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Introduction for Staff and Administrators

No person or animal should have to experience fear of being disciplined with pain or threats of harm. In settings such as animal and domestic violence shelters, veterinary clinics, and other facilities where stressed people and pets come together, staff witness people hitting or threatening each other or their pets. By presenting your facility as a “Hit Free Zone,” the National Link Coalition – the National Resource on The Link between Animal Abuse and Human Violence – believes we can create safer and healthier communities by promoting that violence, in any form, is not acceptable.

The accompanying Poster is a Word document designed to allow you to customize it, print it, and display it in your facility. The accompanying Guidelines are a way for staff to begin discussions and undertake simple actions to support and/or distract a child or adult who appears to be behaving inappropriately toward another child, adult or animal. The Guidelines are designed to allow you to customize them. Please remember that the Poster alone won’t do the job.  The most important behaviors are a warm smile, a calm voice and supportive words and actions to convey that emotional or physical violence in any form will not be tolerated in your facility.
If you use these documents, Barbara Boat, Ph.D. at the University of Cincinnati College of Medicine and Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, would like your permission to be contacted for follow up.  We are very interested in your experiences in establishing a Hit Free Zone and any adaptations you make.  This information will be shared in future LINK-Letters.  

Thank you for all that you are doing to protect vulnerable people and animals!

Follow up contact:     Barbara.boat@uc.edu 

Your contact information:    Name  _________________________________________

                                                  Email __________________________________________ 

The National Link Coalition

www.NationalLinkCoalition.org
