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Maine has become the fifth state to grant courts the power to award custody of 
companion animals in divorce proceedingsΩ property settlement disputes to the 
party determined to be in the animalsΩ best interests. This process, which 
mirrors provisions long in place for child custody, was first introduced in Alaska 
in 2016 and can be a key factor particularly when domestic violence is an issue 
in the divorce. Similar laws were enacted in Illinois (2017), California (2018), and New Hampshire (2019). 
 
Maine LD 535 was scheduled to be carried over to a future legislative session. Due to a need to get a 
budget passed quickly, the Maine Legislature took the unusual step of passing the budget and 
adjourning the session with a number of bills carried over.   However, the Legislature then went back 
into a special session shortly thereafter and continued working on a number of bills. LD 535 was passed 
and went into law without the Governor's signature in June. It will go into effect in October.   
 
The new law revises Sec. 1. 19-A MRSA §953, sub. 10, to say that courts shall award ownership of 
companion animals to only one party after considering all relevant factors, including but not limited to: 
 

A. The well-being and basic daily needs of the companion animal; 
B. The amount of time each party has spent with the companion animal during the 
marriage tending to the companion animalΩs nutritional, grooming, physical and 
medical needs; 
C. The ability of a party to continue to own, support and provide adequate care for the 
companion animal; 
D. The emotional attachment of a party to the companion animal; 
E. The emotional attachment of any child in the household to the companion animal 
and the benefit to the child of the companion animalΩs remaining in the primary 
residence of the child; 
F. Any domestic violence between the parties or in the household of the parties; and 
G. Any history of animal abuse or other unsafe conditions for the companion animal. 

https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
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Quigley House, the dual-certified domestic violence and 
sexual assault center serving Clay County Fla., will hold a 
pet-themed fundraiser on Oct. 23 to raise funds to replace 
and refurbish existing dog and cat holding facilities. 
Development Director Christy McMillan tells The LINK-
Letter that plans for the event include a Pet Parade, 
costume contest, talent show, K-9 demonstrations, and 
interaction with veterinarians, groomers and doggie 
daycare centers. The event will also help educate the 
community on The Link between domestic violence and  

Pet kennels at Quigley House in Florida                           animal abuse 
 
 

Meanwhile, another pet-friendly shelter in Florida has come up with 
a creative fundraiser by offering the public the chance to have their 
pets included in the 2022 Paws for Peace calendar. Harbor House of 
Central Florida, based in Orlando, has a pet photo contest. 
Contestants can pay $15 for a chance to enter their petΩs photo and 
$1 per vote from family and friends; the top 12 pets to receive the 
most votes will be featured on each month of the calendar.  
 
Contestants can also guarantee a spot on the calendar for a $50 donation to reserve a specific day, such 
as the petΩs adoption anniversary, birthday or memorial. Specific dates are first come/first served. No 
humans are allowed in the photos which must be submitted by Sept. 30. Calendars can be purchased in 
December 2021. All proceeds benefit the Paws for Peace kennel that has housed more than 350 pets at 
the domestic violence shelter since it opened in 2012 (See the August 2012 LINK-Letter).  
 
 
 

My Dog Is My Home, a national nonprofit dedicated to expanding access to 
shelter for individuals, including survivors of domestic violence, experiencing 
homelessness and their companion animals, is accepting applications for a paid 
fellowship for the fall cycle of the Co-Sheltering Collaborative. The person 
selected will assist My Dog Is My Home with administrative tasks related to the 
collaborative and the annual co-sheltering conference. 
 
The position offers a monthly stipend of $1,400 for one semester, with potential for a fellowship 
extension for a full academic year depending on funding availability. The fellow can work remotely for 
approximately 14 hours per week. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until the position is 
filled. Details about the position and the application process are on the organizationΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ. 
 
 

https://www.quigleyhouse.org/
https://www.gogophotocontest.com/pawsforpeace
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/LinkLetter-2012-August.pdf
https://www.mydogismyhome.org/cosheltering-collaborative-fellowship-paid
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The Canadian government is funding a national initiative to address the gap in 
domestic violence shelters that are able to accommodate the pets of survivors. 
Humane Canada (formerly the Canadian Federation of Humane Societies), the 
organizer of the Canadian Violence Link Coalition, has announced they are the 
recipient of a multi-year grant from the Canadian governmentΩǎ Department for 
Women ŀƴŘ DŜƴŘŜǊ 9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ ό²!D9ύ CŜƳƛƴƛǎǘ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ CǳƴŘ. 

 
The grant recognizes the Violence Link, the evidence-based connections between violence against 
animals and violence against people. Research shows that animal abuse often occurs before or alongside 
family violence. With 62% of Canadians owning at least one pet, a significant number of women fleeing 
gender-based violence confront a system which does not make adequate provision for their pets. In 
statistics similar to U.S. findings, a Canadian study found that 56% of domestic abuse victims delayed 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀōǳǎƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǘǎΩ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ (See the October 2018 LINK-Letter).  
 
άNo survivor should be forced to choose between their own safety and that of their pet,έ ǎŀƛŘ IŀƴƴŀƘ 
Brown of IǳƳŀƴŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Violence Link coalition. Building on the work of the Coalition, the WAGE 
ƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ IǳƳŀƴŜ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƧect aimed at addressing this gap in the system in order 
to stop the cycle of violence, thereby protecting both women and their pets. 
 

Paul Needham, who serves on the National Link CoalitionΩǎ ǎǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ 
committee, was honored recently with the Institute on Violence, Abuse 
and TraumaΩǎ Rosalie S. Wolf Memorial Elder Abuse Prevention Award. 
Needham, of Shawnee, Okla., retired a few years ago from the Oklahoma 
Department of Human ServicesΩ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ Division Training 
Unit. He had been Lead Trainer and Training Developer for Adult Protective 
Services Academies since 2003. He chairs the National Adult Protective 
ServicesΩ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ and continues to travel nationally to train 
APS workers. 
 
Paul has chaired the elder abuse track for the Oklahoma Conference on           Paul Needham                              

Aging and has served on the Board of Directors of the National Staff Development and Training 
Association and as a trainer for the National Clearinghouse on Abuse in Later Life. 
 
IVAT wrote, ά¢his award is presented to the individual that best illustrates dedication and commitment 
to the ideals of Rosalie Wolf in the prevention and reduction of incidents of elder abuse through 
research, education, policy, and practice. Mr. Needham has spent over 35 years in the realm of Adult 
Protective Services and elder abuse in such positions as a front-line worker, supervisor, investigator, and 
trainer. His numerous years of work and experience exemplify his dedication and true passion in 
servicing those elders who have experienced trauma and abuse.  His actions carry on the legacy of this 
award as well ŀǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ on issues of elder abuse!έ 
 
Congratulations, Paul! 

https://humanecanada.ca/violence-link/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/LinkLetter-2018-October.pdf
https://www.ivatcenters.org/san-diego-summit
https://www.ivatcenters.org/san-diego-summit
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What may be the first reference 
to pet abuse being a warning 
sign in connection with the risk 
of childrenΩs committing suicide 
has appeared in Louisville, Ky. 
Joye Keeley, who coordinates 
the Kentucky Link Coalition and 
is a Captain for the Jefferson 
County Public Schools system, 
tells The LINK-Letter that 
everyone in the JCPS system is 
required to take an online 
suicide prevention training. 
 
The program, conducted by Vector Solutions (formerly SafeSchools), is available nationally. One part of 
the training mentions The Link to animal abuse in the segment on child abuse as a contributing factor for 
suicide. The unit describes emotional abuse as the chronic act or omission of an act that interferes with 
a childΩs psychological and social growth and development. 
 
άYou should pay attention to information you hear about a studentΩs pets. If animal abuse is occurring in 
a family, child abuse may also be occurring,έ advises the training module. άA child may be especially 
attached to a family pet, feeling this is his or her only friend. If so, the child is vulnerable if anything 
should happen to the pet or if the child witnesses the pet being abused.έ 
 
 

An extensive research project by a Lewis & Clark Law School student 
examines the complexities, challenges, risks, and benefits of cross-reporting 
laws between child protection and animal protection employees. Tarun 
Bishop writes that while these laws empower professionals to take action to 
curb patterns of violence and intervene earlier, and a Connecticut study 
reported that almost half of animal cruelty reports were connected to child 
endangerment, there is still more work to do as many states have not 
enacted cross-reporting laws and agencies may find it difficult to overcome 
the challenges.                    Tarun Bishop 
 
Bishop cites research about the adverse impacts of violence upon children and how their warm bonds 
with pets can be exploited by abusers who threaten to harm the animals if the children do not obey. 
Increased discussion within the legal system about The Link between child and animal abuse has made 
advancements in addressing these issues, notably by enacting mandatory reporting laws. However, only 
a minimal number of states mandate or permit child protection employees to report suspected animal 
abuse, and animal protection employees to report child abuse. 
 

https://jefferson-ky.safeschools.com/login
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Bishop argues that ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ άŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎέ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀōǳǎŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ and human 
abuse agencies may function as άŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎέ to animal abuse cases. άAll of this has given rise to the 
importance of cross-reporting,έ ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦ 
 
He describes the benefits of mandatory cross-reporting for earlier intervention and prevention of 
injuries to humans and animals. άChild and animal abuse are underreported, which makes it ever more 
important to identify these kinds of abuse when possible. Further, if child and animal protection 
agencies are overburdened, it can be useful if they can work together, as this fosters collaboration in 
uprooting patterns of violence and abuse. Cross-reporting, whether mandated by law or not, works as 
an additional layer of safety for vulnerable members of households.έ 

 
On the other hand, cross-reporting is not without 
risks. False reporting is possible, particularly for 
people of color. άWhile these concerns are 
noteworthy and valid, the benefits of mandatory 
cross-reporting laws probably outweigh the costs 

because early intervention allows appropriate officials to assess each situation for potential abuse, and 
provides an opportunity to uproot patterns of abuse early on. The negative effects can be minimized if, 
at each stage of the investigation, the officials use discretion based on training and collaboration (e.g., to 
only send a case to trial if there is probable cause after consultation with animal and/or child experts).έ 
 
There do not appear to be any appellate cases that challenge cross-reporting of animal abuse, although 
court challenges to mandatory reporting of child abuse involve privacy rights, discriminatory reporting 
practices, and violation of Constitutional rights against self-incrimination and illegal search-and-seizure. 
 
He cites distinctions among various statesΩ one-way and two-way reporting laws covering which 
employees are mandated or permitted to cross-report and the few training programs that can help 
them identify likely patterns of abuse and distinguish between abused, neglected, injured, and 
chronically ill animals or children. 
 
άThere may be a misunderstanding of the importance of cross-reporting by child protection workers. 
Workers may see the need to report suspected animal abuse as an additional burden or obstacle to 
resolving family violence when their primary concern is for the child. Concern over accusing a parent of 
an additional crime when the goal is to keep the family intact safely may arise. However, this can be 
mitigated by proper training in the dynamics of family violence that includes expression of violence on 
pets,έ ƘŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜǎΦ 
 
Cross-reporting laws άmay be difficult to enforce, because mandated cross-reporters may lack the 
experience and training needed to recognize the signs of animal abuse. Many people are unfamiliar with 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ 
living ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŀƭǳōǊƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ health or meet their needs. 
 
άWhile it is clearly a minority of states with cross-reporting laws, the research shows the benefits,έ ƘŜ 
concludes. άHowever, this must be combined with proper training and legislative definitions that are 
clear and cover all forms of abuse. As research becomes more clear, and the public is more informed, it 
is likely that more states will enact mandatory cross-reporting laws.έ 

-- Bishop, T. (2021). Detail discussion of cross-reporting laws for child abuse and animal abuse. Michigan State 
University College of Law. https://www.animallaw.info/article/detailed -discussion-cross-reporting-laws. 

άIf child and animal protection agencies are 
overburdened, it can be useful if they can work 
together, as this fosters collaboration in 
uprooting patterns of violence and abuse.έ 

https://www.animallaw.info/article/detailed-discussion-cross-reporting-laws
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What is believed to be the first global survey to examine 
which animal welfare issues are considered to be the most 
important by companion animal veterinarians worldwide is 
reporting that 60% of responding veterinarians consider 
animal abuse to be either άvery importantέ or άimportant.έ 
When broken down by geographical region, these 
percentages varied: animal abuse was considered to be very 

Nienke Endenburg & Gregg Takashima                        important or important by 71.8% of veterinarians in Asia, 
61.8% in North America, 56.4% in Europe, 55.1% in Africa, 50% in South America, and 46% in Oceania. 
 
The survey of 1,015 respondents found that overall, the top three animal welfare concerns reported 
worldwide were pet obesity, age-related issues and lack of knowledge, although there were differences 
across regions possibly due to cultural and socioeconomic factors. Other animal welfare issues among 
the 20 items in the survey included: incorrect or inappropriate nutrition; genetic or breed-related issues; 
lack of routine prophylaxis; delay or refusal to euthanize; uncontrolled or overbreeding; lack of 
socialization; and separation-related behaviors. 
 
The study also examined age and gender differences in participantsΩ responses, with female 
veterinarians reporting more welfare issues than their male counterparts and older veterinarians 
reporting fewer welfare concerns than younger veterinarians. 

-- Endenburg, N., Takashima, G., van Lith, H.A., Bacon, H., & Hazel, S.J., et al. (2021). Animal welfare worldwide: 
The opinion of practicing veterinarians. Journal of Applied Welfare Science, 24(3), 215-237. 

 

The Phoenix Zones initiative, an Albuquerque-based program 
initiated by physicians and others to advance the interconnected 
rights, health and well-being of people, animals and the 
environment through a Just One Health approach with a focus on 
child and animal protection, is launching a free eight-week online Project ECHO interactive seminar. For 
the first cohort, scheduled for Sept. 30 ς Nov. 18, professionals working in human and veterinary 
medicine, the social and biological sciences, public health, law, policy and ethics, community-based 
organizations, and social and environmental advocacy are invited to participate.  
 
The seminar will consist of eight weekly Zoom meetings and provide interprofessional dialogue, cross-
sectoral resources, technical expertise, and mentorship to advance holistic, inclusive, and evidence-
based social and environmental justice interventions that serve the public health needs of vulnerable 
and marginalized communities. The Just One Health approach expands the One Health framework, 
which recognizes the interconnected health of people, animals, plants, and the environment as well as 
the need for interprofessional collaboration and advocacy, by centering rights and justice as primary 
prevention strategies within local and global programs, policies, and research priorities. Phoenix Zones 
are places that recognize and advance the rights of people and animals, and foster the Phoenix Effect ς 
conditions that allow individuals to ascend from the proverbial ashes. 
 

https://www.phoenixzonesinitiative.org/
https://www.phoenixzonesinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/invitation-just-one-health-project-echo-phoenix-zones-initiative-8321-PDF1.pdf
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The New York UniversityΩǎ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ²ƻǊƪ and the Animals & Society Institute will present a 
two-part live online program on άBARK: Behavior, Accountability, Responsibility, and Knowledge: A 
Diversion Intervention for Adults Who Abuse Animals.έ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ²ŜŘΦΣ hŎǘΦ моΣ ŀƴŘ 
Thurs., Oct. 21, from 6:00 ς 7:30 pm EDT. 
 

The BARK diversion program is a group intervention based on 
the identification, assessment, and treatment of adults who 
abuse animals using the AniCare Approach. The course will 
provide guidance on how to identify, assess, and treat adults 
who have abused animals. Topics covered include: how to 
frame the therapy; establish a working relationship; deal with 
resistance; establish accountability; and clarify values related 

Ken Shapiro & Kimberly Spanjol                                 to animals. It also teaches self-management skills including 
empathy, accommodation, reciprocity, nurturance, anger management, and stress-management.  
 
Presenters will be Kenneth Shapiro, a retired clinical psychologist and founder of the Animals & Society 
Institute, and Kimberly Spanjol, a criminologist and assistant professor of criminal justice and sociology 
at Iona College. The course is NYSED and ASWB/ACE approved for 3 CE contact hours. 

Slippery Rock University in Pennsylvania has announced that its animal-
assisted social work program is expanding and the university is actively 
recruiting new faculty members for the Fall and Spring. Yvonne Eaton-
Stull, associate professor and MSW Program Director, tells The LINK-
Letter that the program άis growing by leaps and bounds.έ 

 
Applications are invited for a nine-month appointment as a full-time social work faculty member on a 
tenure track for the Spring 2022 semester. The position will require teaching four classes in both the 
BSSW and MSW programs with three preparations and some office work. Application details are 
available from the Office of Human Resources. 
 
 
 

Two full-time veterinary social work positions have opened up. An embedded VSW position is available 
at the Tuskegee College of Veterinary Medicine. Applications are being accepted until Oct. 10. The 
University of Tennessee is seeking an AlignCare VSW position in the Program for Pet Health Equity.  
 
 
 

https://socialwork.nyu.edu/a-silver-education/continuing-education/conferences-and-events/bark-diversion-program.html
https://careers.sru.edu/postings/7424
https://www.tuskegee.edu/discover-tu/human-resources/staff-positions/veterinary-social-worker-job-s64
https://ut.taleo.net/careersection/ut_system/jobdetail.ftl?job=21000001GP&tz=GMT-04%3A00&tzname=America%2FNew_York
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Widespread national discussions about police reform and 
racial justice are now seen as also including a Link component, 
with recent evidence that the locations of police shootings of 
dogs correlate closely geographically with low-income 
communities of color where police shootings of people are also concentrated. 
 
On July 19, the U.S. House of RepresentativesΩ Committee on Appropriations submitted a report in 
conjunction with H.R. 4505, the Appropriations Bill for Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies 
for fiscal 2022. H.R. 4505 aims to help reform law enforcement practices across the country and ensure 
the civil rights of all Americans. The report describing the $81.3 billion measure included language 
proposed by the ASPCA regarding police encounters with dogs, situations in which officers often shoot 
first and ask questions later. 
 
The measure recommends appropriating $95 million for the Office of Justice ProgramsΩ research, 
evaluation and statistics divisions, to fund research into such issues as crime and offender data 
collection, solitary confinement practices, access to mental health services for law enforcement officers, 
community-based public safety strategies, and monitoring sexual abuse in organizations that serve 
youths. Included in this section is the following language from the ASPCA: 
 

Police Use of Force Against Pets.τ It has been estimated that thousands of dogs are killed 
annually by law enforcement officers. Many states and municipalities do not require that police 
shootings directed at pets be reported. However, data from some localities suggests that 
anywhere from 25ς75 percent of all law enforcement firearms discharges are directed at dogs, 
and that these incidents are geographically clustered in low-income communities of color where 
police shootings involving people are also concentrated. Police shootings directed at pets 
escalate encounters with policed communities and erode trust in law enforcement.  
 
The Committee is concerned about the lack of data and reporting requirements for such 
encounters, and urges the Department [of Justice] to include these incidents involving pets in 
any nationwide fŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ of force against people, 
or to provide Congress with a report within 180 days on how the Department can collect and 
maintain comprehensive data on lŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǳǎŜ of force against people and pets, as 
well any policy recommendations needed to implement that data collection. 

 
άConsidering this language was a new request this year, their attention to the issue is pretty awesome,έ 
said Katie Kraska, ASPCA federal legislative director for government relations. The measure, if approved 
by the House, would then go to the Senate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/117/crpt/hrpt97/CRPT-117hrpt97.pdf
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A new online, four-unit graduate-level certificate program in Animal 
Cruelty Investigations offered by the University of New Haven in 
Connecticut begins with a unit on The Link between animal cruelty and 
interpersonal violence. Virginia Maxwell, Associate Professor in the Henry 
C. Lee College of Criminal Justice and Forensic Science and course 
coordinator, says the program will illustrate why it is so critical to 
intervene in cases of animal cruelty. 
 
ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ ŀōǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƻǊΣέ ǎŀid Maxwell, who is also a passionate 
aŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ ά/ƘƛƭŘ ŀōǳǎŜΣ ŜƭŘŜǊ ŀōǳǎŜΣ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ          Virginia Maxwell                          
abuse, and animal abuse all go hand in hand. If you have domestic violence in a household, most of the 
time you have animal cruelty going on as well. If we can intercept a teenager who is abusing animals, 
maybe we can stop theƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀōǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 
 
Maxwell, who wrote a journal article last year on documenting and processing animal cruelty scenes 
(See the February 2021 LINK-Letter), developed the one-year program that begins this fall. Because it is 
fully online, it is open to students around the world. Students will be also able to begin the program in 
January. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ǊΦ aŀȄǿŜƭl, who is also co-writing a 
textbook on crime scene investƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎǊǳŜƭǘȅΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ.έ 
 
Designed for students in a wide variety of fields, the certif icate is intended for those who might be first 
responders to an animal cruelty case, such as police and animal control officers. It also is geared toward 
lawyers as well as veterinarians or veterinary students who, Maxwell saidΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀlways get to take a 
course on veterinary forensics. 
 
The program includes four courses, and Maxwell hopes to later add electives to the curriculum. The first 
class, taught by criminal justice professor Leila Dutton explores The Link. The initial course is followed by 
ά!ƴƛmal Cruelty InvestigŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ōy Lisa Dadio, a retired police lieutenant from the New Haven 
Police Department. It explores search warrants, documenting crime scenes and writing reports. 
 
Maxwell teaches the third course, which covers forensic investigation of animal cruelty, including the 
evidence generated by certain types of cases. The final course is an independent study, enabling the 
students to explore what is most meaningful for them and to work closely with the instructors. 
 
άLΩƳ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛve, maybe jumpstart a career change or 
ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻōΣέ ǎŀƛd aŀȄǿŜƭƭΦ άL Ƙƻpe they realize how important this 
is, and not just because they are aƴƛƳŀƭ ƭƻǾŜǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
of this incredible Link between animal cruelty and other criminal behaviƻǊΦέ 
   
 
 

 

 

https://www.newhaven.edu/lee-college/graduate-programs/certificates/animal-cruelty-investigation/index.php
https://www.newhaven.edu/lee-college/graduate-programs/certificates/animal-cruelty-investigation/index.php
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/LINK-Letter-2021-February.pdf
https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/nhpd/
https://www.newhavenct.gov/gov/depts/nhpd/
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While most Link activity has focused on the connections between interpersonal violence and the abuse 
of companion animals, there is growing interest as to how The Link plays out in regards to wild animals, 
particularly in the criminal activities involved with the illegal wildlife trade. The issue was most recently 
popularized by the conviction of ά¢ƛƎŜǊ YƛƴƎέ άWƻŜ 9ȄƻǘƛŎέ aŀƭŘƻƴŀŘƻ-Passage, who was sentenced to 22 
years in prison for conspiring in a murder-for-hire scheme to silence a critic and for multiple violations of 
the Endangered Species Act and the Lacey Act involving wildlife importation (See the February 2020 
LINK-Letter). 
 

The New York City Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild hosted a 
webinar on July 23 on the subject of the ownership of exotic big cats in 
the U.S. The 100-minute video features an extensive interview with Tim 
Harrison, a former police officer and director of Outreach for Animals, an 
organization of law enforcement, paramedic, firefighting, medical, and 
veterinary officials who educate the public on proper behavior around 
wildlife. 
 

Harrison called many exotic animal dealers and exhibitionists, including many who run tourist attraction 
wild animal theme parks and petting zoos where children get to play with tiger cubs, άcon-servationistsέ 
because the animal parks are a front for other crimes. Convicts, drug dealers and child molesters are 
converging in this industry, he said. άItΩs more nefarious than you think it is.έ 
 
Harrison cited several cases of wild animal park personnel and exotic animal dealers in which homicides, 
narcotics trafficking and other criminal offenses occur. He cited an assistant director of the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife ServiceΩs Office of Law Enforcement who testified at a hearing that wildlife crime is often 
associated with other crimes including fraud, narcotics, money laundering, and smuggling. Child 
trafficking and child molesting are also found in the trade, Harrison added. 
 
Following HarrisonΩs presentation, a panel of journalists, psychologists and lawyers discussed the 
potential overlap between the άdark personality spaceέ of psychopathy and exotic animal ownership. 
 
άThe animals are in danger all the time, but start thinking about it,έ he said, advising parents not to put 
the children in the hands of potential child molesters. άWhy would you let your family and friends go 
anywhere near where people like that work?έ 
 
 
 

The news contained in The LINK-Letter are intended to disseminate as widely and as freely as possible 
information about the connections between animal abuse and interpersonal violence. Permission is hereby 
granted to re-post these articles in other newsletters, websites, magazines, and electronic publications provided 
that appropriate credit is given to the National Link Coalition and with links to www.nationallinkcoalition.org. 
 

Just click on the blue underlined hyperlinks in these articles and it will  take you to other websites with 
additional information about that topic. 

https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/LinkLetter-2020-February.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3J0CTVnIcGs&t=3033s
https://outreachforanimals.org/
http://www.nationallinkcoalition.org/
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The FBIΩǎ Law Enforcement Bulletin on Aug. 10 published an article on ά¢ƘŜ 
Link Between Animal Cruelty and Human Violence,έ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ animals, like 
children, are among the most vulnerable victims in society and consequently 
at high risk for cruelty. άHistorically, animal cruelty has been considered an 
isolated issue, but recent research shows a well-documented Link that it is a 
predictive or co-occurring crime with violence against humans (including 
intimate partners, children, and elders) and is associated with other types of 
violent offenses,έ ǿǊƛǘŜ Charlie Robinson and Victoria Clausen of the FBIΩǎ 
Behavioral Analysis Unit.  
 
άIncreased awareness of this linkage and a collaborative approach to these investigations strengthens 
the identification and reduction of such crimes,έ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊƎǳŜ, tracing how the separation of child and 
animal protection services hindered acknowledgement of The Link. This is changing, however, as an 
increasing number of fields are recognizing the correlation and seriousness of these crimes. 
 
The Link field has further evolved to recognize how animals are abused to manipulate, control and 
punish human victims in domestic violence and create an atmosphere of fear and control. They cite 
extensive Link research that also describes animal cruelty as a predictor of current and future violence, 
including crimes of assault, rape, murder, arson, domestic violence, and sexual abuse of children. άBeing 
cognizant of this link allows for law enforcement to recognize that animal cruelty indicates other 
possible offenses are occurring in the household,έ ǘƘey write. 
 
The article reviews federal legislation, other crimes often associated with dog- and cock-fighting, and the 
inclusion of four types of animal cruelty in the FBIΩǎ bŀtional Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). It 
describes two ASPCA studies that identified significant gaps in law enforcement officersΩ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
familiarity with animal cruelty and animal fighting issues. 
 
άA multidisciplinary, cross-reporting approach to animal cruelty as well as to other crimes involved with 
animal cruelty creates an opportunity to save lives,έ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏƻnclude. άHaving background knowledge of 
The Link between animal cruelty and violence can make a considerable difference in an investigation, 
and several key agencies can work together in a multidisciplinary team to achieve this goal. Child 
protective services, animal protection groups, veterinarians, domestic violence shelters, medical 
providers, and law enforcement share a unique opportunity to create an integrative approach to 
investigations and The Link. Establishing relationships will help with educating each other, being 
proactive, and identifying resources.έ 

 
 
 
 

https://leb.fbi.gov/articles/featured-articles/the-link-between-animal-cruelty-and-human-violence
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The National Link Coalition has authored a training module 
on the Link between animal abuse and human violence that 
is being incorporated into the Level I training program for 
animal control officers conducted by the National Animal 
Care & Control Association (NACA). 

 
άtǊƻǘecting Public Safety by Preventing and Responding to 
Animal Abuseέ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜd by National Link Coalition 
Coordinator Phil Arkow in conjunction with the Justice 

Clearinghouse. The eight-lesson program includes a series of recorded PowerPoints addressing: 

¶ Introduction 

¶ Getting started 

¶ Why is The Link important? 

¶ Why should animal abuse be taken seriously? 

¶ Child maltreatment and animal abuse 

¶ The Link between domestic violence and animal abuse 

¶ Elder abuse and animal abuse 

¶ Legislative responses and your next steps 
 
The 80-minute module aims to help animal control officers understand how their work with animals 
impacts human health and safety, and to encourage them to establish collaborative community systems 
that interface with their colleagues in human services. Such coordinated efforts can result in more 
comprehensive public safety programming than traditional siloed approaches. 
 
The program encourages ACOs to sign up for The LINK-Letter and to use our National Directory of Abuse 
Investigation Agencies to help them identify the resources for reporting suspected child maltreatment, 
elder abuse and domestic violence in their specific community. 
 
Each lesson contains a series of test questions. The lessons on child, elder and domestic abuse each 
include a άcheat sheetέ list of typical signs that the ACO should look for which might suggest suspected 
family violence. The lessons include maps depicting mandatory reporting states, and a variety of  
interactive activities. 
 
Arkow, whose first 20 years in the Link field involved working for a humane society that had major city 
and county animal control contracts, was a co-founder of NACA. 

 

https://nacatraining.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse


 
13 

 

MilwaukeeΩs renowned Spotabuse.org campaign ς a collaboration between six community agencies to fight 
domestic violence by having the public report animal abuse to 911 (See the June 2014 LINK-Letter) ς has been 
promoted in Virginia. The Hon. Lee Chitwood, a family courts judge in Pulaski, Va., obtained three of the 
Spotabuse posters and had them installed in a court waiting room. The posters describe how dogs and cats can 
not only help find bombs and drugs, but can also reduce blood pressure, stress and domestic abuse and aid the 
blind, elderly and abused. The Milwaukee campaign Links the district attorney, police, animal control, humane 
society, domestic violence shelter, and a PR agency with dramatic, graphic images of abused vulnerable victims. 

 
 
 

The Link between animal abuse and human violence was 
featured in an Aug. 20 opinion column in the Toronto Star, 
CanadaΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ-circulation newspaper, in an appeal to update 
that countryΩǎ antiquated animal cruelty laws and poor 
international rankings for animal welfare. Kendra Coulter, of 
Brock University, and Peter Sankoff, a law professor at the 
University of Alberta, wrote that the silence emanating from the 
Canadian government on animal welfare issues is conspicuous 
and alarming. ά9Ǌƻǎƛƻƴ ƳƻǾŜǎ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ than the federal                        

Peter Sankoff & Kendra Coulter                           government when it comes to animal protection,έ ǘƘŜȅ ǿǊote. 
 
Noting that two-thirds of Canadian households have pets and that polls regularly show that a fierce 
opposition to animal cruelty is one of the few values that unite all Canadians, they noted that the 
COVID-19 pandemic in particular has revealed the interconnectedness of human, animal and 
environmental health. 
 
άPlus, animal abuse regularly occurs before or alongside violence against women, children and seniors. 
Protecting animals is not ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǎƻŎƛal and environmental issues τ 
animal protection is inextricably connected to the health, safety and well-being of everyone in Canada,έ 
Coulter and Sankoff wrote. 

https://www.facebook.com/spotabuse/?ref=page_internal
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/LinkLetter-2014-June.pdf
https://www.thestar.com/opinion/contributors/2021/08/20/the-sorry-state-of-animal-protection-in-canada.html
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What may be the first academic journal article in Norway to 
address animal sexual abuse cites several Link authorities in 
an extensive synopsis of some of the available literature 
from the perspectives of law, veterinary science and 
psychology. The article notes that while sexual contact 
between humans and animals has been documented for 
centuries, its prevalence today remains unknown. It notes 
that research on individuals who have sexual contact with 
animals has largely been conducted on individuals who are 
incarcerated or who are recruited from the internet and who   Anja Vaskinn (left) & Karianne Muri                   
consider themselves zoophiles.  
 
Anja Vaskinn, of the Norwegian Center for Research on Mental Illness at the University of Oslo, and 
Karianne Muri of the Department of Production Animal Medicine, Norwegian University of Life Sciences 
Veterinary College, discuss whether human beings who conduct sexual acts with animals are at 
increased risk of interpersonal violence. They also discuss the claims that zoophilia may be a sexual 
orientation and that sexual contact should be tolerated as long as the animal does not suffer, and the 
opposing view that sexual contact with animals is always wrong because it involves coercion, violates 
the rights of others, and because the animal cannot provide genuine consent or report abuse. This lack 
of consent is paramount to current psychiatric classifications of zoophilia, and reporting of animal abuse 
ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΩ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ Ŏonfidentiality, they emphasize. 
 
The article concludes that there are many European countries that ban either all or selected sexual acts 
with animals and that the dynamics of power and control are present in sexual intercourse with animals 
in the same way as in partner violence, child abuse and sexual violence. Against this backdrop, sexual 
acts against an animal cannot be defended, they conclude. 

-- Vaskinn, A., & Muri, K. (2021). Mennesker som utøver seksuelle handlinger med dyr 
 (People who engage in sex with animals). Tidsskrift for Norsk psykologforening 

 (Journal of the Norwegian Psychological Association), 58(5), 368-377. DOI:  10.52734/5BE9k482   

 
 

Meanwhile, a Swedish author has written an extensive look at how bestiality has 
been portrayed in Swedish literature. Ann-Sofie Lönngren, a literature professor 
at Södertörn University in Stockholm, describes the contemporary revulsion to 
people having sex with animals as emerging from long-standing Christian social 
condemnations and severe punishments for sodomy. This tradition was 
particularly strong in Sweden where bestiality was made a capital crime in the 
13th-14th Centuries, with death penalties for both humans and animals. These  

Ann-Sofie Lönngren              offenses, as well as sodomy, were seen as less objective as Sweden became more 
progressive in its attitude toward same-sex relationships, with bestiality seen as a form of animal cruelty 
rather than a deviant sexual behavior. The rise of animal pornography has resulted in a dichotomy: the 
re-criminalization and a continuation of the social taboo, while queer theory has begun to address sex 
with animals within a wider spectrum of sexual norms. 

-- Lönngren, A.-{Φ όнлнлΣ CŀƭƭύΦ ά¢ƘŀǘΩs when he comes rushƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜέΥ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀry depictions of 
human-animal sexual contact at the turn of the twenty-first century. Humanimalia 12(1), 167-187. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.52734/5BE9k482
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Many state legislatures sessions have ended or are on summer break, but weΩǊŜ still anticipating another 
record year for bills addressing animal abuse and its Links to other forms of family and community 
violence. Here are the 121 bills that we know to have been introduced so far. Please let us know of any 
others that we may have missed. 
 
 

Canada Bill C-3 requires Canadian judges to receive training on the Violence Link 
between animal abuse and sexual and domestic violence as part of their continuing 

legal education. The bill passed ParliamentΩs Senate Committee on Legal and Constitutional 
Affairs and was enacted by Royal Assent on May 6 as 2021 Annual Statute c.8.   

 
Arizona HB2451 would allow petitioners to request a άsevere threat order of protectionέ to 
prohibit respondents who have made a credible threat of death or serious physical injury to self, 
others, or cruel mistreatment of an animal, or from possessing a firearm. The bill was being 

held in the House Judiciary and Rules Committees. 
 
Arkansas HB 1724 cites the lockdown pressures of the COVID-19 pandemic as άa 
worst-case scenario for victims experiencing domestic violenceέ and the rationale 

to expand existing provisions that allow courts to include pets in domestic violence orders 
of protection. The measure also allows courts to issue protection orders based on a 
respondentΩs άcourse of controlέ or άdisturbing the peace.έ The premise for the measure 
states that the COVID-19 shelter-in-place and other restrictions are being used άŀǎ ŀ ǎŎŀǊŜ 
tactic to keep victims isolated from their children or support systems. It became law on April 30 as Act 
1068.  

 
California AB 258 would require emergency shelter and transitional housing programs for the 
homeless to allow residents to keep pets. The Assembly Judiciary Committee approved it and 
sent it to the Appropriations Committee. SB 344 would require the Department of Housing and 

Community Development to develop and administer a program to award grants to shelters for the 
homeless to provide shelter, food and basic veterinary services for residentsΩ pets. It passed the Senate 
and the Assembly Committee on Housing & Community Development and was sent to the Assembly 
Appropriations Committee.  (It is not clear whether these bills would cover homeless persons who are 
fleeing domestic violence.) 
 

California SB 320 would amend the law which requires violators of domestic violence protection 
orders (which may include pet protection provisions) to surrender ammunition as well as any 
firearms. It passed the Senate and the Assembly Public Safety and Judiciary Committees and was 
referred to the Appropriations Committee. 

 
 
Connecticut SB 6 would have added άa pattern of coercive controlling behaviorέ that includes 
cruelty or the threat of cruelty to animals to the provisions by which a family member may apply 

to the Superior Court for restraining order relief. The bill died in the Joint Committee on the Judiciary. 
 

mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
























https://www.nbcboston.com/news/local/verdict-watch-continues-in-latanowich-trial/2471828/
https://www.gannonfund.org/
https://www.crossville-chronicle.com/news/local_news/two-years-probation-for-animal-cruelty-case/article_c08ac668-f624-11eb-9c5b-9bd69b58e382.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao-edtn/pr/crossville-man-sentenced-over-17-years-methamphetamine-trafficking-charges
https://www.wtvr.com/news/local-news/matthew-sebolka-charged-in-death-of-10-day-old-child


https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/the-short-sad-life-of-a-puppy-named-bane-ottawa-police-failed-to-stop-animal-abuser-until-it-was-too-late
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/vet-who-treated-failed-ottawa-puppy-under-investigation
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/crime/sask-man-faces-animal-cruelty-charges-against-ex-girlfriends-dogs?mc_cid=6a2c17bb9a&mc_eid=dd18e24bbb
https://www.canlii.org/en/ab/abpc/doc/2020/2020abpc92/2020abpc92.html


https://www.mytwintiers.com/news-cat/top-stories/elmira-man-charged-with-reckless-endangerment-after-standoff-on-w-first-st/
https://www.shawlocal.com/northwest-herald/news/crime-brief/2021/08/18/island-lake-man-choked-woman-killed-dog-police-say/
https://www.volusiasheriff.org/news/volusia-county-sheriff/video-woman-charged-with-animal-cruelty-after-throwing-cat-in-crate-into-river-hes-ok.stml
https://www.volusiasheriff.org/news/volusia-county-sheriff/video-woman-charged-with-animal-cruelty-after-throwing-cat-in-crate-into-river-hes-ok.stml
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net


https://www.trynova.org/nova47/
https://conference2021.onewelfareworld.org/?lang=en
https://web.cvent.com/event/72b92d09-f06a-4022-bccb-32674f8d26be/regProcessStep1
http://www.scas.org.uk/2021-scas-conference/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nS7c2o3hRZCgfZfI87-t_g
mailto:cpalm@comcast.net
https://www.aspcapro.org/training/webinar/northern-tier-shelter-initiative-zoomie-3-collaborating-indigenous-communities?utm_campaign=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_medium=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&_hsmi=158496359&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9pvcF4aV1o2Zo2VZLkBpDdBpWMunOyXYdCwT4eXS5yrDUb3BjjufNMTF9NBPvcxGC3Ybz1VYnzUQ9Ru9SgrcZRIKAuIQ&utm_content=PANTHEON_STRIPPED&utm_source=PANTHEON_STRIPPED#presenters-1
https://ncjfcj.users.membersuite.com/events/e63e4564-0078-c513-d948-92ef4951d068/details
https://www.justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/the-road-less-traveled-family-violence-in-rural-communities/
https://instituteccr.org/rural-conference/
https://instituteccr.org/rural-conference/
https://www.nvrdc.org/dctrov


https://www.ciclt.net/sn/events2/registration/signin.aspx?ClientCode=pacga&E_ID=502407&RegType=
https://www.alri.jp/?mode=f72
https://www.ohiorvt.org/discovery2021.htm
https://socialwork.nyu.edu/a-silver-education/continuing-education/conferences-and-events/bark-diversion-program.html
https://www.animallawconference.org/
https://www.sdhumane.org/services/humane-law-enforcement/humane-academy.html
http://www.naicja.org/naicja-2021-virtual-conference/
mailto:cpalm@comcast.net
mailto:kspanjol@iona.edu
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/violence-link-conference/
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/violence-link-conference/
https://humanecanada.ca/our-work/criminal-justice-system/events/prosecution-conference/
https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/sbcv/overview
https://www.canadianveterinarians.net/sbcv/overview





