence shelter since it opened in 2082e theAugust 2012 INKL€ter).

Paid Fellowship Available to Assist Homeless Persons with Pets
My DoglsMy Home, a national nonprofit dedicated to expanding access to

shelter for individualsincludingsurvivors of domestic violencexperiencing
homelessness and their companion animadsaécepting applications farpaid

fellowshp for the fall cycle of the &ShelteringCollabaative. The person

selected will assist My DogMyy Home with administrative &ks related to the
collaborative and the rmnual cashdtering conference.

Thepostion offers a monthly stipend of $1,400 for one semestethvpiotential for a fellowship

extension for a full academic year depending on funding availability. The fellow can work remotely for
approximately 14 hors per week. Applications will be accepted a rolling basis until #nposition is

filled. Details about the position and the application process are omthenizatimQa ¢ So &aA G S
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National Initiative in Canada to Address Gap
In Pet-Friendly Sheltering Opportunities

The Canadiagovernment is funding a national initiaé to address the gap in
domestic violence shelters that arelatio accommodate the pets of survivors.
Humane Canada (formerly the Canadiederation of Humane Societies), the
HUMAN orgarizer of theCanadian Violence Link Coalitidtasannouncedhey are the
CANADA recipientof a multiyear grant from theCanadian governmeft@epartment for
Woment YR DSYRSNJ 9ljdzr f AGeQa 062! D90.CSYAYyAaAQl

Thegrant recognizes the Violence Link, the evidehasedconnectiors between volence against

animals and violencegainst people. Research shows that animal abuse often occurs befatengside

family violenceWith 62% of Canadians owning at least one, pesignificanhumberof women fleeing

genderbasel violence confront system which does not make adequate ps@mn for their petsin

statistics gnilar to U.S. findings, @anadan study found that 56% of domestic abuse victims delayed
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éNo survivor should be forceto choose between their own safety and that of theirpet &+ AR | | Yy I K
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to stop the cycle of violence, thereby protaw both women and their pets

ELDER ABUSE... and THE LINK
Paul Needham Honored with National Elder Abuse Prevention Award

Paul Needhamyho serves on th&laional Link CoalitioRa & (G S S NJ
committee, was honoredecentlywith the Institute on \folence, Abuse
and Traum& Rosalie S. Wolf Memorial Elder Abuse Prevention Award.
Needham, of Shawne@HWa., retired a few years agwom the Oklahoma
Department of Human Seree) CI| YA f & { d2isidhNdining S
Unit. He had beehead Trainer and Training Developer for Adult Protecti
Services Academies sin2@03.He chairs the National Aduotective
Senice)? 9 RdzOI { A 2ayid confinvies ianaviel di&ionally to train
APS workers.

Pau haschaired theelder abuse track for the Oklahoma Conference Paul Needham
Agingand has served on theoBrd of Drectors of he National Staff Development and Training
Associationand as a trainer for the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life.

IVAT wroteg Bis award is presented to the inddlual that best illustrategledication and commitment
to the ideals of Rosalie Wolf in the preveamti and reduction of incidents of elder abuse through
research, education, policy, and practité.. Needham has spent over 35 years in the realm of Adult
Protective Services and eldebase in such positions asfront-line worker, supervisor, investigatcand
trainer. His numerous years of work and experience exemplify his dedication and true passion in
servicing those elders who have experienced traumaamngse. His actions carry othe legacy of this
awardaswell & SELJ YR (KS vy lofiisshes ofaldedapuS NE (| Y RA Y 3

Congatulations, Paul!



https://humanecanada.ca/violence-link/
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CHILD MALTREATMENT... and THE LINK
Animal Abuse Linked as Risk Factor for Children’s Suicide

What may be the first reference

oze# VectorsSolution ® English v joyekeel
% vecor Traming X2 Editor

to pet abuse being a wang
Signin Comecﬁon Wlth the risk Youth'Su.icide:Awareness,'Prever.]tion and Postvention:
of childrer@ committirg suicide Additional Contributing Factors
has appeared in Louisvillgy.
Joye Keeley, whoaordinates
the Kentucky Link Coalition and
is a Cafain for the Jefferson
County Public Schaokystem,
tells The LINK etterthat
everyone in the JCPS ®ym is
required b take an ofine
suicide prevention training

Emotional Abuse Defined

Emotional abuse is the chronic act or omission of an act that interferes with a child’s psychological
and social growth and development.

You should pay attention to information you hear about a student’s pets. If animal abuse is occurring
in a family, child abuse may also be occurring.

A child may be especially attached to a family pet, feeling this is his or her only friend. If so, the child
is vulnerable if anything should happen to the pet or if the child witnesses the pet being abused

The programconducted by Vector Solutions (formerly SafeSchaslayailablenationally.One part of

the training mentions The ik to animal abus in the segient on chitl abuse as a aributing factor for
suicide.The unit describes emotional abuse as the chronic act or omission of an act that interferes with
a child? psychological and social growth and development.

dYou shoulgay attention toinformationyou hearabout a studenf pets. If animal abuse is ocduag in
a family, child abuse may also be occurgraglvises the training modul@A child may be especially
attached to a family petfeeling this is his or hemly friend. If so, thechild is vuherable if aything
should happen to the pet or if the @t witnesses the pet being abuseéd.

Report Cites Benefits of Cross-Reporting Child and Animal Abuse

An extensiveesearch projecby alLewis & Clark Law Schablidert
examines the complexitieghallengesiisks, and benefits of crogeporting
laws ketween child protection and animal protection employe&arun
Bishopwrites that while thesdaws empower professionals to take action tc
curb patterns of violencand ntervere earlier,and a Connecticut study
reported thatalmost half of animal crueltseportswere connected to child
endangermentthere is still more work to das many states have not
enacted crosseporting lawsand agencies may find it difficult to esxcome
the challenges Tarun Bishop

Bidhop ctesresearch about th adverseémpacts of violenceipon childrenand howtheir warm bonds
with pets @n be explded by abusers who threateto harm the animald the childrendo not obey.
Increased discussiawmithin the legal sysm about ThelLink between child and animal akehas made
advancements in addressing these issumtably by enacting mandatory reporting lawowever,only
aminimal number of steesmandate or permitchild protection enployees to report suspected anima
abuse, and animal protection employees teport chld abuse.



https://jefferson-ky.safeschools.com/login
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abuse agencies may function@sF A N& (i  NdSaaimig abisé ¢adedAll of this has igen rise to the
importance of crosseportingg KS gNA(GSao

He describes the bendtfs of mandatorycrossreportingfor earlier irtervention and prevention of
injuries to humans and animal@hild and animal abusare underreported, which makes it ever neo
important to identify these kinds of abusehen possible. Further, if child and animal protection
agencies are ovetlvdened, it can be useful if they can work together, as this fosters collaboration in
uprootingpatterns of violence and abus€rossreporting, whether mandated by law or hovorksas

an additional layer of safety for vulnerable members of household

dlf child and animal protection gencies are On the other handgrossreportingis not without

() /=T oMo [Ta TS s M= Ta M RV (BN SR R0 18 risks False reporting is possiblgarticulaly for
together, as this fosters collaboration in people ofcolor. &While these conerns are

uprooting patterns d violence and abuseé. noteworthy and valid, the benefitsf mandatory
crossreporting laws prolbly outweigh the costs
because early intervention allows appropriate officials to assess each situation for potential abuse, and
provides an opportunity to uproot patternsf abuse early onThe negative effects cangbminimized if,

at eachstage of the investigation, the officials use discretion based on training and ceii@mofe.g., to

only send a case to trial if there is prdib@ cause after consultation with animed/or child experts§

There do not appeato be any appellate casehat challenge cros®porting of animal abue although
court challenges to mandatory reging of childabuse involveprivacy rights, discrimatory reporting
practicesandviolationof Consitutional rights against selihcriminationand illegal searcland-seizure

He ctes distinctions among various staf®ne-way and tweway reporting lavs covering which
employeesare mandated or permittedio crossreport andthe fewtraining pragramsthat can help
themidentify likely paterns of abuse and distinguish between abused, neglected, injured, and
chronically ill animals or childne

GThere may be a misunderstanding of the importance of crepsrting by child protection workers.
Workers may see the need to report suspected aalimbuse as an additional burden or obstacle to
resolvingfamily violence when their primary concern is for the child. Concern over accusing a parent of
an additional crne when the goal is to keep the familydnt safely may arise. However, this can be
mitigated by proper training in the dynamics of family gimde that includes expression of violence on
pets¢ KS | ROA&ASa®

Crossreporting lawsémay be difficult to enfate, because mandated cressporters maylack the

experience and training needed toagnize the signs of animal aleuMany people are unfamiliar with

(KS yS88Ra 2F OSNIIAY &LSOAS8A 2F FYAYLEAS FYR YI @8
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dwhile it is akarly a minority of states with crossporting laws, the research shows the benefits K S
concludesoHowever, this must be combined with proper training and legislatefnitions that are
clear and coer allforms of abuse. As research becomes morargland the public is more informed, it
is likely that more states will enact mandatory crosporting lawsé
-- Bishop, T. (2021). Detail discussion of cresporting laws for child abuse and animal abuse. bhigan State
University College of Lavhttps://www.animallaw.info/article/detailed -discussionRcrossreporting-laws.

e ——————
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VETERINARY MEDICINE... and THE LINK
60% of DVMs Cons1der Anlmal Abuse an Important Welfare Issue

What is believed to be the first global survey to rexae
whichanimal welfaressuesare consideed to be the most
important by companion animal vete@rians worldvide is
reporting that60% of responding veterinarians consider
animal abuse to beither dvery importante or dimportant.€
When broken down by geogphical region, these
percentages variedanimal abuse was osidered to bevery
Nienke Endenburg & Grieagjiha important or importantby 71.8% ofreterinariansn Asia,
61.8% in North America, 56.4% in Europe, 55.1% in Afrieajm&ath America, and 46% in Oceania.

The survey of 1,015 respondents fouhat overall, thetop three animal welfare concesreported
worldwide were pet obesity agerelated issues and lack of knowledgéthough there were diffeneces
across regionpossibly due to cultural and soeicoromic factors Otheranimal welfardssues among
the 20 items in thesurvey includedincorrect or inappropriate nutritiongenetic or breedrelated issues
lack of putine prophylaxis; delay or refusal to euthanizegantrolled or overbreeding; lack of
scocialization; and separatierelated behaviors.

The study also examed age and gender differencesgarticipantYesponses, with female
veterinarians reporting more welfare issues than their male counterparts &det @eterinarians
reporting fewer welfre concerns than younger vetearians.
-- Endenburg, N., Takashimé&., van LithH.A., Bacon, H., & Hazel, S.J., et al. @02Animal welfare worldwde:
The opinion d practidng veterinarians.Journal of AppliedWelfare Science, 48),215-237.

Phoenix Zones Webinars to Focus on Human, N I,
Animal and Environmental Protection I )I l @ ] ) 1\ 1 >\

ThePhoenix Zoesinitiative, an Albuquerquébased program /O) N ] . S
initiated by physicianand others toadvancethe interconnected - b

rights, health and welbeingof people, animals and the l \] [ . l ) l \' l ) ] \ L
environmert through aJustOneHealth approach with a focus on 1 - i

child and aninal protection, is launching a free eighteekonline Project ECH@teractive seminarFor
the first cohort,scheduled for Sept. 3QNov.18, professionals working in human and veterinary

medicine, thesocial and biologal sciencespublic halth, law, policy and ethicscommunitybased
organzations,and social and enviranental advocacwre invuted to participate.

The seminar wikkonsst of eight weekly Zoommeetingsand provide interprofessional dialogue, cress
sectoral resources, technicaxpertise, and mentorshifp advane holistic, inclusive and evidence
based social and environmenjaktice interventions thaterve the public balth needs of vulnerable
and marginalized communitie¥heJust One Blalth approach expands the One Hedlémework
whichrecognizeghe interconneced health ofpeople, animals, plants, and the environmestwell as
the need for interprofessional calboration and advocagyy centering rights and justice as primary
prevention strategies within local andbdpal programs, policies, drreseart priorities. Phoenk Zones
are places that recognize and advatice rights of people and animalandfosterthe Phoenix Effea
conditionsthat allow individuals to ascend from the prevbial ashes.



https://www.phoenixzonesinitiative.org/
https://www.phoenixzonesinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/invitation-just-one-health-project-echo-phoenix-zones-initiative-8321-PDF1.pdf

SOCIAL WORK... and THE LINK

Online Program on Assessment and Treatment of Animal Offenders

The New York Universiya  { A f @S NJ { O fad2he AnthiBlg Saei@yhlnstitutekilPpiédent a

two-part live online progranon 6BARK: Behavior, Accountability, Responsibility, and Knowlédge

Diverson Intervention for Adults Who Abuse Animéls ¢ KS S@Syid ¢Aftt Gl 1S LI I OS
Thurs., Oct. 21,rbm 6:00¢ 7:30 pm BT.

The BARK diversion program is a group intervention based on
theidentification, assessment, antreatment ofadultswho
abuseanimalsusingthe AniCare Approacfte course will
provide guidance on how to identify, assess, amétradults

who haveabused animals. Topics covered inclugew to

frame the therap; establish a working relationshigeal with

w resistanceestablish accountabilityand clarify values retad

Ken Shap#. Kimberly Spanjol to animals. It als teaches selfnanagement skills including
empathy, accommodation, reciprocity, nurturance, anger managemeit stiessmanagment.

Presenterswill be Kenneth Shapira retired clinical psychologfiand foundeiof the Animals & Soety
Institute, and Kmberly Spanjgla criminologist and assistant professor of criminal justice and sociology
at lona College. The courseN¥SB and ASWB/ACE approved 3cCE contact houwr

Animal-Assisted Social Work Faculty Members Sought
. SlipperyRack University in @nnsyvania has announced that its iamal-
SlioperyRock

assisted social work program is expanding and the university is actively

Universi recruiting new faculty members for the Fall andiBg. Yvonné&aton
of Pennsylvania Sull, asociate profesor and MSW Program Directog]lsThe LINK

Letter that the programdis growing bydaps and bounds.
Applications are invited for mine-month appointment as a fulime social work faculty member on a
tenure track for the Bring 2022 semaer. The position wiltequire teaching far classesn both the
BSSW and MSW programih three preparatiors and some office worl@pplication details are
available from theDffice ofHuman Resources

Veterinary Social Work Opportunities at Two Universities

Two full-time veterinary social work positiortsgave opened upAn embedded VSW position is aahbié
at the Tuskegee Glege of Veteinary Medicine Applications are being accepted until Oct. T@e
University of Tennesseas seeking an Aliare VSW positio in the Program for Pet Health Equity.



https://socialwork.nyu.edu/a-silver-education/continuing-education/conferences-and-events/bark-diversion-program.html
https://careers.sru.edu/postings/7424
https://www.tuskegee.edu/discover-tu/human-resources/staff-positions/veterinary-social-worker-job-s64
https://ut.taleo.net/careersection/ut_system/jobdetail.ftl?job=21000001GP&tz=GMT-04%3A00&tzname=America%2FNew_York

LAW ENFORCEMENT... and THE LINK
Police Shootings of Dogs and People Linked

Widespreadhational discussions about police reform and
racial justiceare nowseenas also includipa Linkcomponent,
with recentevidene thatthe locations ofpoliceshootings of
dogscorrelate closely geographically with lemcome
communities of color where pate $ootings of people are also concentrated

On July 19the U.S. Hous of RepresentateSXCanmittee onAppropriatiors submited areportin
conjunction wih H.R. 4505the Appropriations Bill fotCommerce, Justice, Seee and Related Agers
for fiscal 2022HR.4505aims to hep reform lawenforcement practices across the countand ensure
the civil rightsof all Americans. Theport describing thes81.3 billion measuréncluded language
proposed by the ASPC@dégaidingpolice encounters witltdogs, situationgn which officersoften shoot
first ard ask questions later.

The meaure recommends appropriating $95 million foe Offiee of Justice Prograrfiesearch,
evaluation andstatisticsdivisions to fundresearchinto suchissuesas crime ad offender data
cadlection, solitary confinementpractices, access to mental healthrgiees for law enforcement officers,
community-based public safety strategieand monitoring saxal ébuse in organizations that serve
youths.Included in this section the followinglanguagefrom the AR CA:

PoliceUse ofForceAgainst Pets It has be@ estimated that thousands of dogs are killed
annually by law enforcement afers. Manystates and municipalities do not require that police
shootings directed at petseébreported. Howger, data from somdocalities siggestghat
anywhere from 2§75 percent of all law enforcement firearms discharges are directed at dogs,
and thatthese incidents argeogaphically clustered in losncome commuities of color where
policeshootings involing peope are alsaoncentrated Poli@ shodings directed at pets
escalate encounters with policed communities and erode trust in law enforcement

The Committee isonerned about the lack of data and repartj requirements for such

enoounters, and urgsthe Department[of Justice}o include these incidents wolving pés in

any nationwiddS RS NI f RI GF ol &S ONBSI (S Rof ibrge agahdt ggle, f | 6 Sy
or to provide Congress with a report Wih 180 days on how the Deginent can collet and

maintain conprehensive demonl ¢ Sy T 2 NJ SfYofcy ajaihst pedgieBind pets, as

well any policy recommendations needed to implerh#rat data collecion.

oConsidering this language was a newuest this year, their atterion to the issues pretty awesomeg
said KatieKraskaAFPCA federal legisliae director for government relations. The measure, if approved
by the House, woulthen go b the Senat.



https://www.congress.gov/117/crpt/hrpt97/CRPT-117hrpt97.pdf

Online Graduate Course on “Animal CSI” Focuses on The Link

Anew online four-unit graduatelevelcertificate program in Animal
Crueltylnvestigationsffered by theUniversity of New Haven in
Connecticubegis with a unit on Tle Linkbetween animacruelty and
interpersonal vblence.Virginia Mawell, Associate Professorthe Henry
C. Lee Colte of Criminal Justice and Forensic Science and course
coordinator, sagthe program willillustrate why it is so riticalto
intervenein cases of animalruelty.

G! YAYIlF f INBdRA D it makded, wiidlis also a passionate ; y:
aR@20FGS F2NJI FIENY FyAYlIfaod af KAtvlﬂgmudu\mzdttaSZ Sf RSNJ I 6d
abuse, and amalabus all go had in hand. If you hae domestic violence in a hoeisold, most of the

time you have animal cruelty going on as well. If we can intercept a teenageswbosing animals,
maybe we canstopthé 0 SF2NB G(GKS& | 0dzasS LIS2LX So¢

Maxwell, who wote ajournalarticle last yeaon documenting and processing animaiuelty scenes

(See thd=ebruary 201 LINKLetter),developedthe one-year pragramthat begirsthis fall. Because i§i
fully online, it is open tatudents around the world. Students will be also able to begin the program in
January.

G¢KS LINRPINIY A& ol &rQdatdryeld NBEKCSE TahWABARS alseNawrifiaglaiE 6 S\fy R A
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Designed fostudents in a wide variety fdfields, the cetificate is intendel for those who mighbe first
responders to an dmal cruelty case, such as police and animal control officers. It also is geared toward
lawyers as well as veterinarians or veterinary studemho,Maxwell s&d> R Away et tb tak a

course on vetemary forensics.

Theprogram includes four courseandMaxwell hopes to later add electives to the curriculum. The first
class, taught bgriminal justie professor Leila Dutton explores Thiek.The initial course i®llowed by

& ! nfakCrudty Investig (0 A 2 Y 3 éy Lida Datiia &rétired police listenant from theNew Haven
Police Depament. It exploressearch varrants,documerting crime scenes ahwriting reports.

Maxwell teaches the third cose, which covers forensic investigation of animal cruelty, diotuthe
evidence generated by certain types of cadédse final coursesianindependent study, enablintpe
studentsto explbre what is mostmeaningful for thenandto work closely wittthe instructors.

GLQY K2LIAY3 GKAA 2 LIJ2 NI dzy Avé, tnaylBejuinpstarBaicaréer changzRrS y G &4 |
OKIFy3S (KS BB¥(fBKSRBRINBIROGEZMISK iederidhllzéhadnpartant this

is, and not just becausethey arg/ah YI f f 2OSNE® LGQA AYLRNIFIYGd FNBY O
of this incrediblelink between animal cruelty and other criminal bet#&aWnJb €



https://www.newhaven.edu/lee-college/graduate-programs/certificates/animal-cruelty-investigation/index.php
https://www.newhaven.edu/lee-college/graduate-programs/certificates/animal-cruelty-investigation/index.php
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/LINK-Letter-2021-February.pdf
https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/nhpd/
https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/nhpd/

Criminals in Wild Animal Petting Zoos called “Con”-servationists

While nost Link actiity has focuse@n the connections betweemterpersonal violene and the abuse
of companion animals, there is growing intest as to how The Link playston regards to wild animals,
particularly in e criminal activites inwlved with theillegal wildlife trade The $sue wasnost recently
popularized by the conviction ¢f ¢ A 3 FBIWE 5 y¢3 a2 f ARBassagvRo was sentenced to 22
years in prisa for conspiring in a muaer-for-hire scheme tasilencea critic am for multiple violdions of
the Endangered Spead\ct and the Lacey Act involving wildlife importatiSee thd=ebruary 2020
LINKLetter).

The New York City Chaptef the National Lawyers Guittbsted a
webinar on July 23 on the subject of the ownership aiftexbig cats in
the U.SThel00-minute videofeaturesan extensive iterview with Tim
Harison, a formeipolice officerand direcbr of Qutreach for Animalsan
organization of law enforcement, paramedic, firdfiigpg, medical, and
veterinay officials whoeducatethe publicon proper behavior @und
wildlife.

Harrisoncalled manyexotic animal dealers and exhibitionists, includmgny who rurtourist attraction
wild animal theme parkand petting zoosvhere chidren ge to play with tigercubs éconsenationistsé
becausehe animal parks ara front for other crimes. Cotsts, drug dealers and child molesters are
converging in this industnhe saiddt®@ more nefarious than you think itds.

Harrison cited sveral casesfowild animalpark personnel ad exotic animal dekersin which homidies,
narcotics trafficking andther criminal offenses occur. He cited an assistant direatdhe US. Fish &
Wildlife Sevice@ Office of Law Enforcement who testifiedashearing that wildlife éme is often
as®ciaed with other aimes including frad, narcotics, money launderingnd smugglingChid
traffickingand childmolestngare alsofoundin the trade, Harrison added.

Following Harriso® presentation, a pan@f journalists psychologits and lawyerslisaussal the
potential overlap betweerthe ¢dark personality spaéeof psychopathy and etic animd ownership.

GTheanimals are idanger all the time, but start thinking aboutéite said, advising parent®nto put
the children in tle hands of potetial child molesters &Why would you leyour family and friends go
anywhere near where people like that work?

Permission to Reprint

The news contained in The LINK-Letter are intended to disseninate as widely and as freely as possible
information about the connedtions between animal abuse and interpersonal violence Permisdgon is hereby
granted to re-post these articlesin other newsletters, websites, magazines, and electronic publications provided
that appropriate credit is gven to the National Link Coaition and with links to www.nationallinkcoalition.org.

For Additional Information

Just clik on the blue underlined hyperlinks in these articles and it will take you to other websites with
additional information abaout that topic.
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https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/LinkLetter-2020-February.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J0CTVnIcGs&t=3033s
https://outreachforanimals.org/
http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/

FBI Journal Spotlights The Link, Calls for Multidisciplinary Responses
The FBD Baw Enfecement Bulletiron Aug. 1Qublished ararticle ond ¢ K S
LinkBetween Animal Cruelty and Human Visteg Y 2 { AagirBals,iike |
children, are among the most vulnerable victims igisty ard consequently
at hich risk for crueltyoHistorically, animatruelty has been considered an
isolated issue, but recent resarch shows a wetlocumentedLink that it is a
predictive or ceoccurring crime with violence against humans (including
intimate patners, children, and elders) and is associated with othees$ypf
violent offenseg ¢ RiarfieRoimson and Victorial@usen of the FBI &
Behavioral Analysis Unit

dncreased awangess of this linkage and a collaborative approach to thegedigations strengthens
the identification and reduction of suchsresé (i K S gtradintdibazBe separain of child and
animal protection services hireted acknowledgement of THank. This is changinghowever, as an
increasinghumber of fields a& recogrizing the correlation and seriousness of these crimes.

TheLink field has further evolved to recognikew animals are abeslto manipuate, control and
punish human victims in doestic violence and create an atmdsye d fear and control. Theyite
extensive Link research that also describes animal crueltysdictor of current and future violence,
including crimes of aault, rape, murder, arson, domestic violence, andiaéabuse of childrerdBeing
cognizant of this link allows for law femcemert to recognize that animal cruelty indicates other
possible dfenses are occurring in the househgld e \Krite.

The artide reviews federal legislationther crimes often associated with doand cockfighting, and the

inclusion of four ypes d animal cruelty in the FRR a tiohdl IncidentBasedReporting Systen{NIBRS)It

describes two ASPCA studidattidentified sigrficant gaps in law enforcement officés G NI} Ay Ay 3 | Yy R
familiarity withanimd cruelty and animal fighting issues.

O0A multidscplinary, crosgeporting approach to animal cruelty as welltaother crimes involved with
animal crueltycreates an opportuty to save liveg (i Krisléde.@iaving background knowledge of
The link between animal cruelty and violence can make @saerabe difference in an investigation,
and several key agenciescaork togeter in a multidisciplinary tea to achieve this gal. Child
protective services, animal protection groups, veterinarians, domestic violence shelters, medical
providers, anddw enforcement share a unique opportunity to create an integrative rapgh to
investigations and he link. Estalishing relationshgs will help with educating each other, being
proactive, and identifying resourceés.

e What is The LINK?
Legislation...

erder Intervention...

Abuse Networking...

Knowledge...

...to protect ALL vulnerable
members of the family
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https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-human-violence

RAISING LINK AWARENESS
Link Module Developed for Animal Control Officers’ Training

TheNationalLink Coalitia hasauthored a training mode
onthe Link betwea animal abuse and human violence that
NATIONAL ANIMAL . . . . .
CARE & CONTROL ASSOCIATION IS being incorporated into theevel | taining programfor
animal control officergonductedby the NationalAnimal
Care & Conrol AssociatioffNACA).

» . - . , .
JUSTICE a t Wa@ing Public &fety by Preventing and Responding to

Animal Abusé ¢ | & dfbNafioBay Lsnk Coalition
0\ CLEARINGHOUSE Coadinator Phl Arkow in conjnction with the Justice

Clearinghouse. The eighgsson programincludes a seriesf recorded PowerPointaddresing:
Introduction

Gdting started

Why isThe Lmk important?

Why should animal abuse be taken seriously?

Child malteatment ard animal abse

The link between domestic violence and animal abuse

Elder abse and anhal abuse

Legdslative responses andyr nex steps

=A =4 = =4 =4 =8 -8 =9

The80-minute moduleaims to help animal contralfficers understand how their work with animals
impacts luman healthand safety, ando encaurage them to establish collaborative commiyrsysems
that interface withtheir colleagus in humarsenices. Such coordinatl efforts carresult inmore
comprehensive public safety programming tharditeonal siloed aproaches.

The program ermmuragesACOs to sign up fdihe LINKL etterand to u® ourNational Directory of Abuse
Investigation Agencie® help them identifythe resourcedor reporting suspected chd maltreatment,
elder abuse and domestic violencetlreir specific ommunity.

Eah lesson contains a series st questions Thelessons on child, elder and domestic abaseh
include a ccheat sheet list of typical signshat the ACGhould look fowhich might suggessuspected
family violence. Thiessondnclude mas depictingnandaory reporting statesanda variety of
interactive activities

Arkow, whoseifst 20 yearsn the Link field involved working for a humaseciety that had majorcity
and caunty animal controtontracts, was a counder of NACA
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https://nacatraining.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse

Spotabuse Posters Inform Visitors in Virginia Courthouse

Milwaukee® renownedSpotabuse.orgcampaigng a collabaration between six commuiity agencies to fight
domestic violence by heing the puldic report animal abuse to 91{See theJune 2014 INKLetter) ¢ hasbeen
promoted in Virginia. The Hon. Lee Chitwood, a family courts judg®ulaski, Va., obtaied three of the
Spotabuse posters and hathem installed in a court waiting room. The posters describe hdags and cats can
not only help find bombs and drugs, lhean also reduce blood pressurestress and domestic abuse and aideth
blind, elderly andabused.The Milwaukee empaign Linkshe district attorney, police, animal control, humane
society, domestic violence shelter, and a PR agency with dramatic, graphagesof abused vulnerable victims.

Link Cited in Call for Canadian Legislative Action on Animal Welfare

The Link between animabuse and human violence was

featured in a Aug. 20opinioncolumn in theTorontoSar,

Canad@ & f -tirdBtranéwspapern an appeal to update

that countryQ @ntiquated animal cruelty laws and poor
international rankings for animavelfare. Kendra Couér, of

Brod University, and Peter Sankoff,aavprofessa at the

University of Alberta, wrote that theilence emanatingém the
Canadian government on animaelfare issuess conspicuous

and alarmingd 9 N2 & A 2 Yy Yhandie tecer@l - & G S NJ
Peter Sankoff & Kendra Coulter government when it comes to animalotectiong (i Kded & NJ

Noting that twothirds of Canadiamouseholds have pets and that polls regularly show that a fierce
opposition to animal cruelty is one of the fewalues that unite all Canadians, thegted that the
COVIBEL9 pandemic in particutehas revealed thenierconnectednessf human, animal and
environmental health.

oPlus, animal abuse regularly occurs befar@longsde violence against women, children and seniors.

Protecting animalsisndt RA &G NJ OGA 2y ¥F NP Y aléaR Brivibtrentasesi LINBadAy

animal protection is inextricably connected to the health, safety and-bailig of everyone indhadas
Couter and Sankoff wrote.
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https://www.facebook.com/spotabuse/?ref=page_internal
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/LinkLetter-2014-June.pdf
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/08/20/the-sorry-state-of-animal-protection-in-canada.html

ANIMAL SEXUAL ABUSE... and THE LINK

Scandinavian Articles Review Animal Sexual Abuse Literature
What may be theifst academic journal article indYwayto
addressanimal sexuahbusecites several Link authorities i
an extensivesynopsis osome of the available liteture
from the perspectives of law, veterinary science and
psychologyThe artcle notes that whilesexualcontact
between humans andnimalshasbeendocumented br
centuries its prevalenceoday remains unknownlt notes
that research on individuals who have sexual contact with
animals has largely been conducted on individuals afeo | - Z
incarcerated owho are recruited from the intergt and who Anjavaskinn (& Kananne Muri
consider themselves zoophiles

Anja Vaskinpof the Norwegian Centdbr Research on Mentdllness at the Uwersity of Oslgand
Kaianne Muri of theDepartment of Production Animdfledicine, Norwegan University ofLife Sciences
Veterinary Collegediscussvhether human beings wihconduct sexual acts with animals are at
increased risk of interpersonal violendéheyalso discusthe claimsthat zoophila may be a sexual
orientation andthat sexual ®ntact should beolerated as long as the animal does not suffemd the
opposingviewthat sexual contact with animals is always wrong because it involves coercion, violate
the rights ofothers, and becausthe animal cannot provide genuir@nsent or eport abuse. Thisack

of consent is paramount to current psychiatric classifis&iof zoophiliaand eporting of animal abuse
Ad 2yS 2F (KS SEOSLIIA 2y anfideialifg $eyenipKasizelNE TS & & A 2

The article concludethat there ae many Europearcountries that ban either all ®elected sexual acts
with animalsand that the dynamics of power and control are present in sexual intercourse with anim
in the same was in partner violace, child abuse and sexual viatenAgainst hisbackdrop, sewal
actsagainst an animal cannot be defendddey conclude
--Vaskinn, A., & Muri, K. (2021Mennesker som utgver seksuelle handlinger med dy
(People who engage in gewith animals) Tidsskrift for Norsk psykologforening
(Journal ofthe Norwegian Pgchological Associatio), 585), 368377. DOI: 10.52731/5BE9k482

Meanwhile, a Swedish author has wett anextensive loolkat how bestiality has
been portrayed in Swedis literature. AnnSofie Bnngren aliterature professor
at Sdertérn Univerdty in Stockholm,describes the contemporary revidgs to
people having sex with animals as emerging from{siagdingChristian soial
condemnations and severe pshiments for sdomy. This tradition was
particularly stong in Sweden where bestiality was madeapital crime in the
13"-14" Centuies, with death penalties for both humans and animaleese
AnrSdie nngren offenses, as well as sodonwere seen adess objective as Sweddrecame nmore
progressive in its attitude towarcasne-sex elationshigs, with bestialityseen as a form of aniah cruelty
rather than a deviant sexual behavidiherise of animal porngraphy has resulted im dichotomy: the
re-criminalizationand a continuation ofhe social tabopwhile queer theory has begun tmdress sex
with animals within a wider spectrum of sexual norms
—-Lonngren, A{ ® O H N H N IswBdnhecones rash KB G QY (12 K S NI fyddistionsof {
human-animal sexual contact at the tur of the twenty-first century. Humanimala 12(1), 167187.
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THE LINK... IN THE LEGISLATURES

Link Bills We’re Watching

Many stae legishtures ®ssionshaveendedor are on sumner break, but weQ N anticipating anather
record year fo bills addressirg anmal éuse andts Links to other forms offamily and community
violence. Here are the 121 bills that we krow to have beenintroduced sofar. Please let us krow of any
others tha we may hae missel.

Domestic Violence/Pet Protection Orders

Canada Bill G3 requires Canadanjudges © receivetraining on he VidenceLink HOORAY:"

between aninal abuse and gxual and domedtic violence as pat of their continung  pfeN

legaleducdion. The bill passed Paalinent@ Sente Canmittee on Le@l and Contitutional
Affairs andwasenacted by Royal Asert on May 6 as2021 Anmwial Satute c.8.

prohibit respondents who have mada credible threa of death or seriousphysical injuly to self,
others,or cruel migreatment of ananimal, or from possesinga firearm. The bll wasbeing
held in the House Judiciary and RulesCommitees.

. Arizona HB25&1 would allow petitionersto request a ése\ere threat order of protectioné to

ArkansasHB 1724:ites the lockdwn pressuresf the CQ/ID19 pandenic asca HOORAY™:

worst-casescenariofor victims expeiencingdomesticviolence and the rationae N
to expand existig provisons thatallow courts toinclude pets in domestic violence oiders '
of protection. The mesurealso allove courts to isue protection ordersbased on a
respondent@ dcourse of controk or ddisturbing thepeace.€ Thepremise br the meaure
states that the CQVID-19 sheter-in-placeand other redrictionsare beinguseda I & | a OF NB
tactic to ke victims isolatd from theirchildrenor support gstems.It became law on April 30 as Act
1068

Galifornia AB258 would require emergercy shdter and trandtional housing progams for the

homelessto allow residents to keep pets. The Asembly Judiciay Canmittee approved it and

sent it to the Approprations CommitteeSB344would require the Defartment of Housing and
Community Developmert to develop andadministeraprogram toaward gants to sheltersfor the
homelessto provide shelterfood and bast vderinary sevices for regdents(pets. It passedhe Senate
andthe Assembly Gumittee on Housing & Gomunity Devebpment and was sentd the Asserbly
Appraopriations Committee (It isnot clearwhether these billswould cover homeless persons who are
fleeing domestic violence

orders (whichmayinclude pet protetion provisions) to surrencer ammunition as well as any
firearms It passedhe &nate andthe Assenbly Public Safetsgind Judétiary Canmittees and was
referred to the Appropriattns Committee

\ Californa 8 320would amend the law which requiresolators d domestic wolence potection

Gonnecticut SB6 would have addedda patern of ceercive cantrolling behaviok that includes
cruelty or the threat of cruelty to animals tothe provisons by wlich a famiy member may gply
to the Swperior Court for estraining orde relief. The billdied in the Joint @mmittee on the Judciary.

e
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https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/verdict-watch-continues-in-latanowich-trial/2471828/
https://www.gannonfund.org/
https://www.crossville-chronicle.com/news/local_news/two-years-probation-for-animal-cruelty-case/article_c08ac668-f624-11eb-9c5b-9bd69b58e382.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edtn/pr/crossville-man-sentenced-over-17-years-methamphetamine-trafficking-charges
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/matthew-sebolka-charged-in-death-of-10-day-old-child



https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/the-short-sad-life-of-a-puppy-named-bane-ottawa-police-failed-to-stop-animal-abuser-until-it-was-too-late
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/vet-who-treated-failed-ottawa-puppy-under-investigation
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/crime/sask-man-faces-animal-cruelty-charges-against-ex-girlfriends-dogs?mc_cid=6a2c17bb9a&mc_eid=dd18e24bbb
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/abpc/doc/2020/2020abpc92/2020abpc92.html



https://www.mytwintiers.com/news-cat/top-stories/elmira-man-charged-with-reckless-endangerment-after-standoff-on-w-first-st/
https://www.shawlocal.com/northwest-herald/news/crime-brief/2021/08/18/island-lake-man-choked-woman-killed-dog-police-say/
https://www.volusiasheriff.org/news/volusia-county-sheriff/video-woman-charged-with-animal-cruelty-after-throwing-cat-in-crate-into-river-hes-ok.stml
https://www.volusiasheriff.org/news/volusia-county-sheriff/video-woman-charged-with-animal-cruelty-after-throwing-cat-in-crate-into-river-hes-ok.stml
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net



https://www.trynova.org/nova47/
https://conference2021.onewelfareworld.org/?lang=en
https://web.cvent.com/event/72b92d09-f06a-4022-bccb-32674f8d26be/regProcessStep1
http://www.scas.org.uk/2021-scas-conference/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nS7c2o3hRZCgfZfI87-t_g
mailto:cpalm@comcast.net
https://www.aspcapro.org/training/webinar/northern-tier-shelter-initiative-zoomie-3-collaborating-indigenous-communities?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&_hsmi=158496359&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9pvcF4aV1o2Zo2VZLkBpDdBpWMunOyXYdCwT4eXS5yrDUb3BjjufNMTF9NBPvcxGC3Ybz1VYnzUQ9Ru9SgrcZRIKAuIQ&utm_content=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED#presenters-1
https://ncjfcj.users.membersuite.com/events/e63e4564-0078-c513-d948-92ef4951d068/details
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-road-less-traveled-family-violence-in-rural-communities/
https://instituteccr.org/rural-conference/
https://instituteccr.org/rural-conference/
https://www.nvrdc.org/dctrov



https://www.ciclt.net/sn/events2/registration/signin.aspx?ClientCode=pacga&E_ID=502407&RegType=
https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f72
https://www.ohiorvt.org/discovery2021.htm
https://socialwork.nyu.edu/a-silver-education/continuing-education/conferences-and-events/bark-diversion-program.html
https://www.animallawconference.org/
https://www.sdhumane.org/services/humane-law-enforcement/humane-academy.html
http://www.naicja.org/naicja-2021-virtual-conference/
mailto:cpalm@comcast.net
mailto:kspanjol@iona.edu
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/violence-link-conference/
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/violence-link-conference/
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/prosecution-conference/
https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/sbcv/overview
https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/sbcv/overview







