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ANIMAL ABUSE AND... VETERINARY MEDICINE
AVMA Amends Position on Reporting Suspected Animal Abuse

TheAmerican Veterinary Medical

Associationappears to have
backtrackedrom its previoudong-
standingposition statemens which

American Veterinary Medical Association
Position Statemens on Animal Abuse and Animal Negleq

declaredthat veterinarianshave a
responsibility to report animal
abuse and neglecAVMAR new
policymerely encourages state
legislatures to povide immunity
from civil criminal and state
licensihg actions to any
praditioners who choos to make
such reports.

The new statement, approved in
April by AVMA&Board of Directors
following a review beguin 2017
disregarddanguageapprovedin
1995, andrevised in 2000, 2009 ang
2012that declaed \eterinarians
have such a responsibility, similar t
even olderresponsibilites by
physiciango report suspected child
abuse and neglecAVMAQ prior
position statements &lpedprompt
34 gatesto enact laws either

requiring or permitting

(2012)

“The AVMA recognizes that
veterinarians may observe
cases of animal abuse or
neglect as defined by federal
or state laws, or local
ordinances. The AVMA
considers it the
responsibility of the
veterinarian to report such
cases to appropriate
authorities, whether or not
reporting is mandated by
law. Prompt disclosure of
abuse is necessary to protect
the health and welfare of
animals and people.
Veterinarians should be
aware that accurate, timely
record keeping and
documentation of these cases
are essential. The AVMA
considers it the
responsibility of the
veterinarian to educate
clients regarding humane
care and treatment of
animals.”

(2019)

“The AVMA recognizes that veterinarians may
observe cases of suspected animal abuse or
neglect as defined by federal or state laws, or
local ordinances. The AVMA encourages state
legislation providing immunity from liability
in any civil, criminal, or state licensing action
to any veterinarian who reports, in good faith,
a suspected case of animal abuse or neglect to
the proper authorities. Additionally, the
AVMA encourages state legislatures to pass
legislation that client/patient records related to
suspected cases of animal abuse or neglect
provided to proper authorities are exempt
from confidentiality restrictions. Prompt
disclosure of abuse is necessary to protect the
health and welfare of animals and people.
Veterinarians should be aware that accurate,
timely record keeping and documentation of
these cases are essential. The AVMA
encourages veterinarians to educate clients,
recognize the signs of animal abuse and
neglect, and familiarize themselves with
relevant laws and the appropriate authorities
to whom they should report suspected cases of
animal abuse or neglect within their
jurisdiction.”

veterinarians to report suspected animal abuse, uualith immunity from civil and crimal liablity
andfrom fear of violatingclient-practitioner confidentialiy.
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AN ONGOING EVOUONX AND DEVOLUTION

In 1995, the AVMAEXxecutiveBoard approved a policy on Cruelty to Animals, Animal Abuse, and Animal
Neglect,declaring dThe AVMA recognizes that veterinarians may have occasion to observe cases of
crueltyto animals, animal abuse, or animal neglect as defimedtate law or local ordinances. When
these observationsccur, the AVMA considers it the sponsilility of the veterinarian to rport such

cases to the appropriate authorities. Such disclosuanay be necesaryto protect the health ad

welfare of animds and peoplé.

This position statement was augmented in 1996 with the addition of languae kodel Veterinary
Practice ActSection 2 (8), whiattefined the practice of veterinary medicias includinghe reporting
of known or suspected cases ofiaral cruelty, abuse or negleto appropriate humane or law
enforcement officials where requidgby law. (That provision was removed, however, in 1997, wihen
wasreportedlyarguedthat defining the reporting of animal abuse as a component of \e&y
medicinewould prevent ron-veterinariangrom reporting animal maltreatment.)

In 2010, AVMA amended the Meinarian@ Oath to include, fothe first time since the Oath was
adopted in 1954, provisions dall for practitioners tobenefi society through theprotection of animal
welfare and thepreventionof animal suffering.

Meanwhile, other national veterary asociations wereimilarly adoptingprogressie recogniion that
the veterinarian should be as proactive in responding to animasalas physicians aneresponding to
human violenceTheAmerican Animal Hospital Association in 2012, agalinin 2015, ssued position
statementssupporing the reporting of suspicions of animal abusesgaprapriate authoritiesand
encouraginghe adoption of lawghat mandae veterinary professionals to report suspicions of animal
abuse andhat provide immunity from legaliability when filing such reports in good faith.

The United Kingdo@ Codeof Professional
Conduct, updated tis past Februaryallows
veterinarians tdbreach confidentiality when
disclosureis justified by animal eifare concerns
and wider pubk interest The more such welfare or
interest is compromisedthe more prepared a
veterinary surgeon or veterinary nurséouldbe to
release information to theelevant authaity.€ The
UKQ Code also addéGiven the linkdetween
animal, child and domeist sbuse,a veterinary
surgeon or ‘eterinary nurse reporting suspected or
actual animal abusshould consider whether a
child or adult within that home might adsbe at
risk€

FIG 1: A One Welfare

approach helps to identify
and recognise the links
that exist between different
sectors

Graphic: R. Held

The Canadian Veterinary Medical Association The One Welfaceleincldes thesductioaf animal/
updatedits animal welfare position statement in 2014ymambusgincluding doriesiolence and chilcsahb
declaring thatwvhile veterinarians do not havelagalresponsibility to report sspected animal abuse,
they do have amoralresponsilility. CVMAencouragedeterinary associations t@work with their
provincial governments to develop legisten to require veterinarians to reporanimalabuse, ando
provide immunity to those who doosusng their professional judgment and in goéaith.€
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On a globaldvel, he One Health/One Wfare movement, which defines vetedny medicine as having
a urique voice in protecting people, animals and the environmértludes The Link between animal
abuse andhuman violence and theesponseto child abuse, domestidalence and animal abuse, within
its purview(See he August 2017 INKLetter)

Programsimplemented in New Zealand and Scotland go even further aidwage veterinarians to
become more active in the prevention of domestic violence.

WHERE TBROM HERE?

AVMAexplainedthe revisionby saying itvas made tgrovide immunity permit the release of records
to appropriate authorities,andprevent possible prosecution of veterinarians whoogpsuspected
animal abuse in gabfaith in places such as Kentucky, badigtto be the only statevhere practitioners
are specifically prohibited from repang (unless they are under a subpoena or court o)davMAsaid
the new statement islesignedorimarilyto provide guidance tgtate veterinary associations rather than
to individual practitionersThe revision was based uptegaladviceto ensureit wasappropriate and
respongble while retaining, o the exter possible the ethical responsibility of veterinariaibs report
suspected abuse without acting contrary to their state laws.

In addressingeterinariangliability concernswhenAAHA came out with its recommendation in 2012
caling for mandatory reportingpf suspected abuse with the caveat that immunity had to be included in
these lawsa flurry of states enaetd such legislationOf the 34 states that have enacted mandatory or
permissive reprting, only Alabama, Kansas, Masda, Nevada, and Wisconsin fail to include some
form of immunity.Kentucky is the only statiat prohibits reporting.

The Animal Legal Defense F@uhnual rankingf the best and worsttatesfor animal protecion has
ranked Kentucky #50 for 12 yearsaimow.

Our contention is that AVMAupdated statementvould besignificantlystronger and morgroactive
by retaining thedresponsibilityto reporte languagewhile addingdunlessprohibited by lawe The
addition oflanguage encouraging statespoovide immunityfrom liability and configntiality concerns
for goodfaith reportingis awelcomeimprovement soisthe addition ofécsuspected abuse which
recognizes that veterinarianseamedical experts, not legal ones, amtthers will determine the merits
of a case. Nevertheless, the removal of the veterind@iaresponsibilitg to report seems to have been
a step backward.

AVMA memiers can comment on the new policy

Oregon Veterinarians Can Sue Animal Abusers for Damages

Oregon ‘eterinarians wio respond to cases of animal cityg abuse and neglect have achieved a
financial and moral victory for themselves and the animals under their care through eneasure just
signed into lawHB 250 allows veterinariansaddressing the effects ofanimd abuseto suethe person
inflicting the abuse Paintiffs who preval will be able tocollect compensaory damagesfor expenses
incurred in providing veterinary care, pluscosts and reasonablattorney fees The bill was signed into
law by the GovKate Browron May 28 and becomes effeetiJan.1, 2020.

e ——————
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Veterinary Forensics Seen as Essential

for Effective Cruelty Investigations

Kendra Coultenwvhosegroundbreakindabor researchhas focused on hovihe
Link makes animal crueleysmart public policy but alsexacerbates thestressors
affectingfemale animal crud¢y investigatorgSee theMarch 2019 INKLetter),

has published an adle summarizing the rec¢ International Veterinary Forensic
Sciences Associati@onference

Writing for the online publicatiohe Conveation, @ulter argues that
aveterinary forensics are essential for evguyisdictioncommitted to effective and Kadra Coulter

comprehensive animal cruglinvestigationg particularly sincéanimal abuse oftenacurs alongside
violenceagain$ women and chillren, upping the emotional ante andthe significance; of this worke

Coulter cited growinglobal recognition of vierinary forensics in the I3, the UK., Taiwan, and
Cobmbia as illustrating thevorldwide risks that animhcruelty posesto animals, people and public
safety.éFor something as serious as animbuse, weneed more than charitg,she concludesdnimal
cruelty is an urgent puldisafety matter that deservedhe careful attation of our lawenforcement ad
political leades £

THE LINK... IN THE LITERATURE
Study Examines Health Issues in Hoarded Cats

The psychological disordemmderlying hoarding behaviors in general, and the more specialized
manifestation of animal hoardin@nd their adverse impacts on the anirmandpeople involved have
receivedsome schlarly attention. Less is known abouhe medical coditions befallinganimds kept in
large numbers imften unhealthy environmentsparticularly guestionable rescue or shelter operations
that mask hoarding si@tions Anew study examines medical cditions and outcomeg 371 cats
surrendered to the Toronto, Ont., hitane Bciety from 20122014.The study examirsdinstitutionak
hoarders ¢ occurringwithin adesignated facility for housing animalsch as a resie or skelter ¢ and
non-institutional hoardersThe stuly reports high rates of unaltered catnd widespread dieases
associated with malnutritionovercrowding and general neglect, consistent with other studibs. most
common condition reported was per respiatory infections, associated with stressid crowding in cat
populations. The study is beved to be thdirst to compare disease prevaice between institutional
and noninstitutionalenvironments and draws additional attention to the issuefi@drderswho
masaJerades as legitimateescue or shelter operations.

--Jacolson, L.S.Giacintl, J.A., & Robertsg J.(2019). Medical conditias and outcomes in 371 hoarded cats

from 14 sources: a retrospective study (20:2014).Journal of Feline Medine and Sirgery, 1-8.

Collaborative Model Helps Manage Animal Hoarding

It has long been recognized that animal hoagitases arexeeedingly complex andvolvemultiple
community animal and human health and welfare agies. This study reports on a proactiverpfar
addressing companion animal hoarding in Wake County, N. Car., that implemented a teavacppr
engaging animal control officers, crisis intervention counselarsjlaw enforcement, veteringrand
animal rescue partnersrhe diverse team approachsigidto bestassist animals at risk, hold people
accountable, address the mental health component, arte a morehumane community.

-- Strong, S., Federico, J., Banks, R., & Williams, C. (281@)llaborative model for managing

animal hoarding casesburnal of Applied Animal Welfare Science, &), 267278.
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ANIMAL ABUSE AND... DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Study Examines Risks of Domestic Violence and Animal Abuse

to First Responders, Families and Communities

While the impact of animal abuse agoercive controltacticis well understood as it affects the victims
of domesticviolence the impact on other family membeyrérst respondersaand the communityhas not
received as much attentioAndrew M. Campbell an Indiaapolis researcér and consultant whose
earlier work described how domestic viol@nsurvivors are at greater risk of harm adehth when their
animals are also abusé8ee théSeptember 2018INKLetter), isexpanding his studie® addres The
Link® impact on families, comunities and responders.

Campbell hasreatedgeospatiaimap clusterscorrelaingover 10,000 policelepartment reports of
domestic violencgsexual assault, rapes and weapons offengiéis animal control incidnts. Hefound,
not surprisingly, significamverlaps in neighborhoods where both crimes occur.

An urrecognized aspect of Thénk is the risko policeresponding to domestic violence incidents. While
law enforcement has long recognized that these sase inherently ighly charged and dangeroubke
additional risks posed by animal amrs porend hidden threas to law enforcement.

-

Most domesticviolence suspects appear calm, crying and
apologetic on the surface, Campbell told the Natiorzdlion
on Violence Against Animadlsa presentatia titled éBehind the
Maslk. dav enforcement officers da2know what exists below
the surface Theyneedto know before respondingp domestic
violence that ther@ a history of cruelty to animals in the
house¢

Campbell found that where 31% of domesticlence suspects Andrew CamphelBe hi nd t he Mask
hadeasy access to firearms, thagkincreased to 68% among suspects who had also abused animals

When suspects have a history of pet abusetims are more likely to wait before calli®d1 and often
experience 260 incidents before calling 911.

GThe risk for all in the home increaswih each incident¢ he said Alarmingly, 50% of children
subjected to these mitiple abuses appear calm asdent, fearful to talk. Motherswho are victimized
become emotionally unavailable to their childredno, in turn, come to rely more on their psfor
emotional support and safetyiiThe impact of animal abuse amthmesticviolence in theséomes is
what@ creating our future perpetrators.

The emaional abuse inflicted o children who experience childpohestic and animal abuse is a toxic
stressthat affects brain development and traumatic memories. If these occur at an earlydagejor®
get a secon@hancé to correct the situation, he saidWe really ca@separate the welfare of the
children, the adultand the animalsn the home¢

Riskdo the community include data showing that domestic violence perpetrators with histories of
animal abuse areeks likely than nomabusers to remain on thecene. When these dual offenders are
found, 46% are under the influence, creating additional risk®fd offenses, he said.



https://www.campbellresearchandconsulting.com/about.html
http://nationallinkcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/LinkLetter-2018-September.pdf

The risks to alhivolved areexacerbated by
communicationgapsbetween animal
control and law enforcement agencies,
especiallyin rural counties where there is
no designatedanimal control. Campbell
found that 20% ofrldiana392 counties
lack animal control programs and such

; 1 enforcement is left up to the discretion of
o { T g} D s 2 : . .

R o o e S s ! L <. the sheriff.

Meps shoanimal control calls (left) andvatggtassault with a firearm

Animal control enforcement offers additional opportunities to idenpiBople who pose a risk to others.
Boone County, for exantgy lacked an animal control pragn and only som200callsfor service were
loggedper year whenthe Sheriffd Office added an animal control division, 2,323 calls were received in
the first year.

Neighbors are meoe likelythan victimsto report animal controproblems which can indateunderlying
domestic violence issuesiThe neighbors dddhavethe same barriers as victims; they ddhave to
make the same difficult decision about whether &port,£ he said.

GAnimal contrdagencies may have a unique opportunity to detect aespond to violence ithe home
earlier than most victinserving agncies With effective community partnershipand crossliscipline
collaboration, this response cargasificantly improve outcomes for all adultshitdren and animals
residing in these homes.

Awareness Event Helps R
Survivors in Oklahoma Clty Make Leaving ‘F:?':h:':l::";
TheOklahana Humane Sociegnd the Oklahoma Link Coalition Pawsible [CEed
. . . al eir pe
partnered with the Palomar Family Justice Centedone29" for to stop them

from leaving?
om leaving %

FREE ADMISSION

the First AnnuafiMake Leaving Pawsildipet and family fun event.

Theawareness everraised tinds for Palomd® Animal Adwecacy

Program which ha a fulltime staff memberdedicated to the needs e s
of the animal members of the 36,000 Oklahoma @Gityilieswho - Feo
call 911each year taeport domestic violencé€See théMarch 2019 Cepy
LINK-Leter). The program also builds a network of foster families ta Yy S
allow human survivis of domestic vi@nce to focus on their needs

and find safe hmes,knowingtheir pets are being kept safe. / "“g

Permission to Reprint
Thenews items ard training opportunities contaned in The LINK-Letter are intended to dissemnate
as widely and as freely aspossble information about the connections between aninmal abuse and
interpersmal violence. Permsson is herebygranted to re-post these articles in other newsletters,
websites, magazires, ard electronic publications provded that appropriate credit is gven to the
National Link Coaliion and with links towww.nationallinkcoaliion.org
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New Hampshire Adds Pets’ Welfare to Divorce Custodies | 7= -
New Hampshire has become the fourth state ¢aagnize tht divorcing couple@ i

bitter disputesoften adversely impact thejpetsby enacting the newest law allowing
courts to includeanimal€vell-being h determining their diposiion during divorce
settlements. Gov. Chris Sunusigned-HB361whichtakes effect Aug. 24t declares
animals to beangible propety and that couts ¢shall addres the care and
ownership of the partie@nimals, taking into consideration the anits@vellbeingé
Similarlawshave beerenacted in Alaska, California atithois

A groundbreaking ceremony was scheduled for July 1 in MaysvilleéoKyiild the20-
kennel Barking Tales Resort at themerQ & / N o/erdeble/mSrg wioBiéh]
WaemenN’s children and petgo leaveabusivehomes. A$20,000 grant fronRedRovewill create
CRISISCENTER 50 kennels and green space for exercise and aetviti

T Pet-Friendly Shelter Planned in Kentucky
Y
(]

Center director Melissa Greenwell said the Barking Tales Resort will save the agency money because
they wor@have to pay to board survivaisets any moe. The kennel will also break dowrsignificant
barrier that prevents many survivors from esaapdonesticviolence.éSeparaing afamily from ther

pets, when they have already experienced so much trauma in their lives, can have so many adverse
effectson the family unit she saiddThis grant will help us alleviate that added stréss.

THE LINK AND... CRIMINAL JUSTICE
Sheriffs Explore Opportunities and Gaps in Cruelty Enforcement

- 7 ——
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Gaps insystems and opportunties for greater linkages betweeraw enforcement and animal control agencies
were the main pbpicsat backto-back meetings of the Natioal SheriffsQAssociatior® Animal Crudty & Abuse
Committee(left) and the National Coalition on Violence Against Animals. Stisfivork can be enhanced by
understanding what the animal control officers in their community do, said John Thompgbtine National
Animal Care & Control Associatio The Virginia State Police will shortly roll out a training program for animal
control officers and law enforcement officers who investigate animal cruelgaidVirginia Assistant Attorney
GeneralMichelle Welch CrelseaRider told the groupsthat the National Sheriff€Association has issued a policy
statement declaring that sheriffs shoulthvestigateanimal crueltyseriouslybecause of its Links tother crimes
and the prevention of donestic violence Ashley Mauce of HSUSreported that three rolkcall videos are being
distributed to train law enforcementofficers on investigating aimal cruelty, dogfighting, and cockfightingon
the downside, here is still no effective system to integrate the animal control agies hat investigate animal
cruelty into the law enforcement agencies now in 36 states that can entieosedata in the FBB National
Incident Bagd Reporthg System, said Mary Lou Randour of the Animal Welfare Institute.
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Animal Cruelty Task Forces Forming in Detroit and Laredo

From the Canadiano the Mexican borders, Amean communities areacognizing the value of inter
agency cdaborations to advance d@mal crudty investigations and prosecutions as a more effective way
of protecting animals ashpele from violence and abuse.

Prosecubrsin Macomb County, Mh.¢ asuburb of Detroitg are
forminga task forcéo combat animalabuse and crueltycombining
the efforts of numerous agenesto bring attention toanimal
welfare and to prosecute amal abuses.

The taskdrce is named®AWS Protecting Animal Welfare and -
Safetyq andcomes shaly after a man who stbbed his pit bul E‘E
multiple times and left it for dad was sentenced t8-to-6 years ProsecutBmnth announces PAWS
in prison, and an animal hoarding caderoughtthe issue of animal abuse geater public attetion.

aL Ol y (itB prdsecéted dmrdéroa bme invasion, butam rot smart erough todo that with
animal abuse casg Prosecutor Eric Smith tottie Detroit News & C thad,JI need the help banimal
welfare adwcatesé

Smih noted that animal abuseomphintshawe increased 76%, promptirts plan to add an animal
protection unit within his offie to focus on animal cruglcases. Aegies of meetingsvill formulate a
countywide effort to trainlocal, county and state agcies to identify angrosecue offenders.

Meanwhile, nunicipal and count officials at one of Amar&Q a
southernmost citis are similarly lanning an interdisciptary
task force to address the gwing recognition of anil

cruelty as a serious concern to human welfare as well.
Cfficials cawvened on May 22 as the first step éneating a
Laredog Webb CountyAnimal CrueltyTask Forcdo protect
those who ca i eciMBniselves in the Texastoer city

of 260,000.

- A Attending the meeting were the districttéorney for Webb
Paticpantsn Leed, Texaform a Task Force and Zapata Counties, a muipial court judge, @ity
counciman, two interim city manags, the deputy police chief, a \ainarian, tvo county corstables,
and representatives from the cityttarney, Animal CareServeesand Crime Stppers.The coucil will be
drafting a Memorandum of Understanding te Ipresented to the Laredo City Council

Partigpants emphasized that th€ask Force is needed toeet the increased demand for prosecution of
cruelty casego enhanceprevention efforts,and to show the pblic that the cityis seriousaboutanimal
abuse.TheLaredoMorning Timeseported thatthe Anti-Animal Cruelty Partner @incil will cdlaborate
on finding solutions to improve how crem against animals @reported and respnded toin Laredo.

The counitQ goal is toreduce dupliction of efforts and make it easier for residents to repartimd
crudty and neglect through the centraéd 311 services number.



https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/macomb-county/2019/05/13/macomb-county-steps-up-efforts-fight-animal-abuse/1192164001/
https://www.lmtonline.com/local/article/Meeting-held-for-creation-of-animal-cruelty-task-13871722.php

Animal Crime Intervention Program Planned in Rochester, N.Y.
TheHumane Society of Greater Rochestéiy.,(Lollypop Farn), has announced
unigue Animal Crime Intervéion Program (&£IB, a three-month psyche
educatbnal learning course designed for those cotedcof animal crines to learn
accountability and understand prior motivations around animal abuse or neglect.

|_0|| |)0p Fd[m TK S LINPuHtiNdtej@akis to make communitiesfer for animalsand peple.

Humanesolj(ie[yof(]m[e[Ro(h?mr AClPwas created ¥ the Animals & Society Institusdwill launch in FalR019at
the Monroe County Office of Probation. Sessionsagitommodate up to 20

LI NI A OA LI vy (i & Bumpn2 Educatiol? tedm @&ill inpfeehBACIPsessins alogsidetwo

program facilitators who have degrees in Psychiditental Health Nursing.

Cfficials emphasized thatwer the past 35 years, researchers and professionals ratgblshed
significant correlations between anirhabuse, child abuse and neglegbmedic violence, elder abuse,
and other forms of violence. Today, the mistreatment of argigrecognized as an important indicator
of other concernsand is no longeransidered an isolated issuéhey said.

Kim Ferrs-Church, humane education managat the farm, said there will be a variety of

sessions offereddWe are going through variousessions wherehey are learning about blame

@S NB dza I O 02 dzy-Ghuh fold Hde@nEvés med&NMIessons i@f dzZRS a O2 YLI & & A 3
FYR SYLIGKeésx NBaLRyaraotsS LISG OFNB yR FYAYlLf 62

Organizers also hope that the program will helpepent crimed h F 4 Sy i A YtBafiareLJS 2 LIt S
OKI NHSR 6AUGK R2YS&AGAO OA2ftSyO0Ss St RRSNetheydzd S 2 NJ
actually committed animal crimes previdu (2 GKI (0 KI-ChiSlysaig.IZé CSNNA &

al think it means more if you actually get to the root of the problémaid Dstrict Attorney
Sandra Doorley.

“Linkin’ Lawyers” Get the Word in Rhode Island

Animal welfare attorney Lenore Montanaro tellse LINK etterthat in Juneshe
gave bak-to-backLinkpresentations to the Rhode Island Bar Foatioh and the
RhodelslandBa Associatio® Annual MeetingParticipants included many
attorneys and justicesncluding the Cleif Justice of the Rhode Island &empe
Cout, who were unfamiliar with how animal abuse is Linked to humaremizd ,
The eventsncludeddiscussios abotu the Link, asstance animals and dangerous &
dog hearings. Nearly 70 attorneys attended. Lenore Montanaro



https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/rochester/news/2019/06/18/lollypop-farm-launches-animal-crime-intervention-program-

ANIMAL ABUSE &-... CHILD MALTREATMENT
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Agency Creates Cross-Reporting

Card for Caseworkers

The Connecticut Department dChidren & Families,
which is one of only a harfdl of state child protective
services agencies where employees are matetl
reporters of suspectedanimalabuse, has created a
handy cad that caseworkers can refrence when they
encounter situations thatsugges animal
maltreatment.

The attractive cards are laminatedrhetop of the
cardsfeatureslists of the common physicaind
environmentalsigns of animal crueltyThe bottom of
the card provides details of the procedures by which
DCF employees are to cordgtheir local animal
control officer andfile an electronic form vith the
Department of Agriculture.

The ards al® note that dwhen there are signs of child
maltreatment or IPV intimate partner violence] in

the home, petsshouldbe considered at risk fo

animal cruelty.€

The cards could serve as a template for other state
CPS agenciemnd could similarly be modied to help
animal control and humane officers mgnize and
respond to suspected child abuse and negtec

Link Training in Connecticut

TheNational Link Coalitior®® Phil Arkow (left) was a
featured spealer at a Connecticut BF training on The
Link. Joining Philvere DCF officials Jody Hilily,

Diane Rosell and JaigkFord; Senior Ast State®
Attorney Tom @rien; UConn law professor Jésa
Rubin; and Renee Dinino from™ Radio.









http://www.thelinknm.com/conference.aspx
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https://www.banfield.com/banfield-foundation/safer-together
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https://www.jaildogs.org/who-we-are.html
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https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/news/crime/2019/06/07/salem-man-chokes-dog-death-domestic-violence-attack/1381344001/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/crime/witness-trauma-adds-to-tukwila-mans-sentence-for-brutally-killing-girlfriends-dog/
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/crime-and-courts/man-charged-with-shooting-family-cat-to-death-in-madison/article_7d225d93-d790-55df-a6b9-4caa2b7baf2c.html
https://madison.com/wsj/news/local/crime-and-courts/man-charged-with-shooting-family-cat-to-death-in-madison/article_7d225d93-d790-55df-a6b9-4caa2b7baf2c.html



https://www.fox5vegas.com/news/las-vegas-man-in-dog-beating-video-sentenced-to-/article_782064d2-8c09-11e9-9bb8-2b63a14d5100.html
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