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CHILD PROTECTION... AND THE LINK
Congressional Group Seeks to Include Link in NCANDS Reporting

A Cagressionasub-committee isseeking to expanthe nationaldata-collecton system for reporting
child abuwse to include a history of animal alsuas a potentibrisk factor for child maltreatment.

HR 288, the Child aad Animal Abuse Detdoin and Reporting Acintroduced by
Rep. AnnKuster (D¢ N.H.) with 20 cespon®rs,would arrend the Child Abuse
Prevention& Treatment Act (CAPTA)itecludedata on animaébuse vithin the
National hild Abuse& Neglect Data System (NCANDS)ould require NCANDS to
maintain and disseimate information relaing tochid abuse andheglectcasedn 7 .
whichanimal abuseccurred including any failure to act, vidh results inundue
pain,sufferingor death to ary animal NCANDS currentigcludes asimilarprovison  Rep. @aKuger
regardirg substance abuda 700,000 ases of child abuse eachar (See theOctober 2019 INKLetter).

Kuster and colleagues later wrote tatters of theHouse Labor, Hétlh and Humarervices and
Education Apropriations Subcommittee requesting the following language téeaito the
AppropriationcommitteeQ i@port. In the section recommending alkting $37,5000 for Child Abuse
Discretionay Activities(an increase 0$2,500,00 abwe FY 202@vels), theexplanatoryreport adds:

National Child Abuse and Neglect DatasBym (NCANDS). The Committee notes the National
Child Abuse and Neglect @e5ptem (NCANDS) was established in responsieetc@hild Abse
Prevention ad Treatment At of 1988. NCANDS is dwttary data collection system that
gathers information from a0 states, theDistrict of Columbia, and Puerto Rico about reports
of chid aluse and neglect. In light of the acknowledggadse relaionship between kild
maltreatment and animal abuse, amndth exposure to animal abuse considered an Adverse
Childhood Eent (ACE), th€ ommittee encourages HHS to explore the feasibility dfidiog a
category of animal abuse to caregiver coaeristicsand environmentifactors tha may place
the child at isk for maltreatment.

The full Appropriations Committee wagpected to aprove the languageMeanwhile, the Animal
Welfare Institute is wrking to try to get similar language addetlthe Senaterersion of the
appropriations H.R. 2808s in the Huse Education and Labor Committee.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE... AND THE LINK
Study Describes “Intimate Terrorists”
and Links Animal Abuse with Financial Abuse

A groundbreakingstudyof women in Canadian domestic violeghdtersis
describirg coercivecontrol animal abuses asdintimate terrorigs€ andis the
first such studyo Linkviolence aginst partner§petswith financial abuse

Amy Fitzgerald and her celigueswrite that reporting oné intimate Vs
partner of threatening or actal abug of companion animals increases the  /
probability of the victimexperiencing at least @aform of emotonal or 3
finandal abuse ly 38.6%. Amy Fitzgerald

The sty continues to kallenge the commonplace (and often statutory) conceptualizetibanimal
abuse as a form of property abuse, bsithe firstto include financial allse among the mny dynamics
of emotional abuse inarporated bythreat or harm to a partneg pets.

The study correlatethreats or ham to animals wih womer@ reportsof financial abuse, defined as
being prevented from knowing alob or having access tine family incone even if they askor being
forcedto give thdr partners money, possessis or propertyVictims who reported that their parers
had abused animals ireased the likelihood that they were prevented from gainingessco family
income by5.3% and weredrced to give mong, possessions qaroperty by4.9%.

The study also fand that experiencing violencagainstanimal companions increased the probabitity
a respondent reporting ieir partner had:

Limited their comact with friends and fenily by 11.9%

Put them down or clled them namedgo make them éel bad by23.1%

Become jalous and tried to prohibit thir contact with other men or women by %
Demarded where he or she was or was with at all times by %7.5

Damagd or destroyedheir property by 7.3%

E R

The study alsexpands theconceptof dintimate terrorisme, part of a costellation of isolating victims
and jealousyto includecoerciveand intimdating violence agast animals

The sudy, part of what is beliead to be he first project to examine lhe ccoccurrence danimal abuse
and intimate patner violence among a nainally representative sample of the general public in Canada,
previousy reported on the sevety of coercivecontrol animal abuse and intimatpartner violencéSee
the August 2017 INKLetter) the reasons whywomen whose pts have also been abused delay leaving
their abusergSee théctober 2018 INKLeter); andthe need for more nuanced thinking about the
animal abuse/domatc violencelLink(See thevlarch 209 LINKLetter).
-- Fitzgerald, A..JBarrett, B.J., Gray, A., & Cheung, C.H. (2020). The connection between aatunse,
emotional abuse, and financial abuse in intimate relatiships: Evidenc&om a nationally representative
sampleof the general pblic. Journd of Interpersonal Violene, 1-23./doi.org/10.1177/0886260520939197
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Shelters & Animal.

Webinar Discusses Details of Pet Co-Sheltering _

Thelatest webharin NewMexico@ Positive Linkgraining program  eatuingAlie i om
brought togetherrepresentatives from three organizations addressing | ™™ et eeneme

strategies forcaring for the animisurvivors of domestic violence. i ) [
Tammy Fiebelkorn, founder of Positilvimks, said the question of ke '/'K
providing safe housinfpr pets sathe rest of the familycan escape ; Y=
abusive homes is the question she is asked most frequently. s s elpion g

Register at www.thelinknm.com

My
Allie Phillips, founder dhe Sheltering Animals & Families Edoer O ey o RS

(SAFT)™ program, describedthe comprehensive, global initiativibat

has already allowed over 200 mhestic violewwe shelters worldwide to open their doors to animals as
well. iThe SAH concept is, at its core, all about saféty.Q golutlon toLink crimest®@ a wa out and a
wayto safety £ she said

During times of healing armécovery, we come to our petsid they come to us. Keeping kids and pets
togethermaintains arempathetic bondather thanhaving childrergetcaught in thecycles ® family
violence shesaid The SAH programalso removes a Kebarrier to leaving an abusive home: otherwise
the familyQoptionsareto either stay in the abusive home or becofmemeless.

pm———————_l Phillips walked!8 participantsthrough her SAF Sart-Up Manual (See the
9"’”_’?'"“3%"4 A BT February 2020 INKLetter)which she provides free to domestic violence
"»‘; o W@ ,ﬁ,@ijﬁi’rj shelters. The manual helps shelters gootigh the process ofssessing the
need in treir community ad getting ommunity and staff suppottb start co-
shelteringpets and peopledTheretruly is a village neetb supportthis and

~ when they do the programs thrivéshe said.

Pet casheltering is built upon the foundian that becawse shelers already
hawe to accommodate servicend emotional support animals under the
Americans with Babilities Act ad the Fair Housing Aextending this
capability to companion animashouldri2be much of a stretchAnd because
68%o0f Americans have petdpnors will bemore wiling to support a shelter that addresses the needs
of the entire communig and desrneglect 68% of iteesidents

Phillips showed photoand discussethe four types of SAF programshousing pets withifiamilie
rooms;takingover a separa room within the shelter; constructingshelter ina separate building; and
arranging for et care in transitional housing so there is never a drop in the continuum of safety.

She encourageshelters to establish far key policies:
Havingan MOU withthe area aninal shelterto deal withexcess, noisyaggressivelarge, or
exotic anmals.
Partnering with a veténarian.dFinding a vet when an animalroes in with a medical problem
is not the time to start looking,she said.
Partnering wih an agency s&ing the homeless aswaay to identify families who are
experiencing homelessnebscause they couldRfind care for their pets.
Striving for the best option, namely havifagnilies caring for their own pets. iBcraates a
serse of normalg for the famiy and avoids shter stafi@ having to clean up, feed and walk the
animals. It als reduces the risk of injury and keeps insurance puensi lower.
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The SAH Manudaddressesggressive and stressed pdbseed restritions,allergies and ode, staff

and residents whdear animals,andpotential injuries.t also covergonfidentiality so abusers cdbfind

the animals court orders and protective petrders custody and ownership issueand the need for
kennel licensse and special pernstlt includes foms addressing intake, assessment, pet supplies,
guidelines for families caring ftineir pets, noise abatement, environmental enrichment for the animals,
safely and securitypet loss and grief counselingnd proceduses saif the family abadons their pett is
turned over to the animal shelter partner for adoption

She also outlinetlindraising strategieor the initial setup, pet supplies, security, veterinary eaand
other expenses | y fth& & & huge metrpolitan area, thesgrogramsR 2 ye@3ia lot of money to
rung akKS y2idSR davalakk fydin suEhdaygankaynd asRedRover, the American Kennel
Club, Banfield, the Jackson Galaxy Project, the Veterinary Care Foundation, and the USDA.

GThe gal is b make this proess easy andmsple for the shelterg, she saiddl getrequests every day
from people needingdip with their pets and i® hearbreakingé

Laurel MeleskiProgram Coordinator and Facilities ManagerRedRver, describel their grant
opportunitiesfor domestic violence and animal shelters to carednimal survivorsSafe Escapgrants
provide support ¢ individuals needinbelp fortheir pets in order to leave an abusive home; siao@7
this program hagaid for
over 3,000 safe ights. “The people heal the pets and the pets heal the people.

It’s worth any extra work on the part of the shelter.”

Sde Housinggrants create
more permanent change
by funding caital
construction fo domestic violene and animal sélters to create dedicated space for these animals.
What started out as $1,500 gnts have now grown to2),000, and 118helters have received over
$1,000,000in grants since 2012. These graitre also available to help domestic viaershelters
establish collaborative foster care programs as a steppingstone to eventghkttering.

— Testimonial from RedRover grant recipient

Victoria Murphy describedAnimal Protection of New Mexi@CARE
(Companion Animal Rescue Effgtpgram, a partnership with the New
MexicoCoaliton Against Domestic Viakee and the stee@ Children duth &
Families Bpartmentto expand care for domestic violence giwors and their
pets and livestock. Safe Havproviders offer safe temporary housing and
other services for pets so ¢fir people can gt into a shelter, gethe resources
they need to start a new life, and eventually be happily reunited with their
animab, she said.

Animal Protection ~ CARE supports veterinary exams, routine vaccinations, pet housing and
of New Mexico transportation, referrals toother agencies, surgitarocedures, reunifidson,
and animatransfer or adoptio. Animals an be housed for one week to 90
days, but this hea been extended due to COVID.

New Mexico has five pdtiendly shelters, but @ still not @iough to meet the need, Murphy said.
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VETERINARY MEDICINE... AND THE LINK
Veterinary Reporting, Bestiality Laws Raised Kentucky’s Reputation

The kgislation which finally enabled veterinarians in Kentucky to report suspected aniose @&ee
the May 2020LINKLetter)and whch outlawed animal sexual abuggee theApril 2019 INKLetter)¢
andwhich in the process rsed KentuckyQ @nimal welfare legislatiorating from #50 to #47 on the
Animal Legal Defense FUdd | rAnkigbcfrecevedexcellent publiciy recently.Spectrum New4 in
Lexington Ky.noted that for the first time in 13 years, Kentucky was no longer at the botibthe
country for animal welfare.

B 21, whichwent into effect on July 15 llaws veterinarians to report suspected animal abuse that
they see; previously, practitioners were only able to report abuse if the clientggweissionor if there
was a court orderdueto a loophole in a 209 lawthat, in addlngpnvacy for veterinary records

A v s oA o~

inadvertently created the prohibition on vels NB LJ2 NI A y Je. & dza 7" dza

Jim Weber, chair of the Kentucky Veterinary Medical Assoc@tion D2 @S N

Relations Committee ahpast KVMA President,idahat ¥2to ¥s0f veterinarians

will encounter abuse during their careets] 2 LISF dzf f € T @i KS gAff K

very little impact. Hopefully we ddb(i  Klbt @F &nintal abuse gong on that
veterinarians fekthe need to report he said.

Jm Weber
The sory notedtwo Linkrelated situations where veterinariais NS L2 NI Ay 3. O2dzZA R al @S |
i Pets becoming victims of domestic violencken a person turns the abuse from theirrpzer to
their partneQa | YAY Il t &
9 Drug usersnjuring their animals®they can coméo veterinary clinics and obtain pain
medication for themselves.

The new law exempts veterinarians from reporting abuse of livestock. And unlike other states with
similarprovisions, Kentucky veterinarians haveréport to the Sate Veterinarian for a econd opinion
rather than reporting directly to law enforcement agencies.

Veterinary Participants Sought for Study on Animal Sexual Abuse
Participants are souglfor a research studgnd ! y ACdre Professiondls
Perceptions of AnimaleRual Abuséto gain a better understanding of what anima
care professionals know about abuse and how they respond Ttné.study will take
approximately 2eB0 minutes and is completely anonymouRarticipantsmust be a
veterinarian,veterinarytechnidan or veterinary nurseor an upper year student

previously trained or currently working in Canada or the ethibtates.
Alexandra Zidenberg

The surveyasks participants about their knowledge and experiences around animal adodanimal
sexual abus); their perceptions ofanimal abusersandtheir professional backgroundarticipants will
receive a $5 gift card.

£

For details, fease contacPh.D. studenfAllexandra Zidenberglexandra.zidenberg@usk.cg or the
faculty supevisor, Dr. Mark Olver, ahark.olver@usask.c&lick the link below to begin the study:
https://www.surveymonkey.calVetStudyASA

e ——————
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Posters Alert DVMs to Suspicious Animal Injuries and Response
The Anmal Welfare Institute has

That broken leg That broken leg produced two attractive posters
was an awful was an awful . . .

accident accident. for use inveterinary offices to

Or was it? Orwasiit? alert staff to be on the lookout

for suspiciousconditionsthat
might indicatenon-acddental

Animal abuse victims depend on YOU. Animal abuse victims depend on YOU. abuse h dogs and cats. The free

Signs of neglect posters remind veterinarians and
Soaaet neavs ectepammata nestaton ! = their teamsto watch for
New, repeated, or old trauma ew, repeated, or old trauma i ) i )
IfyOu to the skeleton and soft tissue l’yOU . Companlon anlmal abuse, IIStIng
see... Injuries that don't match the explanation see Injuries that don't match the explanation .
ksespnonaccwdema\ ‘n|unesonyluuv:ws(uhu\euuzs ’ some Of the most freqent SlgnS
tarvation or severe malnutrition ere malnutrition
Repeated visits with different pets Repeated visits with different pets Of abuse and the StepS
veterinarians can take to address
s such situations. The posters are
ool Deome  cona el B availabe as free pdf downloadsr
sgcé;r;eml:la Takeplctu"rge's. enforcement. enforcement hard_coples Can b@rdered b![
mail.
Minnesota Reportlng Manual Updated Reporting Animal Cruelty

THE ROLE
IDENTIF

The groundbreaking manual produced in 20%6e theApril 2016
LINKLetter)by Animal Folks Minnesoti#® help train veterinarians
that stateon how to establish protocols to identify dmeport
suspected animal cruelty, abuse and negleas benupdated The
new 2020 edion incorpomtes several changes in state laws and ot
developments that have trespired since the original publicatiolt.is , E
available as a free downloadnn Olson of Animal Folks tellie LINK [ R
Letterthat she hopes to update theersions producedor Oklahoma
and Massachusetts, and to also include hyperlinks throughout the manuals

National Link Coalition Response to Concerns

About Veterinarians’ Mandatory Reporting

In response to a guest from the Ohid/eterinary Medical Associah, whosemembersmay befaced

with a new statdaw to report suspected animal abuse, the Natbhink Coalition has prepared a Q & A
sheet to answer the mostommon questions raiseloly practitioners who are understaably fearful of
entering into this new territoy. The Q & A set appears orhe following pagefeel free to reproduce
this orcontact the Mtional Link Coalitiofor additional copies.
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Veterinary Reporting of Suspected AnahAbuse:
Concerrs and Realities

CONCERN REALIY
aL KIF@SyQi oSSy & NI A Training materials andurricula are widely available on Néxcidenal Injury
| 6dza Sdé (NAI) Routinely include NAI in the differential diagnosis.
Gl 26 R2GKIF § yRGBLOGAY [y , 2dz RBWQ IR &2dz 62y Qi difihidss oficiety, ¢ K
trained to play judgeand jury£ abuse and neglect vary widely, arghily situational, and will be made by

20KSNE® ¢KS 5+xaQ&d N fcaeshn refiodt théte Ooc
objectivel to the appropiate authority.

GLQY &aiGAtt y20G a&adaNEB Aska colleague for a second opinion. Ask the clientdomission to keep the

animal overnight for observatiogand to give you more time t@arn more.

L R2y Qi NP2BENIKSH 2 D2 NaionalLinkCoalition.org has a free online directory of aniaialse

investigating agencies in over 6,500 cities and cesnti

L YAIKG ISGE adzSRoé ¢KSNBQa tAGGES SPGARSYOS i éttingchildars 3

elder abuse. 31 of the 35 sttes that either mandate or permit veterinarians
to report supected animal abuse offer immunity from civil and/or criminal
liability; several states also protect the practitioner from loss of licensure
admiistrative sanctions.

G L YidsdatRKeltlientd ¢ ¢tKSNBQa y2 SOARSYyOS KI iedisktdasd OA |

And are these the kind of clients you wantyaray?

A YAIKEG YIF1S GKS &A Perhaps. But not reporting will certainly kethe situation worse, and

endanger not only he patient but other animals and people in the househqg

Gb2iKAYy3 6Aff 065 R2Y Inmany communities, this may beie. But if more cases are reported,

reluctant agencies will come to see that thisisimportant issue which ost
be addressed. Ahin many communities there are excellent response
mechanisms in place.

at I Goliedtpiactitioner records are Confidentiality can be waived if there is a public health or safety risktoe if

confideni A I £ ®§ state law allows suctecords to be releasd, or if the client signs a waiver

allowing the release.

aL R2y Qi ¢l yid G2 Sy F Hospitals andealthcare failities have developed protocols to coloode

filesor create subtle cues to alertaff to potential threats and tocall police.

4 R2y Qi KI @S GAYSdEé Earlyintervention saves time later.

And what are the consequences of not responding?

GLQf t KOSt RIS N#A G K | R Very few cases are actually reported. The majoritgaes involve
unintentional neglectather than dédiberate physical trauma, and they can
usually be resolved through edu@n and ongoing monitoring.

y 2Ky r@NB &8RS Ry Itis your job to protect the health and welfaofthe patientg and the other

() animals in the hosehold who may be at risk.

yQi 1y26 K2g 2 Perhasyoushould consider bringing a Veterinary Social Worker on boart

" NB RSEAOSNIGSE@ YAa

G2 KI G KiftalsiafiSnérmaber wants to Establis a protocol in advance covering who is authorized to report a

reportaOl & SK ¢ suspicious cas@nd how to approach senior colleagues @mactice owners

to determine a couse of action.

L YA3IKG 3S3G RNI 33 SF Exremely few cases actually makea court. Veerinarians can be paid

expert witness fees to testify.

a! yez2ysS @foaghabduNiipets Numerous studies have reportetiat practitiongs do, in fact, see cases of

2 aSS G KSmd&riAngope/ Q i suspected animal abuse

who caresso little about their pet to harm Abusers may not bring the animaldrbut other family members will.

GKSY g2yQSapeiaz2 GK

daé Of ASyida ¢Aff NIB3& Laws mandating reporting remove, arlead & NB RdzOS> Of & S

telingthemi K & GKS f1 ¢ NBIljdzANSa GKAa |
will come of it, but if the client cares about the patighneeds to be looked
into further.

d FSSt tA1S LQY It AVMAand AMA both support reporting, as dbe national eterinary

associations in Canada, the UK, New Zealand, and elsewhere.

GLQY | FNI AR®E LGiQa GKS NRIKG GKAy3d (2 R2o
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE... and THE LINK
Indiana Woman Charged with Violation of Federal PACT Act

AKokomo, Id. womanarrestedon Julyl4 during a ral by theFB was
charged withtwo counts ofextreme animal abuse for allegedtyaking and
distributing animatt O Nedza@A R S 2 ZextrRrfelmitilatior, wriire and
killing of animalsinvestigators beliee KrystalCherikaScott, 19yespaded

to onlineads from persongivingtheir pets up for adoption. Bl agents
reportedly found animal parts from dogs andts, and several live dogs, cats
and lizaré. & ! & nRhbrGe® beingswe have a grat responsibilityto
protect and have compassidior the animas that inhabit this eartlt, | @ {
U.S. Attorney John Minkler Attorneyfor the Southen District of Indiandohn Mirkler told news media

& L i cohstiondbye to think that any humanibg could possibly bring themselves to suctsaipon
ananimal. We cannaallow this kehavior h a decent and mm@l societye

Scott facesevenyears in prisa, threeyearsof supervisd release, and $250,000fine under thenew
PACTPreventing Animal Cruelty andrlare) Ad (See thdDecenter 2019 INKLetter) The actlosed a
gap in the2010 Animal @ish Video Pohibition Act whichhad madethe creation sale and distribtion
of these types of video illegal, but which did not make timglerlyingacts of crelty themselves illegal.

Crushvideos havéeen linked wih acts of interpersonal viehce Indianapois FBISpecial Agnt in
ChargePaul Keenan referred tch€ Linkin the meda announcementdAnimal abusers have total power
over that animal and, if someone is willing to be that croelan animalgvidence suggests they may
target vulnerablenumans as wig€ he said.

The investigaton also involvegbolice ard sheriff@ agencies in Boise, Idaho, the &ite in Salt Lake
Cty, and theASPCA.

Podcasts Spotlight Courthouse Dogs and Their Handlers
TheCourthouse Dogs Foundatitvaslauncheda series ofpodcass, 6dDogged
Justicé aboutCourthoug Dogavho cmfort child victims of sexual assault and
other crimes as thework their way through the dminal justicesystem AnimalsQ
handlerssharetheir experiences from training to working with victinmsavariety
of settings. The podcast areco-hosted byDr. James Ha, a Certifidnimal
Behavioristwvorking in the justiceystem and vctim advocateCdleen Phelan

Permission to Reprint

The news contained in The LNK-Letter are intended to dissemnate as widely and as freely as possible
information about the connedions between animal abuse and interpersonal violence Permisson is hereby
granted to re-pos these articlesin other newsletters, websites,magaznes, and electronic publications provided
that appropriate credit is gven to the National Link Coaltion and with links to www.nationallinkcoalition.org.

For Additional Information

Juwst clikk on the blue underlined hyperlinks in thesearticles and it will take you to other websites with
additional information aboutthat topic.
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https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/LinkLetter-2019-December.pdf
https://courthousedogs.org/podcast/
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Offender’s Unaddressed Crimes Escalate;
Now Charged with Child Sexual Abuse and Bestiality

A casethat vividlydemonstrates hoverimes includinganimalabuse that are
not dealt with can escalate to criminatts thatharm both peopleand
animalsrecently came to life in Whita Falls, Texas, where Ma#tw Layne
Miser, 23, was carged with idecency with a childestialityand causing the
death of an animal.TheWichita FallsTimes Record Newgportedthat police
apprehended Miseon July 14fter he ran from them wite servig two
warrants fromnearbyClay Countjor allegedly gxually assaultipp an 8year
old girl and engaging in foed sexual astwith a dog

Mattlew Miser
Miserhad been arestedon June23for animal cruelty for allegedlypoisonng an aimaland was
released thesame dayOn Juw 12 he wasarrestedfor family violenceassault for allegedly addroying his
girlfriendQ @om, choking ter andtrying to steal her caand was again released the same day

Wichita County jail records revedidt MiserQa ( NB dzo f Sa dri20lBwhénfaé&vasiBlg oS3l vy
May, 2015he stoleproperty worthless thar$500 a misdemeanor which was dismisséud.dly he was

charged with birglarywhen hebroke irto a homeand stole more valuable propertfgr which he got 2
year<probation In 2017 he washarged wth violating higorobation.In November,2017he was

charged withviolating a protectiveorder for interpersonal violenceln April, 2018 he was charged with
possession of dangerous drygs eachof these arrests he was released shortly

By Jue, 2018 hewas chargedvith 13 countsincludingtheft, home burglay, motor vehicle offenses,
andaggravéed asaultand spent three moths in jal; three weeks after his release, he was charged
with burglary anl released two days latein January2019 e was arrsted forpossessin of controled
substances and wegon, and was released four days later

Family and Juvenile Court Judges Learn About The Link
DianeBalkin, of the Animal LepBefense Fund, andibuguerque Chldren®@
CourtJudge Jon Romero, Jiconducted a webinar on Aug. 3 for the
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judgeshdurdong
webinar addressedAnimalCuelty and @ild AbuseWhat Judges Need to
Know and What They C&w.€ The webinar has beerchived online John Romero & Diane Balkin

They notkd thata juvenie@abuse of animalsanbe a sign that the child has been or is experiencing
abuse, and that witnessing animal abuse can be equally as traumatizing. Foster care cahlye do
difficult if achildis separated fsm a favorite pet. Manwhile, while a chil@ attachment to pets can be

a buffering &ad protective factoiin abusive homes, that same attachment can be exploited to intimidate
and control childenthroughthreats to the pet.

They encouragejlidges to routinely askhildrena serief questions about their pets and their welfare
and presented the National Link Coalit®oHit Free ZonécampaignSee thd=ebruary 2020 INK

Leter). They desdbed the intersecting dynamics when chilouse and domestic violena®-occur and
the need for crosgourt and crossagency discussionsollaborations and trainings better address
multi-species issues.



https://www.timesrecordnews.com/story/news/local/2020/07/15/man-violent-past-charged-indecency-child-bestiality/5443604002/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2xXmY3NRYI
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/LinkLetter-2020-February.pdf

Webinar Reviews Psychological Interventions for Animal Abusers

X10p. b

ALDEducation Program M adeCulpCriminal Justicegam Felld@ittanyHill and Staff Attorney Kathleen
Wood (also a member of the National Link Goailistpiaeensdttee) discussed issubsginvih coudrdered evaluations
and treatments of animal crueltyesffend

The Animal Legal Defense Fund conduetediourlong webinaron July 22 a éPsychology and
Sentencing: Mental Health Evaluations foiirAa Cruelty Offenders ¢ KS ¢ $ewed yhe SEtudB @
of mandatory and permissive state laws addressing psygitdband psychiatric evaluations and
treatments for animal abuserghe differences between | Odlabugedndd LJIveéE aeljlect cases
consideationswhen offenders are juvenileand the need to make suracriminal justice systef a
response is tailoretb each offende® & A fliRekl A R dz

underlyingreasons forcommittinganimal cruelty. '
s f\

Currently, 16 states are believed to authorize cotit®rder . ’ 0y

psychologial evaluation and, if@cessary, treatment for .- . __‘"

apply to adults, juveniles or botand whether all animal "" -'\

cruelty or only certain types of crimes were committed.

Psychological evaluations cadehtify COURT-ORDERED PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION AND, IF NECESSARY, TREATMENT
and addl‘eSS these romuses .I\:‘ANDATORY PERMISSIVE NONE

encourlge rehalitation, better

inform and tailor appropriate sentencingnd protect future vitims. Havever, the panelists readily
acknowlalged that unfortunately, none of the evalwi®n tools currentlyavailablehave been evaluated
for their effectivenessn preventing recidivismMeanwhile, many mental health professionals are

unaware of the issues rdked to the diagnosis and treatment ahimal cruelty offenders, and animal
cruelty issometimes seen as an untatable offense.

conviged abusers; 19thersand the U.S. igin Islands . '
mandae such procedureslates varyin whetherprovisions #

The paelists encouraged diicians to treat cruelty dénders, recognizing that animal abuse is often a
sign of underlying trama, covictimization, substance abegsor domestic violencevhich clinicias are
already well equipped to treatAlthough respnding to animal cruelty cas@say require dew extra
tools, clinicians should not be dissuaded from offering tnestits.

Thewebinar has been arivedon ADR & ¢So0aA(So
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COMMUNITY VIOLENCE... and THE LINK
N ‘ TEXAS COUNTIES AND

Community Violence Seen as Cause of =

Disease Affecting Cross-Border Cattle BaasS Cotend
Anunusual twistin how commurity violence is inked to aninal k = ““wa”\-
welfare issues wagublishedin areport descrbingsocal unrest e Gl el
and communityviolence along the U.$lexico border as OO =S AT
contributing to a rise in the number afattle infected with fever
ticks. The study reported thaviolence andsocial unrest in
endemic areas,combined with bangingweatherpatterns and
land usge affect the rateof infested cattleand compromise
efforts to control and eradicate cattle fever tisland their adverse
impact on cattle and humans.

Tickborne attle fever(babesiosis)eads toanemia, reduced nk production, los®f weight, increased
morbidity, andmortality in infected cattle that are left ureated. Cattle fever was once a sigrifint
animal health epidemim the US, but through concded efforts by Westock prodwersand federal and
stateagencies, the tickector has been succesdliy eradicéed. ACattle Fever Tick Eradication Program
maintains a permanent quarantine and ferf zonealong the Texa®lexico border ranging from 125
yardsto nearlyeight miles wide to monitor and control eincursions of theitk from Mexico due to
movements ofwildlife or stray animaldViounted ctick riders¢ intercept stray livestock moving aiss

the border, check and treat them for tickand returnthe animals taheir owners where fessible.

The numbeiof infestedstray livestockthat are apprehadedisinfluenced by many factors inclind

violence almg the borderweather pattern changegndthe level of the Rio Grale. dincreases in the
number d stray animalsrbm Mexico de to e@nomic or regionainstability due to iolence can lead to
increasedpressues as farms are abandoned and animals lefiend for themselves ¢ NJailtBors.i K S

Numerous factors can cause cattletlie three Mexicamquarantine zondorder statest Coahlila,
Nuevo Leon, ath Tamaulipas which ake up 33.24% of Mexicotattle exprts ¢ to break fee of their
enclosures andhigrateinto the U.SIn addition to enronmental and economic forces, periods of
violence and crhinal activitieghat geneate fear and unrest were founl to increase the ri@ of farm
abandoamentand reduceanimal management activifyleaving animals feeto roam.

dlt is possible that periodsf intense violence and violent activities could lead moirrease in fam or
cattle bandonnent leading to inagased stray animal3.he significant effeatf mediareported
violence and violent activities on farabbandonment reinforces the literatura the broad effects of
social and political conflicgs ¥ gife. din addtion to farmabandomment, cattle may bériggered to
move die to violent or loud, Bruptive adivity in their home ranges.

The eradicatim of cattle fever tickdn the US hascostmore than $3 billionAreintroduction could be
devasating to Americancattle@ hedth andwelfare. Therangefor these ticks igurrently in Texas and
California, hut models suggest expansion of this rang@ilNiew Mexico and Arizona, with Louisiana
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, andas moderatéy suitable rabitats
-- Thompson, J.M.Delgad, A.H., Hasl, H.S., & Bonilla, D.I(2020, Ju 3).Effects of drought andnedia-
reported violence on cattle fever tick incursiongzrontiersin Veterinary Science.
https://doi.org/10.3389/f vets.2020.00373
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BUILDING LINK AWARENESS
UK Webinar Addresses DV & the DVM and COVID-19 Responses

The LinksGroup UK coordiated awebinar on July 14 ondiThe
Linkbetween Animal Abuse and Domestic Vialee:
Implications for Veerinary Teans Duing COVIEL9 and
Beyond.€ The webinarhosted by The Webinavet, promoted
The LinksGroup® Guidancefor veterinarian<Yesponse to
abuse and featured British and 8ttish experts onresponse to
animal ébuse and domesticielence.Panelists wergdockwise
from top left): Pauh Boyden,Links Grop Chair and Dogs Trust
Veterinary Director; Sean Taylor, vetimary expert witness;
Vicki Betton, Veterinary Policy & Campaig Manager for
PCSA;Mike Flym, Scotish SPCA Chief Sepntendent;
Caroline Alen, RSPCA Chief Vetearian, and Wendy Sneddon,
Links Group.

Minnesota Public Safety Officials Learn About The Link

Ann Olson and Reesegi€ksde

Ann Olson, Founder and Executive Directofwimal Folks
Minnesota, and Reese Fredericksdfine County Attorney
conducted a ©-minute Zoom webinar on July 14 for the
Minnesda Departmentof Public Safe @ffice ofJustice
ProgramsdAnimal Cruelty: The Link To Hum¥anlence and The
Impact on Families and Comnities,¢ I  (vidlimO G S R
advocates, child protection sereis, adlt protection services,
socialservice workers, ®ntal healthprofessionalsattorneys,

law enforcement, andbthers involved in the care and protection
of vulnerable children and adults

Olsm and Fréericksa presented a oveniew of animal abusand The Linko child maltreatment,
elder abuse, andamestic violenceOther crimes against animdisked to human violence were also
discussed, such as animal hoarding, animal fighting, animaakakuse and irientional anmal abise
and torture. Speific Minnesota cases were presented and Minnesota faagurces, andools were
also provided, indding theMinnesotaDay One crisis hotlingdhe National Link Coalition was also

referenced.

What is The LINK?
Legislation...
Intervention...

Elder i
apwse .  Networking...

Knowledge...

...to protect ALL vulnerable
members of the family
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https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/news/f/the-link-between-animal-abuse-domestic-violence?mc_cid=08d5fbded8&mc_eid=092a82997d
https://thelinksgroup.org.uk/veterinary-team-guidance
https://animalfolksmn.org/
https://animalfolksmn.org/
https://www.co.pine.mn.us/departments/attorney/index.php

NEWS abour LINK COALITIONS
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges CEO

Joins National Link Coalition’s Steering Committee

Jeey Orduna Hastings, Chief Executive Officer oNagond Council ofluvenile ad Family Court
Judgeshas joired the National Link Coaliti@Seering Committee.

Faunded n 1937whena group of judges came tether to find ways to
improve the effectiveness of the nati@juvenile courtsthe NCIFCJ has
grown into oneof the largest and oldesjudicial membership
organizations n the U.S., servingre®3Q000 judgesteferees,
commissbners, court masters and adnistrators social and mental
health workers, police, and probation officeBased in Reno, NeMt is
affiliated withthe Universiy of Renoand provides ctiing-edge
educational programsyide-ranging techical assistanceaationally
respeced reseach, and unique advanced degree programs. Joey Orduna Hastings

TheNCGIFCJ oiudes the Pittsbrgh-based N&onal Cengr for Juven# Justice researctivision. Its
extensive outreachifamily violence andlomestic relationgssues includes the NatiahJudicial
Institute on Domestic Violence and the Judicial Engagement Netharkerous projectare part ofthe
councif@child welfae and juvenile law components.

The NCJFCJ has embarkadeveral initiatres in recent yearaddressing The Linkften in partnership
with the Animal Legal Defense Fufikte theJune 2019 INKLetter) A64-page echnicalassistane
bulletin, Animal Cruelty Issues: Whduvenile and Family Court Judges Need to Kneaspublished
last Fall The Concil simultaneouly adopted aResolition Regarding Animd Cruelty and Its Link to
Other Forns of Violence The cbcument includedL2 specific recommendatioreldressing th roleof
petsas family memberdaws thatinclude petsin protection oraers, and cresreporting between
animal ard child welfare agncies(See theSeptember 209 LINKLetter)

NCJFGbnductedtwo webinars, on Aug. 3 and Aug. b@,what judges pedto know aout animal
cruelty, childabuse and juvenile offendin§everal demonstration prects for training, supporting and
providingtechnical asistanceto judges with child welfare dockstare umdler way. Planto hold a Y/,
dayconference on The.irk in Spaks,Nevada in Octioer maybe temporarily postponediue to the
coronavius pandemic

A native Nevadan and a graduate of the University®fada and Gmaga University School of Law,
Orduna Hastingsas served as the legishaicoordinata for former Gov. Brian Sandovahd as the
district court administrator and clerk obart for the Second Judicial DistriCourt. She wadso the
assisant county manager of administration and finance for Wee County.

A an animal loveand am excitedad work with the coalition 6 bring greater awareness of The Link
between animal abuse anduman violence tdhe attentionof juvenile and family aat judgess Orduna
Hastings saidiit lookirg forwardto being with you and learning frogou as welk
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https://www.ncjfcj.org/
https://www.ncjfcj.org/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/LinkLetter-2019-June.pdf
https://www.ncjfcj.org/publications/animal-cruelty-issues-what-juvenile-and-family-court-judges-need-to-know/
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/LinkLetter-2019-September.pdf

THE LINK... IN THE LEGISLATURES

Link Bills We’re Watching

The ADVID19 pandemic hascausedmnany stae legislaures to abrugly cancel or tenporarily susperd
their legislative sessions. Neveeless we®e keepingan eye on93 billsthat have ateadybeen
introduced. Pleaselet usknow if youhearof other measures not includedhere:

Domestic Violence/Pet Protec
Arizona HB 2321 would haveallowed courts toissuetsevere theat orders ofprotectiong, which
would prohibit respondents from pssessiig firearms based upon acredible threat ofdeah or
seliousinjury, against indvidualswho canmitted or attempted to commit acts of violence
includng cruelty to animalsinvolvingtorture, serious injuly or protracted suffering within the previous
six morths. The bill was in the RulesConmittee when the legidature adourned.

Conrecticut Raised BIl 107 would haveestablished atask face to aldress various ssuesat

shelters 6r the homedess, many ofvhom are survivors of dmedic violence,induding
acommodating homneless perens who have petsand ®rvice animals. The bill wasin the Jint
Committee on Housing whenthe General Assembyladjourned.

Florida HB 7® requires every county inthe statethat maintains sheltersofr

evacuation during an emergenty designate at least one emergency

shdter that canaccommadate personswith pets. Such shikers will hare to
comply with FEMMisaster AsistancePolicies andProcedures anavith localand
state emergency management pBafety procedures reayding the shiering of
pets.HB 705wasapproved bythe Hauseand Senate 39-0 andwassigned by the
Govenor on dine 29.1t took effect Juy 1.

Florida SBLO&? allows courts to award temporary exdusivecugody and

care of non-agricutural animals to petitioners andto order defendants to

temporarily hawe no contact with the animal and tonot ham or takethe
animal away SB 1082vassignedinto law on Junel8 byGov. Ron DeSaiis.

Georda HB582would haveallowed coutsto creae a pet animal areplanin

marriage dissaltion proceedings latwould include the prevertion of cruelty to animals ard the

provison of food, water, shelta, and \eterinary care.Couts would havehadto determine
whetherthe parties havejoint ownership of the animalsandrecogniz that a close andcontinuing
owner-pet relationshipand continuity inthe pet@life will be in the pe@bestinterest The billwasin
the Hous of Represerdtiveswhen the Legislature adjourned

Indiana HBL1423would haveexcluded a party@ senice animalsfrom a caurt@ divisbn of
property in any actios for a dissolution of marriage. Thebill died in the Judiciary Committ ee.

Kentucky HB 286 would haveincluded violence agans a domedic animal used as coercive

conductwithin the definitions of ddomestic wolence andabuse and ddatingviolence amnl
abuse and would have allowed judges b awvard possesion of adomesic animal to the petitioner in a
protection-from-abuseprocedure. The bill passedthe House 81-3 andwasin the Serate Judciary
Cammittee when the Gaeral Assemblyadjourned.

e ——————
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https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/carroll/news/crime/cc-filler-sentencing-blackrockdogs-20200728-xl5rb7qstbayjoxvnzrzeglntq-story.html



https://app.dao.hctx.net/repeat-offender-gets-three-years-prison-beating-dog
https://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/LinkLetter-2018-March.pdf
https://www.wptv.com/news/region-st-lucie-county/port-st-lucie/investigation-intensifies-into-deadly-double-shooting-in-port-st-lucie
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8450335/Dog-owner-partner-caught-kicking-staffy-stabs-man-tried-save-dog.html



https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Dangerous-chemicals-found-at-Far-North-Side-home-15318248.php
https://www.thebig1063.com/post/two-arrested-for-aiding-others-in-a-middlesboro-robbery-and-dog-killing
https://kutv.com/news/local/utah-ceo-gets-210-days-in-jail-for-having-13k-files-of-infant-child-rape-bestiality?fbclid=IwAR0QfgTdJl4lOtlrmqaLbbvTAOhuPfg9ELgFJeqSenrNiAKuxYEFV-MeqHM
https://fremonttribune.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/malmo-murder-suspect-held-without-bond/article_872783f2-2775-50ae-a568-89cb000ad06b.html



https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Albany-police-arrest-Troy-family-for-alleged-15413775.php
https://www.kktv.com/content/news/Boyfriend-suspected-of-running-over-puppy-in-Colorado-Springs-on-purpose-571497671.html
http://www.newbritainherald.com/article/view/article_id/375334/headline/bristol-man-beat-dog-upon-coming-home-to-find-two-pets-engaged-in-sexual-intercourse-police/section/



https://www.knoe.com/2020/07/20/opso-suspect-steals-car-with-elderly-dog-inside-throws-dog-in-river/
https://www.foxcarolina.com/news/police-man-accused-of-fatally-shooting-dog-that-was-hiding-under-bed-after-it-growled/article_cf139740-907d-11ea-acbe-4b3f74fc5221.html?fbclid=IwAR1YZHX5CibB8qqVwHIQlV2l-yAjPJ7mWzoh2xeEz0We2DWrEfjXimGCcqs
https://northtexaslinkcoalition.com/events/
http://www.thelinknm.com/gallup-trainings-june-2018.aspx
http://www.thelinknm.com/
mailto:vicki.deisner@gmail.com
https://www.ocapsohio.org/copy-of-conference-schedule
http://www.thelinknm.com/gallup-trainings-june-2018.aspx
https://justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/supporting-domestic-violence-survivors-and-their-pets-through-collaboration/
http://www.conferencecaw.org/2020/2020-web-series/2020-webinars



https://justiceclearinghouse.com/webinar/domestic-violence-the-forgotten-frontier/
https://www.pcsao.org/programs/conference
https://vetsocialwork.utk.edu/6th-international-veterinary-social-work-summit/
https://vetsocialwork.utk.edu/6th-international-veterinary-social-work-summit/
https://5f6c4713-9d6b-452f-b336-49c15b4939f7.usrfiles.com/ugd/5f6c47_406af86eaac24d74a94967825d015b3e.pdf
https://5f6c4713-9d6b-452f-b336-49c15b4939f7.usrfiles.com/ugd/5f6c47_406af86eaac24d74a94967825d015b3e.pdf
https://www.trynova.org/training/academy-nvaa/
http://www.quincyhumanesociety.org/
mailto:vicki.deisner@gmail.com
mailto:vicki.deisner@gmail.com
http://animallawsource.org/events-webinars/
https://www.ohioschoolcounselor.org/page-536899
http://www.fcapc.org/community-partnership-against-child-abuse.html
https://www.mvcinfo.org/
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net



https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
https://www.facebook.com/NationalLinkCoalition
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3741944
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3741944
mailto:arkowpets@snip.net
mailto:janeannehunt@comcast.net
mailto:ashworth306@gmail.com
mailto:TCS4APS@gmail.com
mailto:balkinwise@comcast.net
mailto:emily.patterson-kane@aspca.org
mailto:barbara.boat@uc.edu
mailto:allie@alliephillips.com
mailto:petworld@stevedale.tv
mailto:rasindetre@gmail.com
mailto:maya.gupta@aspca.org
mailto:crider@sheriffs.org
mailto:crider@sheriffs.org
mailto:jhastings@ncjfcj.org
mailto:risleycurtiss@ymail.com
mailto:helen.holmquist-johnson@colostate.edu
mailto:marthasmithdvm@gmail.com
mailto:khoulihan@avma.org
mailto:htebault@latham.org
mailto:dogcop481@hotmail.com
mailto:dogcop481@hotmail.com
mailto:jthompson@nacanet.org
mailto:jthompson@nacanet.org
mailto:randall.lockwood@aspca.org
mailto:kmwood@aldf.org

