[image: image1.jpg]Report Animal Abuse
You Might Also Save a Child’s Life!
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PHYSICAL SIGNS OF ANIMAL CRUELTY, ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Observed owner, caretaker or child physically abusing animal
Extremely thin animals

Open wounds or multiple healed wounds

Animal limping or cannot stand

Collar embedded in animal’s neck

Severely matted hair or fur, overgrown nails, filthy coat or loss of hair
Heavy discharge from eyes or nose

Infested with fleas, ticks or other parasites

Untreated bruises, broken bones, cuts, sores

Recreational drugs given to animal

ENVIRONMENTAL SIGNS
Animals living in filthy condition (feces, urine, garbage)
Kept outside for long time without adequete
food, water or shelter
Home is overcrowded with too many animals
Animals kept in cages too small to allow them to
stand or turn around
Presence of dog- or cock-fighting paraphernalia
Dead animals on property or in home

CHILD WELFARE SIGNS
Dangerous animals threatening child’s welfare
History of animal bites to child
History of child abusing animals

REMEMBER: When there are signs of child maltreatment or
domestic violence, pets should be considered at risk for animal cruelty

HOW TO REPORT SUSPECTED ANIMAL ABUSE

If you have reasonable suspicion to believe that an animal
is suffering from harm, abuse or neglect, call the agency below.
Provide specific details:

Date, Time, What you observed, Your contact details.
ANIMAL ABUSE OFTEN INDICATES CHILD MALTREATMENT:
PROMPT REPORTING CAN SAVE LIVES!
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FOR CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES AGENCIES
Animal abuse often indicates an increased risk to
children who have either committed or witnessed
acts of animal cruelty. The National Link Coalition
has adapted this handy cross-reporting guide
originally developed by the Connecticut Department
of Children & Families. It’s a template for other
child protection agencies to help staff cross-report
suspected animal cruelty, abuse and neglect. It’s
designed for you to easily customize for your
community and to give a copy to each staff member
to keep with them to remind them to be on the alert
for animal abuse and to know who to call to report it
Here’s how to do it:

INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE
1. Open this document in Microsoft Word.

2. In the Layout tab, click on Margins, then on
Custom Margins. Set your margins as follows:
Top: .51in Left: 5in

Bottom: .5 in Right: .5 in

3. At the bottom of the template, highlight the text
and replace it with the contact information for the
animal control, humane society, SPCA, or law
enforcement agency in your community that
investigates animal cruelty reports. If you don’t

know which agency to call, you can locate it at
NationalLinkCoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse

4. Save the document to your files. Print a test copy.

5. Print as many copies as your staff will

need on a good, quality color printer.

You can either:

a. Print it on heavy card stock, or

b. Print it on regular paper and have it laminated
(an office supply store can help you).

6. Trim the orange template and discard these
instructions.

7. Distribute copies to staff members and
encourage them to use it.

NOTE: Staff will need to provide a specific
location, date, time, and description of what they
observed. Staff DO NOT have to “know” that a
situation 1s animal abuse: a reasonable suspicion
is all that is required to trigger an investigation.
The agency will determine whether there is enough
information and take it from there.
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against people and animals

NationalLinkCoalition.org














Highlight this text and replace it with the name and 
phone number of the animal abuse investigation 
agency in your community. If you don’t know who 
it is, you can find it at  
nationallinkcoalition.org/how-do-i-report-suspected-abuse
You can add the name of your organization HERE.
